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ONE DOLLAR

Board of Adjustment Denies
Apartments on Grove Street
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Applicant CGFR
LLC was denied a two-story addition
by the board of adjustment last
Wednesday to construct 18 residential apartments at 214 East Grove
Street.
Attorney John Schmidt told the
board the commercial building, which
is already zoned for residential apartments on the second floor, has been
vacant for many years. Mr. Schmidt
said the building owner, builder Ralph
Rapuano, is considering residential
apartments because of the building’s
“economic inutility.”
“There are no offers on the table,”
Mr. Rapuano said.

Mr. Rapuano said commercial
space throughout New Jersey is becoming “less in demand.” He said his
purchase of the building was intended
to offer office space or medical space
for rent.
“There have been no bites in over
10 years,” said Mr. Rapuano, referring to purchase offers or rental offers.
Mr. Rapuano stated that he has
been paying taxes on the property and
declaring the property as a loss “for
many years.” Instead of “boarding
the windows up” or leaving the property vacant, he said he wanted to
renovate the property for a desired
use for apartments.
He said providing residential units

Courtesy of Westfield Police Department

CAPTAIN PADOVANO...Westfield Police Captain Frank Padovano signs paperwork following his swearing-in to his new rank at last week’s town council
meeting.

DWC OKs $416,347 Budget;
Discusses Master Plan
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors’ meeting held Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID), formally approved its
budget for the 2019 fiscal year with a
unanimous vote.
At $416,347.12, the budget will
remain “flat,” as there will be little
increase from last year’s budget of
$416,347. Businesses located in the
SID pay a special tax to fund the
DWC’s budget for the year.
“The directive was to keep the budget the same as last year,” announced
Sherry Cronin, DWC executive director. “It then has to be presented to
the finance committee of the Westfield
Town Council on February 27. The
current operating budget and updates

would have a positive impact on patrons visiting Westfield or those passing the building going towards
Westfield’s downtown business district.
Planning board member Matt Sontz
stated that the applicant did not introduce “expert witnesses” to testify on
the building’s economic inutility. Mr.
Sontz questioned the building’s rental
price, asking if a professional real
estate agent or “commercial expert”
was going to testify for the applicant.
Mr. Rapuano said he had “scaled
down the project” from 20 to 18 units.
Of the 18 proposed units, 13 would
be single-bedroom units, he said. Five
of the units would measure less than
750 square feet. Residential units in
the “0-1 Zone” are required to be at
least 750 square feet or a variance is
required, stated Mr. Schmidt.
Mr. Rapuano sought a variance for
the five residential units (less than
750 square feet) because he believed
there was “a demand for affordable
units less than 750 square feet.”
Professional planner William Hollows stated that the proposed residential units would provide “senior
housing, affordable housing, and a
housing resource for ‘empty nesters.’”
The building would require 104 parking stalls for commercial use, stated
Mr. Hollows.
He said the “needed amount” for
residential use would be no more than
34 stalls, with the applicant proposing 40 parking stalls to accommodate
the proposed 18 residential units.
With 13 of the units proposed as
one-bedroom apartments, the parking demand would be less compared
to similar projects throughout
Westfield with multi-bedroom units,
stated Mr. Hollows.
“The building is easily adaptable
for this use,” said Mr. Hollows, describing the proposed renovations to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

to the capital budget of the town will
also be discussed.”
The town council, the body ultimately responsible for the DWC
budget’s final approval, incorporates
the DWC budget into its own for
state approval. Town council members will vote on Westfield’s municipal budget in March after a presentation to the public.
Jeffrey Christakos, newly-installed
DWC vice-chairman and a longtime
resident of Westfield, commented
on this year’s budget process. “We
require that the budget remains static.
We have a fiduciary responsibility to
be prudent with our spending and so
we force ourselves to this commitment,” he said.
Mr. Christakos is department chairman and accounting professor at
Monmouth University and also a partCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS...Four Westfield High School seniors have
advanced as finalists in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship Program, having met
academic and other standards to become eligible for scholarships. The program
honors students who show exceptional academic ability and potential for success
in rigorous college studies. Pictured here in September with Principal Derrick
Nelson are, from left to right, Madeline Reynders, Zachary Youssef, Edward Xing
and Austin Chen who, at that time, had earned semi-finalist ranking.

Courtesy of Westfield Police Department

NEW CAPTAIN AND CHAPLAINS...At last week’s Westfield Town Council meeting, Frank Padovano, left, was sworn in
as a captain in the Westfield Police Department (WPD). Also, Rabbi Douglas Sagal, second from left, and Deacon Keith
Gibbons, third from left, were appointed to serve as the first chaplains in the WPD. At right is Police Chief Chris Battiloro.

Twp. Committee Not to Act
Until March on Sale of Lot
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township committee on Tuesday announced that
any decisions about the 83 Myrtle
Street municipal property sale will
not be made until the March governing body meeting. The property development has been opposed by
neighboring residents during the last
several workshop agenda meetings.
Resident concerns prompted Mayor
Patrick Giblin and the township committee to re-examine the property’s

Parents Weigh in on Changes
In Cranford School District
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A proposal for the
“Reimagining” of the Cranford school
district was introduced at the board of
education (BOE) meeting in October, and since that time parents and
other residents have exerted much
energy expressing their opinions.
At the time, plan one, referred to as
the “Reimagining” of the Cranford
school district, was put forth by Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., and the Cranford BOE.
Demographer Ross Haber looked
at the district and created a report
considering various options to realize the goal of full-day kindergarten.
Three meetings were planned for
residents and parents to get feedback and have questions answered.
An overwhelming response from the
community resulted in an additional
12 meetings with a variety of opportunities for community feedback and
the unveiling of nine additional plans.
While some parents, like Christine
Grace, who says she is in favor of
plans one through nine, believe that
the BOE and the superintendent have
been “transparent” and “receptive”
during the meetings and “encouraging” of feedback, other parents, such
as Chris Acosta, who is in favor of
plans 8, 9 and 10, find the presentations on the proposal to be more of “a
sales pitch.”
Parent Christine Bradley expressed
frustration following her attendance
of the meetings and noted she felt
only one “Reimagining” plan was
really explained, commenting, “I
don’t know anything about the other
plans.”
Ms. Bradley further commented
that she felt the meetings “promote
the pros of what a comprehensive
middle school can do,” and do not
consider the cons.

While a number of parents are resistant to plans that would allow for
one comprehensive middle school,
Ms. Grace believes “having a traditional 6-8 middle school is most important.”
The issue of bussing is a bone of
contention for some parents, like Mr.
Acosta, who commented to The
Westfield Leader that bussing “goes
against the neighborhood school environment” for which Cranford is
known for.
“The town is not made for bussing,” Ms. Bradley likewise commented, observing that with only three
main thoroughfares, in town there are
likely to be traffic issues.
Mr. Acosta told The Westfield
Leader bussing “creates unnecessary
movement,” and questioned whether
or not the district had consulted with
the police and fire department, to be
certain the addition of busses was a
realistic possibility.
Superintendent Rubin and the board
have made it clear that if a proposal is
approved that calls for additional
bussing, a professional traffic engineer will be hired and will work together with a newly created Cranford
Transportation Task Force to deal
with problems as they arise.
Not everyone is bothered by the
notion of bussing or other inconveniences that may occur due to the
changes in the district.
Ms. Grace commented to The
Westfield Leader that even though
her daily routine may change as a
result of the proposal, “improving
our school district brings benefits
town-wide for current and future generations of students.”
Ms. Grace expressed concern over
the district moving ahead with fullday kindergarten prematurely.
At this time, 92 percent of districts

liquor license.
Mr. O’Donovan said when he applied for a liquor license, businesses
were required to have a “kitchen which
was 500 square feet (in size),” let
alone an entire establishment totaling
500 square feet. The proposed legislation, he said, would price liquor
license fees at $1,500 to $10,000 a
year.
He said the legislation would not
only have a negative economic impact on business owners who have
purchased liquor licenses at a premium, but tax appeals associated
with the businesses would decrease
in assessed value, which he said
would hurt municipalities.
Mr. O’Donovan said licenses being issued in vast quantities would
increase alcohol consumption, posing “safety risks.” He said “Rave
Nights,” where operators could throw
“high-risk” alcohol-infused parties
with the operators making money,
could become a common routine.
Mr. O’Donovan said because his
liquor license is a costly investment,
the liability and responsibility the
bar owner adheres to is much greater
than a business owner who has only
invested $1,500 for the new proposed licenses.
He asked the township committee

relation to Cranford’s master plan
and the property’s relation to
Cranford’s affordable-housing requirements.
At Tuesday’s township committee
meeting the governing body unanimously approved an ordinance increasing Cranford’s public pool fees
for adult membership packages and
family membership packages. The
membership fees will increase by $5
per two adult members, stated Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley. Families choosing to purchase seasonal memberships for a two-adult and two-children package will pay a $10 total
price increase, stated Ms. Dooley.
The membership increases were
prompted by the rise in the minimum
wage and the subsequent increased
operational costs associated with
paying staff, Commissioner Dooley
stated.
Resident Barry O’Donovan, owner
of The Kilkenny House, said he
wanted to make the township committee aware of a proposed New Jersey legislative measure which would
greatly “devalue” liquor licenses
throughout the state while posing
public safety risks. Mr. O’Donovan
stated that the proposed measure
would allow businesses with a “hot
plate” and an establishment “no less
than 500 square feet” to obtain a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Mercedes Fol-Okamoto

ANOTHER DEMOLITION...A house on Scutter Road in Westfield has been
demolished. To make room for a new home, many mature trees were cut down.
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Congratulations to the Top 10 Sales Associates for January!

Westﬁeld West
(Across from Lord & Taylor)
600 North Avenue West
Westﬁeld, NJ 07090
908.233.0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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PROPERTY TAXES
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more
than $168,786 in taxes last year.

JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.
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Towns at Different Stages
Of Revaluation Process

By KATE BROWNE

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough council began its began its
Tuesday meeting with an invocation
in the memory of Meghan Crilly, a
second-grade teacher at the Deerfield
Elementary School who was the victim of a hit and run in Linden on
January 20. A candlelight vigil in
honor of Ms. Crilly will be held this
Saturday, February 23, at 5 p.m. The
location of the vigil is dependent on
the condition of the fields and will be
held at either the Deerfield School
or Borough Hall. The location will
be posted on the community website
and the sign in front of the municipal
building.
The council also issued two proclamations. The first honored Lucy
Fromtling as the Mountainside Rescue Squad Member of the Year. The
second acknowledged that March as
Youth Art Month and encouraged all
residents to support art programs in
local schools. The proclamation notes
that the skills developed through art
include problem solving, creativity,
and communication.
The council unanimously voted in
favor of a resolution which would
permit the sale of a borough-owned lot
located at 235 Central Avenue. The lot
is significantly smaller than the minimum-size required for development
under the applicable zoning ordinance,
according to borough officials. As a
result, it will be offered for sale to the
residents who own the contiguous
properties and is willing to pay the
highest price. The minimum bid for
the lot is $10,000.
There was a second reading of an
ordinance regarding membership requirements and fees for the
Mountainside Community Pool. All
residents of Berkeley Heights will be
invited to join the Mountainside pool
this summer and will be offered the
resident member rate. Prospective
new members will no longer be required to obtain a member sponsor
and in response to resident demand a
new category of membership has been
added and is available for two adult
residents from the same home which
will cost $325 a season.
In addition, there was a first reading of an ordinance to authorize a
bond of $625,000 to fund Infrastructure improvements including the
fourth phase of the storm sewer upgrade project, pothole repairs, and
paving Barton Drive and Partridge
Road. The bond will also support the
purchase of a new sound and video
system for the municipal courtroom
and the replacement of the entire
municipal computer system.
During the council comment portion of the meeting, Councilwoman
Deanna Andre acknowledged the
members of Boy Scout Troop 177
who recently held their Court of Honor
to commend the 126 merit badges
and 25 rank advancements and Councilman Glenn Mortimer urged residents of all ages to participate in the
many programs offered at the
Mountainside library.
Gary Whyte urged residents who
wish to honor John Cataldo, a longtime resident who passed away, and
support the University of
Pennsylvania’s research into
Fibrodysplasia Officacans Progrssive
(FOP) by making donations in Mr.
Cataldo’s memory for the purchase of a
robotic work station which will be used

REGION — Towns throughout the
region are either in the middle of the
revaluation process of properties or
preparing for the process.
Fourteen Union County towns, and
32 towns across New Jersey, were
identified as in need of updated property revaluations. The state has concentrated on towns that have not gone
through the process in 25 years or
more. State law requires towns to
conduct revaluations every 10 years.
Westfield, Fanwood, Garwood,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside each
has not gone through the process in
over 30 years.
Westfield is far along in the process. Property revaluation letters have
been mailed and the informal hearing
process is open for appointments until the end of February.
Residents will receive letters from
the town’s tax assessor certifying the
tax records with Union County by
the end of March, according to the
town’s website. The appeals process
will begin at the Union County level
in early March. The deadline to file
an appeal with the Union County
Board of Taxation is Wednesday,
May 1.
The revaluation process is being
conducted by Realty Appraisal Company out of West New York, N.J., one
of six companies approved by the
state to conduct the revaluations. Only
one other company listed on the state
website is located in North Jersey,
Appraisal Systems, Inc., out of
Morristown. Realty Appraisal also
has been hired by Fanwood and
Garwood to handle their revaluations.
Mountainside has contracted with
Appraisal Systems, Inc.
Westfield will establish the estimated tax rate in June as it awaits the
certified rates from the state and
county. Estimated property-tax bills,
due Thursday, August 1, will be mailed
out in late June. The municipal tax
rate will be certified by July following the state and county tax rates.
The town will mail final propertytax bills by Monday, September 30,
after receiving the final tax rate certification from the state and the county.
“It’s important to remember that
the purpose of a revaluation is to
spread the tax burden more equitably
among all property owners, based on
current market-rate property values,”
said Mayor Shelley Brindle in a press
release issued in January of 2018.
“While these new appraisals represent a key step in the completion of
the process, we’d like to remind ev-

convert the building’s second floor
for residential use.
Resident Maureen DeFalco, who
lives near proposed project, said “surrounding residents should not bear
the burden of someone’s investment
not working out.” Ms. DeFalco said
the board should consider resident
concerns such as “noise increases,
traffic increases, and an overall decrease to public safety” with more
residences.
Ms. DeFalco stated that “short-term
residents or temporary residents have
less stake” in the community.
Mr. Schmidt said the board of adjustment “exists” to grant variances
to properties on specific conditions.
He said the developer is “keeping the
building consistent” with the existing
structure and has scaled back the
project’s density several times.
Mr. Sontz said it was important to
allow the planning board to rezone
districts within the town.
“If the 0-1 zone has become obsolete” it is the planning board’s job to
designate the zone’s purpose or parameters, stated Mr. Sontz.
Mr. Sontz said the board of adjustment is charged with granting variances, but “not changing a zone
through variance.”

DEVELOPMENT

Spector Foerst & Associates | Offices located in Union and Essex Counties | www.spectorfoerst.com | 908.322.4886
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Candlelight Vigil to Be
Held for Ms. Crilly on Sat.

Apartments

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Meghan Crilly

to purify DNA and RNA from cell
samples. FOP is a rare disabling genetic
condition which causes bone to form in
the body’s connective tissues.
In other business, the governing
body voted to approve a raffle application from Benjamin Franklin Elementary School in Westfield, to contribute
$300 to Governor Livingston High
School’s Project Graduation, and to
authorize the borough’s fire department to apply for a New Jersey state
Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant.

Reimagining
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in New Jersey have full-day kindergarten and most likely the state will
eventually mandate that all the districts have it.
“Are we shooting ourselves in the
foot?” she inquired, noting that once
legislation mandates full-day kindergarten that the district could be granted
funding.
“Where is the educational proof?”
Ms. Grace further commented that
full-day kindergarten is required.
Resident and former teacher in the
district, Jennifer Glackin, who will
have a child enter kindergarten in
2020, agrees that full-day kindergarten makes for an “easier transition”
into first grade.
Ms. Glackin further commented
that she is “open” to plans that allow
for all students in grades 3 through 5
to be together, as she sees benefits in
the form of increased opportunities
for teachers to meet, an easier time
addressing early-intervention issues
and the opportunity for “having more
eyes on the kids.”
“In order to stay current, Cranford
has to change,” Ms. Glackin commented to The Westfield Leader, and
added that she hopes parents and residents can “be open to new possibilities.”

Cranford
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to voice opposition and directly oppose the legislative measure.
Resident Jim Carvalho said the
planning board awarded no bid contracts to the planning firm Harbor
Consultants. Mr. Carvalho said Harbor Consultants was the firm overseeing a “condemnation caper” involving the municipality condemning downtown businesses through
eminent domain. He stated that
Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
who sits on the planning board, received campaign contributions from
Harbor Consultants. Without disclosing the contributions, he said
Ms. O’Connor, as a commissioner,
voted to award contracts to Harbor
Consultants.
“In the most recent election there
was just one partisan race,” Mr.
Carvalho said.
He said Harbor Consultants made
campaign donations to a “Democratic
partisan” group “working” to elect
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
Mr. Carvalho accused the Democratic majority among the township
commissioners of engaging in “payto-play” after they awarded no bid
contracts to Harbor Consultants. Mr.
Hannen and Ms. Dooley voted on
applications involving Harbor’s expertise as planning board members.
Commissioner Hannen said he
wanted “to correct the record,” stating that no money from the local
Democratic organization was used
to finance his most recent campaign.
Resident and honorary member
of the Cranford Police Department,
Raymond K. Schwartz, was recognized by the township committee
before Tuesday’s meeting.
Raymond recently lost his life to a
battle with brain cancer. He was 15
years old and a freshman at Cranford
High School.

eryone that increases in their appraisals do not necessarily mean a similar
increase in their property taxes. In
fact, the expectation is that there will
be both increases and decreases. The
other piece of the formula in calculating property taxes is the tax rate,
which is typically not established until
mid-year, after it is certified by the
county.”
The last revaluation in Fanwood
was done 32 years ago, according to
the borough’s website.
“New tax maps for the borough are
currently being reviewed by the State
of New Jersey. Once approved, the
revaluation of properties will begin,”
according to the website. “The new
assessments must be completed by
October 1, 2019 and in place for the
2020 tax levy.”
“Typically, a revaluation will result
in an increase of property assessment
(value), but it does not mean that all
property taxes will increase. A common misconception is that a revaluation is done just to increase property
taxes. Property taxes are determined
by the municipal, county and local
school district budgets. If these budgets increase, but state aid does not,
local property taxes will go up.
“Since market conditions change
and assessments rarely change over
time, the relationship between assessments and market values become more
distant and must be brought into line,”
according to the Fanwood website.
Garwood will be conducting a complete revaluation of all properties effective for the tax year 2020, according to the borough’s website.
“The revaluation is a court order
from the Union County Board of Taxation and is approved by the director of
the Division of Taxation,” according
to the Garwood website.
Realty Appraisal was scheduled to
hold a public forum for Garwood
residents on Wednesday, February 20,
at 7 p.m., at Lincoln School, after this
newspaper’s press deadline.
Mountainside hired Appraisal Systems, Inc. at its December borough
council meeting. Scotch Plains’ revaluation will be done in 2021.
Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said in his annual address at
the January 8 reorganization meeting
that the appraisal company will provide a “comprehensive public presentation about all aspects of the revaluation and will answer any resident questions.”
“Once the date, time, and location
are finalized, we’ll make sure everyone knows about it well in advance,”
the mayor said.

Council Exploring SharedService Agreements
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Councilman Marc Lazarow said the borough
council’s finance committee is exploring several shared-services arrangements with neighboring towns
as the 2019 municipal budget takes
shape.
At last Thursday’s council meeting, Mr. Lazarow said the committee “has been looking at opportunities to improve efficiencies while
continuing to provide top-quality
services,” and has been “openly
discussing” shared-services agreements with Cranford including a
“better deal” between Garwood and
Cranford regarding the building
and permit and construction department.
He also reported that a similar arrangement for municipal courts is being discussed with another, unnamed
town.
Mr. Lazarow announced that two
special budget meetings, which will
be open to the public, will be held on
Tuesday, March 12, at 7 p.m., and on
Tuesday, March 26, at 7 p.m.
In a related budget move, Police
Chief James Wright is seeking an
increase in the fees that his department can charge utility companies to
have a police vehicle present during
any utility-related road closures. He
noted that surrounding municipalities charge utility companies $100
per day in vehicle fees for any road
closures while Garwood charges $50
per day. The fee increase is expected
to be voted on at the borough
council’s next meeting. Increasing
those fees, Councilman Lazarow
said, will keep the borough’s fees
consistent with neighboring municipalities and increase borough revenue.
Mayor Sara Todisco said NJ Transit will conduct a Garwood Station
assessment regarding more one-seat
rides to New York City for Garwood.
She said she has been working with

the Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance, which has been pushing for
more one-seat rides along the Raritan
Valley train corridor.
“The problem of 100-year-old
infrastructure, which was damaged
by Superstorm Sandy, that 200,000
people depend on each day cannot
keep being ignored,” the mayor
said.
She also said that if the muchdiscussed and long-delayed Gateway Project to create additional
Hudson River train tunnels ever
comes to fruition, train capacity
would double between Newark and
New York City.
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said the borough’s
Green Team will apply for a $2,000
Sustainable Jersey grant to fund the
installation of a “rain garden” at the
recreation complex. She described
the rain garden as “a garden of native shrubs and flowers planted in a
small depression” that is “designed
to hold and soak in rainwater runoff.”
She said rain gardens provide
benefits by acting as a “natural filter” for water that is headed to the
sewer system and added that the
park’s entrance will “greatly benefit” from the run-off absorption
process.
Mayor Todisco said the Paperboard
site demolition will result in parts of
North Avenue being temporarily
closed for safety reasons, namely the
remaining building’s proximity to
electric power lines, which makes
demolition with passing vehicular
traffic unsafe.
The borough council last week also
unanimously approved a Union
County Infrastructure grant application for $235,000 to assist funding
three projects: $60,000 worth of repairs to the municipal building and
the fire department headquarters and
$175,000 for roadwork on New Street
including repairs to drainage basins,
curbs and paving.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

MORE HOUSING...At 115 Walnut Avenue in Cranford, a three-story, mixed-use
development consisting of 24 residential apartments on the second and third
floors, and zoned for a restaurant on the ground level, is in the midst of being built.
It is being erected a block away from the train station and the mixed-use
development Riverfront at Cranford Station.

Freeholders Honor Retiring
Employees Yuska, Avery
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders bid farewell last Thursday to two long-time employees.
Michael Yuska, director of the Department of Administrative Services,
has been employed by the county
since August of 1999, when he was
hired for a position in the purchasing
department. He had previously been
a sales and inventory manager at a
family-run business, A-1 Machine &
Tool.
Mr. Yuska was promoted to director of the Division of Purchasing in
2001. The division handles some 150plus annual public bids and over
17,000 annual purchase orders, “to
assure that the expenditure of tax
monies is expedited in a lawful and
economical manner,” according to
his LinkedIn page.
He became director of administrative services in May of 2016 after
serving for several months as acting
director. The department includes the
divisions of motor vehicles, personnel and labor relations, purchasing,
asset management and labor compliance.
Mr. Yuska is relocating to Texas
after having recently been married.
“It’s always been my honor to serve
here. I really felt like I was making a
difference to the taxpayer, and you
can’t ask for more than that in a job,”
he told the freeholders after they presented him with a ceremonial resolution.
Freeholder Angel Estrada said Mr.
Yuska always provided answers to
freeholder questions with “no fluff;
he gives it to you as it is.”
He said Mr. Yuska “made up a team
of individuals who are very knowledgeable and committed to the betterment of our taxpayers, which is so
critical when it comes to purchasing.”
The board also approved a resolution for Wayne Avery on his retirement after 16 years with the county.
He had served as assistant director of
public information. He also has served
as the play-by-play announcer for
Kean University athletics and as assistant athletic director at St. Mary’s
High School in Elizabeth. He previ-

ously served as the Elizabeth recreation supervisor for nearly 39 years,
according to his LinkedIn account.
Mr. Avery started his career as a
sports director at WJDM Radio in
Elizabeth and later with Cablevision.
During Freeholder comments and
reports, Freeholder Chris Hudak
praised Governor Phil Murphy’s signing of legislation that raises New
Jersey’s minimum wage to $15 by
2024.
“They (Governor and legislative
leaders) should all be commended
because this is a great thing. Many
New Jersey residents struggle with
the minimum wage as it currently is,
and I think it is not simply as it has
been portrayed as some sort of gift to
people,” Mr. Hudak said. He said it
is, “very hard to exist in this state and
this part of the country for less money.”
Freeholder Kimberly PalmieriMouded encouraged county residents
to attend one of the training sessions
for the county’s new voting machines
being rolled out this election season.
“They’re really great machines.
They are easy to use and efficient. I
do recommend doing a test run,” she
said, noting they are on display at the
Colleen Fraser building on North
Avenue in Westfield as well as the
Union County Courthouse.
“The tutorial is really fast and it’s
important because it is an easy machine but if you haven’t been used to
doing it, it would benefit you to do the
test run,” Freeholder PalmieriMouded said.
Freeholder Estrada, speaking regarding the one-year anniversary of
the mass shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Fla., said “Florida itself”
has done “minimal” to stiffen gun
laws such as background checks.
“But we still, as a country, need to
come together and find some solution
to minimize the loss of individuals
(to mass shootings),” Freeholder
Estrada said.
The board approved the appointments of Garwood Councilman
Russell Graham and Mountainside
Councilman Robert W. Messler and
Borough Engineer Michael Disko, Jr.
to the Union County Transportation
Advisory Board.

DWC Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ner at Westfield Wealth Management.
He has more than 30 years of experience in accounting, tax preparation
and financial planning.
Mr. Christakos described how the
DWC achieves this goal of prudent
spending. “The next step is each
committee is going to do a deep
examination of their funds to see
how the funds can be best utilized to
achieve their goals, and it’s going to
incorporate a multi-step process.
We’re going to have RFPs (requests
for proposals) for every expenditure, challenging our current spending and making sure we have the
best purchasing power with what
we have. We’re also going to make
sure that the funds that we are spending have the best impact by not just
doing things as we have in the past,
but doing things that work best going forward.
“The example that I gave before
with 50 percent of our funds going to
a specific event is a pretty good
example of what we’re talking
about,” Mr. Christakos said.
In other news, Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle announced the release of an online survey to obtain
residents’ opinions regarding the revision and implementation of the
town’s Master Plan, a town-wide strategy used to develop Westfield short-

term and long-term to the benefit of
its residents and its visitors.
The survey includes questions concerning the vision for the town, commercial/mixed-use development,
land use, transportation, safety, parking and downtown economic development.
Mayor Brindle expressed her
hopes for the project. “As you may
know, the Master Plan process has
been kicked off. Please, if you can,
share this on social media. The more
people that take the survey the better off we will be. A huge piece of
this Master Plan is not only related
to all the land-use elements you
would expect, but also the whole
parking layout, map, pricing strategy, those kind of things, so hopefully through this process we can
address that as well.”
The Master Plan survey is located
online at http://publicinput.com/
WestfieldMP. The town also will hold
public meetings regarding the Master
Plan. More information may be found
at http://www.westfieldnj.gov/
futurewestfield.
The DWC’s next board of directors’ meeting open to the general
public is scheduled for Monday,
March 18, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC
office is located at 105 Elm Street,
on the basement level.
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Council Okays East Second Street
Redevelopment Investigation
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township council on Tuesday voted to authorize the planning board to undertake a study into whether the East
Second Street corridor meets the criteria to be designated as an Area in
Need of Redevelopment.
The council’s action follows the
downtown
redevelopment
committee’s decision last week to
designate the East Second Street corridor — instead of Terrill Road — as
the next phase of redevelopment.
Thomas Strowe, the township’s redevelopment coordinator, explained at
Tuesday’s meeting that redevelop-

ment plans will be moving faster than
anticipated thanks to a December
court order requesting the township
examine the remaining six phases of
the downtown redevelopment plan
and identify additional properties
where higher-density housing units
could be built. Those plans must be in
place by the end of June 2020.
Developers’ proposals for the redevelopment of the first phase, centered on the central business district,
currently are being evaluated by township professionals. Mr. Strowe said
the Terrill Road property where the
former Jade Isle restaurant is located
also will be part of the next phase of
redevelopment.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FIRE DEPARTMENT MILESTONE...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith
swears in two new fire department battalion chiefs – Joseph Rodrigues and Daniel
Biglin – at this week's township council meeting.

Downtown Music Store
Marks 50 Years In Business
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – What’s been
described as “the biggest little music
store in New Jersey” is marking its
50th anniversary this year, and Greg
Natic, owner of the Scotch Plains
Music Center, says he is looking forward to continuing to teach the next
generation of musicians.
Mr. Natic was honored earlier this
month by the township council for his
five decades in business on Park Avenue. Speaking to The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, Mr. Natic, a jazz
pianist himself, described the circuitous route that led him to Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains. Prior to 1969, Mr.
Natic, who grew up in Kearny, led a
jazz trio that traveled throughout the
United States, Canada and South
America and also performed for
Broadway shows.
He recalled that while on the road
in the latter 1960s, several opportunities fell through just as he and his
wife, Mary Ellen, were starting a
family. He eventually contacted a
friend who lived in Scotch Plains
who, after hearing what was going

After the planning board completes
its investigation of the 49 East Second
Street properties, it will send its report
and recommendations to the council,
which could adopt the planning board
report and then ask the downtown
redevelopment committee to finalize
a formal plan for any affected properties, much the same process as was
followed in the first phase. Mayor
Alexander Smith also requested that
the council be empowered to invoke
eminent domain on East Second Street,
if necessary. His position was supported by Deputy Mayor Joshua
Losardo, who said that while the ramifications of eminent domain are well
understood, its inclusion in a redevelopment plan gives the township “leverage” as the process moves forward.
In a related move, an ordinance
setting out the redevelopment plan for
a nearly three-acre parcel of property
on Jerusalem Road was introduced on
Tuesday. The development will consist of 18 apartment units in a threestory building, two stacked townhomes
and 25 townhouse units. A detailed
presentation and a public hearing on
the ordinance will be held at the
council’s Tuesday, March 5 meeting.
In other business, the council also
introduced an ordinance setting out
sewer utility rates for this year. A
public hearing will be held on March
5. After a brief presentation by the
Senior Citizen Housing Corporation’s
Mike Michalisin and Kenneth Shatten,
the council gave its approval to the
facility’s 2019 budget. The council
also approved a special use permit for
the St. Patrick’s Day event co-sponsored by the Darby Road restaurant
and the local police athletic league,
taking place March 15, 16 and 17.
Township Manager Al Mirabella
said the 2019 township budget is expected to be introduced next month,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

on with Mr. Natic, urged him to
come to Scotch Plains. Mr. Natic
told The Times his plan was to get the
music store up and running for four
years and then let his wife run it
while he resumed his pursuit of a
music career. Instead, “50 years later,
here I am.”
Back in the store’s early days, Mr.
Natic recalls a downtown business
district different from today. He ticked
off a list of shops — ranging from an
appliance center, a hardware store, a
children’s shoe store — that are long
gone — as is the old municipal building that was situated where the municipal parking lot is now located.
“We had a pretty good retail center,”
he said. He said he has a photograph
from the early 1970s of his young son
walking down Park Avenue to Wallis
Stationery, one of the few downtown
establishments from yesteryear —
besides John’s Meat Market — that is
still in business.
After 35 years at 409 Park Avenue,
the business expanded in 2003 to its
present location directly across from
the municipal building. “It’s a differCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY...Greg Natic, owner of Scotch Plains Music
Center, is marking 50 years of running "the biggest little music store in New
Jersey.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MAMMA MIA!...The Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of Mamma Mia! runs through March 2, Fridays and
Saturdays, at 8 p.m., and Sunday, at 2 p.m. The theater is located at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

Fanwood Council Honors Judge,
Swears In Three Firefighters
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Heartfelt and sincere thanks were given during
Tuesday’s regular borough council
meeting to Judge Leland McGee, a
longtime Fanwood resident, for his
10 years of service on the board of
Social Justice Matters. Judge
McGee, who was named Volunteer
of the Month, received a framed
charcoal drawing of the borough’s

Next Redevelopment Phase
To Focus on E. 2nd St.
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The downtown redevelopment committee’s
decision to designate the East Second
Street corridor — instead of Terrill
Road — as the next phase of redevelopment reflected members’ belief that
the half-mile strip is a logical next
step after the redevelopment of the
central business district.
At its meeting last Wednesday, the
committee voted 11 to 3 to designate
East Second Street, which contains
49 properties spread over a nearly
nine-acre area, for redevelopment and
to ask the township council to authorize the planning board to look into
whether the street meets the criteria
to be tagged as an Area in Need of
Redevelopment. The committee also
will include the 1.7-acre lot formerly
occupied by the Jade Isle restaurant
as part of this phase of redevelopment even though the property is included in the Terrill Road phase.
Mayor Alexander Smith, backed
by a majority of committee members
including Deputy Mayor Joshua
Losardo, also requested that the council be empowered to invoke eminent
domain on East Second Street, if necessary. He reiterated what he has said
numerous times over the past two
years that eminent domain was to be
used “only in extreme situations,”
pointing to a potential situation where
many property owners are resisting
selling their lots and developers are
pushing to start their projects.
The committee’s time frame for
evaluating the remaining six phases
of the broader downtown area was
quickened by a December court order that called on the township to
examine those remaining phases of
the downtown redevelopment plan
and identify additional properties
where higher-density housing units

could be built and to have plans in
place by the middle of next year.
Developers’ proposals for the redevelopment of the first phase, centered
on the central business district, currently are being evaluated by township professionals.
The second phase, which runs along
Park Avenue from Front Street to
Route 22, is dominated by the Snuffy’s
Pantagis property, which has already
been declared an Area in Need of
Redevelopment and may be developed into a transit hub that would
serve NJ Transit bus commuters and
also include housing and commercial
buildings.
The East Second Street corridor is
slated for housing density of 15 units
per acre, according to professional
planner Katherine O’Kane of Harbor
Consultants, which would mean 131
new housing units on the street, with
26 of them being tagged as affordable
units. The 10-acre Terrill Road corridor between the Watchung border to
the north and the Fanwood border to
the south contains 28 properties.
Mayor Smith said several of the businesses on Terrill Road are, in contrast
to East Second Street, relatively new
and owned by national or regional
chains, including an auto parts store,
an auto-service center and an Italian
ice restaurant, and he wondered what
incentive those owners would have to
sell their properties to a developer.
Township Redevelopment Coordinator Thomas Strowe said there are
more properties and businesses on
East Second Street than on Terrill
Road and called East Second Street a
“more walkable” thoroughfare that
has “lots of potential.” He did concede that the Terrill Road corridor
could benefit from the soon-to-open
movie theater and shopping center at
the former Sears Roebuck properties
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fanwood municipal governments, as
well as school administrators and representatives from the local
ministerium.
In other business, three current
members of the borough’s rescue
squad were sworn in as new members of Fanwood’s Fire Department.
Fanwood Fire Chief John Piccola
stood with the three new firefighters,
Nicholas Tripodi, Adam Miksis and
Dante Clausen, as Mayor Mahr
swore them in and thanked them for
their continued service to the borough.
Councilwoman Patricia Walsh, who
is the council liaison to the Fanwood
Fire Department, noted that the department received 19 calls during the
month of January. She added that one
was a joint call to a house fire in
Scotch Plains but that there were no
injuries.
Additionally, it was noted that Borough Historian Joe Nagy, a Fanwood
resident for more than 50 years and a
longtime volunteer, just celebrated his
96th birthday. Last year, Mr. Nagy was
given an honorary “Key to the City” for
all his volunteerism to the borough. Mr.
Nagy also is credited with helping to
start TV35, the local Fanwood station.
The next Fanwood Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, March
4, at 7 p.m., in Borough Hall, located
at 75 North Martine Avenue.

train station in recognition of his
service, which is a customary practice for the governing body of
Fanwood.
Mayor Colleen Mahr thanked
Judge McGee on behalf of the entire
governing body and acknowledged
the hard work and dedication demonstrated by Judge McGee and the
other members of Social Justice
Matters, a Fanwood-Scotch Plains
community group that has facilitated
dialogue following incidents of discrimination in the community. She
thanked him for all the various programs, lectures and prayer services
held by the group over the past decade. In addition, she noted that the
most recent Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service, held January 21, was a very
successful event, in which the group
had an integral part.
Upon accepting the honor, Judge
McGee said that he was proud to be
part of such a group and that it began
in 2009 after local residents received
some hate mail. He stated that he and
other members of the community
formed the group in an effort to bring
positive change to the community. It
was created to help battle racism and
all forms of discrimination against
people for their ethnicity or religious
beliefs. He noted that there are representatives from the Scotch Plains and

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood

ADVOCATE FOR JUSTICE...Judge Leland McGee, a longtime Fanwood resident, at podium, is honored as Volunteer of the Month Tuesday by the borough’s
governing body. He was recognized for his active role with Social Justice Matters.
Pictured at right are Mayor Colleen Mahr and Councilman Anthony Carter.
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Towns at Different Stages
Of Revaluation Process
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Courtesy of Mercedes Fol-Okamoto

ANOTHER DEMOLITION...A house on Scutter Road in Westfield has been
demolished. To make room for a new home, many mature trees were cut down.

