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New Jersey Festival Orchestra
Presents Famous Puccini Opera

WESTFIELD — The year is 1800.
Rome. Europe is in a state of flux after
the French Revolution. A man has es-
caped from prison. A painter is in love.
The drama—where politics, religion,
love, jealously, violence, and revenge
all collide during one fateful 24-hour
period—unfolds in style from Puccini’s

pen. Tosca, opera’s most tempestuous
thriller, comes alive in Westfield on
Saturday, February 23, at 7 p.m. as New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) and
award-winning soloists perform this
breathtaking masterpiece in its full glory.

“This year we wanted to go big and
famous once again with our annual
opera, so we chose Tosca, the quintes-
sential Puccini thriller and one of the
most popular operas in the entire reper-

toire,” said NJFO Music Director David
Wroe.

“Puccini’s powerful score with in-
credible arias, duets, ensembles and
choral scenes illuminates the tense
drama at every step, giving numerous
opportunities for both our orchestra
and our guest principals to shine,” he

added.
Singing the title role of fiery prima

donna Floria Tosca is award-winning
soprano Jenny Schuler, who has earned
praise in recent seasons for her power-
ful vocalism and compelling stage art-
istry. Ms. Schuler recently joined Indi-
ana University as a guest artist in the
title role of Ariadne auf Naxos, as well
as debuting the comic role of Berta in Il
Barbiere di Siviglia with Sugar Creek

Opera, both to rapturous reviews.
Lauded for his distinctive timbre and

magnetic stage presence, tenor Kirk
Dougherty makes his NJFO debut in
the role of revolutionary artist Mario
Cavaradossi. With a sound combining
clarity, strength and integrity, Mr.
Dougherty is one of the most exciting

voices entering the opera circuit today.
He recently performed the role of Duke
of Mantua in Rigoletto with Opera Las
Vegas, Edgardo in Lucia di
Lammermoor with Bob Jones Univer-
sity, Tamino in Die Zauberflöte with
Glacier Symphony as part of their Fes-
tival Amadeus and Pinkerton in
Madama Butterfly with Wichita Grand
Opera.

presents

Puccini’sTOSCA
SATURDAY, Feb 23 at 7PM | WESTFIELD 

SUNDAY, Feb 24 at 3PM | MADISON
WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG 
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CDC’s Musical Mamma Mia!
Brings ABBA Songs to Life

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- There are mo-
ments in every musical that are
stand-outs. Either a striking visual
is a picture that creeps back into
one’s mind, or perhaps it’s the
melody of a certain song that re-
plays like an ear worm days after
the live theatre experience is over.
Thanks to strong direction, terrific
casting and loads of talent, Cranford
Dramatic Club’s(CDC)  production
of Mamma Mia! provides many of
those memorable moments.

The story line is simple: 20-year-
old Sophie (Lindsay Maron) is get-
ting married and has invited to her
wedding three men whom she sus-
pects might be her father. Sophie

has read her mother’s diary, invited
these three strangers to the impend-
ing nuptials, unbeknown to mom.
All three show up, as do the two
female backup singers, who, long
ago, performed in Donna’s trio. The
whole show revolves around
Sophie’s search for truth, but along
the way, her mother Donna (Mandy
Feiler) finds out what she wants in
life.

Director Sean Eugene Lough
smartly has the lovely Sophie walk
down the aisle at the top of the show
singing, “I Have a Dream.” Her
crystal-clear, bell-like tones set the
mood of youthful longing for an-
swers about her background. She
and her fiercely independent mother
live on a tiny Greek island and run

a cozy hotel, a great set by Marc
Chandler.

Donna’s friends Rosie (Donna
Farone) and Tanya (Michelle
Sblendorio) reminisce with Donna
and have plenty of fun singing,
“Money, Money, Money” and
“Dancing Queen.”

British playwright Catherine
Johnson took the popular songs of
ABBA, a 1970’s disco-era Swedish
pop group, and patchworked a story
around them. Sometimes it works,
sometimes it stretches our credu-
lity. Who cares about plausibility
when it comes to weddings and
ABBA songs? There are fairy tale
moments that border on hokey, but
the energy is unstoppable.

HIGH ENERGY MUSICAL...Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of Mamma Mia!  is “a high energy, feel good show with
local celebrity guest actors at certain performances.” The musical runs through March 2, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
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Join Us!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY

at Lantern Hill

Get an inside look at 
vibrant retirement living 
in New Providence. 

Come and tour our beautiful 

campus and maintenance-

free homes. Experience 

top-notch amenities and  

discover dozens of exciting 

clubs, classes, and activities.

Sunday,  
February 24, 2019

1:00 p.m.
535 Mountain Avenue 

New Providence, NJ 07974

Call  
1-800-208-1976
for more information  

and directions.

Bring Your Friends and Family!

New Providence  |  LanternHillCommunity.com13
33
22
83

This event will not include a formal 

marketing presentation, but sales associates 

will be on hand to answer your questions.