Affordable-Housing Group
Wants to Lobby Legislators
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s newly-formed affordablehousing advisory committee plans a
three-pronged effort to influence state
legislators about what township officials feel is excessive affordable-housing mandates that have been imposed
on municipalities by courts in recent
years.
At the committee’s second meeting
held last Wednesday, Deputy Mayor
Joshua Losardo, the group’s vicechairman, outlined some of the
committee’s initial goals, which were
put together after consultations with
its two dozen members. The first is to
boost public awareness of how affordable housing is being implemented in New Jersey. In Scotch
Plains’ case, a court settlement with
developers will result in some 450
affordable-housing units, along with
about 2,500 market-rate housing units,
being built over the next six years.
Mayor Alexander Smith said he
wants to make certain that residents
and legislators know that, “we’re for
[affordable housing], but want a reasonable process” for putting it into
place. Mr. Losardo agreed, saying
that both political parties “agree
there’s a place for affordable housing; we want to get state legislators to
focus on this.”

A second aim of the committee will
be to educate the public about the
issue, with a focus on the environmental and infrastructure impacts of
more housing as well as the impacts
on the township’s first responders.
The third will be to develop an action
plan that will include contacting and
lobbying state legislators to enact a
legislative solution that is “more townspecific” instead of a “one-size-fitsall” remedy that is being imposed by
the courts, Mr. Losardo said.
Three subcommittees will be
formed to work on each of the goals,
which will be announced at the
committee’s next meeting on Wednesday, March 13.
Mayor Smith said he remains unsure of when all the new housing —
which is slated for the downtown, the
Bowcraft Amusement Park, the
former Parker Gardens site and several other smaller properties — will
actually be built. He pointed out that
the Bowcraft site has been earmarked
for housing for 20 years, adding, “I’ll
believe it when I see a shovel going
into the ground.”
He said the chances of rolling back
the township’s current housing obligations are “very slim,” but said his
goal is to “try to impact” the next
round of housing obligations so “next
time, we don’t wind up with another
450” affordable-housing units.

Freeholders Honor Retiring
Employees Yuska, Avery
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders bid farewell last Thursday to two long-time employees.
Michael Yuska, director of the Department of Administrative Services,
has been employed by the county
since August of 1999, when he was
hired for a position in the purchasing
department. He had previously been
a sales and inventory manager at a
family-run business, A-1 Machine &
Tool.
Mr. Yuska was promoted to director of the Division of Purchasing in
2001. The division handles some 150plus annual public bids and over
17,000 annual purchase orders, “to
assure that the expenditure of tax
monies is expedited in a lawful and
economical manner,” according to
his LinkedIn page.
He became director of administrative services in May of 2016 after
serving for several months as acting
director. The department includes the
divisions of motor vehicles, personnel and labor relations, purchasing,
asset management and labor compliance.
Mr. Yuska is relocating to Texas
after having recently been married.
“It’s always been my honor to serve
here. I really felt like I was making a
difference to the taxpayer, and you
can’t ask for more than that in a job,”
he told the freeholders after they presented him with a ceremonial resolution.
Freeholder Angel Estrada said Mr.
Yuska always provided answers to
freeholder questions with “no fluff;
he gives it to you as it is.”
He said Mr. Yuska “made up a team
of individuals who are very knowledgeable and committed to the betterment of our taxpayers, which is so
critical when it comes to purchasing.”
The board also approved a resolution for Wayne Avery on his retirement after 16 years with the county.
He had served as assistant director of
public information. He also has served
as the play-by-play announcer for
Kean University athletics and as assistant athletic director at St. Mary’s
High School in Elizabeth. He previ-

ously served as the Elizabeth recreation supervisor for nearly 39 years,
according to his LinkedIn account.
Mr. Avery started his career as a
sports director at WJDM Radio in
Elizabeth and later with Cablevision.
During Freeholder comments and
reports, Freeholder Chris Hudak
praised Governor Phil Murphy’s signing of legislation that raises New
Jersey’s minimum wage to $15 by
2024.
“They (Governor and legislative
leaders) should all be commended
because this is a great thing. Many
New Jersey residents struggle with
the minimum wage as it currently is,
and I think it is not simply as it has
been portrayed as some sort of gift to
people,” Mr. Hudak said. He said it
is, “very hard to exist in this state and
this part of the country for less money.”
Freeholder Kimberly PalmieriMouded encouraged county residents
to attend one of the training sessions
for the county’s new voting machines
being rolled out this election season.
“They’re really great machines.
They are easy to use and efficient. I
do recommend doing a test run,” she
said, noting they are on display at the
Colleen Fraser building on North
Avenue in Westfield as well as the
Union County Courthouse.
“The tutorial is really fast and it’s
important because it is an easy machine but if you haven’t been used to
doing it, it would benefit you to do the
test run,” Freeholder PalmieriMouded said.
Freeholder Estrada, speaking regarding the one-year anniversary of
the mass shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Fla., said “Florida itself”
has done “minimal” to stiffen gun
laws such as background checks.
“But we still, as a country, need to
come together and find some solution
to minimize the loss of individuals
(to mass shootings),” Freeholder
Estrada said.
The board approved the appointments of Garwood Councilman
Russell Graham and Mountainside
Councilman Robert W. Messler and
Borough Engineer Michael Disko, Jr.
to the Union County Transportation
Advisory Board.

REGION — Towns throughout the
region are either in the middle of the
revaluation process of properties or
preparing for the process.
Fourteen Union County towns, and
32 towns across New Jersey, were
identified as in need of updated property revaluations. The state has concentrated on towns that have not gone
through the process in 25 years or
more. State law requires towns to
conduct revaluations every 10 years.
Westfield, Fanwood, Garwood,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside each
has not gone through the process in
over 30 years.
Westfield is far along in the process. Property revaluation letters have
been mailed and the informal hearing
process is open for appointments until the end of February.
Residents will receive letters from
the town’s tax assessor certifying the
tax records with Union County by the
end of March, according to the town’s
website. The appeals process will
begin at the Union County level in
early March. The deadline to file an
appeal with the Union County Board
of Taxation is Wednesday, May 1.
The revaluation process is being
conducted by Realty Appraisal Company out of West New York, N.J., one
of six companies approved by the
state to conduct the revaluations. Only
one other company listed on the state
website is located in North Jersey,
Appraisal Systems, Inc., out of
Morristown. Realty Appraisal also
has been hired by Fanwood and
Garwood to handle their revaluations.
Mountainside has contracted with
Appraisal Systems, Inc.
Westfield will establish the estimated tax rate in June as it awaits the
certified rates from the state and
county. Estimated property-tax bills,
due Thursday, August 1, will be
mailed out in late June. The municipal tax rate will be certified by July
following the state and county tax
rates.
The town will mail final propertytax bills by Monday, September 30,
after receiving the final tax rate certification from the state and the county.
“It’s important to remember that the
purpose of a revaluation is to spread
the tax burden more equitably among
all property owners, based on current
market-rate property values,” said
Mayor Shelley Brindle in a press release issued in January of 2018. “While
these new appraisals represent a key
step in the completion of the process,
we’d like to remind everyone that increases in their appraisals do not necessarily mean a similar increase in
their property taxes. In fact, the expectation is that there will be both increases and decreases. The other piece
of the formula in calculating property
taxes is the tax rate, which is typically
not established until mid-year, after it
is certified by the county.”
The last revaluation in Fanwood
was done 32 years ago, according to
the borough’s website.
“New tax maps for the borough are
currently being reviewed by the State

of New Jersey. Once approved, the
revaluation of properties will begin,”
according to the website. “The new
assessments must be completed by
October 1, 2019 and in place for the
2020 tax levy.”
“Typically, a revaluation will result
in an increase of property assessment
(value), but it does not mean that all
property taxes will increase. A common misconception is that a revaluation is done just to increase property
taxes. Property taxes are determined
by the municipal, county and local
school district budgets. If these budgets increase, but state aid does not,
local property taxes will go up.
“Since market conditions change
and assessments rarely change over
time, the relationship between assessments and market values become more
distant and must be brought into line,”
according to the Fanwood website.
Garwood will be conducting a complete revaluation of all properties effective for the tax year 2020, according to the borough’s website.
“The revaluation is a court order
from the Union County Board of Taxation and is approved by the director of
the Division of Taxation,” according
to the Garwood website.
Realty Appraisal was scheduled to
hold a public forum for Garwood
residents on Wednesday, February 20,
at 7 p.m., at Lincoln School, after this
newspaper’s press deadline.
Mountainside hired Appraisal Systems, Inc. at its December borough
council meeting. Scotch Plains’ revaluation will be done in 2021.
Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said in his annual address at
the January 8 reorganization meeting
that the appraisal company will provide a “comprehensive public presentation about all aspects of the revaluation and will answer any resident questions.”
“Once the date, time, and location
are finalized, we’ll make sure everyone knows about it well in advance,”
the mayor said.

Redevelopment
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

on Route 22. Committee member
Colleen Gialanella called East Second Street “the logical next step,”
pointing to its streetscape and its proximity to residents. “What area are
residents more likely to walk to?” she
asked in comparing East Second
Street to Terrill Road.
With the possibility that the township will be successful in getting state
officials to designate Terrill Road as
a truck route and thus removing truck
traffic from Park Avenue, Police Chief
Ted Conley said that if construction
was taking place simultaneously on
Park Avenue and Terrill Road, the
potential for heavy traffic on both
streets could be problematic. He urged
leaving Terrill Road’s redevelopment
until after trucks and the public get
used to having larger vehicles on that
road instead of starting a major project
immediately.

UPGRADING FRAZEE HOUSE....The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House committee will present an update regarding the Frazee House restoration
on Thursday, February 28, from 6 to 9 p.m. The presentation will be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at 820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains. The
community is invited to attend.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MORE HOUSING...A three-story, mixed-use development consisting of 24 apartments and a restaurant is in the midst of being built at 115 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS SWORN IN...Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in
three new recruits to the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department. They are, pictured
left to right, Nick Tripodi, Adam Miksis and Dante Clausen. Chief John Piccola,
far right, looks on, as does Councilwoman Trisha Walsh. The trio will be in the
next class at the Union County Fire Academy.

Music Ctr. 50th Anniversary
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ent business” now than when he first
started out, Mr. Natic said. “We had a
good retail business in the 1970s and
1980s,” he recalled. “There were no
music centers, no Amazon.” He remembers plenty of musicians coming
to the store for their equipment.
“We’ve always been a mom-and-pop
store. Nowadays, we’re predominantly a teaching studio” in addition
to servicing instruments and offering
plenty of sheet music and instructional books.
The secret to his success? “An incredible amount of hard work,” Mr.
Natic said. He’ll turn 74 in May, and
“there’s no way I’d do it again this
way.” Up until the mid-1980s, he said
he would supplement his family’s income by playing club dates, wed-

dings, bar mitzvahs and the like, so
much so that he joked, “I have very
little recollection of my 30s and 40s.”
Even his children recall him being
away a good deal of the time back
then, he added.
The late Pat DiNizio, a Scotch
Plains native and leader of The
Smithereens, was a long-time customer and friend, Mr. Natic said. Marc
Shaiman, a former student at the
Music Center, went on to compose
music for movies, television and theater and won a Grammy, an Emmy
and a Tony and has been nominated
for seven Oscars.
Mr. Natic says he has vague plans
to retire at some point, but right now,
“there’s no timetable. I have too many
things going on.”

Candlelight Vigil to Be
Held for Ms. Crilly on Sat.
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council began its began its Tuesday
meeting with an invocation in the
memory of Meghan Crilly, a secondgrade teacher at the Deerfield Elementary School who was the victim
of a hit and run in Linden on January
20. A candlelight vigil in honor of Ms.
Crilly will be held this Saturday, February 23, at 5 p.m. The location of the
vigil is dependent on the condition of
the fields and will be held at either the
Deerfield School or Borough Hall.
The location will be posted on the
community website and the sign in
front of the municipal building.
The council also issued two proclamations. The first honored Lucy
Fromtling as the Mountainside Rescue Squad Member of the Year.
The second acknowledged that
March as Youth Art Month and
encouraged all residents to support art programs in local schools.
The proclamation notes that the
skills developed through art include
problem solving, creativity, and
communication.
The council unanimously voted
in favor of a resolution which would
permit the sale of a borough-owned
lot located at 235 Central Avenue.
The lot is significantly smaller than
the minimum-size required for development under the applicable zoning ordinance, according to borough officials. As a result, it will be
offered for sale to the residents who
own the contiguous properties and
is willing to pay the highest price.
The minimum bid for the lot is
$10,000.
There was a second reading of an
ordinance regarding membership requirements and fees for the
Mountainside Community Pool. All
residents of Berkeley Heights will be
invited to join the Mountainside pool
this summer and will be offered the
resident member rate. Prospective
new members will no longer be required to obtain a member sponsor
and in response to resident demand a
new category of membership has been
added and is available for two adult
residents from the same home which
will cost $325 a season.
In addition, there was a first reading of an ordinance to authorize a
bond of $625,000 to fund Infrastructure improvements including
the fourth phase of the storm sewer
upgrade project, pothole repairs,
and paving Barton Drive and Partridge Road. The bond will also
support the purchase of a new sound
and video system for the municipal
courtroom and the replacement of
the entire municipal computer system.
During the council comment portion of the meeting, Councilwoman
Deanna Andre acknowledged the
members of Boy Scout Troop 177
who recently held their Court of Honor

to commend the 126 merit badges
and 25 rank advancements and Councilman Glenn Mortimer urged residents of all ages to participate in the
many programs offered at the
Mountainside library.
Gary Whyte urged residents who
wish to honor John Cataldo, a longtime resident who passed away, and
support the University of
Pennsylvania’s research into
Fibrodysplasia Officacans Progrssive
(FOP) by making donations in Mr.
Cataldo’s memory for the purchase
of a robotic work station which will
be used to purify DNA and RNA from
cell samples. FOP is a rare disabling
genetic condition which causes bone
to form in the body’s connective tissues.
In other business, the governing
body voted to approve a raffle application from Benjamin Franklin Elementary School in Westfield, to contribute $300 to Governor Livingston
High School’s Project Graduation,
and to authorize the borough’s fire
department to apply for a New Jersey state Volunteer Fire Assistance
Grant.

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with a public hearing and vote set for
Tuesday, April 16. He reported that he
is still “fine-tuning” the numbers for
this year’s spending plan and receiving
feedback from council members as well.
The council also rejected bids for
the Brookside Park playground and
restroom improvements, with Mr.
Mirabella saying all bids received
were “well above” what township
engineers had estimated. He said the
specifications will be tweaked before
new bids are requested.
At the start of the meeting, Fire
Chief John Lestarchick introduced
new officers for his department as
well as a slate of new firefighters.
“We’ve been doing a great job recruiting,” he said before witnessing
the swearing-in of Joseph Rodrigues
and Daniel Biglin as new battalion
chiefs and Dennis Hercel, William
Bowman, Robert Villegas and
Michelle Weinstock as captains.
Samantha Grzywacz, Emily Kilgore,
Joseph Denman, Kyle Sobocinski,
Christian Rosa and Austin Pencinger
also were sworn in as the department’s
newest firefighters.
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Quattrocchi to Enter Race
For Dist. 22 Assembly Seat
REGION — Former Garwood
Mayor Quattrocchi has announced
her candidacy for state Assembly in
the 22nd Legislative District.
Ms. Quattrocchi attended last
week’s Union County Republican
Committee annual Lincoln Day celebration at Gran Centurions in
Clark. Festivities included the presentation of awards recognizing
elected officials past and present
and outstanding volunteers for their
service. Also in attendance were
Assembly members Jon Bramnick
of Westfield and Nancy Munoz of
Summit, both seeking reelection representing the 21st Assembly District.
District 22 includes the Union
County towns of Clark, Fanwood,
Linden, Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch
Plains, and Winfield as well as two
towns each in Somerset and
Middlesex counties. Now residing in
Clark, Ms. Quattrocchi held the
elected office of Mayor of Garwood
from January of 2011 through December of 2014. She has also served
as a Union County Republican State
Committeewoman, a Garwood councilwoman and Union County Domestic Violence Crisis Intervention Team
Leader.
Ms. Quattrocchi said she is looking
forward to meeting residents of the
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Patricia Quattrocchi

22nd District in the coming months to
discuss educational issues, telecommunication and tax problems in New
Jersey. She says that the current
Murphy administration is not thinking of what the residents can afford
when they endeavor the raise cash to
support their programs.
“The rain tax is an example of an
outrageous plan that will have an unfair ‘drizzle down’ effect draining the
little guys pocketbooks,” she says.

SAGE Prepares for 2019
March for Meals
SUMMIT – City officials and members of community organizations are
invited to join SAGE Eldercare in
March as it participates in the 17th
annual March for Meals – a monthlong, nationwide coming together of
local community organizations, businesses, government officials and caring individuals to ensure that
homebound and vulnerable older
adults are not forgotten.
Participants have included State
Senator Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), Summit Mayor Nora
Radest, police chiefs from Summit, New
Providence, Berkeley Heights, Springfield and Mountainside and local government officials and volunteers.
Established in 1966, SAGE’s Meals
on Wheels is the oldest continuously
run home delivery meal program in
New Jersey. In 2018, approximately
300 volunteers delivered more than
47,000 meals to 232 people in Union
County (Berkeley Heights,
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Mountainside, New Providence,
Springfield, and Summit), Essex County
(Millburn and Short Hills), and Morris
County (Chatham and Madison).
“The services that we provide older
adults in our area are critical; it’s not just
a warm meal, but also a friendly visit,
sometimes the only human contact a
person gets the whole day,” said Marianne
Kranz, SAGE director of Meals on
Wheels. “Together, we can keep older
adults living independently, healthier at
home and feeling more connected to
their community as they age.”
For more information about participating in March for Meals, contact Ms. Kranz at (908) 598-5514 or
email: mkranz@sageeldercare.org.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS

Sweeney Won’t Post Bill to
Lower Public Worker Costs
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) has said he would
not schedule Senate Bill No. 2606 for
a vote, according to a njbiz.com report. The legislation would eliminate
Chapter 78, signed by former Governor Chris Christie in 2011, that requires public employees and retirees
to field a larger share of their health
care premiums. “Those premiums are
phased in during a multi-year period
and depend on the participant’s income level,” according to the report.
“I will not post the bill for a vote
because the taxpayers of New Jersey
deserve the major structural reforms
needed to fix the fiscal crisis,” Sen.
Sweeney said in a statement isuued to
njbiz.com. “They cannot afford it and
public employees won’t realize any
lasting benefits.”
Christie Touts Wife As
’20 Candidate for Congress
Former Governor Chris Christie is
touting his wife, Mary Pat Christie, as
a potential challenger to freshman
Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill (D11th, Montclair) in New Jersey’s 11th
Congressional district next year, according to a New Jersey Globe report.
“Listen, the state would be incredibly lucky if Mary Pat Christie would
run for office,” Mr. Christie said, according to the report. “I’ve been trying to convince her that maybe she
should run for Congress. I think she
would be fabulous.” The comments
were made during Mr. Christie’s book
signing at The Eagleton Institute of
Politics at Rutgers University.
Van Drew Hopes Trump’s
Bipartisanship Is Genuine
Congressman Jeff Van Drew (D2nd, Cape May) released the following statement in response to President Donald Trump’s State of the
Union Address on February 5:
“I do hope President Trump’s calls
for bipartisanship are genuine, and I
also hope he takes the actions needed
to unify the country. I have always
said that bipartisanship is the only
way to move our country forward and
get past the political gridlock. The
State of the Union was well done this
year. You could feel the energy from
both sides of the aisle. I hope our
government can carry that energy forward to work together on the issues
that face our country. The people of
South Jersey are counting on me. The
people of America are counting on us.”

Murphy to Vote For Permanent
Fracking Ban for Delaware River
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy
has announced that he will cast a vote
as the chairman of the Delaware River
Basin Commission (DRBC) in support of a watershed-wide permanent
ban on fracking and its associated
activities, including a ban of wastewater storage, processing and discharges in the Basin, and a ban on
water exports from the watershed to
fuel fracking elsewhere.
“New Jersey is reversing course
(from the Christie Administration),”
Gov. Murphy said at a press conference on the banks of the Delaware in
Phillipsburg, according to a
northjersey.com report. “Fracking
puts our health and safety and the
health and safety of our environment
in our communities at risk. It is a
direct threat to our water and runs
counter to our values.”
Monmouth Poll: Only 4 in 10
Favor Second Term for Trump
In the run-up to 2020, fewer than
four in 10 voters back a second term for
President Donald Trump, a new
Monmouth University Poll finds a sizable number of Republican voters who
would like to see Mr. Trump face a
Primary challenge, but few would actually vote against him. On the Democratic side, voters say that they want a
nominee who can defeat the President,
even if it means selecting someone they
don’t quite agree with on the issues.
Just under four-in-10 registered
voters (38 percent) say that Mr. Trump
should be re-elected in 2020. A majority (57 percent) say it is time for
someone new in the Oval Office.
According to the poll, among a possible field of 19 announced and potential contenders, former Vice-President
Joe Biden currently has the support of
29 percent of Democratic voters, followed by 16 percent for Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders and 11 percent for
California Sen. Kamala Harris followed by Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren (8 percent), former Texas
Congressman Beto O’Rourke (7 percent), former New York Mayor Mike
Bloomberg (4 percent), New Jersey
Sen. Cory Booker (4 percent), and
Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar (2
percent). The other 11 candidates asked
about in the survey receive support
from no more than 1 percent of Democratic voters at this time.
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EAGLE SCOUT ETHAN HOM... Scoutmaster Eric Deutchman delivers the
Eagle Scout oath to Eagle candidate Ethan Hom of Westfield at his Eagle Scout
Court of Honor on February 11. Ethan’s Eagle Project was the construction,
placement and loading of four heavy-duty shelves for the Westfield High School
Theater Department.

Eagle Scout Court of Honor
Held for Ethan Hom
WESTFIELD — Eagle Scout candidate Ethan Hom, of Troop 273, a
senior at Westfield High School, celebrated becoming an Eagle Scout at
his Eagle Court of Honor on February 11 in front of an enthusiastic
crowd of 60 scouts, adult scout leaders, family members, friends and
neighbors at Jefferson Elementary
School. The speakers included the
Troop Committee Chair and Ethan’s
dad Ed Hom, Unit Leader Stan
Krieger,
Scoutmaster
Eric
Deutchman, Master of Ceremonies
Alan Devitt, and Ethan.
Ethan’s Eagle Scout project was
the construction, placement and loading of four heavy-duty shelves for the
Westfield High School Theater Department in October.
Ed Hom spoke about how the scouting model led to continuous opportunities for leadership and growth. He
told a story about how Ethan, when he
was 12 and leading a group of 11year-old scouts in an Adirondack,
called the group to order by saying,
“First Years! Everyone in this
Adirondack has to pull his own weight
because your mom isn’t here to pull it
for you. And if you can’t pull your
own weight, then get the bleep out of
this Adirondack.”
Mr. Krieger talked about the return on investment for the future
Eagle Scouts in the room being 1,000
times greater than the investment.
He spoke about the Eagle Scouts he
knew from his Scout days now doing
great things with their lives and careers.
Scoutmaster Deutchman, an Eagle
Scout for 50 years, delivered the Eagle
Charge to Ethan, including the oath,
“On my honor I will do my best, to
make my training an example, to make
my rank and my influence, count
strongly for better scouting, and to be
a better citizen.” He also read a letter

from Mayor Shelley Brindle to Ethan,
which read in part, “All of your efforts that culminated in this outstanding achievement will undoubtedly
lead to other successes and accomplishments throughout your life.”
Mr. Devitt talked about the Homs
being at every trip, and how much fun
it was to have Ethan on the trips, and
how the entire time he was in the
troop Ethan was a kid and an adult.
“Ethan would make his own slingshots, but he only used them for fun,
not for mischief,” Mr. Devitt said.
One of the special moments of the
night occurred when Ethan presented
the Eagle Advisor pin to Scoutmaster
Deutchman.
Ethan talked about how his
Scoutmaster made the troop the
special place that it is, how on
many occasions Scoutmaster
Deutchman stopped by his house
to sign a blue card or speak to his
father and ended up staying for a
couple of hours.
Ethan capped the night by thanking
the many people who helped him in
his scouting experience.
“Many people have asked me the
most important things I have learned
from scouting. This question always
threw me off because I have learned
so many things through scouting that
I would never had learned anywhere
else. From how to light road flares on
the side of the highway, sink kayaks,
start fires with bug spray, (and) lead
troop meetings. Scouting has taught
me how to lead, fail, communicate,
and learn about the outdoors,” Ethan
said.
Ethan and the troop would like to
thank Gino at Home Depot of
Garwood, Westfield Lumber and
Home Center, Bartell’s Farm and
Garden Supply, and Hershey’s Subs
and Deli for supporting his Eagle
Scout project.
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Malinowski Trans.
Funding Act In
In House Package

Malinowski Supports Action
To Stop Trump Declaration
Freshman Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Westfield) released the following statement on
President Donald Trump’s emergency declaration for a wall on the
southern border:
“The Constitution says, ‘No money
shall be drawn from the Treasury,
but in consequence of the appropriations made by law.’ Every member
of Congress took an oath to defend
the Constitution. The President’s
actions may force us to do so. I
support the enactment of a joint resolution to terminate the President’s
emergency declaration, in accor-

dance with the process described in
the National Emergencies Act. This
isn’t about building or stopping the
wall. This is about defending the
Constitution.
“As an assistant secretary of
state, I often urged authoritarian
governments around the world not
to use emergency powers to defy
their legislatures, courts, and
laws.
“It’s unthinkable that we would
need to do so in the United States of
America, but the President has forced
our hand and I believe the Congress
will do what is right.”

Coleman Calls Trump’s
Nat. Emergency ‘Misguided’
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Following reports that President Donald Trump
may declare a national emergency in
order to build a border wall at the U.S.Mexico border, Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th, Trenton) issued the following statement:
“To declare a state of emergency to
build this misguided, hate-fueled,
wasteful, inefficient and ineffective
monument to his own personal ego is,
at the same time, one of the most
flagrantly lawless and inherently
Trump-ian things this President could
attempt.
“Everyone – me, Congress, the
American people – know there is no
emergency, and there’s no need for

the wall — it’s why the public won’t
support it and why his own party has
balked at paying for it. I also know
just how ridiculous and hypocritical
his lies about immigrants and the
border are because I had the pleasure of spending the day with his
former employee, Victorina Morales,
last week.
“His own organization took it upon
themselves to hire and aid undocumented workers in getting phony paperwork. Now, according to the President, they’re suddenly a pariah and a
threat. If the President declares a national emergency, it will be a blatant
attack on the rule of law and Congress
must take him to task for it.”

Quijano: Gun Violence Is
Our ‘Real’ Nat. Emergency
TRENTON – Responding to
President Donald Trump’s national
emergency declaration to fund a wall
along the U.S. southern border with
Mexico, Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) released the following statement last
Friday:
“Today, President Donald Trump
declared of a state of emergency on the
southern border that includes directing $8 billion to build a wall. I strongly
believe this is a blatant abuse of presidential power. This ‘emergency’ is
manufactured, artificial, unnecessary
and obscenely expensive.
“Gun violence is the nation’s actual emergency. Assaults by firearms
kill 13,000 Americans every year.

There has been roughly one mass
shooting per year since the Columbine tragedy in April of 1999. In
recent mass shootings, over 200
people lost their lives at Sandy Hook,
Pulse nightclub in Orlando, the church
in Sutherland Springs, the concert at
Mandalay Bay and Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland. It
should be noted that none of the shooters in these tragedies was an undocumented immigrant. They were all
American citizens born in the United
States.
“It is for the aforementioned reasons that I plan to introduce a resolution urging the president to declare gun violence a national emergency.”
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VISITING COUNTY EMS...Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded visits the Union County EMS headquarters in
Westfield as part of her ongoing facilities tour. This life-saving service was started through the Freeholder Board in 2011
during a period of time of decline in EMS service in many communities, and has since answered more 33,000 calls since its
inception. Most EMS workers are also certified Haz Mat specialists, which is a unique asset, according to county officials.
Pictured, from left to right, are: EMT Patti Muench, Division of Emergency Services Director Christopher Scaturo, Public
Safety Director Andrew Moran and Freeholder Mouded.

‘Blue Alert’ System Would
Protect Police Officers
TRENTON – Acting to better protect law enforcement officers in New
Jersey, the Senate Law and Public
Safety Committee lastweek approved
legislation sponsored by Senator Joe
Cryan (D-20th, Union) and Senator
Linda Greenstein (D-14th, Cranbury)
that would establish a “Blue Alert
System.”
The bill, S-3272, would provide
for the rapid dissemination of information to facilitate the apprehension
of persons suspected of killing or
seriously injuring law enforcement
officers and aid in locating an officer
who is missing.
“Law enforcement officers put their
lives on the line every day in service
to the communities they serve and the
people they protect,” said Senator
Cryan, the former Union County sheriff. “If they are threatened, injured or
go missing this will provide a ‘Blue
Alert’ that enables others to act
quickly. It could mean the difference
between life and death in dangerous
situations.”
It would be modeled after the Amber and Silver Alert programs already
in place in New Jersey to protect
children and senior citizens.
“The men and women ‘in blue’
who help keep our communities safe
should be protected in any way possible,” said Senator Greenstein, the
chair of the Senate Law and Public

*52:<285021(<
7+(($6<:$<

Safety Committee. “Given the safety
risks faced by law enforcement officers, it is only right that we create a
system that would allow for more
efficient communication to help ensure that an individual who attacks an
officer is caught swiftly and brought
to justice.”
A Blue Alert would be activated
whenever all of the following criteria
are met: A law enforcement officer
has been seriously injured or killed,
and a suspect has not been apprehended, or an officer is missing while
on duty under circumstances warranting concern for his or her safety;
there is sufficient descriptive information about the suspect or the circumstances surrounding an officer’s
injury, death or disappearance to indicate that the activation of a Blue
Alert may assist in locating a suspect
or missing officer; and, the law enforcement agency leading the investigation requests that a Blue Alert be
initiated.
The Blue Alert System would enable media outlets to voluntarily inform the public of a missing law enforcement officer, information regarding a person suspected of killing or
injuring a law enforcement officer or
any other circumstances surrounding
the death, injury or disappearance of
a law enforcement officer within their
service regions.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
spending package adopted by Congress
last week implements for Fiscal Year
2019 the goals of Representative Tom
Malinowski’s (R-7th, Somerville) first
legislative initiative, The Transportation Funding Fairness Act.
In the Department of Transportation funding provisions of the 2019
spending package, now signed into
law, Congress clarified its intent to
permit state governments to count
federal transportation loans towards
a state’s share of jointly funded infrastructure projects.
He said the legislation would make it
easier for New Jersey to finance its
portion of the Gateway tunnel project
by allowing states to count federal transportation loans toward their share of
jointly funded infrastructure projects.
The spending package codified this
clarification for 2019. Mr. Malinowski’s
legislation would make it permanent.

Westfield Man Charged With
Possession of Child Porn
WESTFIELD — A Westfield man
has been arrested and charged with
multiple crimes for being in possession of thousands of images and videos depicting acts of child pornography, acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael A. Monahan announced last
Wednesday.
Gregory L. Brown, 37, of the 300
block of John Street in Westfield,
has been charged with first-degree
possession of child pornography with
the intent to distribute, second-degree possession of child pornography, and two counts of second-degree distribution of child pornography.
A months-long investigation by
the Prosecutor’s Office’s Special
Prosecutions Unit, prompted by
multiple tips received by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, working through
the New Jersey State Police Internet
Crimes Against Children Task Force,
resulted in the charges against Brown,
according to Union County Assistant Prosecutor Derek Nececkas, who
is prosecuting the case.
Through a thorough forensic
search of multiple Tumblr social
media accounts associated with
Brown and multiple electronic devices belonging to him, including a
mobile phone and a damaged tablet,
in excess of 4,000 files depicting

Gregory L. Brown

various sexual acts with children
were recovered by the Prosecutor’s
Office’s High Tech Unit, Mr.
Nececkas said.
Mr. Brown was taken into custody without incident at his home
early Wednesday morning and
lodged in Union County jail pending a first appearance and detention
hearing.
Convictions on first-degree criminal charges are commonly punishable by 10 to 20 years in state prison,
while second-degree convictions can
result in five to 10 years.
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A Year After Parkland Tragedy,
‘Alyssa’s Law’ Will Increase Safety
The solemn one-year anniversary last Thursday of
the massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Fla., was observed with renewed efforts to prevent such a horrific act from
occurring ever again.
Despite the many mass shootings that had taken
place over a span of nearly 20 years prior to it, the
Parkland event left Americans from coast to coast
reeling at the scope of the tragedy, in which a former
pupil at the high school fatally shot 14 students and
three staff members, while wounding 17 others.
The killing spree galvanized the public to demand
action, calling on lawmakers to prevent armed individuals from gaining access to schools and other
public venues. Students from Marjory Stoneman
Douglas themselves became activists, appealing for
an end to violence on school campuses. The incident
led school districts, including those within our local
communities, to implement enhanced security precautions to deter those seeking to do harm. Westfield,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford
and Garwood school districts, as well as those of
neighboring municipalities, continue to make safety
initiatives a top priority.
We believe a newly-enacted state law will help
protect students and school staff even further. Two
weeks ago, Governor Phil Murphy signed legislation mandating that New Jersey’s approximately
2,500 public elementary and secondary schools in-

stall silent, manually-activated “panic” alarms that
alert law enforcement concerning life-threatening
or other emergency situations on school premises.
As part of the security system, schools also would
be equipped with an exterior red light in a “highly
visible location above or near the front entrance or, in
the case of a school building which is not clearly
visible from the nearest public roadway, located on
that public roadway,” as stated on njleg.state.nj.us/.
The legislation, entitled “Alyssa’s Law,” is named
for Alyssa Alhadeff, a 14-year-old former New
Jersey resident who was among those students
killed in Parkland. It garnered strong bipartisan
support within both houses of the New Jersey
Legislature before receiving Governor Murphy’s
signature on February 6.
As we join the rest of the nation in remembering
the lives lost one year ago at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School, and the families and friends
left behind, we applaud lawmakers for their support
of this important step in maintaining school safety.
Yet the Parkland anniversary also reminds us, as
parents, students, teachers and fellow members of
each community, to continue to remain vigilant to
potential threats at schools and elsewhere. We are
fortunate that our schools have the benefit of sophisticated security protocols, but the popular adage “if you see something, say something” can be
just as critical to violence prevention as well.

Scutari Bill On Retroactive Raises
Should Also Limit Percentages
Last week State Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden) introduced legislation to prohibit local
elected officials from receiving retroactive pay raises.
Mr. Scutari, who serves as chairman of the Union
County Democratic Committee, was angry that
Mayor Derek Armstead of his hometown of Linden
had given himself a $26,575 raise, from $73,425 to
$100,000. That’s a pay hike of 36 percent. The raise
was done as part of an ordinance approved by the
Linden City Council on December 18, 2018. The
raise was made retroactive to January 1, 2018, thus
giving Mayor Armstead a nice Christmas bonus over
$25,000, according to a report by
unionnewsdaily.com.
The report indicated that the ordinance, approved
by the Linden council in a 6-to-5 vote, also included
employees who received raises of 2.5 percent. Fifty
of the 65 positions were crossing guards who garnered 50-cent-per-hour increases.
“As elected officials in the Legislature, we are
prohibited from giving ourselves retroactive raises
and bonuses. No elected official should be able to
collect back pay upon salary increases; this legislation extends this basic standard to all elected offices
in the state,” Mr. Scutari said in a press release issued
through the Senate Democratic Office. “I brought
forward this piece of legislation because as public
officials we aim to foster a climate of accountability
in government, and to prevent politicians from padding their bank accounts by paying themselves for

work they have already been paid for.”
While we agree elected officials should not get
retroactive raises, shouldn’t the percentage of the
raise also be subjected to the 2-percent state-imposed cap on tax increases? The Union County
Freeholders used to pass ordinances giving retroactive raises to themselves and department heads, but
they ended that practice several years ago. Increases
now start January of the new year.
Is Sen. Scutari introducing this legislation because he doesn’t support retroactive raises for politicians or because Mayor Amstead supported
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr in her run against
Mr. Scutari for Union County Democratic Committee chairman? Mayor Armstead ran as Mayor Mahr’s
vice-chair in that election.
Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp garnered a $40,000
raise — from $35,000 to $75,000 — last month.
Mayor Armstead claims some Union County “parttime” mayors earn $75,000, according to
unionnewsdaily.com. Locally, the mayors of
Westfield and Fanwood earn $1 a year. The five
members of the Scotch Plains Township Council,
including the mayor, each receive a $6,000 annual
stipend. State legislators make $49,000.
So, while we support Sen. Scutari’s legislation, he
should amend it to limit the percentage increase to
what public workers are getting and also limit how
often mayors and/or council members and county
freeholders can receive increases.
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Letters to the Editor
Freeholder Says Councilman Arena
Doesn’t Understand Property Taxes
Dear Councilman Arena: Thank you
for your response to my email.
It is evident that we all share a passion for Westfield and as I have stated
before I am looking forward to serving
the Town of Westfield, along with the
20 other municipalities that make up
the great County of Union to the best of
my abilities.
In response to your email, please
note that what you are proposing demonstrates a fundamental misunderstanding of property tax laws in the
State of New Jersey and does not take
into account both the economic and
service benefits the County of Union’s
agencies within our community provide.
As you are likely aware, it is illegal
for governments to tax other governmental buildings within their jurisdiction, which you are proposing. What it
also ignores is the economic, employment and service benefit to Westfield
from the various county agencies that
are located within our community.
There are approximately 300 County
employees (and this includes Westfield
residents) who work in the county’s
various agencies in Westfield —among
them are county police, our dispatch
center, the Office of Emergency Management, SWAT, the life-saving EMS
service that also serves Westfield, the
Master Gardner Program, and the
county clerk’s Office. It is also worth
noting that three of the county parks do
have areas within Westfield (Unami,
Echo Lake and Lenape). I am happy to
be serving as a residential committee
member of the Westfield Parks and
Recreation Assessment Committee and
hope that my input and commitment to
this committee, not only as a resident,
but also as a freeholder will benefit the
future of our parks and rec. system here
in town.
In addition to the value of having
these vital services immediately available to Westfield residents, county employees and the tens of thousands of
visitors who frequent this 24/7 facility
annually make an economic contribution by shopping and eating directly in
the Westfield business district, likely
totaling in the hundreds of thousands—
if not more—per year to businesses,
and also sparking additional employment. This figure does not even include the value — or convenience —
of services provided to our community.

Second, as you may know, tax assessments are governed by state law —
and any changes you are proposing
must be legislated at the state level.
The freeholder board has nothing to do
with assessments, as the county’s tax
assessor operates as an independent
agency, following state laws.
If you’d like to make changes in the
way Westfield’s taxes are assessed,
you should contact your state delegation and offer up your suggestions for
legislation.
Third, you’ve raised the issue of
electing freeholders by district. To my
knowledge, the rules that have established the board have existed for well
over 60 years. To change this appears
to be a call for the gerrymandering of
districts in order to win elections for
one party over another.
In fact, 18 of New Jersey’s 21 counties use the popular election system,
and Union County has been using the
system for at least six decades.
Please note that freeholders represent all parts of the county — and
currently come from areas such as Linden, Elizabeth, Cranford, Fanwood,
Westfield, and Plainfield.
We are also a diverse group, men and
women of different faiths, race and
ethnicities. Although I have only been
serving the board for one month, I
already see the benefits each member
brings from both their personal and
professional lives. We are a team committed to serving all 500,000 plus residents of this county.
We are the County of Union as a
whole, and not solely the county of a
suburb or an urban area. Our programs
benefit all parts of the county, with no
one left behind.
In the upcoming month, the board
will be holding our regularly scheduled public meetings to introduce,
amend and adopt the budget. Prior to
the introduction of the budget, the
county holds regional budget hearing
meetings. As soon as I know that schedule I will share that with you as one is
typically held in the western end of the
county. I invite you to attend any and
all of the above. This information will
be shared with the entire county and I
will be sure to share it on my own
Freeholder Facebook page to encourage all residents to come! Thank you,
Kim Mouded
Union County Freeholder

Jersey Shore Properties Will
Eventually Be Unusable
The climate emergency has arrived,
as recent disastrous events indicate.
Geophysicist Donald Perovich likens the climate system to a rowing
boat that is rocked from side to side
more and more violently, until it finally takes in water and suddenly
capsizes. ‘You can tip and then you’ll
just go back. You can tip it and just go
back. And then you tip it and you get
to the other stable state, which is
upside down.’
New Jersey has its own special
vulnerabilities to climate change. Independent of climate change, the New
Jersey shore is subsiding — its level
is lower every year, while the sea
level is rising. Shore properties will
eventually be unusable.
At the same time, New Jersey is
home to 1,500 miles of pipelines.
There are many proposed new pipelines: the Southern Reliability Link,

the PennEast pipeline, the Pilgrim
pipeline, and the Northeast Supply
Enhancement. A gas-fired power plant
is planned in the Meadowlands and a
compressor station in Roseland. There
is no plan to determine if they are
needed or if they are in the public
interest. Barbara Blumenthal of the
New Jersey Conservation Foundation has shown that no more pipelines
are needed to supply New Jersey with
energy, in a report analyzing the demand for electricity in New Jersey
and the capacity of existing pipelines.
Let’s rescue New Jersey from further destruction. Governor Murphy
needs to declare a moratorium on
fossil fuel infrastructure until there is
a sound plan in place to achieve his
goal of 100 percent renewable energy
by 2050.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Soe – A large wooden vessel for
holding water
2. Antephialtic – Preventing nightmare
3. Tharos – A small American butterfly
having orange wings spotted with black
and white
4. Messet – A dog
VANGLO
1. A traveler; a wayfarer
2. A ghost in Shakespeare’s MacBeth
3. A type of orange
4. The West Indian name for sesame
DICASTERY
1. In ancient Athens, a court of justice
2. The process of ornamenting plain
glass with transparent pictures
3. A narration; a recital of facts
4. The use of two languages
VANSIRE
1. A Dutch father
2. A small, weasel-like animal of Madagascar
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an
inflated breast
4. A confidence man; swindler
RAPPAREE
1. A French swordsman
2. The victim of a sexual assault
3. A plunderer or robber
4. A large bowl in which fat is burned
by means of a wick

Letters to
the Editor
We Need Massive
Mobilization, A Green
New Deal
Prior generations have kicked the
proverbial can down the road for too
long. Climate change is here and
we’ve got to fight it with everything
we have. Every delay in action will
cause more suffering for people, as
natural disaster grow stronger and
more frequent and our natural systems collapse under the weight of
human impacts.
We need a massive mobilization
across our country to meet the challenge. A Green New Deal will tackle
this enormous challenge while also
addressing unacceptable economic
inequality. We have a chance to build
a much better future if we act decisively now to implement a Green
New Deal.
I hope presidential candidates truly
support and push for Rep. OcasioCortez and Sen. Markey’s resolution.
Lauren Morse
Springfield

WEARING A
WHITE DRESS

Nancy Griffeth
Westfield

Atheist Proclaims, ‘We Are
All Built Of Stardust’
I read with interest last week’s letter “Atheists Versus God.” As an atheist and a scientist, I would like to
respond. Science may be clever, but it
is certainly not deceitful; 300 years
have taught us that the scientific
method is the best way to explain the
world about us, by generating ideas
that can be tested by measurement
and experimentation, for acceptance,
alteration, or rebuttal.
Scientists expect their ideas to be
challenged through the generation of
additional data or differing hypotheses, and over time, through an iterative process, a truth emerges that allows us to understand the universe we
live in, and our place in it.
We have learned about the Big
Bang, about the life cycle of stars and
the creation of all the elements in that
life cycle, and the dispersion of elements across space to produce planets, and indeed life itself. We are all
built of stardust.
We have learned, because of the
power of new technologies such as
DNA sequencing, that life emerged
once, and once only, on earth, and
that all living things share a common
descent. We understand how complexity develops from simple beginnings over millions and millions of
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

years. The details of life’s family tree
become ever clearer. The science of
epigenetics does not disprove the essential theory of natural selection, it
builds upon it.
We also know what we don’t know
– what happened before the Big Bang;
exactly how life got going (although
there are very good and testable ideas),
etc. However, most scientists do not
feel the need of a God to fill in the
gaps; rather, we accept the limitations
our current capabilities place upon us
and look to coming generations of
scientists to build on our accumulated knowledge, as we have built on
the work of Newton, Einstein, Darwin and so many others.
Scientists respect all life on the
planet, cherish the environment, believe in the power of rational thought,
and respect the contributions all of
humanity can make to improving our
understanding of the world we live in.
Personally, I believe those beliefs
provide a moral foundation for my
life, and for my children’s lives, and I
do not need to choose amongst a
bewildering variety of theist ideologies to shape my worldview.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

The Public Deserves
Answers
WESTFIELD -- Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick wants the
Port Authority of NY and NJ to investigate prices that vendors charge at
Newark Airport for basic items, including $4 for bottled water. Vendors
have self-service and self-checkout
yet continue to have astronomical
prices on necessary items, said Asm.
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield). Travelers are a captive audience and there
is no competition for consumers. A
bottle of water should not cost $4.
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
March Highlights
Ways to Improve Your Health This March
By Victoria Shestack Aronoff

Looking for something to do this
March besides feel bad that it isn’t
spring yet? The Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC) gives you some very exciting choices: You can learn about
ways to improve your health and
wellness at the Second Health and
Wellness Expo; or attend one or both
of the GWACC travel nights and learn
about the amazing travel opportunity
to Iceland or Greece. Research shows
that travel can increase your life expectancy!
Second Annual Health and
Wellness Expo sponsored by Trinitas
Regional Hospital will be held on
Sunday, March 31, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Union Catholic Regional High
School, 1600 Martine Ave. Scotch
Plains. GWACC is excited to have
the Trinitas Regional Medical Center
back as the premier sponsor of the
second Health and Wellness Expo.
The inaugural event last year welcomed over 700 attendees, and we
expect 2019 to be even better! Free
and open to the public, this expo
event will feature a host of more than
40 local exhibitors including yoga
studios, personal trainers, juice bars,
gyms, holistic practitioners, therapists, life coaches, chiropractors, nutritionists, dentists and more. Practitioners will be on hand to present
information about their products and
services, and Trinitas will lead the
health screenings. There will also be
a fun children’s scavenger hunt and
food trucks serving healthy and tasty
offerings. This is a great opportunity
to learn about the health and wellness
resources in your backyard and be the
best you in 2019. This free event is
open to the public. Vendor tables are
still available. The information can
be
found
at
https://
www.gwaccnj.com/events/healthwellness-expo/.
Iceland Travel Night will be Thursday, Thursday, March 7, at 6 p.m,
GWACC Office, 212 Lenox Ave.,
Westfield. You’re invited to a special
travel presentation by Collette Tours,

which will be discussing the highlights of the upcoming GWACC trip
to Iceland from Friday to Thursday,
November 8 to 14. This seven-day
trip to the “land of fire and ice” includes the rare opportunity to see the
spectacular northern lights on an exhilarating evening cruise. Gaze at the
spectacular Gullfoss waterfall – one
of the world’s most incredible cascades. Walk on a black volcanic sand
beach. Relax in the warm, mineralrich water of a natural geothermal
pool. Go on a walking tour of old
town Reykjavik. And so much more!
To register for this travel night, go to
https://www.gwaccnj.com/events/
iceland-travel-presentation/ or call
(908) 233-3021.
Greece Travel Night at Limani’s
Seafood Grill to be held on Tuesday,
March 26, at 6 p.m., 235 North Avenue
West, Westfield. Come to Limani’s
Seafood Grill and learn about a nineday trip to Athens, Mykonos and
Santorini. Step into history and discover a place where the mythical Greek
Gods ruled the world. Visit the Acropolis and the Parthenon, travel by highspeed ferries across the Aegean Sea to
picture-perfect islands, walk on beautiful beaches and through picturesque
villages, and eat in quaint cafes. This
trip is cosponsored by Limani’s, which
will also serve tasty Greek snacks at
the Travel Night while you imagine
going on this great trip! To register, go
to https://www.gwaccnj.com/events/
travel-presentation-greece/ or call
(908) 233-3021.
So, there you have three great things
to do in March. If you need even
more, GWACC has several other
March events including a breakfast
networking meeting at Spencer Savings Bank, Tuesday, March 5; Networking
Happy
Hour
at
GameChanger Gym on Thursday,
March 21 and a training workshop
“How To Start Your Own Business”
on Tuesday, March 26. See for yourself at www.gwaccnj.com/events.
Victoria Shestack Aronoff is a volunteer with GWACC.

N.J.’s Family Leave Expansion
Bill Becomes Law
TRENTON - A bill (formerly bill A3975) signed into law Tuesday expands New Jersey’s family leave law
by expanding the length of time off,
providing higher compensation for
those taking leave, covering more family members, improving job protections and boosting awareness for the
program.
“Many workers can’t afford to take
family leave because of its low wage
replacement rates, or choose not to out of
fear of being retaliated against if they do.
In some cases, they are unaware that this
is even an option,” said Assemblywoman
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth), one of the
bill’s sponsors. “The law will now help
working families who need to take time
off work to bond and care for a new child,
or to care for a family member who is sick
or is recovering from a violent ordeal to

do so without jeopardizing their financial
security.”
In 2008, New Jersey became the second state (after California) to adopt a
paid family leave policy. Since then, the
Family Leave Insurance (FLI) program
has replaced over half a billion dollars in
lost wages for hundreds of thousands of
state residents who needed time off from
work to care for a new child or sick
family member. However, participation
numbers suggest more New Jerseyans
could be taking advantage of the program.
Since its inception, about 31,000 residents have used paid family leave each
year, which is about 12 percent of eligible
new parents in New Jersey. Participation
for new parents has stayed relatively flat,
rising to just 13 percent in 2014 from 11
percent in 2010.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs
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Garwood Mayor Todisco Announces
Train Station Utilization Review
I am excited to announce that NJ
Transit has agreed to conduct an assessment of Garwood Station to determine if our ridership warrants additional train stops. Upon being sworn
into the office of mayor, I hit the
ground running on a number of issues
and contacting NJ Transit was top
among them. On January 25, I received a response from Lawrence
Hamm, NJ Transit’s regional manager for government and community
relations, informing me that my request for additional train stops was
received and an assessment is underway. While it is likely to take more
than a single request to make this a
reality, I will continue to lobby for
better service, in quantity and quality,
for those taking public transportation
into and out of Garwood.
It has been a number of years since
a request like this has been made, but
I remain optimistic that Garwood’s
service from NJ Transit will improve,

particularly once large sites on South
Avenue along with North Avenue are
complete in the next two years or so.
In fact, back in 2009, a memorandum
of understanding was sent by NJ Transit to then Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
which memorialized a joint commitment to making mutually-beneficial
advancements. Garwood has followed
through by advancing transit-oriented
development projects, which will soon
become more than a plan, but a reality. Now, we ask NJ Transit to stay
committed to its promise of schedule
enhancements.
NJ Transit is certainly facing its
share of challenges at the present
time. However, I am committed to
building a strong line of communication between our two entities and will
continue to advocate for the best interests of Garwood.
Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood

Cranford Police Dept. to Become
C.L.E.A.R. Program Location
Chief Ryan J. Greco announced
that as of February 1st, 2019, the
Cranford Police Department will take
part in Union County’s Community
Law Enforcement Addiction Recovery (C.L.E.A.R.) Program as a local
C.L.E.A.R. Program Location. The
C.L.E.A.R. Program is a partnership
between the County of Union and
Prevention Links in which law enforcement agencies provide on-site
drug addiction recovery services to
Union County residents seeking assistance.
Since June of 2017, the Union
County Sheriff’s Office in Elizabeth
and Union County Police Department
in Westfield have been the two locations where services could be found.
Since its inception, the C.L.E.A.R.
Program has assisted 72 individuals
towards recovery. In strategizing on
how best to address the grave consequences of substance use disorder,
Chief Ryan Greco welcomed the opportunity to have his department participate in a program that provides
another avenue to combat the opioid
problem in Union County. In 2018,
the Cranford Police Department responded to 17 opiate overdose calls
for service. Three of those calls resulted in fatalities. “It is clear that law
enforcement cannot arrest its way out
of the problem of substance abuse.
Medications such as Naloxone are
incredibly useful but are at best a
band-aid in a time of emergency. To
truly tackle this problem, those individuals facing the disease of addiction need to find their way to recovery,” Chief Greco said. Chief Greco
believes that the innovative approach
of partnering his organization’s officers with Prevention Links and High
Focus Centers makes perfect sense.
“I can only hope that by providing an
additional C.L.E.A.R. Program location and expanding the program hours

we will be able to assist even more
people towards recovery.”
Coordinated by Captain Guy
Patterson, 12 Cranford Police Officers have received advanced substance
abuse training and will serve as facilitators for participants. C.L.E.A.R.
Program participants seeking treatment will be met by one of the
department’s specially trained officers who will assist the individual and
pair them with a partner agency recovery coach. A recovery coach serves
as the individual’s guide to appropriate treatment facilities and recovery
support networks. C.L.E.A.R. provides services at any of the program
locations Monday through Friday
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. In addition to the regular business hours, the Cranford Police Department has created a partnership
with local stakeholders at High Focus
Centers to provide after-hours recovery coaching services. Collectively,
these partnerships allow for the
Cranford Police Department to offer
substance abuse recovery assistance
services 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Anyone seeking substance
abuse assistance is encouraged to
come to the Cranford Police Department. For additional information,
please contact Captain Patterson at
(908) 709-3991.

Support Local Journalism

Constitution of United States of
America 1789 (rev. 1992)
25th Ammendment
Section 1
In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or
resignation, the Vice President shall
become President.
Section 2
Whenever there is a vacancy in the
office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice President
who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses
of Congress.
Section 3
Whenever the President transmits
to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge
the powers and duties of his office,
and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such
powers and duties shall be discharged
by the Vice President as Acting President.
Section 4
Whenever the Vice President and a
majority of either the principal officers of the executive departments or of
such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit to the President
pro tempore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the
President is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office, the
Vice President shall immediately as-

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

www.sg-cpas.com

sume the powers and duties of the
office as Acting President.
Thereafter, when the President
transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives his
written declaration that no inability
exists, he shall resume the powers
and duties of his office unless the
Vice President and a majority of
either the principal officers of the
executive department or of such
other body as Congress may by law
provide, transmit within four days
to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable
to discharge the powers and duties
of his office. There upon Congress
shall decide the issue, assembling
within forty-eight hours for that
purpose if not in session. If the
Congress, within twenty-one days
after receipt of the latter written
declaration, or, if Congress is not in
session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble,
determines by two-thirds vote of
both Houses that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the
same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the
powers and duties of his office.

NJCPA Urges N.J. Legislature to Make
Tax Change if Cannabis is Legalized
NJ Tax Law Should Decouple from
IRS Code 280(E) - If adult-use cannabis is legalized in New Jersey, it is
crucial that the state decouples from
the federal law governing cannabis
— Internal Revenue Code 280(E) —
to have a viable cannabis industry. As
it stands, the federal provisions in
IRS Code 280(E) make it impossible
for cannabis business owners to receive a tax benefit for any of their
operating expenses due to cannabis’
status as a federally-controlled substance. This creates an immense challenge to the cash flow of cannabis
operations in the United States. Only
by separating New Jersey from the
IRS tax law will cannabis owners be
able to deduct ordinary and necessary expenses in the same manner as
their non-cannabis counterparts.
Though the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants
(NJCPA) does not have a position on
legalizing adult-use cannabis, we understand the need for the tax law
change. The specific changes to
decouple New Jersey from federal
280(E) for gross income tax and corporate income tax calculations are
underlined in the attached document.
By not allowing cannabis owners
in New Jersey to receive this tax

benefit, it deters them from reinvesting the funds and growing their businesses. It would also force these businesses to retain cash to satisfy their
federal tax liabilities, which would be
three times higher than a typical business tax bill, and it would create tremendous barriers to entry for others.
On a broad level, it also runs counter
to Governor Phil Murphy’s plan of
creating sustainable tax revenues for
New Jersey.
To correct this, we are asking the
New Jersey Legislature to consider
changing the tax code to ensure a
successful business environment, if
adult-use cannabis is indeed legalized.
New Jersey would not be alone in
making this tax change. Many of the
states that have legalized cannabis
have decoupled from 280(E). Of the
10 states with a regulated, adult-use
market, two have specifically
decoupled completely, one has specifically decoupled corporations, and
two have no state tax at the business
level, thus decoupling by default. Of
those, the most advanced and developed markets are those which specifically decoupled, such as Colorado and Oregon.
Ralph Albert Thomas, Executive
Director, NJCPA

goleader.com/subscribe

Get
protection
and live
worry free

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns
Call for an appointment
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Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.
Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

State Farm® provides life
insurance policies to millions of
people, and with more choices to
protect you and your loved ones,
,FDQKHOSÀQGWKHULJKWSROLF\
for you.
Here to help life go right.™
Call me today.

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI) State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI) 1605581
%ORRPLQJWRQ,/

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

James McGlewˏII, Esq.
908.233.6800

Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
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Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
Highlights Upcoming Events
GARWOOD — To continue
Garwood’s Mayors Wellness Campaign, at the 2018 New Jersey State
League of Municipalities Convention, then Mayor Charles Lombardo
signed the New Jersey Health Care
Quality Institute’s Pledge of Participation. The pledge highlights
Garwood’s commitment to work toward and promote an active living
and healthier lifestyle for its residents. This statewide Mayors
Wellness Campaign is supported by
nearly 400 mayors throughout the
state to implement health and
wellness programs.
Current Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco has appointed former Mayor
Lombardo as the Mayors Wellness
Campaign liaison. Mr. Lombardo recently formed a committee that currently is comprised of six members,
including three Garwood citizens, a
professional personal trainer, a registered dietitian and an officer from the
local Chamber of Commerce. They
presently are reaching out to the entire community of Garwood to join
their efforts as the committee offers a
series of events, including educational
workshops on healthy eating, active
living and various wellness activities.
The committee will encourage
healthy living and eating habits
through nutritional education for
adults of all ages as well as schoolage children.
The first Mayor’s 3K Walk of 2019
will be held on Saturday, March 23,

starting at 10 a.m., at the East Street
entrance to the park. It is anticipated
that this walk will take place on the
fourth Saturday of every month.
Mayor Todisco will be this month’s
celebrity walker. In the months to
follow, celebrity guest walkers will
include the chief of police and school
officials, among others. Mr.
Lombardo reminds participants that
it is a walk, not a run or a competition,
just an opportunity to get out in the
fresh air, meet one’s neighbors, and
get some exercise.
Members of the Mayors Wellness
Campaign met with Lincoln School
Principal Mary Emmons, Superintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., and the Lincoln School PTA,
to discuss ways that the campaign
can be integrated into the school’s
curriculum and activities, offering
parents and students nutritional information for families to stay active, while making healthy food
choices.
The committee has established a
monthly schedule, meeting on the
second Monday of each month at 4
p.m., in Borough Hall. Committee
members encourage Garwood’s residents to share in their mission. In the
near future, they will reach out via a
Facebook page and local newspapers
to bring in new members and interested professionals to join them. Interested persons are advised to contact the Mayors Wellness Campaign
via email at MWC@garwood.org.

Scotch Plains Library Plans
Makers Day Activities
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library, and more than
200 participating sites across New
Jersey, will celebrate making, maker
culture and STEAM-based (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Math) learning for all ages
during the fifth annual NJ Makers
Day on Friday and Saturday, March

Mr. Booth to Be Feted
By WCC February 22
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Center (WCC) has announced its Black History Month event
for 2019 will be held on Friday, February 22, from 7 to 11 p.m., at the center.
The WCC is located at 558 West Broad
Street, Westfield. The evening will
include food, fun and entertainment
by The Universal Sound Band, a group
specializing in soul, rhythm and blues
and Motown standards.
Langston Booth, a 44-year employee of the WCC, will be honored
at this event. Raised in Westfield,
Mr. Booth attended the Juilliard
School in New York City and served
three and a half years in the United
States Army, attaining the rank of
sergeant. He is a percussive musician serving the Bethel Baptist
Church in Westfield.
Besides his primary duties at the
WCC, providing janitorial and maintenance services, he has been a bus/
van driver for children and senior
citizens, counseled youth, and taught
drums in the Drum and Bugle Corp
that the WCC once sponsored, among
other roles.
Admission is $20. Payment may be
made in advance or at the door. For
more information, call (908) 232-4759
or visit westfieldcommunitycenter.org.

22 and 23.
The maker movement in the United
States is not just a hobby; it is having
a significant impact on school curriculum development and growing
local economies by providing access to people, information, resources and tools that facilitate making to a wide variety of skill levels.
Hands-on events will include a sewing class for adults, a littleBits Coding class for middle-school students,
a paper airplane workshop with 4H
Union County, and a HealthBarn
cooking class for children ages 5 to 8.
Families will have an opportunity to
take on the third annual Family Maker
Challenge, in which they will create a
Marshmallow Peeps diorama inspired
by a favorite story.
Online registration is required for
these events, which are open to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood library
cardholders exclusively. For more information, visit the Scotch Plains Public Library website, scotlib.org/
makersday/.
In addition to the above events,
on Saturday, from 10 a.m. to noon,
the community is invited to make a
stress ball and explore littleBits,
Makey Makeys and LEGOs on the
lower level of the library. Upstairs,
activities will include making a button, paperback hedgehogs, origami
bookmarks and straw builders, as
well as Family Storytime and Craft.
From 3 to 4 p.m., the library’s bookbinding machine will be available
for making a notepad. No registration is needed for these activities,
but supplies are limited.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Area Residents Can Learn
‘Wisdom of Sojourner Truth’
CRANFORD — Daisy Century,
Ed.D., a historical interpreter, educator, actor, author and singer, will
bring to life one of the world’s
most influential and accomplished
women when she shares the “Wisdom of Sojourner Truth.”
All are invited to attend this program on Wednesday, March 27, at
7 p.m., at the Cranford Community
Center. The event is sponsored by
the Friends of the Cranford Public
Library.
Escaping the brutality of slavery
in 1826, Isabella Baumfree took on
the name Sojourner Truth and began her travels as a preacher. Believing the causes of women’s rights
and abolition to be intertwined and
equally important, she spoke publicly on suffrage, and gave her most
significant speech, “Ain’t I a
Woman?” at the Ohio Women’s
Rights Convention in 1851.
Ms. Century performs historical

interpretations of the lives of brilliant and influential women, including Harriet Tubman, Bessie
Coleman and Madam C.J. Walker.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Biology from Claflin University,
a Masters in Science Education from
South Carolina State University and
her Ed.D. from Temple University.
She has inspired students in the
Philadelphia school system for more
than 20 years with her historically
accurate performances. Ms. Century also writes under the name
Emily Nelson, and has published
two books: “Belle” and “Ms.
Emmaline’s Little Book of Wit and
Wisdom.”
No registration is required for
this free event. The Cranford Community Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue and is accessible to
all. For more information about
the Cranford Public Library, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

SOUP’S ON...Fourth graders in Branice Moore’s class at McKinley Elementary
School in Westfield were Soup-er Bowl champions, collecting 388 non-perishable
food items, while the entire school community collected 3,465 food items for a local
food pantry.
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Historical Society to Hear
Talk About Redistricting

Photo Credit: Seamen’s Church Institute

SPIRITUALITY AT SEA...A Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI) chaplain, left,
visits with a crew member. The Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford will hold
a bake sale this Sunday, February 24, after the 8 and 10 a.m. worship services, to
benefit the SCI and the mariners it serves.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Aid Seamen’s Institute
CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church will hold a bake sale
fundraiser this Sunday, February 24,
following both the 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. services, to benefit the
Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI).
The church also is collecting trialsize shampoo, two- to four-ounce
bottles of hand lotion, lip balm, soft
packs of facial tissue, packs of chewing gum, and microwave popcorn,
for SCI’s “Christmas at Sea” program. JoAnne Bartosik, the “Christmas at Sea” coordinator, will speak
about SCI and the program.
“Ninety percent of everything
consumed is brought over by container ship,” said the Reverend
Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-inCharge. Trinity Episcopal Church
is located at 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford. For additional information, call (908) 276-4047. Everyone is welcome.
The SCI, founded in 1834 and
affiliated with the Episcopal
Church, is the largest mariners’
support agency in North America.
It provides professional mariners
with specially-tailored education,

free legal advocacy for mariner
welfare, and pastoral care. It operates Seafarer Centers in Port Newark, the Port of Oakland, Houston,
Tex., and Paducah, Ky. Its chaplains visit more than 2,400 vessels
a year. The Seafarer Centers provide mariners and port workers with
Internet access and personal computers, International calling and
cheap phone cards, recreational activities, worship and pastoral care
regardless of their religious affiliation, and free shuttles from terminal gates to the center and local
stores. For more information about
SCI, visit seamenschurch.org or
call (973) 589-5828.
Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make the Lord known through
faith, fellowship, and service.”
Sunday services, celebrated by
Reverend Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. For more information about
the Trinity Episcopal Church, call
(908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/

Lantern Hill Welcomes
New Executive Director
NEW PROVIDENCE — Craig providing the highest quality of operaKarczmer has been named the new tions and services to our residents and
executive director of Lanemployees, will play a key
tern Hill, an Erickson Livrole in helping Lantern Hill
ing developed and mancontinue to be an outstandaged retirement commuing retirement destination
nity in New Providence,
in Union County, New JerN.J., effective January 7.
sey,” said Vice-President
In his new role, he is
of Regional Operations,
responsible for ongoing
Chris Emmett.
project development,
“It is a privilege to join
operations, and providthe Lantern Hill team,”
ing vision and leadersaid Mr. Karczmer. “I’m
ship for the Lantern Hill
truly looking forward to
community.
being a part of such a speMr. Karczmer joined
cial community and helpErickson Living in 2014
ing to provide the highest
Craig Karczmer
and has more than 20
level of operational excelyears of experience in the senior hous- lence and customer service possible.”
ing and health care industries. He
Mr. Karczmer received his Bachmost recently served as the executive elor of Arts degree from the State
director at Ashby Ponds, an Erickson University of New York at Oswego
Living developed and managed re- and his Masters of Public Health Care
tirement community in Ashburn, Va. Administration from Long Island
He also served as associate executive University.
director at Cedar Crest, an Erickson
About Lantern Hill:
Living developed and managed reLantern Hill, one of 20 continuing
tirement community in Pompton care retirement communities develPlains, N.J. Before joining Erickson oped and managed by Erickson LivLiving, he was part of a team tasked ing®, is situated on a scenic 26-acre
with opening five assisted living and campus in New Providence, N.J. The
memory care assisted living commu- community is located in Union
nities in New Jersey.
County and is home to 390 residents.
“Craig’s proven leadership and ex- Additional information about Lanpertise in senior living services, as tern Hill can be found at
well as his tremendous passion for LanternHillCommunity.com.

IN SESSION
Therapeutic Relationships,
Like Others, Require Honesty
By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service
Our agency continues to see more
and more clients. Our collective experiences teach us more and more
each day. I try to remain teachable:
willing and open to new things, ideas,
theories and schools of thought.
Look at the world today. So many
things change. Life is a series of
changes. Anyone who is “really living” can surely attest to that! But,
there are a few things that remain
steadfast and true, in my experience,
when dealing with people personally
and professionally.
One of the most important, undeniable qualities that must exist in any
healthy relationship is honesty. Honesty is also vital in a successful therapeutic relationship. Those clients that
are open and working in a collaboration with the therapist have the greatest success. Withholding basic information such as prior treatment, hospitalizations and medication is detrimental to the outcome of treatment.
Sometimes, emotions, deep feelings of shame, such as embarrassment or grief associated with this
history, keep people from disclosing.

A client may be dealing with anger
and resentment toward a prior therapist experience or institution. These
feelings are very important and would
be greatly beneficial to explore and
process at the beginning of a new
counseling relationship.
Mental health is as important as
any other health issue. Misleading or
dishonest information may potentially
have life-and-death consequences. Do
not deny yourself the ability to heal
and recover and be emotionally
healthy. It is so important to be forthcoming and honest, as best as you
can, to truly benefit from the therapeutic process. Consider your mental
and emotional health like your physical health. It is precious. Good health
is a blessing and should be cherished.
Don’t forget about all of you, including your emotions. You matter!
***
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed therapist with Youth and Family Counseling Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 2332042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, John C.
Lesher, Ph.D., will speak March 6 on
“The Process of Redistricting and How
It Affects Your Vote.” The event will
begin with check-in at 11:45 a.m. at
the Echo Lake Country Club, located
at 515 Springfield Avenue, Westfield.
Mr. Lesher will explain the Federal
Redistricting process which takes place
every 10 years in the United States.
This process involves the Census
Count, the apportionment of the 435
seats in the House of Representatives
among the states based on the Census
Count, and the formation of districts
within the states from which each state’s
allocation of representatives are elected
and sent to Congress. “Gerrymandering” is a term used to describe how this
process can become abused to redistrict for political gain.
Mr. Lesher has worked in real estate development for more than 40
years. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in
English from Scranton University, a
Master of Business Administration
from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania, a Master of
Arts in History from Montclair State
University, and a Master of Arts and
Ph.D. in Political Science from
Rutgers University. It was at Rutgers
where he completed his doctoral dissertation in 2017 evaluating the concept of redistricting.
Active in community affairs, Mr.
Lesher serves as treasurer of the
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
Corporation and as a member of the
board of trustees for the Echo Lake
Country Club. He and his wife, Tina
Lesher, Ed.D., have resided in
Westfield for 42 years and are the
parents of three children.
Those wishing to attend the luncheon may make a reservation by
email
to

westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com,
or by calling (908) 654-1794, before
11 a.m. on Friday, March 1. Attendees are asked to advise if there are
special dietary needs.
The luncheon fee of $35 for
Westfield Historical Society members and $40 for non-members includes a three-course meal, coffee/
tea and gratuity. The luncheon fee
should be paid in advance (check
payable to Westfield Historical Society) by mailing it to Westfield Historical Society, P.O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091, or online at
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/registration/. Payments should be received
by Friday prior to the luncheon.
Westfield Historical Society memberships also will be available at the
luncheon.
For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events,
visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the Society on Facebook.

John Lesher

Garwood Hist. Committee
Highlights Plans for 2019
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Historical Committee held its first
meeting of the year on January 28
and welcomed new members to its
group. In addition to Carol
Lombardo, chairwoman; Bruce
Paterson, vice-chairman; Adele
Lewis, treasurer, and Chelsea Brandt
Rooney, secretary, other members
include Jennie Browne, Pat DiFabio
and Helen Laucius. Mayor Sara
Todisco recently appointed three
new members: Stephanie Bianco,
Max Blanton and James Hart. Councilman Russ Graham is council liaison for the committee.
The Historical Committee has revealed plans for 2019, among them
showing off what it calls the
borough’s “sweet side.” It is hoping
to create a dessert recipe book in
the near future, highlighting the favorite dessert recipes from
Garwood’s residents and businesses.
More information will be available
in the next few weeks.
The committee also is planning a
rededication of a memorial plaque,
which was located on a rock, behind

Mary Poppins Jr.
On Tap at Terrill
SCOTCH PLAINS — Terrill
Middle School, located at 1301
Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, will
present Mary Poppins Jr. as its
Spring musical, featuring a cast,
crew and ensemble of 88 students.
Opening night of the musical will
take place on Friday, March 1, at 7
p.m., followed by performances on
Saturday, March 2, at 7 p.m., and
Sunday, March 3, at 2 p.m. Concessions and candygrams will be available, and there will be one 15-minute
intermission.
Tickets for this event can be purchased at m.bpt.me/event/4070350.
Ticket prices are $10 for general
admission; $8 for students with ID,
and $6 for senior citizens. For more
information, contact Alexis Veglia
at
(908)
447-4541
or
aveglia0501@gmail.com.

a fence in center field of the James
Guerriero Baseball Field. The rock
has since been relocated to a more
prominent place near the Humenick
Field House so that it can be appreciated by all who visit the area. This
rededication is planned for midApril. Details will follow shortly.
When “Garwood Rocks” takes
place on Sunday, June 2, the
Garwood Historical Committee will
again have a booth featuring some of
Garwood’s history. The committee
additionally will host the History
Rock Hunt as it has for the past two
years. As the date gets closer, more
information will become available.
The committee wishes to thank
all those who purchased the Series
2 Holiday Ornament, the last
fundraiser of 2018 for the committee. It was a great success and the
Historical Committee has plans for
a third and final set, which will be
available later in 2019.
Committee members urge residents to think of the committee before tossing out what might be trash,
but could actually be “treasure.”
The committee is always looking
for memorabilia of Garwood, artifacts and old photographs of the
borough. Its mission is to preserve
and protect Garwood’s short but
rich history. The Garwood Historical Committee can be reached at
garwoodhistory@garwood.org.

Singles Group Posts
March Meetings
WESTFIELD — The Sunday
Morning Singles Discussion Group
meets for lively conversation every
Sunday. Meeting dates for next month
include March 3, March 10,, March
17, March 24 and March 31.
The group meets from 9 to 10 a.m.
on the lower level of the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street. This non-denominational
group enjoys a continental breakfast
followed by conversation. A $2 donation is requested. For more information, call (908) 686-0563.

Library Has Graphic Novels
For Adults, New Database
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
two major new additions to its collections and website: graphic novels for adults and a new financial
database. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.
Comprised of fiction and non-fiction titles, the graphic novel collection gives adults the chance to read
history, biography, classics, memoirs
and fiction in comic-book format.
Some of the titles are “Anne
Frank’s Diary,” “To Kill a Mockingbird,” “Anthem,” “Broken
Glory: The Final Years of Robert F.
Kennedy” and “Charles Darwin’s
On the Origin of the Species.”
“Graphic novels for adults are so
rich in illustration and text,” said
Jen Schulze, head of Adult Services
at the library. “They are really sophisticated in the way they deliver
storylines, concepts, and information in a highly visual way.”
The graphic novels can be

checked out for 28 days. They are
located at the top of the stairs on the
library’s second floor on shelves
outside of the Reference Office.
As of January 25, the library
switched from Standard & Poor’s
Net Advantage database to Value
Line Research Center Library. A
leader in finance and investment
information, Value Line provides
Daily Market updates, stock quotes
organized by name or symbol, and
featured articles that keep readers
informed on investing.
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”
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FUMC Westfield to Feature
Theme of ‘Sowing Miracles’
WESTFIELD — As a neighbor in
the community, First United Methodist Church (FUMC) Westfield believes its purpose is grounded in serving, being a place of openness and
diversity, and always ensuring everyone feels welcome.
This week, FUMC cited 2
Corinthians 9:6, which says, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously.”
During the month of March, the
church will prepare to live this purpose with the theme “Preparing to
SOW Miracles.” It asks the faithful to
turn their hearts to God in order to
plan better, live better and love better.
FUMC Westfield invites the community to join the congregation for
multiple Lenten season activities during March.
The church will observe Ash
Wednesday on March 6 with a 6 p.m.

Family Service, a 6:30 p.m. Soup
Supper for all and a 7:30 p.m. Traditional Service.
On Sunday, March 24, Family
Promise of Union County will join
the congregation in worship. FUMC
is opening its doors to those who are
without a place to sleep. A special
blessing will occur.
The following Sunday, March 31,
children and youth will lead the congregation in worship with a chancel
drama based on the book “The Three
Questions” by Jon J. Muth.
FUMC Westfield holds worship
every Sunday at 10 a.m., with Church
School for all ages at 9 a.m. and Fellowship Time following worship at 11
a.m. The church is located at 1 East
Broad Street, Westfield. For more information about FUMC Westfield, visit
the church online at fumcwestfield.org,
on Facebook (FUMC Westfield) or on
Instagram (fumcwestfield).

GREENHOUSE VISIT...Greenhouse Manager Barbara Spellmeyer guides Rake
and Hoe Juniors in learning about plants and how to care for them during a recent
visit to the Union County College Kellogg Greenhouse. The Juniors, pictured from
left to right, are: Arline Bound, Lexi Strauss, CJ Strauss and Lila Spadaro.

Rake and Hoe Juniors Visit
UCC Kellogg Greenhouse
affiliated with the Garden Club of
New Jersey and the National Garden
Club, Inc. The club meets on the
second Wednesday of the month, at
noon, at the Scotch Hills Country
Club in Scotch Plains.
Membership is open to residents of
Westfield and surrounding towns. The
Juniors, ranging from kindergarten
through high-school students, meet
monthly, after school during the school
year, to work on projects focused on
flower design, gardening and community service. For more information
about the club, call Jeanne Marie Ryan
at (908) 654-0271 or visit the club’s
website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.

Conservancy Invites Public
To ‘The Frugal Gardener’

Deni Bonet and Chris Flynn
To Perform at Library
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present electric violinist Deni Bonet and guitarist Chris Flynn on Saturday,
March 2, at 2 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Ms. Bonet is a singer/songwriter
and virtuoso violinist. She has a
stellar résumé, having performed
and recorded with Cyndi Lauper,
R.E.M., Sarah McLachlan and
many others. Her previous appearances include Carnegie Hall, The
Great Wall of China, the United
Nations and the White House for
President Barack Obama.
For the past several years, Ms.
Bonet has been touring in the
United States and Europe and has
become an in-demand act, headlining various festivals, performing
arts centers, clubs, colleges and
international venues. Her music has
been featured on HBO, NBC and
American Airlines, plus several
film and modern dance projects.
She was recently honored to be
awarded a grant through the Arts
Envoy Program of the United States
government to spend a month on a
residency in Africa teaching violin, songwriting and rock ’n roll at
a music college in Zanzibar.
Ms. Bonet has released several
CDs of her own original music, including last year’s critically-acclaimed “Bright Shiny Objects” on
Zip Records/Sony-RED, which received enthusiastic reviews. Paste
Magazine said it was “bound to be
one of the standout records of the
year,” while Popdose Magazine
called her playing “rich and fine and
tempered and textured; the melodies
are strong and enveloping.”
Mr. Flynn hails from Westfield.
The program is free and open to

Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are encouraged to check the Westfield Memorial Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to
see if their library is a MURAL participant. To register for the program
featuring Ms. Bonet and Mr. Flynn,
visit wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

CRANFORD — The Hanson
Park Conservancy will present a
program entitled “The Frugal Gardener” on Tuesday, March 12, at 7
p.m., at the Cranford Community
Center. Virginia Lamb, an environmental educator from Rutgers
Home Gardeners’ School, will be
the featured speaker.
Participants will learn tips and
tricks for achieving their garden
dreams while staying within their
budget. Topics covered will include
getting soil in tip-top shape, starting plants from cuttings and seeds,
and some suggestions for plants
that will give gardeners the best
“bang” for their buck.
Ms. Lamb has more than 20 years
of experience in recycling, waste
reduction, organic gardening and
school gardening. A graduate of
Stockton University, she has
worked as the recycling coordinator for Galloway Township and

Monmouth County, where she also
was a Master Gardener. She has
been a freelance educator/consultant since 2000. Clients include
Rutgers University, Footprint
Power and many environmental
groups, garden clubs and private
companies throughout the region.
Ms. Lamb is working towards
her Master of Science degree in
Soil Science at the University of
Massachusetts-Amherst and lives
with her family in Maplewood.
The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
This program is free and open to the
public. No registration is required,
but seating is available on a firstcome, first-served basis.
The presentation is sponsored by
the Hanson Park Conservancy, a nonprofit corporation begun in 2004. To
learn
more,
visit
hansonparkconservancy.com or like
the organization on Facebook.

Knights Invite All
To Chili Cook-Off
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Knights of Columbus will sponsor a
Chili Cook-Off fundraiser to support
the Christian Refugee Relief Fund,
which provides humanitarian assistance to persecuted Christians in Iraq
and Syria.
This family event will take place
this Sunday, February 24, beginning
at 3 p.m., at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, located at 2400 North Avenue,
Westfield. In addition to homemade
chili, hot dogs and chili dogs will be
provided for the kids. The festivities
also will include music and beverages. There is a suggested donation
of $30 for adults and $15 for children
under age 15. All are welcome.
Those interested in entering their
chili in the Cook-off challenge are
asked to email Ben Chiang at
bchiang@quietriver.com.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI
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Westfield Rotary Announces
‘Breakfast with the Bands’

WESTFIELD — Junior members
of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield visited the Union County
College Kellogg Greenhouse on
January 16.
Club
members
Barbara
Spellmeyer, Greenhouse manager,
and Claire Minick showed the Juniors around the greenhouse and discussed the diverse features of the
plants growing there and how to care
for them. The Juniors learnt how to
pot up small plants and each took
home plants to take care of in preparation for submitting them to the
New Jersey State Flower Show to be
held in April.
The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is

MUSIC MAKERS...Guitarist Chris Flynn, from Westfield, and electronic violinist Deni Bonet will perform at the Westfield Memorial Library on Saturday,
March 2, at 2 p.m.

Thursday, February 21, 2019

PRESIDENTIAL VISIT...The Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) on February
11 welcomed guest Neil Hartley, portraying President Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
during a general meeting of the club. Mr. Hartley is an actor, director, spokesman
and teacher. Pictured with him, from left to right, are: WCW members Julie
Nardone, Pat D’Angelo, Ruth Positan and Grace Ann Meyn. America’s 32nd
President was a lawyer, politician and businessman who served as a United States
Congressman for two terms before going on to become President for four terms.
He led the country through the Great Depression and World War II.

WESTFIELD — Each spring, the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation,
fund-raising partner of the Rotary
Club of Westfield, hosts an open house
fundraiser breakfast to help support
extensive community outreach programs, benefit youth, challenge hunger and provide grants to local nonprofit social service agencies.
This year, the event, “Breakfast
with the Bands,” will be held on Saturday, March 2, from 8 a.m. to noon,
in the Westfield High School (WHS)
cafeteria, located at 550 Dorian Road.
According to Liz Ensslin, the club’s
president-elect, who is chairing the
breakfast, band ensembles from WHS
and the intermediate schools will perform exclusively during a catered
breakfast served by Rotarians with
the assistance of members of the
Westfield High School Interact Club.
“Not only is ‘Breakfast with the
Bands’ a great morning for the highschool and intermediate-school music programs, but the students have
the satisfaction of knowing their performances raise funds that go directly
to benefit the community,” remarked
Chris Vitale, director of bands for the
high school. “In the past, the Rotary
Club has awarded grants to support
music in our schools, and more recently, awarded a grant in support of
Westfield’s National Championship
Marching Band.”
The Westfield High School Stage
Band will kick off the breakfast at 8
a.m., succeeded by the following
bands: 8:20 a.m. — WHS Jazz II;
8:50 a.m. — WHS Jazz I; 9:30 a.m.
— Edison Intermediate School Jazz;
10 a.m. — Roosevelt Intermediate
School (RIS) Jazz Combo; 10:30 a.m.
— RIS Big Band; 11 a.m. to end —
AlgoRhythm (WHS Student Combo).
Under the motto “Service Above
Self,” Rotarians have been involved in
community service since the club’s
charter was granted by Rotary International in 1921. To date, almost $3
million has been granted to Westfield

Soup-Tasting to Aid
Historic Area Home
KENILWORTH — The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a souptasting event on Thursday, March 21,
from 6 to 8 p.m., at the Community
United Methodist Church hall, located
at 455 Boulevard, Kenilworth.
This popular event – “Soup’s On”
– will give participants the opportunity to taste a variety of favorite soups
from local restaurants and others,
along with assorted breads and desserts. Admission is $12. Parking and
the entrance to the church hall are
located at the rear of the building.
Advance reservations are requested
by Friday, March 15, as seating is
limited. For information and/or reservations, call (908) 709-0434 or visit
Especially Yours Florist, located at
13 North 20th Street, Kenilworth,
where tickets for the event also are
being sold.
Proceeds will benefit the Kenilworth
Historical Society’s Oswald J. Nitschke
House, a circa 1880 “living history”
museum and cultural arts center, by
helping defray the cost of an elevator
that makes all levels of the site fully
accessible to everyone.
The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, volunteer-based,
non-profit, tax-exempt, 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to the research,
preservation and interpretation of the
Oswald J. Nitschke House, local history and culture.

residents graduating from high school
to aid in funding their college educations. Thousands have been awarded
to local non-profit agencies. An ongoing project of the club raises food and
funds for the abatement of hunger
among the town’s school children at
risk through its Back Pack Program.
The Westfield Rotary Club Foundation expresses special thanks to its
Platinum Sponsors, Buttermore and
Foltz Attorneys at Law and
Children’s Specialized Hospital, as
well as its partners at Rock ‘n’ Joe
and Stop & Shop.
Tickets are $10 for the breakfast
and performances. They are available from members of the Rotary
Club, the Interact Club and at the
door on March 2. For further information, call Ms. Ensslin’s office at
(908) 272-8090.

JDAIM Shabbat Set
At Temple Emanu-El
WESTFIELD — In conjunction
with February being Jewish Disability
Awareness, Acceptance and Inclusion
Month (JDAIM), Temple Emanu-El
invites the public to help its congregation celebrate the diversity of the community and create an inclusive Shabbat
experience for all on Friday, February
22, starting at 5 p.m.
Author and Jewish educator
Gabrielle Kaplan-Mayer will be the
guest speaker. Following services,
there will be a dinner and a special
program that Ms. Kaplan-Mayer
will facilitate. Advance signup for
dinner is required. For more information and to RSVP, visit tewnj.org/
jdaim-shabbat/Dinner.
The membership rate to attend is
$15 for children and $25 for adults;
non-member rates are $18 for children and $30 for adults. If the cost
of the dinner is an issue, interested
persons are asked to speak with
Executive Director Brian Chartock
at (908) 232-6770, extension no.
114. All payments must be received
in advance of the dinner.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street, Westfield. The synagogue expresses appreciation to its
Task Force for Diversity and Inclusion
and its team of staff and volunteers for
organizing this Shabbat experience,
and to its Religious School Fund for
helping to underwrite costs associated
with this evening.

Fanwood Presb. Plans
Shrove Tuesday Meal
FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church invites all to a
meal of pancakes, sausages and apple
sauce on Shrove Tuesday, March 5.
There will be continuous seating between 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
The celebrations on the Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday and the
Lenten season are called many things:
Mardi gras, Carnival, Fat Tuesday
or Shrove Tuesday. It is a day of fun,
for eating sweet and fattening things,
before the fasting of Lent.
Tickets will be available in advance and at the door for $5 a person
or $15 for a family. The church dining room is located at the corner of
Marian Avenue and McDermott
Place. Attendees are asked to park
on the street and enter through the
ramp door off of Marian Avenue.
For more information or to order
tickets in advance, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or email
fanwoodpres@gmail.com.

This is your new home
we are talking about

The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

Office Space Available in
Westfield & Mountainside

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. ©2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

Are you loving NJ Transit lately?
Solution can be an office or satellite in
Westfield right at the train & bus station!

Westfield offices for lease:
• Located at 241 North Ave just steps from the train & bus.
• Handicap accessible including elevator and bathrooms.
• Newly renovated, well maintained with owner on-site.
• Several configurations available from a single room to 2,150 square ft.
• Parking available in lot 8, along the train tracks, through the town.

Mountainside office also available:
Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

• Situated right next to the post office and close to shops at 608 Sherwood Pkwy.
• One oversized office with shared waiting room and kitchen.
• Great parking! Wonderful quiet location.
• Rent is $1,200 per month.

Contact owner at 908-233-7900
Ask for Susannah or Bob or email Bob@fintax.com

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.
CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com
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WF’S JACOBS, GIMBLETTE, HOERLE, COMPOSTO, SIMPSON WIN; COUGARS BENCIVENGA, SMITH WIN TITLES

Blue Devils 1st, Cougars 2nd at Dist. 14 Mat Championship
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two teams, Westfield and Cranford,
could have been considered to be the
top contenders for the team title at the
District 14 Wrestling Championship
held at Millburn High School on February 16. But in the end, it was the Blue
Devils, who stepped forward to send
10 matmen to the finals, claiming five
champions and grabbing the crown
with a total of 231.5, while the Cougars sent six to the finals and claimed
two champs to place second with a
total of 201. Voorhees (V) had two
champions and placed third at 169 and
Bridgewater-Raritan (Br) had three
champions and placed fourth at 120.

The top three wrestlers in each
weight class would advance to the
Region 4 Tournament, which began
with the elimination round on February 20. The remaining wrestlers will
compete on Friday, February 23, and
Saturday, February 24. With one third
place (Theo Dardia — 145-lbs) the
Blue Devils qualified 11 and Glen
Kurz was named District 14 Coach of
the Year. The Cougars also qualified
11 with five third-place finishes.
The championship bouts began at
the 106-lb class and Blue Devil freshman Luke Jacobs, who was seeded
third, advanced to the finals with a
1:09 fall in the quarterfinals and a
4:26 fall over second-seeded Anthony

photo courtesy of Caroline Miller

FIRST AT 160-LBS...Blue Devil Jordan Simpson, top, works to get a hammer lock
on Cougar Ky’ell Roper in the 160-lb title bout in the District 14 Championship
in Millburn on February 16. Simpson won via 16-4 major decision.

photo courtesy of Caroline Miller

FIRST AT 113-LBS...Blue Devil Quinn Gimblette, top, has Cougar Will Fernandez
in a double arm bar in the 113-lb title bout. Gimblette pinned Fernandez in 3:32.

Bistany of St Joseph (SJ) Metuchen.
Facing top-seeded Seven Rich (V),
Jacobs began with a takedown but
was reversed. After receiving a penalty point (locking hands), Jacobs
reversed Rich to take a 5-2 lead. Rich
reversed in the second period but
Jacobs escaped and added a snakearound takedown. Rich recorded a
reversal and a takedown in the third
period but Jacobs recorded a
takedown and an escape to grab the
crown with an 11-8 decision.
“The kid had really heavy hands.
At first I was a little scared that I was

KREUSSER 18 PT, 9 RB; DOBO 12 PT, 8 RB; STRAV 6 RB

Basketball Blue Devils Down
GL Highlanders in UCT, 49-36
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the boards belonged to
the second-seeded Westfield High
School basketball Lady Blue Devils,
who also dished out 14 assists, in a
49-36 victory over the Governor
Livingston Highlanders in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament at AL Johnson
High School in Clark on February 15.

Freshman Chloe Kreusser had one
of her finest all-around games for the
15-7 Blue Devils, netting a gamehigh 18 points, and grabbing nine
rebounds and three steals, while adding an assist. Junior Faith Dobosiewicz
became a dominating force under the
boards also with eight rebounds, while
putting in 12 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, and adding two assists,
a steal and a blocked shot.

going to be taken down then I took
him down and my confidence went
up from there. When he got on top of
me, he put legs on me and started
cranking on me. He almost turned
me,” described Jacobs, who added,
“It feels good but I still have more
work to do to place in the top-4 in the
region and go to states.”
Next was top-seeded Quinn
Gimblette facing Cougar Will
Fernandez at 113-lbs. It would be the
first of four Westfield/Cranford showdowns for the title. Gimblette recorded
a pair of falls to reach the finals as did
Fernandez. Gimblette began with a
single-leg front trip takedown then
after adding a reversal in the second
period, he pinned Fernandez in 3:32
with a double arm bar stack.
“I wrestled the kid a couple of

Dobosiewicz had the knack for
making herself big when it came to
battling for position under the boards.
“I do that all the time. Coach emphasizes boxing out during practice,
putting all your heart and effort. That’s
all boxing out is and we do a great job
of it,” she explained.
Throughout the game Kreusser always seemed to be in the right place at

times before and that he was hard on
top. Once I was on top, it was kind of
hard to turn him, so I chose a different
move this time and it worked out. It’s
exciting to move on to the regions.
I’m going to work my hardest,”
Gimblette expressed.
At 120-lbs, Blue Devil Luke
Hoerle, who won the 113-lb title
last year, began his championship
bout with Aidan Taylor (V) like it
was just another routine workout.
He began with a quick takedown,
let Taylor up and added a barrel
roll-to-back five-point move. Seconds later Hoerle added a two-point
tilt to take a 9-0 lead. In period 2,
using grapevine and stretcher leg
moves, Taylor was in control from
the top position until Hoerle finally
managed to get a reversal for an 110 lead. Taylor did, however, rule the
third period with a takedown and a
two-point nearfall but Hoerle came

up with an 11-5 victory.
“I took him down a couple of times
in the first and tilted him, which is
kind of routine but I need to get past
that in the second and third period,
especially against guys with long legs.
I tend to clam up on bottom and not
move as much as I should. It was hard
to get out of legs,” Hoerle explained.
Cougar Pat Kalnins placed third at
120-lbs when he pinned Union’s Liam
Grahl in 2:36.
Blue Devil CJ Composto grabbed
his third district title when he tracked
down Hunter Rinehart (V) by 17-7
major decision. Composto exercised
a variety of takedowns and added a
quick three-point tilt but did get reversed after his first takedown.
Composto explained, “When I was
going for the tilt, he escaped from my
hips and was able to hip over me and
get the reversal but I didn’t let that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BAR...Cougar senior AJ Bencivenga, top, sets up an arm bar in
his 152-lb title bout with Blue Devil Luke Scanlan.

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 24th • 1-4pm
940 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
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More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT EVENING ON THE COURT...Blue Devil freshman Chloe Kreusser, No. 21, scored 18 points, grabbed nine
rebounds and added three steals and an assist in the UCT victory over the Governor Livingston Highlanders.

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!
Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!
Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Once in a lifetime a home like this becomes available. Custom renovation with all the most wonderful details is what
you will find on this .62 of an acre property located on one of Wychwood’s prettiest streets. Plenty of special features
for fun year round. Meticulously maintained inside and out. Gourmet kitchen with double dishwashers, ovens,
refrigerator drawers and warming drawer all designed for easy at home entertaining. Kitchen opens to family room
which overlooks the grounds and terraced pool area. Dual home offices are perfect for at home work. Master suite
with double walk in closets has its own fireplace and access to the terrace. A perfect place to bask in the morning sun
and enjoy the view. Total of 5 bedrooms and 4 full and 2 half baths. From lower level recreation room to 3rd floor
suite this Wilson School home is sure to please. Offered at $1,999,999.

Bernadette Houston, CRB
Broker / Salesperson
Cell: 908-209-3370
BMHouston460@gmail.com
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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RAIDER GIRLS FALL TO CHATHAM IN NORTH PUBLIC B

Raider Boys Top Montgomery
For North 2, Pub. B Swim Title

David B. Corbin (Ridge semifinal meet) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH IN THE 500-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Julia McGann finished fourth in the 500-free with a time of 5:28.11 in the
North 2, Public A Championship meet against Bridgewater-Raritan on February 15.

Blue Devils Go Down Fighting
Against Top-Ranked Panthers
By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PERTH AMBOY –Considering the
final score, there were not many
droopy faces at the Westfield end of
the pool after Friday’s 127-43 loss to
No. 1-ranked Bridgewater-Raritan at
the Raritan Bay YMCA. It was the
fifth straight Public A North 2 sectional title for the Panthers, all of
them coming against the Blue Devils.
“Although the score was a bit lopsided, we created a fast lineup and
swam many best times,” said WHS
coach Steve Whittington, whose team
power-pointed 4,288, their highest
total in his three years at the helm.
The final score was quite a turnaround from the teams’ first meeting,
on Dec. 19, when WHS led at the
break before dropping a 97-73 decision.
Whittington
had
scouted
Bridgewater’s times at their county
meet and thought there were some
places to exploit. But those hopes
were over early. The unbeaten Panthers went 1-2 in the medley relay, 12-5 in the 200 free, 1-3-4 in the 200
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
In accordance with New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law and N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et. seq., the Township of Scotch Plains
(“Township”), County of Union, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey,
is soliciting professional services proposals through a fair and open process. The
Township will require the following services:
ENGINEERING SERVICES
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A
TAX MAP REVISION.
Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 322
6700, during regular business hours, 9:00
A.M. to 3:30 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays. Submission packages
are also available on the Township website
www.scotchplainnj.gov.
The Township of Scotch Plains intends
to qualify persons and/or firms that (a)
possess the professional, financial and
administrative capabilities to provide the
proposed services, and (b) will agree to
work under the compensation terms and
conditions determined by the Township to
provide the greatest benefit to the taxpayers of SCOTCH PLAINS.
The Mayor and Council reserves the
right to reject any or all submissions due to
any defects or waive informalities and accept any submissions that in their judgment will be in the best interest of the
Township. The Mayor and Council shall
award the contract or reject all submissions no later than 60 days from receipt of
the same.
Sealed responses to this request for
proposals must be submitted to the Township of Scotch Plains, Office of the Municipal Clerk, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 by NO LATER THAN
10:00 A.M. local prevailing time on THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2019 at which time and
place responses are scheduled to be
opened by the Municipal Manager or his
designee. Each sealed envelope containing a proposal shall be plainly marked on
the outside to clearly show the specific
service for which an individual or firm is
submitting a proposal. The proposals will
be evaluated by the Mayor and Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains and contracts awarded based on (1) individual or
firm experience and reputation in the field
( a copy of the resume of each individual
performing the work is to be included); (2)
knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and subject matters to be addressed
under the contract; (3) availability to accommodate any required meetings; (4)
compensation proposal; (5) at least 2 references with address and phone number;
(6) a certification that no immediate relatives of any principal of the firm is employed by, or serve as elected officials of
the Township of Scotch Plains; (7) an
explanation as to when each individual
performing work received his or her license to practice in this State; (8) a copy of
the firm’s Certificate of Liability Insurance;
(9) a copy of the firm’s Business Registration Certificate, and (10) Submission of the
information requested in the RFP. All contracts pursuant to the fair and open process will be awarded by resolution and
require a majority vote of the Township
Council at a public meeting. In addition to
full compliance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et. seq. (“Pay to Play”), individuals or firms
awarded contracts under these procedures
will be required to comply with N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 and N.J.A.C. 17:27-4 (Affirmative
Action and Equal Employment Opportunity), 42 U.S.C. Section 12101 et. seq.
(Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990),
N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2 (Disclosure of Ownership) and N.J.S.A. 52:32-44 (Business
Registration). Any questions regarding this
notice should be directed to the Township
of Scotch Plains, Office of the Municipal
Manager, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076, (908) 322-6700.
Alexander Mirabella,
Township Manager
1 T - 2/21/19, The Times
Fee: $82.11

individual medley and 1-2-3 in the 50
free. And quicker than you could say
antidisestablishmentarianism, it was
47-15 at the break. B-R added two
more 1-2-3 finishes, plus a 1-2 in the
200 free relay during the second half
of the meet.
“The first meet we were just going
out there to put up some best times
and try our hardest,” WHS junior
Abby McKinney said. “We knew they
were going to be hard to beat and we
caught them off-guard. We made
them nervous. We are the only team
all year where they didn’t win with
over 100 points. That’s a huge
achievement for us.”
McKinney certainly did her part.
She swam a personal-best 2:10.20 in
the 200 IM to finish a close second
and is now No. 4 all-time at WHS.
Then she notched her team’s lone first
place, the 100 butterfly in 58.72, just
1.2 seconds off the school record and
No. 3 all-time. She later anchored the
400 free relay with a 53.40 split that
nearly pulled out first place.
“We’ve been losing to B-R in the
sectional finals for a while now,”
McKinney said. “But I think the competition has gotten a lot more intense
recently and the races are a lot closer.
The B-R coach told Mr. Whittington
that if his team hadn’t suited up (wearing racing suits) that they would’ve
been in trouble and we would’ve had
a shot at winning. Which is crazy, to
think we are so close to the No. 1 team
in the state.”
Another great swim for WHS was
turned in by sophomore Natalie Lee,
whose second-place time in the backstroke was 1:01.27, No. 11 all-time at
WHS. She also went 1:01.65 in the
butterfly.
There was a time not that long ago
when it was Westfield ending
Bridgewater’s season in the state tournament. That happened eight times
PUBLIC NOTICE

this century, before the worm turned
in 2015.
The last time the Blue Devils beat
the Panthers was during the 2013-14
regular season, a 126-44 romp under
Jeff Knight, who was coaching both
squads back then.
“In my three years, our team has
been progressively getting better with
a lot of strong swimmers,” said
McKinney, noting an outstanding
freshman class and some strong ‘Y’
Devilfish in the middle schools. “I’m
very optimistic and excited to see
what next season holds for us. This
year we came close for the county
championship title. I think I speak on
behalf of the whole team that next
year will be the year. We are very
excited to show everyone what we are
made of.”
Whittington agreed. “Bridgewater
is a really strong team,” he said. “But
we are getting faster year by year. It’s
just a matter of time.”
BRH2O 127 WESTFIELD 43
(WESTFIELD TIMES)
200 MEDLEY RELAY: 3. (Thompson, Cestero, A. McKinney, Jeckell)
1:51.36, 5. (Lee, Krowinska, Daniel, E.
McKinney) 1:56.39; 200 FREE: 3. E.
McAndrew 1:58.23, 4. McCann 1:59.75,
6. Kennedy 2:03.23; 200 IM: 2. A.
McKinney 2:10.20, 5. Krowinska
2:18.95, 6. Daniel 2:20.04; 50 FREE: 4.
Jeckell 25.36, 5. Thompson 25.44, 6. E.
McKinney 25.94;
100 BUTTERFLY: 1. A. McKinney
58.72, 5. Lee 1:01.65, 6. Terry 1:09.89;
100 FREE: 3. McAndrew 55.07, 5.
Krowinska 55.87, 6. E. McKinney 57.06;
500 FREE: 4. McGann 5:28.11, 5. Heinze
5:31.18, 6. Kennedy 5:38.14;
200 FREE RELAY: 3. (E. McKinney,
Jeckell, Krowinska, McAndrew)
1:42.20, 4. (Lui, Sullivan, Miller,
Kennedy) 1:47.85; 100 BACK: 2. Lee
1:01.27, 5. Thompson 1:02.20, 6.
Applegarth 1:05.47; 100 BREAST: 4.
Cestero 1:12.61, 5. Daniel 1:12.72, 6.
Sullivan 1:13.13;
400 FREE RELAY: 2. (McCann,
McAndrew, Thompson, A. McKinney)
3:41.60, 4. (Bromberg, Riordan,
Kennedy, Lee) 3:53.64.

Special efforts from its depth plus
expected strong showings from seniors Josh Cohen and Alan Shao allowed the No. 17, top-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
swim team to defeat the second-seeded
Montgomery Cougars, 97-73, for the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2, Public B championship at Raritan Bay
YMCA on February 14. In the North
2, Public girls final, the secondseeded, No. 8 Raiders lost to the topseeded 10-3 No. 10 Chatham Cougars, 98-72, at the same location on
February 15.
To reach the title meets, the 10-3
Raider boys knocked off Chatham,
93-77, in the semifinal round at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” on February 8, while Montgomery edged
Randolph, 88-82, in its semifinal. The
10-2-1 Lady Raiders ended up in an
85-85 deadlock with North Hunterdon
in their semifinal but advanced due to
a higher power point rating, while
Chatham defeated Summit, 104-66,
in its semifinal.
In the boys championship showdown, the Raiders won both freestyle

WF, Raider Boys Win 4x4
In Group Indoor Track
The Westfield High School boys
finished first in the 4x400 at the Group
4 Indoor Track Championship, as did
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
boys in their Group 3 meet at the
Bennett Center in Toms River on February 15-16. Blue Devils AJ Olson,
Steve Zucker, Matt McIntyre and
Jacob Saltzer broke the WHS indoor
record with a time of 3:21.11 (See
Devils Den), while Raiders Myles
Singletary, Justin Williams, Kyle
Estivene and Jacob Leigh won their
race in 3:30.58.
Saltzer also finished fourth in the
individual 400 with a time of 50.48
and Olson crossed 10th at 52.09.
Kevin Yucetepe finished 14th in the
3,200 at 9:53.68. Cooper Brennan
finished 19th in the 800 at 2:07.18
and Sean Root placed 19th in the shot
put with a shove of 40-6.25.
For the Raiders, Leigh also took
top honors in the 400 with a time of
50.56 and finished third in the 55 dash
at 6.56. Brandon Garcia finished second in the 1,600 at 4:26.21. Estivene
finished fourth in the 55-hurdles at
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on March 7, 2019 at 7:30 pm., at the Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of The Joseph’s
Group, LLC, 2015 Westfield Avenue, Block 2103, Lot 10, R-3A Zone, who is proposing
a Holistic Wellness Center, with a store/café, yoga studio and demonstration kitchen, at
the aforementioned property, contrary to the following Zoning Ordinances:
Section 23-3.11, B-2 Business Zone:
a. Permitted Primary Uses
2. Personal service establishments limited to the following:
(m) Martial art studios, gymnastic schools, fitness centers, dance studios and schools,
performing arts centers, art schools, and the like.
are permitted in the B-2 Business Zone.
b. Permitted Secondary Uses
1. Off-street parking facilities for the use of customers and employees
4. Apartments and offices shall be permitted on both the second and third floors
of existing and new commercial structures, with all means of ingress and egress being
separate and distinct from the principal use(s) on the first floor of said structures. There
shall be no mixed uses (apartments and offices) on either the second or third floors of said
structures.
Existing/Proposed: There are 2 existing apartments on the second floor.
d. Other Provisions and Requirements.
1. Truck loading and unloading facilities shall be provided on the property in other
than the front yard area in sufficient amount to permit the transfer of goods in other than
a public street.
2. Wherever a use in this zone is on a lot which abuts a residence zone, a ten foot
wide landscaped buffer area shall be provided adjacent to the residence zone boundary
in a manner approved by the approving authority. Such buffer area shall be suitably
planted and maintained with landscaping materials of such species and sizes so as to
preclude any detrimental effect upon the adjacent residence zone.
Two buffers should be provided (one on the nominally east side which faces Montague
Avenue; one on the nominally west side which is the interior of the subject lot).
Proposed: There are no buffers shown.
3. Off-street parking space for the use of customers and employees shall be
provided as follows (this required parking may be considered to be met by an adjoining
public parking facility subject to the determination by the approving authority that there
is sufficient available capacity).
(b) Personal and business service establishments - one space for each 200
square feet of gross floor area.
(c) Professional and business offices - one space for each 200 square feet of
gross floor area.
(f) Apartments over commercial establishments - Off-street parking facilities
shall be provided at the rate of one and one-half spaces for each apartment unit. All offstreet parking spaces shall be located behind the front building line. Parking facilities
required for the commercial use shall not be deemed to satisfy this requirement.
Required: 10 parking spaces. Proposed: 10 parking spaces
Section 23-2.3, Regulations Applicable to All Zones
l. Off-street parking facilities shall adhere to the following:
3. No off-street parking space shall be located within a required front yard in any zone.
In the case of townhouse and garden apartment complexes, no parking spaces shall be
provided within 20 feet (30 feet for the BIA Zone) from the edge of pavement of any access
roadway. For the purpose of this requirement, residential driveways shall not be
considered parking spaces.
Proposed: 2 parking spaces in front of the garage are in the front yard of an adjoining
property.
Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, R-3A Zone, Schedule of Lot, Yard and Building
Regulations:
Existing/Proposed by Plan (+/-)
Column 7:
Front Yard Set-Back
Minimum Required: 30 feet.
19.9 feet.
Column 7a:
Side Lot Set-Back Corner Lot.
Minimum Required: 15 feet.
4.8 feet.
Column 11:
Lot Coverage (%)
Maximum Allowed: 50 %
67.5%
The Applicant is also requesting any and all variances deemed to be necessary at the
time of the hearing, including any other waivers, exceptions, interpretations and other
relief necessary to allow Applicant’s proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment and available for public
inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 2/21/19, The Times
Fee: $122.40

relays, which included going 1-2 in
the 200-free relay with Matt London,
Dan Donaldson, Corey He and Cohen
touching first with a time of 1:32.4,
followed by Drew Burfeindt, Jason
Mongiovi, Mike Depaola and Lucas
Route. Cohen, He, London and Aidan
Trenery won the 400-freestyle relay
at 3:28.05. Montgomery’s Edwin
Liang Gilman, Andrew Lim, Lee
Poirier and Matt Chen took first in the
200-medley relay at 1:40.01.
Cohen placed first in the 200-free
at 1:44.26 and He took second. Cohen
also won the 500-free with a time of
4:43.4, followed by He. Shao took
first in the 200-Individual Medley at
1:56.96 and also took first in the 100backstroke at 52.96. Montgomery’s
Andrew Lim won the 100-breaststroke
in 1:03.59 but Raiders Mongiovi,
Donaldson and Virendra Ghate finished 2-3-4. Montgomery’s Poirier
won the 50-free in 21.91 and the 100butterfly in 51.54. Chen took first in
the 100-free at 49.23.
In the girls championship, the
Chatham girls, who lost only to
Morristown, Mountain Lakes and the

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Westfield School District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
materials:
BID FOR:
B19-04 Digital Electricity Servers
BIDS DUE:
March 12, 2019 at 2:00 PM
Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be secured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or services for which the bid is submitted. The
bid opening process will begin on the above
advertised date and time. No bids shall be
received after the time designated (N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-21(b). The Board of Education
does not accept electronic (e-mail) submission of bids.
All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimination and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable
requirements
of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq, pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.
Statement of Ownership Requirement:
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2, Bidders
shall submit a statement setting forth the
names and addresses of all persons and
entities that own ten percent or more of its
stock or interest of any type at all levels of
ownership.
A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bidders and to complete and submit all required forms, may be cause for disqualification and rejection of the bid.
All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Business Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)
The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids, pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-18, N.J.S.A. 18A:18A2(s), (t), (x), (y), 18A:18A:-4(a-c), and
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-22, and to waive any
informalities.
By order of the Westfield Board of Education, Union County, New Jersey.
Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $60.18

7.77. Ben Fleischer crossed sixth in
the 3,200 at 9:42.2. Ian Celardo with
a height of 12-0 placed 12th in the
pole vault and Tyler Dvorin at 11-0
placed 14th.
In Girls Group 4, Blue Devil Katie
Hamilton finished fourth in the 800
with a time of 2:19.04 and Isabel
Boufarah finished eighth at 2:21.22.
Lauren Triarsi finished seventh in the
55-hurdles at 8.69 and Erica Lawrence
placed seventh in the shot put with a
shove of 38-0.25. Grace Endy finished 14th in the 1,600 at 5:25.77 and
Caroline Collins finished 17th at
5:31.32. Sarah Hacker crossed 17th
in the 3,200 at 11:47.61 and Sammy
Salz finished 20th at 11:54.61.
In Group 3 Girls, Raiders Che
Dashiell and Anina Dashiell both with
a height of 4-10 placed 11-15, respectively. Julia Jackson finished 13th in
the 400 at 1:01.98. Mary Fossaceca
finished 17th in the 3,200 at 12:09.95.
Olivia Fletcher at 31-1.75 and
Cassandra Salot at 30-1.75 placed
16-17 in the shot put.

Raiders this season, won nine of the
11 events with Raiders Lily Hughes,
Sofia Leonetti, Rachel Small and Julia
Bonhote taking first in the 200-medley relay at 1:50.88 and Hughes winning the 100-backstroke in 57.8.
Chatham’s Sara Barrett won the
200-free in 1:55.78 and the 500-free
in 5:08.81. Olivia Polemeni won the
50-free in 24.63 and the 100-free in
53.77. Hailey Harkins won the 200IM
in 2:09.55, Isabella Hoie won the
100-fly in 59.37 and Erica Lizuka
won the 100-breast in 1:10.11. Anya
D’Costa, Monica Lizuka, Hoie and
Polemeni won the 200-free relay in
1:41.09. Hoie, Barrett, Harkins and
Polemeni won the 400-free relay in
3:44.49.
In the Public B semifinal, The
Raider boys won six of the eight individual events against the Chatham
Cougars but began by winning the
200-medley relay with Cohen,
Mongiovi, Donaldson and London
touching in 1:43. Cohen, London,
Donaldson and Shao won the 200free relay in 1:31.19. (There was no
listing for the 400-free relay).
Shao took first in the 200-free at
1:48.23 and first in the 100-free at
49.26. Cohen won the 100-butterfly
in 52.19 and the 100-breast in 1:01.21.
He won the 200IM in 2:06.13 and the
100-backstroke in 1:00.26. For
Chatham, Ethan Ding won the 50free in 23.09 and Jim Cava won the
500-free in 5:07.77.
Against North Hunterdon, the Lady
Raiders won only three of the 11
events but relied heavily on their depth
to emerge with the victory. Bonhote,
Abby Ryan, Chloe Howell and
Caroline Warren took first in the 200freestyle relay with a time of 1:42.86.
Warren took first in the 100-butterfly
at 59.72 and Hughes won the 100backstroke in 59.5.
For the Lions, Aziza Ganihanova,
Ashley Kolpin, Ariel Lonoff and Shannon Hesse won the 200-medley relay in
1:52.49. Ganihanova, Kolpin, Addison
Schmidt and Lonoff placed first in the
400-free relay in 3:42.91. Ganihanova
won the 200-free in 1:54.98 and the
100-free in 53.58. Kolpin won the
200IM in 2:14.88, Schmidt won the
500-free in 5:20.38, Hesse won the 50free in 25.26 and Lonoff won the 100breaststroke in 1:10.95.

Probitas Verus Honos

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Standings, Results:
Things are really starting to tighten
up, as following Week 8 play in the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s
30+ Basketball League on February
10, we now find three teams tied at the
top.
Under The Radar 51, RunAsOne
46: Silky smooth guard Eljay Aguillo
(17 pts) calmly went 4-for-4 from the
charity stripe down the stretch, as the
Radar won a close decision over
RunAsOne. Capt. Clay Torres (13
pts, three treys) and CV3 Chris
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
March 7, 2019 at 7:30 pm., at the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Jon Bramnick, as authorized by the
property owner Scotch Plains Environmental Park, LLC, for property located at 1910
Westfield Avenue, Block 1401, Lot 5, B-2
Zone. The Applicant proposes to construct
a parking lot at the aforementioned property, which is currently a vacant lot. The
proposed parking lot would serve as satellite parking for the Applicant’s law offices
located at 1827 and 1838 East Second
Street.
The proposed lot is to have 12 parking
spaces. Per Section 23-3.11d (3), B-2
Business Zone and Section 23-2.3 l. (1),
Regulations Applicable to All Zones
off-street parking is permitted in this zone.
However, the use of this lot as satellite
parking in conjunction with the existing law
offices is not permitted in this zone.
Additionally, as per Section 23-2.3 l. (3)
no off-street parking shall be located within
a required front yard in any zone. As proposed, 1 of the 12 parking spaces is located in the front yard of the adjacent
building which fronts on Park Avenue. This
is not permitted in this zone.
Per Section 22-6, Standards Requirements, 22-6.2 (a) Schedules for Pavements, Curbing and Sidewalks, Pavements, curbing and sidewalks shall be
installed as required in the “Schedules for
Pavements, Curbing and Sidewalks”.
Types of pavements and curbing set forth
in the schedule shall conform to the sizes
and dimensions shown on the plats approved by the Township of Scotch Plains
and filed on the office of the Township
Engineer.
Required: ***In the B-2 Zone, the approving authority shall require the installation of all brick or combination of concrete
and brick walkways.
Proposed: No information regarding this
item has been provided.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 02/21/19, The Times Fee: $55.18

Vandenbrande (12 pts, four from
downtown) were dialed in from beyond the arc, and Greg Shea contributed 9 for the victors. The Runners’
balanced attack was led by diaper
dandies Bryan Stitt (12) and R.B.
Alverna (10), while Big Dog Doug
Barker and Capt. Jason Shann each
finished with 9.
The Goonies 57, Lightning with
a Splash of Thunder 50: The
Goonies, down six at the intermission, clamped down on defense in
stanza two, holding the Lightning to
just 15 second-half points in route to
their second straight triumph. Gregg
Carder was his magnificent self once
again, notching 19 pts to pace the
Goons. Kevin Adams and Joe
DeGennaro both tallied 9, Rich
Diomede and Steve Lee dropped in 6
apiece, and Capt. Chris Mattina had 5
in the comeback win. Warren Lowe,
who poured in 35 pts (5 triples), and
running mate Orlando Jean-Charles
(11) accounted for 46 of the Thunder’s
50 points.
Team 8 90, Ocho Macho 46: Team
8 bounced back in a huge way from a
Week 7 setback, establishing a league
season-high for points in one game.
Veteran Mike Ruccio tickled the
twines for 26 markers (13-16 FG),
Gavin Ford netted 22, Mike Pollack
registered 14, and Rory Schulman
added 13, as T8 cruised. Capt. Blake
Sonnek-Schmelz (7) and Allen Maizes
(6) helped stake Eight to a 49-19
halftime advantage. Geoff Gonzales
(17), Tim Gray (12), and Capt. Joe
Encarnacion (11) all reached double
figures for the Macho Men, and
Westley Etheart tossed in 6.
SuperSonics 43, Draymond 42:
Both squads entered the fray having
been unbeaten in their last five. And,
the anticipated battle lived up to its
hype, with the Sonics narrowly escaping, to forge a three-way tie for
first place with two weeks remaining
in the regular season. Super soph.
Brendan Ryan ran up 10, and the trio
of Capt. Steve Murray, James Patrick
and Joe Ruocco all ended up with 9
for the streaking Sonics. Capt. Jamal
Berry (12) and fab frosh Taj Belfield
(10) were double-digit producers for
Draymond. Dave Berger and Frank
Vallejo ably supported with 6 each.
FSPY STANDINGS:
TEAM
Draymond
SuperSonics
Team 8
Lightning With Splash
The Goonies
Under The Radar
RunAsOne
Ocho Macho

W
6
6
6
4
4
3
2
1

L
2
2
2
4
4
5
6
7
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Blue Devil Icemen Ice Summit
In McInnis Cup Tournament

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

For the second time in two seasons
the Westfield High School boys varsity ice hockey team defeated their
rival Summit High School Hilltoppers
to capture an elusive title. Last year it
was a 3-2 upset in the Union County
Championship. This year the Blue
Devils capped an exciting McInnis
Cup tournament run by outlasting the
Hilltoppers in a wild 6-5 final.
The road to the McInnis Cup title
was not an easy one for Westfield.
The unranked Blue Devils had to overcome the Montclair Kimberly Acad-

some hardware back to Dubfield nation.”
In the semifinals, the Blue Devils
skated past the Cougars, 5-1. While
the score may seem like Westfield
absolutely bundled MKA, the game
was close throughout. Westfield had
to rely on a strong performance from
Duffy against the high-powered MKA
attack. The offense was fueled by
nine different Blue Devils. Goal scorers were seniors Alex Park, John
Humiston and Anthony Oliveri, along
with sophomore Brendan Kotiga and

contests over the past two seasons.
The Blue Devils were keenly aware
that a championship dogpile would
require defeating an old nemesis.
From the drop of the puck the first
period belonged to Westfield. Two
goals by Oliveri and one each from
Humiston and junior Nick Forno led
the Blue Devils to an opening frame
lead of 4-1. The boys were buzzing.
The Hilltoppers came out in the
second period and seized control of
the game with four unanswered goals
to take a 5-4 lead. Showing resilience

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADVANCING TO THE SEMIFINALS...Raider Alex Oslislo, top, pinned Marc Pretto (St. Peter’s Prep) in the first period
to advance to the 182-lb semifinals at the District 16 Tournament in Scotch Plains on February 16. Oslislo placed third.

ZIMMERMAN WINS AT 195-LBS, BOWLES WINS 113-LBS

Raiders Claim 2 Champions
At District 16 Mat Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two state powerhouses battled it
out for top honors in the District 16
Wrestling Tournament held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on February 16. When all the dust was
cleared, it was the St. Peter’s Prep
(SPP) Marauders that grabbed the top
rung with a total of 220.5, followed
closely by the Seton Hall Prep (SHP)
Pirates at 213. The Marauders claimed
five individual champions (Pat Adams
— 120, Sean Rendeiro — 126, Julian
Todd — 145, James Cruz — 170,
Nico Colucci — 220), while the Pirates claimed four (Conner Decker —
132, Cole Carroll — 138, Jack Wilt
— 152, Niko Diakides — 285).
The Linden (L) Tigers took third at

(SPP) to the mat with a double-leg
takedown in his quarterfinal bout then
after a bit of a scramble, clamped him
in cradle midway through the first
period to advance to the semifinals.
“I wanted to get to my offense early,
wake up a little, get the blood flowing, so I set him up and took a double.
I finished it pretty well. I have been
working on it all season. He fought
hard though. He was flat on his back
and flipped me over out of bounds.
You got to give him credit for that. I
worked my offense on top. Waited for
the right time and locked up the cradle.
I waited until his leg was up and I
waited until he moved his head the
slightest and I went for it,” Oslislo
described.
Oslislo knew he had his work cut

is going to win the match,” Oslislo
guessed.
Afolabi did manage to stick Oslislo
in the third period to advance to the
title bout where he pinned Zach
Merlino (SHP) in 5:29. Oslislo quickly
regrouped and pinned Jacob Quandt
(GL) in 3:11 to advance to the regions.
Larmore pinned Andrew Ciraco
(GL) in 3:48 then lost to Luzua by fall
in the 106-lb semifinals. Larmore then
pinned North Plainfield’s (NP) Nick
Sanchez in 49 seconds to earn his trip
to the regions.
GL’s David Vill placed second at
132-lbs after losing 5-4 to Decker.
Conner Vill (GL) also took second
after being defeated 15-5 by Todd at
145-lbs. Highlander Harrison Kelly
took third at 126-lbs when
he beat Luis Marquez
(Iselin Kennedy — IK) 126. Greg Friedenberg (GL)
pinned Ken Romero (NP)
in 1:36 to place third at
152-lbs and Joe Scaloro
grabbed a 4-2 sudden victory over David Lee (IK)
for third at 160-lbs.
Linden’s Krystian Pasek
placed second at 285-lbs
when he was pinned in 3:13
by Diakides (SHP). Stefano
Del Valle (L) took third at
138-lbs and John Ojeda (L)
beat GL’s Andre Stepien, 85, for third place at 120-lbs

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
106: — Luzua (E) d Joe
Sciarrone (SHP) 6-3
113: — Bowles (SPF) d
Lettini (SPP) 5-3 TB
120: — Adams (SPP) d
Lawrence Melchionda (SHP)
3-0
126: — Rendeiro (SPP) p
Dean Musialowic (SHP) :50
132: — Decker (SHP) d Vill
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
(GL) 5-4
CHAMPION AT 160-LBS...Linden Tiger Alex Dorce, top, recorded a tech fall and two pins 138: — Carroll (SHP) d Alex
to claim the 160-lb crown at the District 16 Tournament in Scotch Plains on February 16.
Leon (SPP) 7-1
145: — Todd (SPP) md Vill
(GL) 15-5
131.5 and had two champions in Alex out for him when he had to face Afolabi 152: — Wilt (SHP) d Tom Kellner (SPP)
6-5
Dorce (160) and Mike Afolabi (182). in the semis.
— Dorce (L) p Roger Diaz (SPP)
“Last year I lost to him in overtime. 160:
Governor Livingston (GL) took fourth
2:45
at 98 and the Raiders (SPF) took fifth He got a lot better, I got a lot better. It 170: — Cruz (SPP) d Mike Massa (SHP)
at 96 and had two champions with should be a great match. Looking 6-2
Brandon Bowles (113) and Zach forward to it. I know he’s a strong kid. 182: — Afolabi (L) p Merlino (SHP) 5:29
— Zimmerman (SPF) d Sayed (E)
Zimmerman (195). The Raiders also I don’t want to tie up with him. He will 195:
3-2
qualified Alex Oslislo (182) and Joey take probably some doubles, so I got 220: — Colucci (SPP) p Jon Guardado
Larmore (106) who both took third to look out for that. He’s a football (NP) 1:20
for the Region 4 Tournament. Eliza- player too. I feel like the first takedown 285: — Diakides (SHP) p Pasek (L) 3:13

beth (E) placed sixth with 89 points
and had one champion in Cristian
Luzua (106).
Zimmerman, the top seed at 195lbs with a 27-6 record, received a bye
and was allowed to relax throughout
the first round.
“I am very excited. I feel like I had
a great year. A couple of matches I
wish I could have back but I can’t.
That’s OK! I feel like I am getting hot
now and getting ready for districts,
regions and, hopefully, AC,”
Zimmerman said.
Zimmerman, however, was keeping a close eye on several unfamiliar
faces at the tournament.
“Seton Hall and St. Peter’s Prep!
You have one or two teams in the top
20. They don’t really have a weak kid,
so you have to get ready to go against
anybody. I am just going to go in there
with an open mind. Read and react.
That’s the way you got to wrestle,”
Zimmerman said.
Zimmerman did what he had to do
with a 3-2 win over Sean MacLaney
(SPP) in the semifinals then a 3-2
victory over Nour Sayed (E) for the
title.
Bowles also received a bye then
pinned Jakov Zamora (E) in 1:58 to
advance to the 113-lb championship
bout where he earned a 5-3 tiebreaker
victory over Felix Lettini (SPP).
At 182-lbs, Oslislo took Marc Pretto

Photo courtesy of Brett Howard

McINNIS CUP CHAMPIONS...The Blue Devil Icemen defeated the Summit Hilltoppers, 6-5, to claim the McInnis Cup
Championship last weekend. The Blue Devil icemen were stellar throughout the entire tournament.

emy (MKA) Cougars (ranked 20 in
the state) in the semifinals and the
Summit Hilltoppers (No. 16) in the
finals.
The challenge seemed daunting, but
the unranked boys with the blue “W”
sweaters were motivated. “We’ve had
a good regular season” said senior
captain CJ Duffy (OK, 3-5), but he
added, “we really wanted to bring

freshman Thomas Conrod. Assists
were handed out by senior Tommy
Duffy, juniors Will Gamba and Trevor
Tanella, and freshman Matt Beke.
Humiston and Park had an apple
apiece.
Making the finals meant another
chapter in the Summit/Westfield rivalry. Coming into the game Summit
had defeated Westfield in six of seven

Blue Devils Fall to Vikings,
Pioneers in Boys Basketball
The Westfield High School boys
basketball team dropped a 74-70
shooting battle to the 19-2 New Providence Pioneers in a regular-season
game in New Providence on February
11. Two days later the 9-13, 12thseeded Blue Devils lost to the fifthseeded Union Catholic Vikings, 7668, in the second round of the Union
County Tournament in Scotch Plains.
Griffin Rooney led the Blue Devils
with 18 points, which included trip 3pointers and five free throws, to go
with three rebounds and a steal against
the Pioneers. Colin Freer put up 15
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added two steals and three rebounds.
Jake Walsh sank 13 points, including
trip 3-pointers and Matt Crowley had
nine points, an assist and a rebound.
Mike Kane had eight points with two
3-pointers and added two rebounds.
Hank Shapiro had four points, five
rebounds, three assists and a block.
Sebastian Ferrero sank a 3-pointer,
Tommy McGuire had two assists, two
rebounds and a block, and Declan
McCauley had a rebound and sank a
free throw.
Point guard Sean Dillon led the
Pioneers with 18 points, including

two 3-pointers, 15 assists and five
steals. Brian Kelly had 13 points,
including trip 3-pointers, and added
four assists and five rebounds to go
with a pair of blocks and a pair of
steals. Rich Wawzycki banged in 15
points, including trip 3-pointers, and
added two assists. Dylan Bedder had
12 points, 10 rebounds, five assists
and two blocks. Greg Meyers sank 12
points, including two 3-pointers, and
added three assists.
Against the Vikings, Rooney sank
20 points, including four 3-pointers.
Freer had 11 points, including two 3pointers, and Crowley netted 10 points.
Walsh nailed trip 3-pointers for nine
points and Ferrero bucketed seven
points, including a 3-pointer. McGuire
had four points and Shapiro had three
points, while Kane and Andrew
Echausse each scored two points.
Jaheim Tanksley led the Vikings
with 25 points, including trip 3-pointers. Matt Tracey bucketed 17 points,
including a 3-pointer, and Giovanni
Phillip put in 15 points.
Westfield
New Providence
Westfield
Union Catholic

14
27
18
21

20
16
14
19

15
14
14
12

21
17
22
24

70
74
68
76

Westfield struck back quickly on a
goal from Tanella and eventually took
the lead for good on an absolute snipe
from Humiston.
The senior netminder combination
of Duffy and Zack Peterson, who was
superb in relief of Duffy and earned
the blue hardhat player of the game
award, fended off the Summit offense
to secure the McInnis Cup. The championship dogpile around the cup was
earned and completed.
Next up, the Blue Devils hope to
make some noise in the state group B
playoffs as the number three seed.
Westfield’s record stands at 15-5-3.
Follow the WHS boys ice hockey
teams on Twitter @westfieldpuck for
an informative and entertaining take
on the season’s activities. Fans can
also visit WHSpuck on FaceBook
and Instagram. See the website for up
to date team schedules at
www.westfieldhockey.com.

Rahway Beats Cougars
In UCT Boys B-Ball
The 10th-seeded Rahway High
School boys basketball team defeated
the 15th-seeded Cranford Cougars,
52-45, in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Rahway on
February 9. Mike Watson (3 3-pointers), Zion Pendleton (8 free throws)
and Tahlee Bailey each scored 10
points for the Indians.
Hunter Goff led the Cougars with
21 points, including two 3-pointers
and Jeremy Ruka sank nine points,
pulled nine rebounds and had three
blocks. Cole Blazek had seven
points and a pair of steals. Arjun
Petgrave had seven rebounds and
four points and Joe Carrea had seven
rebounds and two points. Kevin
Donovan had three assists, five rebounds and two points.

Goods & Services You Need
JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

Lawn Sprinklers

Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

(908) 276-1062

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

908-753-7281

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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Devil’s Den

When Did the‘Goat’
Become the G.O.A.T.?
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO MAKE A PASS...Blue Devil Charlotte Dursee, No. 5, prepares to pass the ball in the Union County Tournament
quarterfinal game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders at AL Johnson High School in Clark on February 15. The
second-seeded Lady Blue Devils defeated the Highlanders, 49-36, to advance to the semis and play Roselle Catholic.

Blue Devils Down Highlanders in UCT, 49-36
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the right time to gather the rebounds.
Kreusser responded humbly. “If it
wasn’t for everyone boxing out, I
wouldn’t be able to go and get those
rebounds, especially [Sam] Stravach.
She has amazing box outs.”
Stravach indeed was bad medicine
to the 16-6 Lady Highlanders but she
was very good medicine to her teammates. Not only did she grab six rebounds and score seven points but she
also had three steals, two assists and
blocked two shots.
“Stravach is a very consistent
player. She plays with her heart all
the time. Even in practice, she’s an
all-in player, really good at boxing
out, really good at getting rebounds
and very consistent with her points,”
Dobosiewicz said.
Stravach’s efforts seemed to be
contagious. “Her energy allows me to
gain a lot of energy. Her toughness,
her boxing out is amazing. It’s all
about toughness and she’s really good
at that,” Kreusser emphasized.
The Blue Devils won the first quarter, 12-7, and six of the points were set
up with two assists from junior Ali
Lisanti (3 points, 3 assists, block) and
one from Charlotte Dursee (3 points,
3 assists, 2 steals). Freshman Grace
Klag (7 rebounds, block, assist) added
a driving lay-up and Kreusser added a
put-back and converted a steal to a
lay-up.
Interestingly, the Blue Devils were
expecting Skyler Dowling and Paige
Phillips to be the biggest scoring
threats at the time but it was Gia
Ciccimarro who scored all seven of
the Highlanders’ points.
“Our main focus was on 15
(Phillips) and 30 (Dowling), so we
kind of let 12 (Ciccimarro) play a
little bit but when she showed her
worth, we started to put more pressure on her, which stopped her to
getting only like three points in the
second half,” Dobosiewicz explained.

“In the beginning, we were not expecting her to make that many shots.
Throughout the game we were moving our defense to stop her in the
second half. She played well,”
Kreusser said.
All 12 of Westfield’s points in the
second quarter came as a result of
assists and Kreusser set up the final
one with a nice pass to Dursee, who
sank her 3-pointer to make the score
24-17 at the half.
Kreusser’s answer was simple.
“When you see someone else you got
to give it to them. You don’t want to be
that selfish and I just give it to others
who are open. They take the shot and
make it. I get the assist.”
“We are a very selfless team. Coach
always talks about moving the ball,
shift our defense and there’s always
an open play every time,”
Dobosiewicz added.
Dobosiewicz (Dursee assist) initiated the third quarter with her first 3pointer then hit her second three
(Stravach assist) four minutes later.
Westfield won the quarter, 15-12, with
Stravach putting up five and Kreusser
sinking four. Ciccimarro, Phillips and
Dowling (8 points), who hit a free
throw, all sank 3-pointers and Fionna
Kerr (10 points) added two points.
Kerr scored six of the Highlanders’
seven points in the fourth quarter but
Kreusser hit the Blue Devils’ first
four points and Dobosiewicz put in
their final six thanks to assists from
Lily Maz (2 points, 2 assists) and an
inbound pass from Caroline Dwyer
(2 points).
What was very noticeable in the
game was that the Highlanders were
competing with only seven players.
“I was surprised when I was looking over when they were warming up
and only saw seven girls. We were
able to tire them out and they had to
take out some of their good players
from time-to-time and that’s always

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION
DOCKET NO. F-017207-18
FILE NO: 51333-738

as of November 30, 2018, together with
costs duly taxed in the sum of $1,580.37.
An exact redemption amount must be obtained from the municipal tax collector;
and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
15th day of April, 2019, during normal
office hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, 50 WinfieldScott Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey, be
and the same is hereby fixed as the time
and place for the redemption of the said
lands as described in the Amended Complaint and making up the premises concerning which the Amended Complaint is
filed, and that thereupon the defendant
who redeems shall be entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed for cancellation; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in default of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be published in the Westfield Leader, a newspaper circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth certify
to this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.
Hon. Katherine Dupuis, P.J.Ch.
Respectfully Recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE
KAB032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, First Floor
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader Fee: $116.79

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND
AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION
CFT SERVICES, LLC AS CUSTODIAN FOR PHOENIX
FUNDING,
INC.;
PLAINTIFF(S) VS. JEAN ABEL
CRAMER, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF JEAN ABEL
CRAMER, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
PAUL CRAMER; PETER
CRAMER; DENISE CRAMER;
DEFENDANT(S)
THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it appearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, JEAN ABEL
CRAMER, her heirs, devisees and personal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
JOHN DOE, Husband of Jean Abel Cramer,
said name John Doe being fictitious;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; PAUL
CRAMER; PETER CRAMER [TENANT
#1]; DENISE CRAMER [TENANT #2]; that
plaintiff has produced before this court tax
sale certificate #15-00249, certified to be a
true copy, which certificate is dated June
14,2016, and is of record in the Union
County Clerk’s Office on August 9, 2016, in
Book 14133 of Mortgages, page 9, as
instrument 3626201, which covers Block
10, Lot 857. By assignment dated May 12,
2017, said tax sale certificate was assigned to plaintiff, which assignment was
recorded in the Union County Clerk’s Office on June 6, 2017, in book 1435 of
assignments, page 163, as instrument
3169756. Said certificate, and its assignment, have been marked Exhibit P-1 on
the part of the plaintiff. More than two years
have elapsed since the sale of said lands
by the City of Elizabeth, and the lands have
not been redeemed from the tax sale; that
plaintiff has produced before this court its
Certification showing that there is due on
said tax sale certificate, together with subsequent taxes and interest, the sum of
$47,762.02 as of November 30, 2018; and
IT IS on this 13th day of February, 2019,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $47,762.02 which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest

tough to get a lot of points and rebounds,” Kreusser recalled.
“Their main players, 30 (Dowling)
and 15 (Phillips), played the whole
game, so credit to them. I think by
tiring them out, moving the ball, shifting their defense, it really tired them
out. I think that really helped us get a
lot of points in, get a lot of steals,”
Dobosiewicz said.
Next the Blue Devils would face
third-seeded Roselle Catholic, 61-37,
winners over Cranford, on February
20 in the semifinals in Rahway.
Gov. Livingston
Westfield

7 10 12 7
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Back in the day, being a goat was
just about the worst thing you could
call an athlete. If somebody was the
goat – or choke artist, maybe gagger
– it meant they had done something to
cause their team to lose, most likely
late in the game: struck out with the
bases loaded in the last inning, missed
a free throw or a lay-up late in a game,
had a last-second field goal hit the
goal post.
It shouldn’t surprise anybody. White
socks on athletes have been replaced
with black socks, a flipped-up collar
on your Lacoste tennis shirt is cool
now and no longer a “greaser” look,
and wearing your baseball hat backward is “in” while wearing caps the
normal way is “old school.”
Times change, and so has the connotation of the word “goat.”
A recent Super Bowl issue of Sports
Illustrated had a cover with a picture
of Tom Brady and “G.O.A.T.” as the
banner headline. No longer does it
infer a horrible play; now it’s an acronym for ‘greatest of all time.’ (As a
kid in the 1960s, the only time goat
was a good thing was when it was Earl
‘The Goat’ Manigault, a basketball
legend on the Rucker playground in
Harlem.)
G.O.A.T. apparently goes hand-inhand with the New England Patriots’
Brady and Bill Belichick, who are
both now in every discussion about
the greatest quarterback and greatest
coach of all time.
That’s undoubtedly because most
of the people doing the discussing
have either never heard of or have
forgotten Otto Graham and Paul
Brown.
My father might have been Cleveland Browns’ greatest fan ever; every

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH TO GET AROUND...Blue Devil senior Sam Stravach, No. 22, was very
tough defensively and grabbed six rebounds to go with three steals, two blocks, two
assists and seven points in the UCT victory over the GL Highlanders.

Blue Devils Rap ALJ In UCT Girls Hoops
The second-seeded Westfield High
School girls basketball team overwhelmed the AL Johnson Crusaders,
62-29, in the second round of the
Union County Tournament in
Westfield on February 13. Junior Ali
Lisanti (3 3-pointers, 4 assists, 2 steals,
block) and freshman Grace Klag (9
rebounds, 2 steals) each scored 11
points for the 14-7 Blue Devils.
Sam Stravach (5 rebounds, 2 blocks,
steal) and Caroline Dwyer (2 3-pointers, 2 assist, steal) each netted 10
points. Faith Dobosiewicz (3-pointer)
had nine points, four steals, three assists, two rebounds and a block. Emma
Pietrewicz (assist, rebound) nailed a

3-pointer. Charlotte Dursee had four
points, three assists, two steals and a
rebound. Chloe Kreusser had two
points, five rebounds, four steals and
an assist. Lily Maz had two steals, an
assist and a rebound. Sam Lefteris
had two points and a steal, and Mary
McHugh had an assist and a block.
Bailey Rosenmeier led the 9-12
Crusaders with nine points, while
Chelsea Kessock and Dominka
Kosiek each scored six points. Peyton
Collings scored four points. Lily Gull
and Angela Aromondo each scored
two points.
AL Johnson
Westfield
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8 23 17

29
62

Devilfish Strong at Scarlet
Junior-Senior Championship
Twenty-four Westfield Area ‘Y’
Devilfish swimmers competed at the
2019 Scarlet Junior-Senior State
Championship meet, held at Rutgers
University on February 1-3. They
posted strong results, with many athletes attaining Top-16 finishes.
Bridget Thomas made a National cut
in the 1,000 Free with a 10:26.76, and
Matt Swenson bested his own
Westfield “Y” record in the 1,650
(16:51.67) Free. Clare Logan took
first in two events.
TOP-16 DEVILFISH:
GIRLS 11-12: Isabella Giacobbe
(14th 100 Back); Clare Logan (1st
100 Free, 50 Back, 2nd 200 Back);
Catherine Ritter (11th 50 Free)
BOYS 11-12: Will Heinze (4th 200
Back); Cole Sharkey (5th 500 Free,
13th 200 IM, 16th 200 Free); Logan
PUBLIC NOTICE

Swenson (10th 50 Free); JD Twilley
(8th 50 Breast, 13th 100 Breast, 14th
100 Free)
GIRLS 13-14: Emily Constable
(4th 100 Breast); Lauren Lane (7th
200 Back, 9th 500 Free, 11th 400 IM)
BOYS 13-14: Will Crall (7th 200
Breast, 8th 100 Breast, 15th 200 IM);
Colin Kavanagh (3rd 100 Free, 4th 100
Back, 100 Breast, 200 IM, 8th 50 Free);
Billy Maguire (10th 200 Back, 15th
100 Back); Carsen Sharkey (12th 1650
Free, 13th 200 Fly); Matt Swenson
(2nd 200 Fly, 4th 1650 Free, 9th 200
Breast); Christian Tedesco (11th 100
and 200 Breast, 13th 100 Free); TJ
Walsh (10th 1,650 Free, 400 IM)
GIRLS 15-18: Emma Heinze (2nd
1,650 Free); Julia McGann (8th 200
Back, 15th 100 Free); Bridget Thomas (3rd 1,000 Free, 8th 100 Free)

Is Otto Graham the G.O.A.T.?

August in the late 1940s and into the
mid-‘50s, our family would pack up
and drive west to Hiram College to
attend the Browns’ preseason camp. I
grew up a San Francisco 49ers fan,
but was well aware of Graham and
Brown. They were the quarterback
and coach of the Cleveland Browns,
who in their first 10 years of existence
won seven league championships –
four in the All-American Football
Conference (1946-47-48-49) and
three in the National Football League
(1950, 1954-55). They lost in the
NFL championship game in 1951 and
1952 and were merely Eastern Division champs in 1953.
Until somebody wins eight of 10,
Graham and Brown will always be
my G.O.A.T.s for professional football.
One thing the G.O.A.T. is great stuff
for is bar arguments; sadly, in a way,
because – since the Jolly Trolley was
leveled – there are no longer any good
bars in Westfield to have those arguments. Who was WHS’s best athletic
team ever: the ’77 football team? ’70?
’61? ’47? Was it even a football team?
How about the swim teams from the
mid-1960s that won national titles?
The 1973 wrestling team? the 1986-88
boys tennis teams? or 2007-10? The
1988-89 girls soccer teams? How about
the 1924 girls basketball team?
And individually, who was WHS’s
G.O.A.T. quarterback, or linebacker,
or softball pitcher, etc.? Or who was
the G.O.A.T. among WHS’s athletes,
in any sport? My answer has always
been Chris Campbell, and the debate
should end there.
If only for one night we could argue
about G.O.A.T. teams and players until
they rang the bell for last call, and
then continue the discussion up North
Avenue at the White Diamond – another of my personal G.O.A.T.s.
But that was yesterday, and
yesterday’s gone.
HISTORIC MILE RELAY
The foursome of Ajay Olsen (52.1),
Steve Zucker (51.9), Matt McIntyre
(51.9) and Jake Saltzer (49.9) won
the state Group 4 mile relay and broke
the school’s indoor record at Friday’s
state Indoor Track group championships in Toms River. They finished in
3:26.11, .47 of a second ahead of
Elizabeth.
The last time WHS won the state
mile relay indoors was in 1934, 85
years ago. Captain Bill Clark, Griggs
Smith, Art Fischer and Hall of Famer
Wellington Ross comprised that foursome in a race at Newark’s 113th
Regiment Armory.
It was the school’s first indoor relay
champion since 1997, when Abdallah
Simaika, Ryan Stefiuk, (current coach)
Chris Tafelski and Mike Krug won
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on March 7, 2019 at 7:30 pm, at
the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
First Floor Council Chambers to hear the
application for a Temporary Operating
Permit for Archana Parmar and Chandra
Sarkar, 1630 Raritan Road, Block 14001,
Lot 3, R-1 Zone who propose to retain ten
(10) shipping containers at the rear of the
aforementioned property contrary to the
following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.5, R-1 Residential Zone:
The placement and/or storage of cargo
type containers not normally used in the
operation of a single family residence in a
single family zone is prohibited…
Permission for a period of one (1) year,
if granted, is pursuant to Section 23-4.3
allowing for temporary permission to retain ten (10) shipping containers.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 2/21/19, The Times
Fee: $28.05
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the two-mile.
The most recent individual indoor
champions were Group 4 pole vault
king Peter Fagan in 2013, and Meet
of Champions high jump winner
Adam Bergo in 2008.
After winning sectional titles a week
earlier, seniors Lauren Triarsi and
Erica Lawrence were seventh in the
55-meter low hurdles and shot put,
respectively.
BACK ON TOP
The WHS wrestling team, competing in District 14 for the first time,
had five individual champions, five
runners-up and one third-place finish
to win the school’s 27th district title,
and first since 2013. Luke Jacobs,
Quinn Gimblette, Luke Hoerle (his
second), CJ Composto (his third) and
Jordan Simpson were the individual
titlists, giving WHS 199 district
champs in its history.
The Blue Devils topped county
champion Cranford 231½-201, helping Glen Kurz win district Coach of
the Year.
The five individual champions were
the most ever for Kurz, who coached
four winners in both 2003 and 2013.
Former head and current assistant
coach Don MacDonald coached five
champions twice, in 1984 and 1993.
The school record is nine, in 1967
and 1973, under coach Gary Kehler.
With two wins each last Saturday,
Composto improved his career record
to 99-9 and Hoerle climbed to 97-15.
The juniors could become the fourth
and fifth members of WHS’s 100Win Club this weekend at the Region
4 tournament in Union.
FOURTH TIME’S A CHARM
After losing three times to Summit,
WHS (15-5-3) finally knocked off
the Hilltoppers, 6-5 in the McGinnis
Cup final on Saturday night at Codey
Arena, West Orange. Two goals each
by John Humiston and Anthony
Oliveri turned the trick.
CLOSING IN
Jackie Knapp had 19 points last
Saturday as the third-seeded Tufts
women’s basketball team (23-2) beat
Williams 75-51 in the quarterfinal
round of the NESCAC Tournament.
The senior now has 984 career points.
Freshman Molly Ryan, who is second
only to Knapp in minutes played this
winter, added nine points and has 170
this season.
Next up: second-seeded Amherst
in a Saturday semifinal at Bowdoin.
The Ephs are one of the two teams to
beat Tufts this year.
ON THIS DATE
1958: The WHS boys swim team,
powered by Hall of Famer Terry
Bentley’s wins in the 100 butterfly
and 100 freestyle, and Jay Pierson’s
double in the 100 backstroke and 150
individual medley, won the first of
what would eventually become 42
consecutive Union County championships.
AROUND THIS DATE
Feb. 20, 1959: Heavyweight Gene
Barron’s pin sealed WHS’s 36-12
victory over Scotch Plains in the first
wresting match between the rivals.
Doug Wight (98), Skip Sims (106),
Charles Wister (115), Dennis Powers
(130), Gerry Luebeck (168) and Dave
Martin (178) also won for the Devils.
Feb. 22, 1964: Harvey Gerber won
the 100 butterfly and the WHS swim
team swept the relays to capture their
first Eastern Interscholastics title at
Lawrenceville School.
Feb. 23, 1973: With nine individual
champions – Dave Brown, Paul
Bockus, Stan Warne, Mark Dennis,
Rich Gottlick, Dan Morash, Chris
Campbell, Walt Heiniger, Pete
Shearer – WHS’s wrestling team captured the District 15 championship.
Feb. 23, 2003: WHS’s Adam
Wendel, the 12th seed after earning a
wild card after a seventh-place finish
at the Group 4 meet, won the Meet of
Champions high jump with a leap of
6 feet, 6 inches.
Feb. 23, 2013: WHS swept the
Public A boys and girls state titles, the
ice hockey team won the Union
County Tournament and the wrestling team won the District 11 crown.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Public Schools Proposed Budget meeting will take place on March 19 at
the regular scheduled board meeting.
The meeting will be held in the cafeteria
and begin promptly at 7:00 pm.
Debi LeBrun,
SBA/BS
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION

AKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 98-05, adopted by the Township
Counsel of the Township of Scotch Plains on May 10, 2005, that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on Monday Feb 25, 2019 in accordance with the laws
of the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

AKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 98-05, adopted by the Township
Counsel of the Township of Scotch Plains on May 10, 2005, that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on Monday Feb 25, 2019 in accordance with the laws
of the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Ace Towing 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

The following vehicle may be examined at Ace Towing 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE
NISSAN

YEAR
1999

1 T - 2/21/19, The Times

VIN NO.
JN8AR05Y0XW318737

MINIMUM BID
$2,865.00
Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk
Fee: $41.82

MAKE
CHEV

YEAR
2006

1 T - 2/21/19, The Times

VIN NO.
2G1WN161769291234

MINIMUM BID
$3,005.00
Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk
Fee: $41.82

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Thursday, February 21, 2019

Page 13

Panther Swim Boys Too Much
For Devils in Sectional Final
By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PERTH AMBOY – There was not
much that Jeff Knight could do. At
this point in time, Bridgewater-Raritan
has become what Westfield used to
be: the team to beat in boys swimming. And no amount of strategy or
lineup switching could change that.
“It was tough sledding,” the 13year coach said last Thursday, after
his Blue Devils had dropped a 107-63
decision to the once-beaten Panthers
in the Public A, North 2 championship at the Raritan Valley YMCA.
“But I’m really proud of the effort.
The kids competed throughout the
meet. It shows what they’re made of.”
Westfield (9-4) won only three
events – senior Zach Youssef capturing the 100-yard butterfly in 54.02,
classmate Tommy Brennan taking the
100 breaststroke in a lifetime best
59.04 and freshman Seth Camacho

into an outstanding sprinter. He returned to the sport after WHS’s state
championship season in 2016. That
2017 season ended in controversy
when Bridgewater won the sectional
title after a WHS swimmer was disqualified for an early start on what
would have been the meet-clinching
anchor leg of the final relay. That
85½-84½ loss was followed last February by a 102-68 loss to B-R in the
sectional final. The Panthers have now
beaten WHS six straight times, three
in the regular season and three in the
post-season.
“We’ve graduated some crazy good
swimmers the last couple of years,
and most of them are still swimming
in college,” Prieto said. “We have a
small senior class and only four of
them swim (year-round) for the ‘Y’.
I’m really proud of the team … but we
aspired for more.”
Brennan has blossomed after he

think the meet was over (decided)
before my breaststroke swim. But the
idea (of winning) pushed me.
“A lot of people didn’t think we’d
be that much this year. So it was nice
to prove everybody wrong. We are a
much better team than people expected us to be. It (stinks) that I’m
graduating and we didn’t win a state
title. But the team is in a great direction, especially the freshman class.”
That class includes three top-ofthe-line studs in Roan Baker, Camacho
and Swenson, plus Billy Maguire,
Jack Young and TJ Walsh.
“My hat’s off to Bridgewater ...
they’re a great team,” Brennan said.
“And (Union County champion) Summit too. We had so many personal
bests at counties. We could’ve won.
That really (stunk). But Jeff told us
that we had lost more than 50 percent
of our scoring from the seniors who
graduated last year.”

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LUNGING FOR THE BALL....Cougar senior Lauren Williamson, No. 10, makes a valiant effort to get possession in the
thrilling UCT game against the Brearley Bears in Cranford on February 13. The Cougars beat the Bears, 64-58, in overtime.

PRINGLE 9 RBs, 4 BLK; TORETTA 18 PTs, SPEER 13 PTs

Lady Cougar Cagers Awaken;
Bite Bears in UCT OT, 64-58
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (Ridge semifinal meet) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST IN THE 100-BUTTERFLY...Blue Devil Zach Youssef placed first in the 100-butterfly in 54.02 in the North 2, Public
A Championship meet against Bridgewater-Raritan on February 14.

leading a 1-2 finish in the 500 free
with classmate Matt Swenson in
4:52.92.
In fact, other than the final event,
the 400 free relay, where the foursome that swam a 3:21 at counties
finished in 3:34, most of the Devils’
times were season bests, or just off.
The problem was where those times
would normally be a winning or getting second place, against B-R they
were getting thirds and fourths.
Still, there were no long faces as the
team headed into the night for the bus
ride home.
“It’s been a worthwhile experience,”
senior Cooper Prieto said, after getting
a second (22.32 in the 50) and third
(50.88 in the 100) and swimming on
two second-place relays. “We won two
county titles in my three years.”
The others in a six-man senior class
are Tim McGann, Tomas Moore and
Colby Chen.
Prieto’s three years on the team –
he had quit swimming in seventh
grade, but returned to the sport as a
sophomore – have seen him develop

also missed his freshman year because his family was living in Japan.
As a sophomore in 2017, he was not
in the county or sectional final lineup.
But now he is one of the best
breaststrokers in school history. He’s
one of just 10 Blue Devils to break a
minute and his time last Thursday was
the eighth-fastest in WHS annals.
“Sophomore year I wasn’t even
contemplating breaking a minute,” he
said. “Then I started emulating (WHS
record holder) Steve Warren (’18).
He pushed me. My time dropped to
1:01 last year. It’s crazy to think about,
really.”
In addition to being pushed by
Warren, Brennan had another motivation.
“The idea of winning the state title
always motivated me,” the 2019
Union County breaststroke champion
said. “I wanted a (championship) ring.
The idea was just so appealing. Even
as we were graduating those great
classes, and having less and less depth,
even if you’re overmatched, you have
to give it everything. (Thursday) I

Like Brennan, Prieto sees good
things in the future for WHS swimming.
“I give a lot of credit to this freshman class … they are determined,” he
said. “I’m happy with the year we
had. We competed. No regrets.”
BRIDGEWATER 107, WESTFIELD 63
(Westfield times)
200 MEDLEY RELAY: 2. (Baker,
Brennan, Youssef, Prieto) 1:37.14, 5.
(Camacho, Altman, Young, Maimon)
1:45.68; 200 free: 3. Swenson 1:52.99,
5. McGann 1:54.87, 6. Maguire 1:58.63;
200 IM: 3. Baker 1:59.51, 5. Veres
2:05.08, 6. Chen 2:17.0; 50 free: 2.
Prieto 22.32, 5. Kronheimer 22.89, Williams 23.40;
100 BUTTERFLY: 1. Youssef 54.02,
5. Moore 57.54, 6. Young 59.80; 100
free: 2. Baker 49.96, 3. Prieto 50.88, 5.
Kronheimer 51.25; 500 free: 1.
Camacho 4:52.92, 2. Swenson 4:56.01,
6. Walsh 5:12.20; 200 free relay: 2.
(Prieto, Baker, Youssef, Kronheimer)
1:31.70, 4. (Williams, Altman, Swenson,
Moore) 1:35.72;
100 BACK: 3. McGann 57.01, 4.
Camacho 57.47, 5. Maguire 1 .96; 100
breast: 1. Brennan 59.04, 2. Veres
1:01.31, 6. Altman 1:05.39; 400 free
relay: 3. (Youssef, Kronheimer,
McGann, Moore) 3:34.72, 4. (Williams,
Swenson, Walsh, Camacho) 3:34.96.

Finding themselves in a shocking
38-31 hole entering the fourth quarter, the sixth-seeded Cranford High
School girls basketball team reached
down deeply in the fourth quarter to
knot the score in regulation then came
up with a number of big plays in
overtime to eliminate the Brearley
Bears, 64-58, in the second round of
the Union County Tournament in
Cranford on February 13. Seniors KC
Pringle, Lauren Williamson and Olivia
Speer appeared to take it up another
notch to set up the majority of those
key plays in the fourth quarter and in
overtime.
The Cougars did get a 14-9 jump on
the 17-5 Bears in the first quarter with
the help of a pair of 3-pointers from
Speer, who finished with 13 points,
including two 3-pointers, and another
from junior Gianna Toretta, who
would finish with a team-leading 18
points, which included four 3-pointers and six free throws. Micaela
Etlinger, who led all scorers with 28

points, scored five of the Bears’ points
in the quarter. Etlinger would finish
the game with five 3-pointers.
But it was the second quarter where
the Cougars seemed to be pushing it
too hard driving to the basket resulting in many missed lay-ups. The Bears
won the quarter 9-6 to trail the Cougars, 20-18, at the half. On an assist
from Ellie Rokicki (6 points, 2 rebounds), Williamson (12 points, 3
assists, 3 steals, 4 rebounds) sank her
only 3-pointer of the game in the
quarter.
“I think we were getting a little
frantic looking at the scoreboard. We
wanted to make sure we got our shots
in but that prevented us from scoring,” Williamson explained.
The third quarter, however, turned
out to be a disaster for the Cougars as
the Bears sank the first seven points to
grab a 25-20 lead before a timeout
was called with 5:25 on the clock. The
Cougars seemed rattled and the Bears
won the quarter 20-11 to take a 38-31
lead into the fourth quarter. Etlinger
and Paige Middleton held the big

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
WESTFIELD. New Construction ... Coming Fall of 2019!
Another custom home by Prominent Properties. Sought after
open floor plan designed for a relaxed lifestyle. The kitchen
boasting a center island, fine quality cabinetry and top brand
appliances, opens to a family room complete with a gas burning
fireplace. A first floor bedroom is just one of the convenient
features of this magnificent home. The master bedroom suite
features his & her walk in closets and a luxurious spa type bath.
A finished third level with full bath offers total privacy for guests.
On the lower level is a recreation room, full bath plus plenty of
storage space. A total of 6 bedrooms and 6 1/2 baths makes
this an opportunity not to be missed. Time to make personal
choices. Washington School ... A Must See! $1,550,000.

FANWOOD. Located in a sought after location, this Arts &
Crafts style, Colonial Cape features both charm and updates
throughout the years. An oversized (.29 acre) property offers
room for future expansion. Minutes to vibrant downtown
Fanwood with both bus and train transportation to NYC. A
picture perfect living room boasting a large bay window and a
wood burning fireplace is flanked by a family room. The family
room features fine wood paneling and a slider to the fenced
rear yard. The formal dining room, with a stained glass wall is
sure to bring compliments from all. The modern kitchen with
garden window, granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances
and a wall of pantry cabinets. 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths and
incredible storage space in the finished recreation room
completes the picture. Quick occupancy! $569,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

tried to control the match. I don’t
think I really left any room for error.
He liked to go upper shots with me. I
knew I had to go low. That’s where
I’m comfortable. That’s where I got
my takedown,” said Smith, who
added, “It’s my first time placing top3 in districts, first time going to regions. I’m excited.”
Cougar Conor Halpin faced topseeded, 32-0 Matt Sacco (Br) for the
145-lb title and fell short, 5-0. Previously Halpin recorded a pin in the
quarterfinals and an 11-2 major decision in the semis.
The third Cranford/Westfield showdown came at 152-lbs. Cougar AJ
Bencivenga gave Blue Devil Luke
Scanlan a clinic featuring a number of

Fireman’s takedown-to-back moves
to seize a 20-3, 3:36 tech fall for the
title. Bencivenga reached the finals
with a fall in six seconds and another
in 31 seconds. Scanlan also recorded
a pair of falls.
“I wanted to get six but a tech was
good enough. It was pretty quick too.
It was a pretty good day. I pinned the
kid in my first match in six seconds,
next match was 31 seconds. I’m rolling pretty nicely into the regions,”
Bencivenga expressed.
The final Westfield/Cranford showdown came next at 160-lbs between
Blue Devil Jordan Simpson, who recorded a fall and a tech fall to advance
to the finals, and Ky’ell Roper, who
recorded a fall and a major decision.
Simpson was on the ball with several
double-leg football tackles, spin-behind takedowns and a nearfall to earn
a 16-4 major decision and the crown.
The most intense bout of the evening
may have been played out between
top-seeded, 30-2, Brett MacMath (Br)
and second-seeded Blue Devil Tim
Miller at 182-lbs. Both recorded a
pair of falls to advance to the finals.
MacMath began with a back-trip
takedown. Miller escaped. MacMath
answered with a step through front
trip takedown and Miller escaped.
But in the second period, Miller es-

SCOTCH PLAINS. Vacation at home ... 40' pool with whirlpool,
lighted gazebo and surrounded by a patio for perfect outdoor
entertaining! Custom floor to ceiling windows surround you in
sunlight and the natural beauty of nature. This contemporary home
features an open floor plan, two master bedrooms and 3 full baths.
The second floor master bedroom boasts a total retreat from the
hustle bustle of daily activities. Featuring a sitting room with
fireplace, a wall of windows affording golf course views and a
luxurious spa type bath with skylight will become one of your favorite
spaces in the home. The sun lit living room features a wood burning
fireplace and high ceilings. The entire home is a relaxing oasis
surrounded by magnificent plantings for total privacy. 3/4's of an
acre of manicured property with a side yard play area, located on a
cul de sac street of exceptional homes completes the picture.
$885,000. Call for your private showing. 908-419-5141.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Cougar Matman Smith
Athlete of the Week:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE TAKEDOWN...Blue Devil Brendan Loder gets a takedown in his
195-lb semifinal bout against Nick Cordero of Bridgewater-Raritan.

Dean Smith, a senior captain on
the varsity wrestling team, captured
the District 14 Championship at the
132-lb. weight class this past weekend. He has amassed a 22-7 record
this season and advanced to the Region 4 Wrestling Tournament.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

COLDWELL BANKER

Blue Devils First, Cougars 2nd at District 14
distract me and got right back to him.
I knew he liked big moves but I got a
bunch of single legs in mainly with reattacks.”
The second Westfield/Cranford
showdown came at 132-lbs. Blue
Devil Jeremy Silber (seeded 4th) won
his first bout by decision then knocked
off top-seeded Tyler Haynes of
Metuchen (M), 9-5. Cougar Dean
Smith (3rd seed) won by fall then
knocked off second-seeded Joe
Delusant (V). After a scoreless first
period, Smith’s escape and takedown
in the second period was enough to
defeat Silber, 3-1. Smith also edged
Silber at the county tournament.
“It was a close one at the counties
but I knew what to expect from him. I

hands for the Bears with 10 points and
seven points, respectively.
“Coach always tells us, ‘we had
runs, they have runs.’ They just got
lucky in the third quarter, had the run
but we cut it off to get back in the end
of the quarter and the start of the
fourth,” Speer said.
“We just had to get it done. It was
sink or swim. We didn’t have an option. We just had to put our head down
and work,” Pringle added.
“We weren’t talking as much. Once
we started to communicate, we were
able to get our shots in, get our defense back into the game,” Williamson
said.
Middleton would also prove to be a
hazard under the boards and finished
with double digits in rebounds.
As to her strategy handling
Middleton, Pringle explained, “Today
I was just reminding myself to box her
out. That was my biggest threat. My
intent was to box her out and let the ball
hit the ground if it needed to or just get
her out of the equation so our team can

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: BettyLynch1935@gmail.com
FAX: 862-345-2871
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
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TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSE CLEANING

BABY SITTERS NEEDED

Empty - move in - out
Your own personal maid “Me”
The Old Fashioned Way
*General or Complete
House Prep
* Special Projects
* Party Clean-Up
* Silver/Brass Polish
*Baseboards Washed
* Windows - Inside Only
* Removal of Unwanted
Household Items
(732) 895-2529

Do you love children? The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue, needs child
care baby sitters on Sunday's from
9-11:15 a.m. Some extended
times for meetings and lunches
may be included. The rate is $15.
per hour. A substantial background
check will be done at the church’s
expense. For information and an
interview, call Christine Treger at
(908) 233-0301, ext. 38

HELP WANTED

Small Westfield law firm is looking for
a full time Office Administrator. Previous work in a law firm a plus. Please
submit a resume and cover letter
to contactus@pfolawfirm.com

HELP WANTED

P/T Bookkeeper 6 to 10 flexible
hours per week for Westfield CPA
firm. Experience with Quick Books,
payroll tax returns, sales tax
returns (NJ, NY, PA and CA), writeup work. Send resume/contact info
to ellen.gsmcpa@gmail.com.

Immaculate 3BR 3½ bath end unit
townhome with private park-like
setting in gated Park Place,
Springfield. Rare first floor master
bedroom suite & laundry room,
with oak floors throughout. Vaulted
ceilings, updated bathrooms, &
modern kitchen with stainless
appliances. Sliders to deck and
walkout to patio.Two spacious
rooms plus full bath in fully finished
basement with separate storage.
Close to NYC transportation.
Outdoor pool and tennis courts for
your enjoyment. Mortgage
approved buyers only. $489,000.
Call for appointment:
(201) 248-1194
DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING AT 132-LBS...Cougar Dean Smith, right, defeated Blue Devil Jeremy Silber, 3-1, for the 132-lb crown at the District 14 Tournament.

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

Blue Devils First, Cougars 2nd at District 14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

caped to make the score, 4-3, then
mentally rattled MacMath when he
pulled off a far-leg takedown that was
just outside the circle. MacMath escaped in the third period but was just
warding off Miller’s attacks, resulting in a penalty point. MacMath called
for an injury (exhaustion) timeout so
he could put two-and-two together.
After his rest, MacMath managed to
hold onto a 5-4 decision.
The 195-lb title bout between topseeded Blue Devil Brendan Loder
and second-seeded Sebastian
Iakouchevitch (AL Johnson) turned
out to be the lowest scoring bout of
the evening. After a scoreless first
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-124
AWARDED TO: Travelers Insurance
Company, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICE: to obtain a Public Official
Bond for Julie Origliato
PERIOD: February 10, 2019-February
9, 2020
COSTS: in the amount of $942.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

period, Iakouchevitch escaped then
managed to control Loder throughout the entire third period to win 1-0.
Loder had reached the finals with a
pair of falls. Iakouchevitch recorded
a fall then beat Cougar Zach Blevins,
5-0, in the semis. Blevins went on to
place third with a 5:42 fall over Nick
Cordero (Br).
Cougar Matt Doran recorded a fall
and a 9-3 decision to advance to the
220-lb title bout to face Sam Huff
(V), who recorded a first-period
takedown then caught Doran late in
the second period at 3:43. In the final
title bout, returning state champ Lewis
Fernandes (V) used a single-leg grapevine and a chin hook to pin Blue
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-110
amending (Resolution No. 2018-1090)
AWARDED TO: Practitioners/Psychiatric
SERVICES TO: for providing additional
professional psychiatric medical services
to patients of Cornerstone Behavioral
Health Hospital of Union County
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Applicant sought approval to construct a
patio contrary to Section 12.04G & 13.02D5
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow an all
improvement coverage of 42.3% (7,484
square feet) where the Ordinance allows a
maximum all improvement coverage of
40% (7,076 square feet); to allow a 4-foot
portion of open fencing where the Ordinance requires a pool be enclosed by a 6foot solid fence. Application approved with
conditions.

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on February 13, 2019, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on January 14, 2019.
Brett Kahn, 606 Benson Place. Applicant sought approval to construct a first
and second floor addition and a two-car
garage contrary to Section 11.09E5,
11.09E7, and 11.09E13 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a front yard setback of
29.5 feet where the Ordinance requires a
minimum front yard setback of 30.1 feet; to
allow a rear yard setback of 22 feet where
the Ordinance requires a minimum rear
yard setback of 35 feet; to allow a wall
length of 28 feet where the Ordinance
allows a maximum continuous wall length
of 25 feet. Application approved with conditions.
Lori Spector, 132 Marlboro Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
addition contrary to Section 11.09E6 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 8 feet where
the Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet; to allow a building
coverage of 20.07% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Application approved with conditions.
Jacqueline Stelling, 146 Harrison Avenue. Applicant sought approval to construct an open front porch contrary to Section 11.09E6 and 11.09E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a side yard setback of 5.6 feet where the Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet; to allow no garage where the Ordinance requires a one-car garage. Application approved with conditions.
Robert Rossitto, 817 Lenape Trail.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
addition contrary to Section 11.04E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of 11.88 feet to the house and 9.13
feet to the chimney where the Land Use
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 15 feet. Application approved
with conditions.
Raymond & Gail Mooney, 815
Dartmoor. Applicants sought approval to
install a fence contrary to Section 12.07C
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a fence
height of 6 feet where the Ordinance allows a maximum fence height of 4 feet.
Marcus Acord, 835 Wallberg Avenue.

Devin Clarke, 529 Wychwood Road.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
addition and retain a one-car garage contrary to Section 11.06E14 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a one car garage where
the Ordinance requires a two-car garage.
Application approved with conditions.
Kenneth & Donna Pace, 638 Kimball
Avenue. Applicants sought approval to
construct an addition contrary to Section
12.04F1, 12.04F3, and 11.09E14 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a building
coverage of 22.2% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%; to allow a building coverage with
porch of 24.7% where the Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with a
porch of 24%; to allow no garage where
the Ordinance requires a one-car garage.
Application approved with conditions.
Matthew Strycharz, 120 Marlboro
Street. Applicant sought approval to construct an addition contrary to Section
11.09E6, 11.09E13, and 11.09E14 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of 8.1 feet and 9.5 feet where the
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet; to allow a continuous
wall length of + 35 feet where the Ordinance allows a maximum continuous wall
length of 25 feet; to allow no garage where
the Ordinance requires a one-car garage.
Application approved with conditions.
Jamie Keim, 35 Azalea Trail. Applicant
sought approval to construct a front porch
addition contrary to Section 12.03D of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a front yard
setback of 37 feet 2 inches where the
Ordinance requires a minimum front yard
setback of 39.74 feet. Application approved
with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader Fee: $100.98

Devil sophomore Jon Heard in 27
seconds. In the semis, Heard pinned
Dylan Glassberg (Br) in 4:20.
After getting upset, 15-13, by
Derek Zelesnick (SJ) in the 138-lb
semis, Cougar Jack Korzeneski regrouped to grab a 14-4 major decision over Jackson Barry (Millburn).
Zelesnick went on to win the title.
Cougar Justin Alpaugh-McLean
placed third at 182-lbs with a 2:23
fall over Liam Haggerty (Millburn).
Cougar Evan Kanterman placed third
at 170-lbs when he defeated Jarid
Kufczynski (Bayonne), 11-8.
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
106: — Jacobs W d Rich V 11-8
113: — Gimblette W p Fernandez C
3:32
120: — Hoerle W d Taylor V 11-5
126: — Composto W md Rinehart V 17-7
132: — Smith C d Silber W 3-1
138: — Zelesnick SJ p Erin Rivera B
:34
145: — Sacco Br d Halpin C 5-0
152: — Bencivenga C tf Scanlan W 203 3:36
160: — Simpson W md Roper C 16-4
170: — Winchock Br d Matt Brandner
V 8-1
182: — MacMath Br d Miller W 5-4
195: — Iakouchevitch J d Loder W 1-0
220: — Huff V p Doran C 3:43
285: — Fernandes V p Heard W :27

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 19th of February
2019, and that said Ordinance will be considered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 5th day of March 2019 at 7:00 p.m., at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Ordinance and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same. Copies of said Ordinance
can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s
Office at any time prior to final adoption at
no cost to any member of the general
public who requests same.
ORDINANCE 2019-1
ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 23-9 ENTITLED
“REDEVELOPMENT PLANS”
TO RENUMBER SUBSECTION 23-9.1 ENTITLED
“PARKER GREENHOUSE
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
(BLOCK 12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6,
7 & 24)” AND ALSO ADOPTING A REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN FOR AN “AREA IN
NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT” KNOWN AS THE
“JERUSALEM ROAD REDEVELOPMENT AREA” CONSISTING OF BLOCK 6201,
LOTS 13, 16.02 AND A PORTION OF THE VACATED VAN
ORDEN PLACE RIGHT-OFWAY AS SHOWN ON THE TAX
MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION 233.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION 23-9.2 ENTITLED
“JERUSALEM ROAD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN (BLOCK
6201, LOTS 13, 16.02 AND A
PORTION OF THE VACATED
VAN ORDEN PLACE RIGHTOF-WAY)”.
ORDINANCE 2019-2
ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XII ENTITLED
“SEWER AND WATER” REGARDING ANNUAL SERVICE
CHARGE RATES FOR RESIDENTIAL AND NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/21/19, Times
Fee: $60.18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL EYES ON THE BALL...The Cranford Cougars, white uniforms, and the Brearley Bears keep their eyes on the ball
during the Union County Tournament second round game at Cranford on February 13. The Cougars won in OT, 64-58.

Lady Cougar Cagers Bite Bears in UCT, 64-58
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

get the rebound.”
Pringle, who had been effective
under the boards all game and would
finish with nine rebounds and four
blocked shots, also got into the assists
act in the fourth quarter as did Speer
and Williamson, resulting in a 19-12
run to tie the score 50-50 to force
overtime. With assists from Speer
and Pringle, Toretta hit a pair of 3pointers and added three free throws,
the final two being clutch at the end of
the quarter to tie the score. Elizabeth
McCaffery (10 points, 2 blocks, 2
steals, rebound) hit her first 3-pointer
and Williamson sank a pair of free
throws and a lay-up.
“Once we start working as a team
and really start cutting and moving
and seeing each other, we get a lot
more opportunities, which really helps
us out,” Pringle said.
“I know that they started really
heavily guarding me, so it was obviPUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-125
AWARDED TO: Travelers Insurance
Company, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICE: to renew a Public Official
Bond for Anthony Ugoaru
PERIOD: March 9, 2019-March 8, 2020
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$756.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL QUORUM
New Jersey Redevelopment
Authority Training Session
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council, will be in attendance for a Redevelopment Training Institute presented by the New Jersey Redevelopment Authority on March 4, 2019
from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building Township Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.
No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council at this training session.
BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 02/21/19, The Times Fee: $18.87

ous that Lauren was making backdoor
cuts and was wide open. Me and
Lauren love doing the long passes.
When she’s open, I will give to her
right away. It’s not just me, it’s whoever makes the best play. We were
doing our cuts, we were doing everything possible. We wanted to win this
game and we needed to win this
game,” Speer expressed.
“I think it’s super important to get
assists because it builds our offense,”
Williamson added.
“We had some good quarters, we
had some bad quarters. That’s how it
goes sometimes. We didn’t stop. We
didn’t let it bring us down. Our offense wasn’t there. Our defense kept
us in this game and we kept working
until our shots fell. We didn’t give
up,” Speer expressed.
Free throws did come into play in
regulation as the Cougars sank nine
of 13, while the Bears fared a little
better at 11 of 13. But the overtime
period was even bigger as the Cougars would go 8-for-8 from the line.
“Coach makes us shoot 75 to 100
foul shots every single practice, so I
think that helps a lot. Even in pressurized games, we always make them,”
Williamson said.
The overtime period began with
McCaffery, assisted by Williamson,
sinking a 2-pointer. Hannah Bondalo
banged a 3-pointer to put the Bears up
by one. Speer answered with a putback lay-up. Bear Tahijah Kelley was
fouled and sank the first of her two
free throws. When she missed the
second one, Williamson grabbed the
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-133
amending (Resolution No. 2017-115)
AWARDED TO: Groundwork Elizabeth
SERVICE: Grants for the Administration
and implementation of the Union County
Means Green Community Garden
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$50,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-36793-14
FILE NO. 17-02067

tice and Procedure.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage dated
04/26/2004, made by CORNEL A MENDSCOLE as mortgagor, to MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST
MAGNUS FINANCIAL CORPORATION
recorded on 06/09/2004 in Book 10704, of
mortgages for UNION County, page 0979,
and (2) to recover possession of, and
concerns premises commonly known as
24-28 EMMA STREET, PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY 07063, Lot 21, Block 220.
If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jersey Bar Association by calling 732-2495000. You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling 201-488-0044. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with
the Legal Services Office of the County of
venue by calling 201-488-0032.
YOU, CORNEL A MENDS-COLE, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST,
CORNELIA MENDS-COLE BURKE, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS ADMINISTRATRIX
OF THE ESTATE OF CORNEL A MENDSCOLE, AND CORNEL MENDS-COLE,
HEIR, are made a defendant because you
are the heirs of CORNEL A MENDS-COLE,
the original obligor, mortgagor and record
owner of the mortgaged premises, who
passed away on 07/18/2017, and because
you may have an ownership interest in the
mortgaged premises and for any lien, claim
or interest you may have in to or against
the mortgaged premises.
This is an attempt to collect a debt, and
any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.
DATED: 02/21/2019
MICHELLE M. SMITH, CLERK
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
Leopold & Associates, PLLC
80 Business Park Drive, Suite 110
Armonk, NY 10504
(914) 219-5787
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $84.66

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CORNEL A MENDS-COLE,
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, THEIRS, OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST;
CORNELIA
MENDS-COLE BURKE, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE
OF CORNEL A MENDS-COLE;
CORNEL MENDS-COLE,
HEIR
YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and required to serve upon Leopold & Associates, PLLC, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 80 Business Park Drive, Suite
110, Armonk, New York 10504, an answer to the Complaint and Amendment to
Complaint filed in a civil action in which
MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P. is plaintiff and
CORNEL A MENDS-COLE, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, THEIRS, OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; ET ALS. are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, Burlington
County, and bearing Docket number F36793-14, within 35 days after 02/21/2019,
exclusive of such date or if published after
02/21/2019, 35 days after the actual date
of publication, exclusive of such date. If
you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint and Amendment
to Complaint. You shall file your answer
and proof of service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court, Hughes Justice Complex, CN-971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, together with your check in the
sum of $175.00 representing the filing fee
in accordance with the rules of Civil Prac-

rebound, was fouled and sank both.
Etlinger gave the Bears a 57-56
lead with 2:21 remaining when she
was fouled while sinking a 2-pointer
and made the free throw. Then Speer
was fouled and made both free throws
to put the Cougars back on top.
“The crowd was there too. They
were ‘hepping’ us up. We were really
motivated by them and I thought like
I need to nail these two,” Speer recalled.
Next, Pringle made a great steal
under the Bears’ board and fired long
to Williamson, who assisted
McCaffery on a lay-up for a 60-57
lead with 1:12 left.
“Whenever someone does one good
thing, you want to build up on that. So
if I get a steal then I see Lauren get it
and go up to Liz, it’s exciting to see us
capitalize on every opportunity,”
Pringle explained.
Toretta followed with a pair of free
throws. After Brearley’s Sofia
Lospinoso missed the second of her
two free throws, Pringle grabbed the
rebound with 5.1 remaining and was
quickly fouled. Pringle sank both free
throws to seal the deal.
“It was helpful because we were
already up by four and it would be a
two possession game even if I missed
them both, so that takes a little pressure off. Just to send them home with
that was a great way to end the game,”
Pringle said.
Brearley
Cranford
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-112
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICE: to deliver services to Union
County residents 60 years of age or older
and/or their caregivers
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$4,626,165.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-121
AWARDED TO: Great American Assurance Company, Cincinnati, Ohio
SERVICE: to obtain the Equine Mortality Policy
PERIOD: February 24, 2019-February
23, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$2,117.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-119
AWARDED TO: The Institute for Forensic Psychology, Oakland, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Psychological Evaluation Services to the Department
of Administrative Services9Division of
Personnel), the Department of Corrections,
and the Union County Prosecutor
PERIOD: February 14, 2019- December 31, 2019
COSTS: in a total amount not to exceed
$ 81,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $24.48
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Children of Holocaust
Survivors Visit EIS Students

A-PLUS TEACHER...Brookside Place Elementary (BPS) School Kindergarten
Teacher Anne Marie Francis is named the BPS Classroom Teacher of the Year.

Mrs. Francis Is Named
BPS Teacher of the Year
CRANFORD—Brookside Place
Elementary School (BPS) is pleased
to announce that Anne Marie Francis
has been selected as the Classroom
Teacher of the Year from nominations made by the school community
as part of the New Jersey Department
of Education 2018-19 Governor’s
Educator of the Year Program.
Mrs. Francis has served the
Cranford school district for 20 years,
with 11 of those years teaching kindergarten at BPS. She has also taught
grades 4 through 8 as both a classroom and gifted and talented teacher,
grades K to 8 as a character education
coordinator and grades 9 though 12
as a service learning coordinator.
She was a kindergartener herself
when she decided she’d one day emulate her kindergarten teacher and sit
around a circle, teaching
kindergarteners. “I feel that teaching
chose me!” Mrs. Francis said. “It’s all
I ever wanted to be.”
Before the start of every day, she
said, she reads to herself a page-long
doctrine she has compiled entitled
“This is What I Believe,” which lists
statements of positivity to guide her
teaching philosphies. “I believe I can
make the biggest difference in a child’s
ability to learn. I believe all children
are filled with curiosity and it is my
responsibility to illuminate their path
to discovery,” she said.
In her cheerful kindergarten classroom, Mrs. Francis said she creates
an environment for learning based

Grade 8 Distinguished
Honor Roll
Hasan Ali, Naa Dei Ashie, Abigail
Balagot, Grace Beirne, Riley Bhatia,
Lily Camacho, Cara Checchio,
Kendall Chiang, Samuel Chichester,
Disha Debnath, Ivana DelgadoArvelo, Madison Diaz, Olivia
Eckstine, Carter Fallon, Emma Fang,
Lily Friebely, Sophia Gallo, Grace
Germinder, Justin Koizumi, Lucia
Laumbach, Gavin Lesnevich, Allison
Lesser, Ava Mach, Shehzad
Madraswalla, Dylan Mathew, Ella
Mauer, Meagan Migliaccio, Danielle
Most, Alicia Murphy, Matthew
Murray, Denys Muryn, Jessica
Navarro, Emma Nobile, Sarah
Paolella, Ella Platts, Zoe Quraishi,
Katherine Ramalho, Vikram
Ravishankar, Jordana Reisberg, Morgan Ritter, Catherine Rodrigues,
Emma Schramm, Andrew Smith,
Dominic Souza, Alicia Valenciano,
Bianca Valente, Jayleen Velez,
Gabriella Virga, Christina Wang,
Margaret Whitney, Georgia
Williamson, Andy Zhu, Mattingly
Zullo

Grade 8 Regular Honor
Roll
Jason Abate, Alyssa Barbossa, Andrew Bartley, Ryan Baumgartner,
Stephan Baumgartner, Jenai Berry,
Elisa Bianco, Ava Billotto, Isabella
Blake, Morgan Boone, Kylie Byers,
Orencia Casimiro, Claire Cassidy,
Ryan Cawley, Nicholas Champagne,
Helena Chan, Alexandra Chouinard,
Zachary Chung, Mia Cutaia, Syona
Dalvi, Rushil Damania, Ananda
Daniel, Joseph DeSantis, Theresa
DeVall, Madeline DiSalvo, Matthew
Dolowy, Julia Encarnacion, Olivia
Encarnacion, Jack Fallo, Shaylin
Farley, Matthew Fela, Sean Ferrone,
Emmet Fynes, Thomas Gain, Ella
Goldstein, Zachary Gray, Jessica Gui,
Paige Hagman, Annie Hansen, Trevor
Headrick, Leah Herb, Camila
Hernandez, Maximilian Ho, Emily
Homer, Khan Lagemann, Matthew
Laurenzano, Wesley Lewis, Daniel
Mahr, Mikayla Mari, Kaelan Mattos,
Thomas Metzger, Ava Niemczyk,
Alden Nyamiaka, Daniel O’Brien,
Katelyn Oser, Nefeli Pappas, Dylan
Patel, Jay Patel, Zachary Redling,
Peter Reilly, Kady Rettino, Mireille
Silva, Leila Simeon, Jay Slack, Briana
Talmadge, Hazel Thurman, Anthony
Tittanegro, Gianna Tucker, Ketevan
Vepkhvadze, Lauren Verrastro,
Isabelle Verrico, Morgan Virgil, Maya
Viscardi-Carelse, Elijah Ware, Dylan
Young

Grade 7 Distinguished
Honor Roll
Haley Acevedo, Hannah Alber,
Sarah Alnasseri, Sana Anand, Hannah
Baik, Alex Baker, Anastasia Berk,
Karina Borysiak, Isabella Capati,
Callie Capriglione, Grace Carter,

upon those beliefs and what she has
learned in life to “create a place that
is nurturing, safe, inviting, rewarding, stimulating, loving and fun!”
She is very humbled by her nomination as the BPS Classroom Teacher
of the Year. “I believe that the BPS
staff is a truly exceptional group of
professionals who collaboratively
push each individual along to reach
their full potential. This honor belongs to all of us,” Mrs. Francis said.
The Governor’s Educator of the
Year Program highlights educational
innovation, student achievement, the
rewards of teaching, and important
services outside the classroom environment that lead to student success.
Further, it seeks to attract public attention to the positive aspects of our
educational system. For more information, please visit: http://
www.state.nj.us/education/educators/
rpr/recognition/educators/geoy/.

WESTFIELD — Eighth graders at
Edison Intermediate School (EIS)
recently heard compelling, and sometimes emotional, accounts from a
group comprised of children of Holocaust survivors who shared facts, photographs and a common message that
hate cannot be tolerated anywhere.
“The Holocaust was the systematic
murder of 6-million Jews and other
populations,” said Lydia Fogelman
to a class of eighth graders. “We are
here now to tell you the stories of our
mothers and how they survived.”
Fogelman was one of six members
of the Second/Third Generation Holocaust Survivors Group to visit
Edison to share their family stories of
loss and survival. The group was cofounded by Claire Bornstein, Rita
Geller and Faye Bodenstein at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
in 2015 and includes members from
throughout the area.
“The group’s objectives are to share
stories, provide support, to learn even
more about our history and, most importantly, to create opportunities for
Holocaust education in our schools,
synagogues and community,” said
Barbara Simon, whose maternal and
paternal grandparents, an uncle, and
three aunts were among her family
members to die during the Holocaust.
Ms. Simon said the visit to Edison
was the group’s first experience speaking in a school. “We hope to continue,” she said. “Our goal is to instill
our ‘be an Upstander, not a bystander’
philosophy. We hope the students
understood the message that we can-

not change the past but they should
participate in the future. We wish to
instill confidence in the kids to not
only be able to recognize hate, but to
also feel empowered to realize that
staying quiet should not be an option.
Hate is not okay.”
Joining Simon and Fogelman in
speaking to three eighth grade language arts classes were Claire
Bornstein, Rita Geller, Debra
Feldman and Gila Glassel.
“Edison’s eighth grade language
arts classes are currently involved in
a social justice book club unit. Students are reading a number of books
that deal with the themes of prejudice, righteous individuals, bravery,
and morality,” said principal Matthew Bolton. “We are incredibly fortunate to have members of the Second/third Generation Holocaust Survivors Group share their compelling
stories of sadness and survival with
our students.”
EIS students will also hear from a
Holocaust survivor who will visit the
school next month, Mr. Bolton said.
“The teaching of the Holocaust and
genocide has been part of the K-12
curriculum in Westfield Public
Schools for more than two decades,
with a multidisciplinary, age-appropriate approach at all grade levels,”
said Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D. “This visit by members of Congregation Beth Israel and other presentations on the Holocaust provide
important real-life context to classroom experiences at our intermediate
and high schools.”

More Education next page

Christiano of CF Earns
Dean’s List at Lehigh
CRANFORD — Luke Christiano,
of Cranford, was named to the Dean’s
List at Lehigh University in the Fall
2018 semester.
Dean’s List status is awarded to
students who earned a scholastic average of 3.6 or better while carrying
at least 12 hours of regularly graded
courses.

LEADING THE WAY...The Education Enrichment Foundation of Scotch PlainsFanwood hosted their annual Leadership Training Conference (LTC 100) on
February 2. Over 100 student delegates, recommended by the faculty of Park and
Terrill Middle Schools and St. Bartholomew’s Academy (grades 5-8), participated
in this event that develops, reinforces and promotes leadership skills. The delegates learned leadership skills through class work and hands-on activities, such
as Effective Communication, Speaking with Ease/Public Speaking, Elected to
Lead Everyone and T.E.A.M Time! (Together Everyone Achieves More). LTC
100 takes some of the best features of the New Jersey Association of Student
Councils four-day LTC program held in the summer and condenses them into a
one-day program for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood students.

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 2nd Marking Period

Dominique Chitty, Anthony
Chrisostomides, Tara Cino, Emily
Cuccurullo, Lauren Cunningham,
Cole
Darmarajah,
Joseph
DeFrancesco, Mia Delaney, Elizabeth Diamond, Emma Dougherty,
Abigail Elliott, Ava Fazio, Valeria
Figueroa Rodriguez, Lily Friedman,
Julia Friedrichs, Lily Gaulin,
Alessandra Gialanella, David Gomez,
Olivia Gomez, Samantha Hagopian,
Ian Hobbs, Elorie Howell, Nemat
Iddisah, Carolyn Joe, Emily Juckes,
Kyle Karyczak, Erin Kennedy, Graham Kois, Nathan Korner, Robert
Lambert, Sairah Llano, Madeline
Paik, Sairam Pantham, Jacob Pinsky,
Fatima Qamar, Gokul Ramanan,
Elijah Rodriguez, Gianna Rojas, Shannon Rooney, Amelie Rousseau,
Raquel Sanisidro, Michael Schmidt,
Chloe Schunke, Ryan Serio, Heather
Sherman, Maisie Shimko, Aryan
Singh, Gianluca Skirde, Dylan
Soriano, Anastasia Stellakis, Kelly
Stewart, Grace Sweeney, Zuzanna
Szewc, Janeli Tenecota Villa, Maria
Vitoroulis, Michael Wojcik, Darion
Yau, Emma Zheng

Grade 7 Regular Honor
Roll
Justin Abadir, Alexander Allegra,
Eva Austin, Keira Baerson, Sophia
Bansagi, Brian Bartley, Amanda
Baylock, Charles Becker, Hana
Berisha, Gwendolyn Boylan, Lily
Cantwell, Matthew Capozzolo, Jaden
Carpien, Elizabeth Chern, Cole
Chludzinski, Joshua Citarella, Taylor
Clement, Isabella Colon, Grace
Conklin, Joss Coppock-Huegel,
Isabella Cucci, Tia Culjak, Kristina
Decker, Nathaniel Dematteo, Bianca
DeVizio, Ethan Diamond, Spencer
Doran, Andrew Dreyer, Allison
Eggert, Luke Ellison, Julianne
Friedson, Matan Goldstein, Ma
Victoria Gonzales, Marissa Gregov,
Abigail Griffiths, Mackenzie Harmer,
Sean Harris, Jacob Hathcock, Hope
Hausle, Angelina Holden, Ethan Holt,
Ian Hopkins, Zoe Hopkins, Kyle
Hunter, Brian Huszcza, Dietrich
Jahnke, Aiden Jasul, Valerie Kelly,
Aadi Kenwar, Danielle Kramer, Sara
Lehman, Isabelle Li, Alexander
Liverance, Kelsie Lubalin, Jenalys
Lugo, Joshua Madarasz, Lauren
McNulty, Giao Nguyen Dao, Tiffany
Nguyen, Michelle Nikolaev, Philip
Joseph Nitro, Maxine Novello,
Jasmyn Nunez, Alexander Patino,
Paige Peneno, Chance Perez, Thomas Perez, Sequoia Pilgrim, Anderson Pollack, Grace Price, Ryan Quino-

nes, Gonzalo Ramos, Diane
Resnicoff, Sebastian Roman Gaud,
Anthony Romano, Katherine
Romanyshyn, Aidan Route, Erin
Ryan, Audrey Saccento, Anthony
Scuorzo, Boushi Siva, Sam
Sponheimer, Noah Tamayo, Lindsay
Trela, Sherly Velez, Olivia Vella,
Emma Lee Vieira, Evelyn Villar,
Mackenzie Virgil, Jennifer Walsh,
Chase Waxman, Meya Williams,
Rebecca Wofsy, Sara Wollman,
Youssef Yacub, Sergiy Yurchenko,
Rachel Ziegler

Grade 6 Distinguished
Honor Roll
Elizabeth Baglien, Morgan
Barbossa, Matteo Barcellona, Caitlin
Bellistri, Michael Bellistri, Abigail
Bender, David Bolivar, Emma Boris,
Grace Bottomly, Isobel Bruce, Emma
Carinhas, Grace Cawley, Hannah
Charnock, Ethan Cukrow, Emily
DeGaetano, Olivia DiSalvo,
McKenna Dwyer, Thomas Eisner,
Camryn Evans, Amelia Fallon, Julia
Farin, Julia Ferguson, Dylan
Fitzgerald, Samantha Friscia, Tyler
Glynn, Jeff Gui, Sofia Heta, Mary
Katherine Hoffman, Clarke Hunter,
Blake Jackson, Sean Johnston,
Caitlin Keough, Elizabeth Koizumi,
Sophia Labazzo, Isabella LaFerrera,
Alexa LaRosa, Emily Laudman,
Daniel Laurenzano, Darrien Lee,
Nathaniel Leversee, Elana Lewis,
Madeline Marcovecchio, Enisa
Marku, Chelsea Martin, Ryan Mauer,
Emily McCall, Wyatt Mendolia,
Caitlyn Meyers, Kayla Mohabir,
Nicholas Mongold, Matthew Mui,
Thomas Mui, Christopher Murphy,
Daniel Murphy, Kayla Murray, Sofia
Murray, Jacob Ocana, Joslyn Odim,
Mizuki Parker, Hanna Pearce,
Samuel Perone, Shawn Poliseo, Zoe
Psathas, Meredith Reilly, Madeline
Richter, Audrey Ricks, Fabian Roman Gaud, Sophia Seith, Sophia
Shapiro, Asher Silva, Emily Skara,

Angel Skolar, Hannah Spieler, Jack
Sponheimer, Jada Sripada, Isabella
Stepien, Saanvi Suresh, Cooper
Tamase, North Thurman, Angelina
Valente, Isaiah Williams, Jia Xue,
Riley Yau, Torre Zullo

Grade 6 Regular Honor
Roll
Grace Abadir, Christopher Abate,
Ethan Afir, Araoluwa Akinwunmi,
Brandon Au, Christian Bates, Samuel
Beirne, Juliette Besson, Lily Bishop,
Arianna
Blake,
AvaGrace
Bozetarnik, Ella Butters, David
Camba, Nicholas Cammarano,
Michael Cantwell, Adriana Cardinal, Olivia Castucci, Antonio Cerchio
Saggese, Jenna Cerchio, Emma
Chan, Varun Chauhan, Linxiang
Chen, Isabella Cocca, Carolina
Conklin, Raya Crisafulli, Savanna
Diana, Isabella DiFiore, Carina
DiLollo, Elisabeth Dolowy, Juliana
Doran, Ysabella Fernandez, Jake
Fezza, Lydia Flagg, Dylan Fountain,
Victoria Gain, Max Gal, Braedan
Galway, Lindsay Gold, Maria
Gonzalez, Vania Gonzalez, Luke
Hahn, Christopher Harris, Evan
Hayeck, Maggie Hayes, Shane
Hickey, Tristan Huber, Adelie
Hunsaker, Olivia Hunsinger, Lily
Kalafat, Grayson Kelly, Louis Kelly,
Aditya Khandelwal, Paul KoleEmmanuel, Annabel Koseoglu, Ryan
Lahetta, James Lama, Thomas
Levine, Jackson Lorenzetti, Ava
Martini, Anaya Mateo, Krish Mathur,
Grayce Mattos, Joshua Matty, Jackson Mazzola, Samantha Mingoia,
Lucas Mirzwa, Lorelei Morrison,
Emily Nguyen, Goro Obara, Nicole
Papadakis, Frederick Parchman,
Luca Passucci, Evan Phillips, Christopher Plenca, Kalli Preston, Sean
Price, Victoria Prizgar, Bakhtawar
Qamar, Gabriella Quiceno, Ryan
Ricci, Isabella Rocha, Hannah
Rosenthal, Timothy Ryder, Andrew
Saccento, Sonya Shah, Andrew
Sicinski, Gianna Silva, Shreya Singh,
Tristan Sirmans, Phillip Snair, Benjamin Thomas, Rocco Trainor, Taylor Tsin, David Tsvayberg, Samuel
Valera, Xavier Vega, Gianna WalkerTalbot, Ryan Watt, Meredith White,
Erik Widhiatmodjo, Logan
Williamson, Tiffany Yang, Sophia
Zambrio, Maria Zelener, Luke
Zimmerman, Thomas Zimmerman

EXPERT MATH TUTOR
Personalized coaching in all H.S.
math subjects incl. AP calculus
Highly experienced,
Great results

Call Mel 732-603-9521

KIND KIDS...Franklin School second graders created themed baskets for
Westfield’s first responders and other public service providers as part of gradelevel kindness activities.

Spreading Kindness in
Westfield Public Schools
WESTFIELD — On any given day
throughout the school year, in any of
the 10 schools in the Westfield Public
School District, there are coat drives
and food drives and collections of
everyday items for communities in
need. There are Two Lunch Thursdays and Extra Lunch Wednesdays
where students bring an extra lunch
and meet to make sandwiches, donating the lunches and sandwiches to
food pantries and homeless shelters.
There are dance-a-thons and math-athons and many other initiatives to
raise money for pediatric cancer research and other charitable causes.
And whether observing Kindness
Month or taking The Great Kindness
Challenge or encouraging Random
Acts of Kindness, there’s a common
theme taking place this month and
last across the district.
“You are ambassadors of kindness
and respect,” said Wilson Principal
Joseph Malanga at the closing ceremony for the Month of Hope on
February 1, when, as part of a full
assembly agenda, he recognized 20
students he had quietly observed doing something kind. Each week during
the Month of Hope in January, Wilson
students, parents and staff focused on
a particular need, collecting gently
used sports equipments one week, nonperishable food items another, making
sandwiches for St. Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth, gathering pet
food and treats for abandoned animals
at the Linden Animal Shelter, and raising $11,696 for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.
Fourth graders in Branice Moore’s
class at McKinley were Soup-er Bowl
champions, collecting 388 non-perishable food items while the entire
school community collected 3,465
food items – on average 10 items per
student – for a local food pantry.
“McKinley loves participating in
this food drive because we get to help
others,” said principal Marc Biunno.
Jefferson School kicked off The
Great Kindness Challenge with an
assembly focusing on the 6 Pillars of
Character – trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, fairness, caring, and
citizenship. At Franklin School, which
has participated in the kindness challenge for the past several years, second graders created themed baskets
for Westfield’s first responders and
other public service providers as part
of grade level kindness activities.

Tamaques teachers are conducting
individual lessons on kindness as the
school prepares to kick off its 2019
Reading Marathon this month, having raised $17,046 last year for families in need. Washington School and
others are celebrating the 100th day
of school by partnering with volunteers at “Connect for Community,” a
program created to demonstrate to
children what 100 cents can buy.
“The basic premise of the program
is asking each child to bring in one
personal hygiene product that we use
every day,” said Washington Principal Andrew Perry. “Many of these
items, such as soap, toothpaste, deodorant, dishwashing liquid and toilet paper, are not covered by government assistance programs yet are necessities in life.”
The Good Vibes Tribe at Edison
Intermediate School recently made
1,000 origami peace cranes for
Children’s Specialized Hospital, while
visitors to Roosevelt Intermediate
School were greeted by a large bulletin board declaring such Random Acts
of Kindness as “invite someone new to
sit at your lunch table,” “give a classmate a pencil or pen,” and “let someone go ahead of you in line.” Members
of the RIS Looming our Love (LOL)
Club met to loom and knit caps for
babies and adults in cancer units at
Valley Hospital in Ridgewood.
“The club made a goal to donate
200 hats this year and we’ve already
made over 120,” said LOL Club advisor Carine Helwig in mid-January.
The Community Service Club,
Baking a Difference, Operation Smile
and other service-oriented clubs at
Westfield High School raise money
and awareness year-round.
“It is impossible to name every community service effort, every act of kindness, every demonstration of good
character taking place in our schools,”
said Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D. “We are truly fortunate to have
students, parents, and staff who believe strongly in making a difference.”
In March, Westfield Public Schools
will observe its 2nd Annual Community Service Day, a district-wide coordinated effort organized by school Parent Teacher Organizations (PTOs)
where families take part in planned
activities in support of homeless shelters, fighting hunger campaigns, senior
citizens, rescue animal organizations
and others in need of charitable help.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Eligible

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Page 16

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, February 21, 2019

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, February 6, Howard
Starkes, Jr., 55, of Plainfield was arrested at the Somerset County jail on
several outstanding confirmed warrants. The warrants included a
Westfield traffic warrant, in the
amount of $839; a Westfield criminal
warrant, in the amount of $500; a
Mount Olive criminal warrant, in the
amount of $1,000, and a Piscataway
criminal warrant, in the amount of
$500. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and held in
lieu of bail.
Sunday, February 10, Nikita
Hemans, 20, of Orange was arrested
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
under 50 grams (marijuana) pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on Springfield
Avenue. She was transported to police headquarters, where she was processed and released on a summons
with a municipal court date of February 26.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, February 12, a resident of
Flanders Avenue reported that their
motor vehicle was burglarized overnight. The resident observed a tall
black male enter the vehicle and then
flee the area. Officers were unable to
locate the suspect. The matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, February 13, a resident of Mountain Avenue reported an
incident of fraud. Someone opened a
cellular account in the victim’s name.
The matter is under investigation.
Wednesday, February 13, a resident of Martine Avenue reported that
their motor vehicle was the target of
criminal mischief that occurred during the overnight hours.
Friday, February 15, Dallas K.
Stokes, 20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with theft following a police investigation. Stokes was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Saturday, February 16, a resident
of Inverness Drive reported an incident of criminal mischief. The home
had been hit with numerous eggs the
night prior, which caused damage to
the siding. The matter is under investigation.
Saturday, February 16, Andre L.
Davis, 32, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with unlawful possession of a firearm and terroristic threats
during a disturbance at a home on
Richmond Street. Davis was transported to police headquarters, processed and transported to the Union
County jail.
Sunday, February 17, Miguel A.
Perez-Monterrosa, 30, of Dunellen
was arrested during a motor vehicle
stop and charged with driving under
the influence. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
Sunday, February 17, David T.
Drake, 26, of Newark was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop and
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia. He was transported to police headquarters and processed.
FANWOOD
Wednesday, February 13, an officer arrested an individual in Paterson on an outstanding fraud warrant
issued in Fanwood. The individual
was processed and turned over to the
Union County Corrections Department in Elizabeth pending his court
hearing. He was identified as Miguel
Ortiz, 20, of Paterson.
Thursday, February 14, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and 4th Street for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver

showed an active warrant out of
Plainfield. The driver was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.
He was identified as Ruben MorelCabrera, 35, of Plainfield.
Friday, February 15, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at East 2nd
Street and Terrill Road for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of
Bloomfield. The driver was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.
He was identified as Jamil Abdallah,
56, of Bloomfield.
Saturday, February 16, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at North
Martine and Pleasant Avenues for a
motor vehicle violation. A check of
the passenger showed active warrants
out of Watchung and Clark. The passenger was arrested, processed and
turned over to the Watchung Police
Department. He was identified as Kyle
Harvin, 42, of Westfield.
CRANFORD
Tuesday, February 5, Deshawn
Claiborne, 26, of East Orange was
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop at
Lincoln Avenue East and Meeker
Street for not signaling a turn.
Claiborne was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for failing
to signal a turn and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Friday, February 8, Dale Tapps, Jr.,
28, of Edgewater Park was arrested
and charged with possession of prescription legend drugs, possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop on
Yarmouth Road near Munsee Drive
for suspicious activity. Following an
investigation at the scene, Tapps was
arrested for suspected Hydrocodone
and marijuana found in his posses-

Counselor to Speak About
Mood Disorders, Drug Abuse

WESTFIELD — Michael Miller,
Rotary Club of Westfield Community Service Grants chairperson,
has announced that Rotary grant
applications are now being accepted for consideration.
Non-profit organizations may receive a copy of the official application directly from the Rotary website
at westfieldrotary.com/, by emailing
info@westfieldrotary.com or by calling Mr. Miller at (908) 518-5404.
To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organizations must complete and submit the
official grant application before the
Monday, April 15 deadline. The Rotary Club, in accordance with its
goal of community service, is most
interested in providing grants for
programs that directly serve people
in the community.
As part of the decision process,
the Grants Committee reviews the
simple one-page application form to
receive a clear understanding of the
way in which the funds are used.

Coles ‘Souper Bowl’
Donates to Pantry

GIFT OF HOPE...The Wilson Elementary School community in Westfield raised
$11,696 for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital during the school’s “Month of
Hope” in January. Pictured with Wilson first-grade teacher Marie Morris are two
of her students, Jonah Diamant and Devlin Rowan.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE 2019-02
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, CHAPTER 306 PARKS AND RECREATION, ARTICLE III:
COMMUNITY POOLS, SECTION 306-10 POOL MEMBERSHIP FEES.
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford has identified
increased costs associated with operating and maintaining the Township’s community
pool and such increase in operations shall be reflected in an increase in Pool Membership
Fees as described herein in Section 306-10 of the Township Code; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford as follows:
Chapter 306 PARKS AND RECREATION:
Article III: Community Pools
Section 306-10 Pool Membership Fees.
is hereby amended as follows:
A. Summer pool fees shall be as follows:
(1) Residents:
(a) Individual:
(b) Two Adults:
(c) Adult and Child:
(d) Two Adults and Child:
(e) Adult and two or more children:
(f) Two adults and two or more children:
(g) Additional child-care provider:
(h) Senior Citizen (age 65):
(i) Senior citizen and spouse:

$255
$305
$305
$330
$330
$355
$180
$65
$215

$260
$310
$310
$340
$340
$365
$185
$70
$220

(2) Nonresidents:
(a) Individual:
(b) Two adults:
(c) Adult and Child:
(d) Two adults and child:
(e) Adult and two or more children:
(f) Two adults and two or more children:
(g) Additional child-care provider (for adult or child):
(h) Senior citizen (age 65):
(i) Senior citizen and spouse:

$435
$560
$560
$585
$585
$635
$280
$240
$415

$445
$570
$570
$595
$595
$645
$285
$245
$425

(3) .……
(4) …….
B. Winter Pool Fees……….
(1)…(4)…..
C. Annual pool fees shall be as follows:
(1) Residents:
(a) Individual:
$460 $470
(b) Two Adults (same address):
$560 $570
(c) One adult and one child:
$560 $570
(d) Two adults and one child:
$585 $600
(e) One adult and two or more children:
$585 $600
(f) Two adults and two or more children:
$635 $650
(g) Additional child care provider (for adult or child): $230 $235
(h) Senior Citizen (age 65):
$165 $175
(i) Senior Citizen and spouse:
$390 $400
(2) Nonresidents:
(a) Individuals:
$660 $675
(b) Two adults (same address):
$890 $905
(c) One adult and one child:
$890 $905
(d) Two adults and one child:
$915 $930
(e) One adult and two or more children:
$915 $930
(f) Two adults and two or more children:
$940 $955
(g) Additional child care provider (for adult or child): $385 $390
(h) Senior Citizen (age 65):
$465 $470
(i) Senior Citizen and spouse:
$740 $750
(3) …….
(4) …….
D. ……....
E. ………
F. ………
G. ………
H. ………
EXPLANATION – Matter struck through thus in the above Ordinance is not
enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. Matter underlined thus is new
matter.
NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced and approved on first reading at a meeting of
the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, February
19, 2019 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held
at the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, March
5, 2019 at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as this matter can be reached. All persons
interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of Ordinance 2019-02 are available in the office of the Township Clerk, Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, during the hours of 8
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $161.16

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Accredited by the American Montessori Society
with non-traditional Montessori age groupings

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses
March 7
9:30 a.m.
Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue
908-233-7447

March 12
9:30 a.m.
Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road
908-322-4652

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

www.christopheracademy.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SCOTCH PLAINS — J.A. Coles
Elementary School students in Scotch
Plains shared their own Super Bowl
excitement by participating in their annual “Soup-er Bowl”. Each year this
PTA-sponsored event is a big “win” for
our students and local food pantries.
Bins decorated with the two Super
Bowl teams are placed in the main
lobby of school for two weeks. Students “choose’ which team they think
will win the actual Super Bowl by
placing donated canned food into the
team of choice.
The big winner of the Coles “Souper Bowl” was the Rams collecting
140 canned goods! In total students
donated 187 cans of food, which will
be donated a local pantry to help our
neighbors in need.
The Coles Kids Care program, sponsored by the JA Coles PTA, continues
to give back to those in need in our
community throughout the school year!

AREA — The Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA) will
feature Kimberlee Karpack at its next
monthly meeting on Wednesday
evening, February 27. Ms. Karpack
works with children, adolescents and
adults with issues ranging from mood
disorders to personality disorders,
psychiatric issues, substance abuse,
depression, anxiety, relationship issues and grief work.
A Licensed Professional Counselor and Licensed Clinical Alcohol
and Drug Counselor, Ms. Karpack
has worked in the field since 1994,
in private practice. She has worked
at both St. Clare’s Hospital in
Boonton in the Alcohol, Chemical
Dependency and Outpatient Dually
Diagnosed Programs as well as with
Sunrise House Foundation in the
Adult and Adolescent Substance
Abuse Programs. Her practice is in
Mountain Lakes.
Her talk will be entitled “Identifying Relapse Triggers and Establishing Coping Strategies.” Ms.
Karpack will take questions from
the audience on this topic as well as
on all subjects.
These educational meetings of the
DBSA take place at the facilities of
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000040
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12253-17
Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, FOR THE
WAMU MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-AR10
VS.
Defendant: TIMOTHY J. SCHETELICH AND
LAURA E. SCHETELICH, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/05/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Seventy-Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty
and 10/100*** $677,730.10.
The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 2426 HILL ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax Lot No. 4, in Block No. 7703.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.233.
Nearest Cross Street: MARLBORO ROAD.
BEGINNING AT A POINT marked by an iron
pipe found in the southeasterly sideline of Hill
Road, said point being 254.60 feet in a northeasterly direction from a point of curve in the southeasterly sideline of Hill Road, said curve leading
into the northerly sideline of Marlboro Road:
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $5,215.00.
Sewer Open with Penalty: $522.24.
TOTAL AS OF November 29, 2018: $5,737.24.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Ninety-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-Seven and 13/100***
$699,987.13 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 02/07, 02/14, 02/21
& 02/28/19
Fee: $189.72

the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, located at 21 Normandy
Heights Road (about one block east
of the Morris Museum) in
Morristown. Doors open at 7:30
p.m. The public is invited; a nominal donation is requested from nonmembers if possible. Free literature
is available to all attendees and there
is an extensive lending library of
educational CDs, audiotapes, DVDs
and videotapes, also free. In case of
hazardous weather, call (973) 9941143 after 6 p.m. for cancellation
information.
In addition to the lecture series,
peer group support sessions led by
experienced facilitators are held every Tuesday evening of the month,
also using the facilities of the
Morristown Unitarian Fellowship
in Morristown, at 7:30 p.m. Separate groups for young adults are
held every Tuesday evening and
separate groups for friends and family are offered periodically. All are
always welcome.
To learn more about the support
group and to view links to other
sources of helpful information, visit
the website of the Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance/Morristown
Area at dbsanewjersey.org/
morristownarea. For further local information, call (973) 994-1143.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000087
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-023773-17
Plaintiff: CHRISTIANA TRUST A DIVISION
OF WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,
FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM
MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST
VS.
Defendant: BRUCE M. MORAN; DANIELLE
H. MORAN; WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR IRWIN HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST 2007-1
Sale Date: 03/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 11/27/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand One Hundred Six and 30/
100*** $456,106.30.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED [N:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 2338
Redwood Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.
TAX LOT # 16, BLOCK # 6901.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.315 AC.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Muir Terrace.
*
Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and
sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Seventy-Four
Thousand Two Hundred Thirty and 76/100***
$474,230.76 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 810-5815
4 T - 02/14, 02/21, 02/28
& 03/07/19
Fee: $177.48

sion. He was processed and provided
with a state Superior Court appearance date.
Saturday, February 9, Deja
Johnson, 22, of Linden was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue East
and Centennial Avenue for erratic
driving. Johnson was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, she was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
careless driving, failure to maintain
her lane and no valid insurance card
in her possession.
Saturday, February 9, Shavar Ward,
32, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of prescription legend drugs after police responded to Hayes Street on a call
regarding a disabled motor vehicle.
Following an investigation at the
scene, Ward was arrested after police
found suspected Percocet inside the
vehicle. Ward was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date.
Monday, February 11, Kendall
Wozniak, 18, of Matawan was arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue East for unclear plates.
Wozniak was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, she was issued motor vehicle summonses for unclear
plates and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Tuesday, February 12, Taylor Harris, 23, of Fords was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia following
a motor vehicle stop at Raritan Road
and Coleman Avenue for an inoperable headlamp. Harris was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, she was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
maintenance of lamps, tinted windows and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.

Westfield Rotary Club
Seeks Grant Applicants

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000142
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011877-10
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN
INTERTEST TO WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR BANK OF
AMERICA FUNDING CORPORATION MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-H
VS.
Defendant: ROBERTO SIA; FELICITAS L. SIA,
H/W
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/22/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twelve Thousand Two Hundred Seventeen and
29/100*** $812,217.29.
The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as 39 Carol Road, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.
Tax Lot No. 26, Block 1904.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 100 feet
by 120 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Sunset Avenue.
Total Upset: ***Eight Hundred Forty-One Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Six and 19/100***
$841,376.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19
Fee: $169.32

Grants will not be awarded for capital improvements or operating funds.
Rotary is a community service
organization comprised of business
and professional men and women
who live or work in the Westfield
area. The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday, at 12:15 p.m.,
for lunch at the Westfield Area Y.
Prospective members and guests
are welcome to join members at
any of the club’s weekly meetings.
For additional information, email
info@westfieldrotary.com/ or visit
the website at westfieldrotary.com/
.

Hist. Soc. to Look
At Elizabeth Library

CRANFORD — The Union County
Historical Society will feature a program at its next meeting entitled “History Lives at the Elizabeth Public
Library.” It will take place on Sunday,
March 3, at 2 p.m., at the Hanson
House. The Hanson House is located
at 38 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
Aimee Fernandez-Puente, supervisor of the Local History and Special Collections Department at the
library, will be the guest speaker. She
will describe and explain the scope
and content of the collection and how
it is available to those researching
Elizabeth and Union County history.
All are invited.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000215
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-046272-14
Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY
VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. FUSCO, AND UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 04/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Eight Thousand Ninety-Six and 49/100***
$388,096.49.
The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Mountainside.
In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.
Premises commonly known as: 222 Central
Avenue.
Block: 5.20 (f/k/a 5.T), Lot: 62.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 000.973
AC
Nearest Cross Street: Poplar Avenue.
Subject to: Taxes current as of 3/30/2018.
Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities,
liens and interest since 3/30/2018
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifteen Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Nine and 34/100***
$415,629.34 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19
Fee: $167.28
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Westfield Education Fund to
Screen Documentary Feb. 27

CARE PACKAGE...Members of the Looming our Love (LOL) Club at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield meet to loom and knit caps for babies and adults
in hospital cancer units.

SPFHS Repertory Theatre
Presents Mamma Mia!
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Repertory Theatre has announced it
will present this year’s production of
the Broadway hit musical Mamma Mia!
This jukebox musical is told through
the effervescent and enchanting music
of ABBA. It has become a theatrical
phenomenon, with audiences around
the world dancing in their seats.
Performances will be held at SPFHS,
located at 667 Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains, on Friday, March 8, Saturday,
March 9, Thursday, March 14, Friday,
March 15, and Saturday, March 16 at
7:30 p.m. There will also be a matinee
on Sunday, March 10 at 2 p.m.
The story takes place on a small
Greek island where Sophie dreams of
a perfect wedding — walking down
the aisle with her father by her side.
But how can that happen if the brideto-be doesn’t even know who her
father is? Upon sneaking a peek in her
mother’s diary from the 70’s, Sophie
discovers three paternal possibilities:
Sam, Bill, and Harry. She is so convinced that she’ll know who her true
father is when she sees him, she secretly invites all three to the wedding.
Yet when the trio arrives, the only
thing clear is that finding her dad is
going to be far more of a challenge
than she could have imagined!
Her mother, Donna, is a fiercely
independent hotelier up to her ears in
both debt and last-minute details as
she preps for her daughter’s big day.
She has no idea what her determined
daughter has in store for them both.
Donna’s dearest friends, Rosie and
Tanya, are also on the guest list. When
they arrive on the island, they bring
fond memories of their days together
singing in a group called Donna and
the Dynamos. A hilarious reunion en-

sues; but when the spot light fades,
Donna is left to face the pieces of the
past she’s tried to forget over the last
two decades. Meanwhile, Sophie is
so caught up in finding her dad she
that she doesn’t realize she is losing
her fiancé, Sky. Who will escort
Sophie to the altar and who will be
there to say, “I do?”
This production of Mamma Mia!
involves over 100 students, including
the crew and live pit orchestra. The cast
are under the masterful direction of
Morgan Knight (Director) and JanAllen
(Musical Director, Producer). When
asked about the upcoming shows, Mr.
Knight replied, “We proudly invite the
community to join our incredible student performers as they bring the music
of ABBA to life on the SPFHS stage. A
community production for all ages,
Mamma Mia! is an event you and your
family won’t want to miss. Join us for an
evening of music, dance, celebration,
and platform shoes!”
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, through the Open Space
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, and Chairman Grenados’s
2018 Moving Union County ForwardUnion County Plant a Seed Initiative
selected the SPFHS Repertory Theatre
to receive a grant for this year’s production. Their generosity and support
helped to make this show possible.
Tickets are now on sale for Mamma
Mia!
at
https://
mammamiaspfhs.brownpapertickets.com
and are $13 for students and senior
citizens, $15 for adults. All tickets for
the performance on Thursday, March
14 are only $10. Senior citizens with
“Gold Cards” may contact Kathleen
Sheehy at ksheehy405@gmail.com
to make arrangements for discounted
tickets.

NJFO Presents Tosca
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The role of the menacing police
chief Scarpia, determined to possess
Tosca and thwart Cavaradossi, is performed by Todd Thomas. Recognized
by opera companies and critics alike
as one of the true baritones gracing
stages today, Mr. Thomas recently
made his Opera Shanghai debut in the
title role in Wagner’s Der fliegende
Holländer, and returned to Opera
Omaha as Tonio/Alvio in I Pagliacci/
Cavalleria Rusticana. Other recent
engagements have included returns to
Lyric Opera of Chicago as Monterone
in Rigoletto, the title role of Verdi’s
Falstaff and Sharpless in Madama
Butterfly with Manitoba Opera.
“We are thrilled to be joined by these
fabulous singers,” continued Maestro
Wroe. “Each of them is a star who has
already graced the stages of concert
halls and opera houses across the world.
With their outstanding technique and
artistic interpretation of this, Puccini’s
most poignant work, I predict that there
will not be a dry eye in the house!”
Sung in Italian with English
supertitles, Tosca will be brought to life

with costumes, sophisticated staging
and colorful design by Stage Director
Maria Todaro. A versatile artist and art
entrepreneur, Ms. Todaro is an established and recognized stage director,
stunt artist, writer and conductor.
A free pre-concert lecture will be
presented at 6 p.m. prior to the performance by Michael Rosin. Mr. Rosin’s
discussions are an engaging way to
learn about Puccini’s magnificent opera and the music makers on offer.
Tosca, The Joseph T. DeAlessandro
Memorial Opera Concert, is presented in
partnership with Ray Catena of Union
and has been made possible through additionalgeneroussupportofMartyJeiven,
the NJ State Council on the Arts and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.
Tosca will be presented on February 23 at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield and on February 24, at 3
p.m., at Drew University in Madison.
Tickets for both concerts ($30-$76,
students under 18 $15) are available
online at www.njfestivalorchestra.org
or by calling (908) 232-9400.

Michael Rosin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRANSCENDENT...On Saturday, February 9, Saint Paul’s presented its next
musical chapter, in a concert titled Transcendence, produced by St. Paul’s new
music director, Mark Hyczko.

WESTFIELD — On Wednesday,
February 27, Westfield Education
Fund (WEF), a non-profit that aims
to be a driver for innovation in the
Westfield Public Schools, is hosting a
film screening of the compelling documentary “Most Likely to Succeed.”
Directed by acclaimed documentarian Greg Whiteley, the film has been
an official selection of two dozen of
the world’s top film festivals, including Sundance, Tribeca, and AFI
DOCS. The film highlights an innovative school in California where students are engaged in meaningful
project-based learning and are developing skills essential for success in
the 21st century, such as critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration
and communication. It also raises
questions about the purpose of education and may challenge assumptions that some parents hold about
what is most important in education.
(View the trailer at https://
teddintersmith.com/mltsfilm/.)
The film was developed to stimulate community discussion about education, and WEF hopes that this event
sparks dialogue about the purpose of
school and how our community can
be a leader in innovative learning
approaches. A goal of the event is to
give the audience new ideas about
what meaningful and engaging student learning can look like and to
cultivate an interest in bringing more
of these opportunities to the children
in our community. Hopefully, educators who attend the event will also
feel inspired to experiment with new
instructional practices in their classrooms.
After the screening, a panel discussion featuring some of Westfield’s
innovative educators will be moderated by Mayor Shelley Brindle. Panelists include Matt Bolton, Ed.D.,
principal of Edison Intermediate
School; Laura Doyle, engineering and

design teacher at Westfield High
School; Mary Montes, 1st grade
teacher at Tamaques Elementary
School and 2018 Westfield Teacher
of the Year, and Brian Baldwin, ph.d.,
professor of science education, NJ
Center for Science, Technology, and
Mathematics at Kean University. Panelists will react to the film, share
innovative practices and programs
being implemented in their schools,
and reflect on what ideas from the
film have relevance for Westfield.
The documentary screening and
panel will take place at Edison Intermediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, at 7:30
p.m. and doors will open at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased
at https://westfieldedfund.org/film.
WEF would like to acknowledge the
generous contributions of its sponsors, including the JCC of Central
New Jersey and RBC Wealth Management, which have made this event
possible.
About Westfield Education Fund
(WEF): Through this event, WEF
hopes to raise awareness about the
organization and invigorate the community around its purpose. WEF is
run by a board of directors comprised of Westfield parent volunteers and was established in 1991 by
community members, in partnership
with the school district and board of
education. It supports innovative
projects that strengthen and enrich
students’ academic experience but
fall beyond the school district budget. Most of the district’s budget is
allocated to critical fixed costs such
as salaries, transportation, supplies
and maintenance. Discretionary
spending is limited and little remains
to support innovation. WEF fills this
critical gap.
Additional information about WEF
is
available
at
www.westfieldedfund.org.

Transcendence Marks A New
Era for St. Paul’s
By MICHAEL ROSIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Saturday, February 9, Saint Paul’s confidently presented
its next musical chapter, which also ushered in an entirely new era for the church.
In a concert titled “Transcendence,” Mark
Hyczko, St. Paul’s new music director,
produced a program that attempted to
“reframe classical music.” It is a part of
the new Steeple Concert Series at St.
Paul’s, an initiative supported (in part) by
the time-honored Friends of Musicat St.
Paul’s Westfield, but vastly different from
the type of concerts the patron group has
supported over the years. Resolved in its
traditional repertoire, St. Paul’s legendary Spring Concerts have historically provided high quality performances of the
great choral masterworks. Charles Banks,
the music director of St. Paul’s for over
30 years, retired last year, presenting his
final concert in May. During his threedecade tenure at the Episcopal parish,
one can discover that he programmed
many eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and twentieth-century standards for chorus, soloists (vocal and organ) and orchestra. The
Spring Concert series has never known a
different director—as Charles Banks has
presented all 32 of them (25 of them made
possible by the Friends of Music since its
founding in 1993).
Mr. Hyczko had big shoes to fill when
he succeeded Mr. Banks in October 2018.
In addition to the multifaceted musicianship, there is the unique challenge of
maintaining the fine art tradition at the
church, while initiating a whole new identity and approach to program; and I do
believe Mr. Hyczko delivered brilliantly.
The program of “Transcendence” was
comprised entirely of music from a whole
new generation, yet still “serious” classical music and still very much accessible.
Written centuries after the music that the
St. Paul’s concert series is accustomed to
(including a twenty-first century piece
and another work of a living composer),
the music is from a modern sphere known
as “minimalism;” more specifically “holy
minimalism” (a term which is sometimes
considered pejorative, as Mr. Hyczko
astutely recognized). What qualifies this
subgenre are the sacred connections and
inspirations from older forms and practices. The first piece on the program (the
North American premiere) was
Mahashakti by John Tavener. Deeply
connected in impetus and inspiration was
the last piece on the program, called
Tabula Rasa by the most famous composer of said genre, Arvo Pärt. Both
Tavener and Pärt experienced deep comfort when they discovered the Orthodox
Christian faith, and thus dedicated their
music to such faith. The practice of order
and symmetry, akin to Religious chant
and Baroque practices, is abound in their
music. Just as the Baroque masterpieces
were conceived with gothic sanctuary
acoustics in mind, so too were the works
on this concert. It presents a marvelous
next installment for St. Paul’s concert
series, as it is still music of the church, of
reverence—of faith. Similarly, Henryk
Górecki’s Harpsichord Concertowas, the
middle work performed. The harpsichord,
considered practically defunct in the late
1700s, found a revival during the late

twentieth- / early twenty-first-century.
This classic three-movement form, with
string orchestra accompaniment, was a
baroque standard and Górecki’s homage
is an organic evolution from the early
days of St. Paul’s Spring concerts (The
classic Bach Harpsichord Concertos No. 1 in D minor and No. 5 in F minor,
performed in 1992 and 1997, respectively).
Mr. Hyczko and the St. Paul’s music
ministry could have attempted the currently trendy and uninspired “quick-fix”
approach that seems to be popular today:
programming fusion concerts of pop and
classical music, or incorporating extramusical elements (electronics and other
media) in an attempt to reach a new age
bracket. The musical heritage at St. Paul’s
is far too sacred (no pun intended) and
artistic, and Mr. Hyczko is aware of that.
His “reframing classical music” idea
comes from his work with the performing
orchestra, the New Brunswick Chamber
Orchestra. A group he has directed and
conducted since 2012, Mr. Hyczko has
committed much of their work to performing the masterpieces of tomorrow
and music by living composers.
Mr. Hyczko’s approachable tone,
spending ample time to talk to the audience casually about the music, was a
refreshing concert perk. Although this
concert as a whole exposes a culture that
the St. Paul’s audiences may need more
time to properly digest (minimalist works
typically go without applause for almost
a minute after they’re finished), it is safe
to say Mr. Hyczko, the NBCO, St. Paul’s
Music and their new Steeple Concert
Series, did indeed “transcend” the old era
and bring us into a new one, maintaining
the high-quality music, musicianship and
leadership that we’ve all come to expect
from concerts at St. Paul’s Westfield.
For more information, visit
www.steepleconcerts.org or the Parish
website at https://stpaulswestfield.org.

HELLO DOLLY...Cranford High School (CHS) Performing Arts Department
has announced it will present Hello, Dolly! on March 8 through March 10.

CHS to Present Broadway’s
Hello, Dolly! March 8-10
CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Performing Arts Department has announced it will
present Hello, Dolly! on March 8
through March 10. The musical
Hello, Dolly! first appeared on
Broadway in 1964 and has been revived four times, most recently in
2017 with Bette Midler. The original
production with Carol Channing won
10 Tony Awards, a record held for
decades. Hello, Dolly! with book by
Michael Stewart and lyrics and music by Jerry Herman, is based on
Thorton Wilder’s 1955 play The
Matchmaker.
The story follows the life of Dolly
Levi (Nora Sullivan) as she travels
to Yonkers, N.Y. in pursuit of finding
a match for the well-known half-amillionaire Horace Vandergelder
(Noah Wohlsen). Along the way, she
interacts with many other characters
including Horace’s employees,
Cornelius Hackl (Daniel Klimko) and
Barnaby Tucker (Max Wisnefski);
New York widow and hat shop owner,
Irene Molloy (Katrina Wischusen)
and her assistant Minnie Fay (Rose
Michetti); and young artist Ambrose
Kemper (Andrew Gordon), who is
interested in marrying Horace’s
niece, Ermengarde (Erin Blake).
Other notable roles include Ernestina

Money (Katie Manhardt), Rudolf
Reisenweber (Matthew Mallick),
Judge (Elizabeth Molfetto), and Mrs.
Rose (Melanie Gabel). The ensemble
of Hello, Dolly! consists of 33 students who add drama, singing and
excitement to each scene.
Hello, Dolly! will be performed in
the CHS auditorium on March 8, 9
and 10. The dress rehearsal on March
7 at 7:30 p.m. will be free admission
for senior citizens. The performances
on March 8 and 9 will be at 7:30 p.m.
with the matinee on March 10 at 2
p.m. Tickets can be ordered in advance online at chs.booktix.com for
$15, but they are also available at the
door. Student rush tickets will also
be available for $10 only at the door
for each performance with a valid
student ID. The Cranford Public
Schools permitted items policy will
be in effect for all three performances; large bags and purses will
not be allowed into the auditorium.
For additional information about
Hello, Dolly! at CHS, please contact
Elizabeth
Sheehan
(sheehan@cranfordschools.org) or
Erica
Morreale
(morreale@cranfordschools.org), or
call (908) 709-6272. “Put On Your
Sunday Clothes” and come see Hello,
Dolly! at CHS.

CDC Presents Mamma Mia!
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

In one fun number, “Gimme!
Gimme! Gimme!” Sophie and her
bridesmaid gal pals Ali (Cait
Crowley) and Lisa (Remi Presky)
have a ball.
Some of the best dancing of the
night (by choreographer Phil
Solomon) takes place at the end of
Act I in “Voulez-Vous” where the
whole company gets to break out.
Perhaps it’s the club atmosphere
with spectacular lighting by Nik
Marmo that provides abandon for
the actors. Whatever, they brought
it in that number in dancing like no
one is watching.
In the second act, the likely candidates of Sophie’s dad get a chance
in the spotlight. Sam (Michael
Dooley), Bill (James Lopez) and
Harry (Mark Smith), all with smooth
voices, get to sing to Donna or
Sophie in poignant or upbeat numbers.
A truly memorable song is “Does
Your Mother Know?” where Pepper (Zach Mazouat) comes on to
Tanya. Ms. Sblendorio belts out her
response to the young man in an
adorably provocative way. And by
the way, in that swimsuit and sarong
outfit, she looks like a true body
builder!
More ear-to-ear smiles are provided by Rosie and Bill in “Take a

Chance On Me.”
The most powerful number, vocally, is “The Winner Takes it All”
where Ms. Feiler pours out her heart.
Then her character’s song “Slipping Through My Fingers” offers
the most heartfelt moment in the
show as she helps her daughter get
ready for her wedding. Through that
song, we hear the emotions going
through Donna’s mind as her only
child is about to do something she
never did.
The encore bows are spectacular
especially because of the over-thetop costuming (by Zach Mazouat
and Cathy Cohane).
Music
Director
Howard
Whitmore has assembled a terrific
band of six, and four pit singers
who, along with a strong ensemble,
offer backup to the leads.
If the body language of the six
wildly enthusiastic high school girls
sitting in front of me on opening
night is any indication, this production is a hit. It’s a high energy, feel
good show with local celebrity guest
actors at certain performances.
Mamma Mia! runs through March
2, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
For tickets, call the theater at (908)
276-7611 or go to their website at
cdctheatre.org. CDC is located at 78
Winans Avenue, Cranford.

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com
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New Jersey Festival Orchestra
Presents Famous Puccini Opera
WESTFIELD — The year is 1800.
Rome. Europe is in a state of flux after
the French Revolution. A man has escaped from prison. A painter is in love.
The drama—where politics, religion,
love, jealously, violence, and revenge
all collide during one fateful 24-hour
period—unfolds in style from Puccini’s

toire,” said NJFO Music Director David
Wroe.
“Puccini’s powerful score with incredible arias, duets, ensembles and
choral scenes illuminates the tense
drama at every step, giving numerous
opportunities for both our orchestra
and our guest principals to shine,” he

Opera, both to rapturous reviews.
Lauded for his distinctive timbre and
magnetic stage presence, tenor Kirk
Dougherty makes his NJFO debut in
the role of revolutionary artist Mario
Cavaradossi. With a sound combining
clarity, strength and integrity, Mr.
Dougherty is one of the most exciting

HIGH ENERGY MUSICAL...Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of Mamma Mia! is “a high energy, feel good show with
local celebrity guest actors at certain performances.” The musical runs through March 2, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.

CDC’s Musical Mamma Mia!
Brings ABBA Songs to Life
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jenny Schuler

Kirk Dougherty

Todd Thomas

pen. Tosca, opera’s most tempestuous
thriller, comes alive in Westfield on
Saturday, February 23, at 7 p.m. as New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) and
award-winning soloists perform this
breathtaking masterpiece in its full glory.
“This year we wanted to go big and
famous once again with our annual
opera, so we chose Tosca, the quintessential Puccini thriller and one of the
most popular operas in the entire reper-

added.
Singing the title role of fiery prima
donna Floria Tosca is award-winning
soprano Jenny Schuler, who has earned
praise in recent seasons for her powerful vocalism and compelling stage artistry. Ms. Schuler recently joined Indiana University as a guest artist in the
title role of Ariadne auf Naxos, as well
as debuting the comic role of Berta in Il
Barbiere di Siviglia with Sugar Creek

voices entering the opera circuit today.
He recently performed the role of Duke
of Mantua in Rigoletto with Opera Las
Vegas, Edgardo in Lucia di
Lammermoor with Bob Jones University, Tamino in Die Zauberflöte with
Glacier Symphony as part of their Festival Amadeus and Pinkerton in
Madama Butterfly with Wichita Grand
Opera.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Join Us!

SUNDAY

OPEN HOUSE
at Lantern Hill

Get an inside look at
vibrant retirement living
in New Providence.
Come and tour our beautiful
campus and maintenance-

Sunday,
February 24, 2019
1:00 p.m.
535 Mountain Avenue
New Providence, NJ 07974

Call
1-800-208-1976

free homes. Experience
top-notch amenities and
discover dozens of exciting
clubs, classes, and activities.

for more information
and directions.

Bring Your Friends and Family!

13332283

This event will not include a formal
marketing presentation, but sales associates
will be on hand to answer your questions.

New Providence | LanternHillCommunity.com

CRANFORD -- There are moments in every musical that are
stand-outs. Either a striking visual
is a picture that creeps back into
one’s mind, or perhaps it’s the
melody of a certain song that replays like an ear worm days after
the live theatre experience is over.
Thanks to strong direction, terrific
casting and loads of talent, Cranford
Dramatic Club’s(CDC) production
of Mamma Mia! provides many of
those memorable moments.
The story line is simple: 20-yearold Sophie (Lindsay Maron) is getting married and has invited to her
wedding three men whom she suspects might be her father. Sophie

has read her mother’s diary, invited
these three strangers to the impending nuptials, unbeknown to mom.
All three show up, as do the two
female backup singers, who, long
ago, performed in Donna’s trio. The
whole show revolves around
Sophie’s search for truth, but along
the way, her mother Donna (Mandy
Feiler) finds out what she wants in
life.
Director Sean Eugene Lough
smartly has the lovely Sophie walk
down the aisle at the top of the show
singing, “I Have a Dream.” Her
crystal-clear, bell-like tones set the
mood of youthful longing for answers about her background. She
and her fiercely independent mother
live on a tiny Greek island and run

a cozy hotel, a great set by Marc
Chandler.
Donna’s friends Rosie (Donna
Farone) and Tanya (Michelle
Sblendorio) reminisce with Donna
and have plenty of fun singing,
“Money, Money, Money” and
“Dancing Queen.”
British playwright Catherine
Johnson took the popular songs of
ABBA, a 1970’s disco-era Swedish
pop group, and patchworked a story
around them. Sometimes it works,
sometimes it stretches our credulity. Who cares about plausibility
when it comes to weddings and
ABBA songs? There are fairy tale
moments that border on hokey, but
the energy is unstoppable.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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PRINGLE PULLS 9 RBs, ADDS 4 BLOCKS; TORETTA SINKS 18 POINTS, SPEER NETS 13 POINTS

Lady Cougar Cagers Awaken; Bite Bears in UCT OT, 64-58
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding themselves in a shocking 38-31 hole entering the
fourth quarter, the sixth-seeded
Cranford High School girls basketball team reached down
deeply in the fourth quarter to
knot the score in regulation then
came up with a number of big
plays in overtime to eliminate
the Brearley Bears, 64-58, in
the second round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford
on February 13. Seniors KC
Pringle, Lauren Williamson and

Ballyhoo

Olivia Speer appeared to take it
up another notch to set up the
majority of those key plays in
the fourth quarter and in overtime.
The Cougars did get a 14-9
jump on the 17-5 Bears in the
first quarter with the help of a
pair of 3-pointers from Speer,
who finished with 13 points, including two 3-pointers, and another from junior Gianna Toretta,
who would finish with a teamleading 18 points, which included
four 3-pointers and six free
throws. Micaela Etlinger, who led
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

all scorers with 28 points, scored
five of the Bears’ points in the
quarter. Etlinger would finish the
game with five 3-pointers.
But it was the second quarter
where the Cougars seemed to be
pushing it too hard driving to the
basket resulting in many missed
lay-ups. The Bears won the quarter 9-6 to trail the Cougars, 2018, at the half. On an assist from
Ellie Rokicki (6 points, 2 rebounds), Williamson (12 points,
3 assists, 3 steals, 4 rebounds)
sank her only 3-pointer of the
game in the quarter.
“I think we were getting a
little frantic looking at the
scoreboard. We wanted to make
sure we got our shots in but
that prevented us from scor-

l'ennemi du journaliste

ing,” Williamson explained.
The third quarter, however,
turned out to be a disaster for the
Cougars as the Bears sank the
first seven points to grab a 25-20
lead before a timeout was called
with 5:25 on the clock. The Cougars seemed rattled and the
Bears won the quarter 20-11 to
take a 38-31 lead into the fourth
quarter. Etlinger and Paige
Middleton held the big hands for
the Bears with 10 points and
seven points, respectively.
“Coach always tells us, ‘we had
runs, they have runs.’ They just
got lucky in the third quarter,
had the run but we cut it off to get
back in the end of the quarter
and the start of the fourth,” Speer
said.
“We just had to get it done. It
was sink or swim. We didn’t have

an option. We just had to put our
head down and work,” Pringle
added.
“We weren’t talking as much.
Once we started to communicate, we were able to get our
shots in, get our defense back
into the game,” Williamson said.
Middleton would also prove to
be a hazard under the boards
and finished with double digits in
rebounds.
As to her strategy handling
Middleton, Pringle explained, “Today I was just reminding myself
to box her out. That was my
biggest threat. My intent was to
box her out and let the ball hit the
ground if it needed to or just get
her out of the equation so our
team can get the rebound.”
Pringle, who had been effective
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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under the boards all game and
would finish with nine rebounds
and four blocked shots, also got
into the assists act in the fourth
quarter as did Speer and
Williamson, resulting in a 19-12
run to tie the score 50-50 to
force overtime. With assists from
Speer and Pringle, Toretta hit a
pair of 3-pointers and added three
free throws, the final two being
clutch at the end of the quarter
to tie the score. Elizabeth
McCaffery (10 points, 2 blocks, 2
steals, rebound) hit her first 3pointer and Williamson sank a
pair of free throws and a lay-up.
“Once we start working as a
team and really start cutting and
moving and seeing each other,
we get a lot more opportunities,
which really helps us out,” Pringle
said.
“I know that they started really
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heavily guarding me, so it was
obvious that Lauren was making
backdoor cuts and was wide open.
Me and Lauren love doing the
long passes. When she’s open, I
will give to her right away. It’s
not just me, it’s whoever makes
the best play. We were doing our
cuts, we were doing everything
possible. We wanted to win this
game and we needed to win this
game,” Speer expressed.
“I think it’s super important to
get assists because it builds our
offense,” Williamson added.
“We had some good quarters,
we had some bad quarters. That’s
how it goes sometimes. We didn’t
stop. We didn’t let it bring us
down. Our offense wasn’t there.
Our defense kept us in this game
and we kept working until our
shots fell. We didn’t give up,”
Speer expressed.
Free throws did come into play
in regulation as the Cougars sank
nine of 13, while the Bears fared
a little better at 11 of 13. But the

overtime period was even bigger
as the Cougars would go 8-for-8
from the line.
“Coach makes us shoot 75 to
100 foul shots every single practice, so I think that helps a lot.
Even in pressurized games, we
always make them,” Williamson
said.
The overtime period began with
McCaffery,
assisted
by
Williamson, sinking a 2-pointer.
Hannah Bondalo banged a 3pointer to put the Bears up by
one. Speer answered with a putback lay-up. Bear Tahijah Kelley
was fouled and sank the first of
her two free throws. When she
missed the second one,
Williamson grabbed the rebound,
was fouled and sank both.
Etlinger gave the Bears a 5756 lead with 2:21 remaining when
she was fouled while sinking a 2pointer and made the free throw.
Then Speer was fouled and made
both free throws to put the Cougars back on top.
“The crowd was there too. They

Sports, Humor and Commentary
long to Williamson, who assisted
McCaffery on a lay-up for a 6057 lead with 1:12 left.
“Whenever someone does one
good thing, you want to build up
on that. So if I get a steal then I
see Lauren get it and go up to Liz,
it’s exciting to see us capitalize
on every opportunity,” Pringle
explained.
Toretta followed with a pair of
free throws. After Brearley’s Sofia
Lospinoso missed the second of
her two free throws, Pringle
grabbed the rebound with 5.1
remaining and was quickly fouled.
Pringle sank both free throws to
seal the deal.
“It was helpful because we were
already up by four and it would
be a two possession game even
if I missed them both, so that
were ‘hepping’ us up. We were takes a little pressure off. Just to
really motivated by them and I send them home with that was a
thought like I need to nail these great way to end the game,”
Pringle said.
two,” Speer recalled.
Next, Pringle made a great steal Brearley
9 9 20 12 8 58
under the Bears’ board and fired Cranford
14 6 11 19 14 64

more photos next page
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Twp. Committee Not to Act
Until March on Sale of Lot
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee on Tuesday announced that any decisions about
the 83 Myrtle Street municipal
property sale will not be made
until the March governing body
meeting. The property development has been opposed by neighboring residents during the last
several workshop agenda meetings.
Resident
concerns
prompted Mayor Patrick Giblin
and the township committee to
re-examine the property’s relation to Cranford’s master plan
and the property’s relation to
Cranford’s affordable-housing requirements.
At Tuesday’s township committee meeting the governing body
unanimously approved an ordinance increasing Cranford’s public pool fees for adult membership packages and family membership packages. The membership fees will increase by $5 per
two adult members, stated
Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley. Families choosing to purchase seasonal memberships for a twoadult and two-children package
will pay a $10 total price increase, stated Ms. Dooley.
The membership increases
were prompted by the rise in the
minimum wage and the subsequent increased operational costs
associated with paying staff,
Commissioner Dooley stated.
Resident Barry O’Donovan,

owner of The Kilkenny House,
said he wanted to make the township committee aware of a proposed New Jersey legislative
measure which would greatly
“devalue” liquor licenses throughout the state while posing public
safety risks. Mr. O’Donovan
stated that the proposed measure would allow businesses with
a “hot plate” and an establishment “no less than 500 square
feet” to obtain a liquor license.
Mr. O’Donovan said when he
applied for a liquor license, businesses were required to have a
“kitchen which was 500 square
feet (in size),” let alone an entire
establishment totaling 500
square feet. The proposed legislation, he said, would price liquor
license fees at $1,500 to $10,000
a year.
He said the legislation would
not only have a negative economic impact on business owners who have purchased liquor
licenses at a premium, but tax
appeals associated with the businesses would decrease in assessed value, which he said would
hurt municipalities.
Mr. O’Donovan said licenses being issued in vast quantities would
increase alcohol consumption,
posing “safety risks.” He said
“Rave Nights,” where operators
could throw “high-risk” alcoholinfused parties with the operators making money, could become a common routine.
Mr. O’Donovan said because

his liquor license is a costly investment, the liability and responsibility the bar owner adheres to is much greater than a
business owner who has only
invested $1,500 for the new proposed licenses.
He asked the township committee to voice opposition and
directly oppose the legislative
measure.
Resident Jim Carvalho said the
planning board awarded no bid
contracts to the planning firm
Harbor Consultants. Mr. Carvalho
said Harbor Consultants was the
firm overseeing a “condemnation caper” involving the municipality condemning downtown
businesses through eminent domain. He stated that Commissioner Mary O’Connor, who sits
on the planning board, received
campaign contributions from Harbor Consultants. Without disclosing the contributions, he said Ms.
O’Connor, as a commissioner,
voted to award contracts to Harbor Consultants.
“In the most recent election
there was just one partisan race,”
Mr. Carvalho said.
He said Harbor Consultants
made campaign donations to a
“Democratic partisan” group
“working” to elect Commissioner
Tom Hannen, Jr.
Mr. Carvalho accused the
Democratic majority among the
township commissioners of engaging in “pay-to-play” after they
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

MORE HOUSING...At 115 Walnut Avenue in Cranford, a three-story, mixeduse development consisting of 24 residential apartments on the second and third
floors, and zoned for a restaurant on the ground level, is in the midst of being
built. It is being erected a block away from the train station and the mixed-use
development Riverfront at Cranford Station.

Parents Weigh in on Changes
In Cranford School District
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A proposal for
the “Reimagining” of the Cranford
school district was introduced at
the board of education (BOE)
meeting in October, and since
that time parents and other residents have exerted much energy
expressing their opinions.
At the time, plan one, referred
to as the “Reimagining” of the
Cranford school district, was put
forth by Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and
the Cranford BOE.

Demographer Ross Haber
looked at the district and created
a report considering various options to realize the goal of fullday kindergarten.
Three meetings were planned
for residents and parents to get
feedback and have questions answered. An overwhelming response from the community resulted in an additional 12 meetings with a variety of opportunities for community feedback and
the unveiling of nine additional
plans.
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Parents Weight in on CF School District Changes
While some parents, like Christine Grace, who says she is in
favor of plans one through nine,
believe that the BOE and the
superintendent have been “transparent” and “receptive” during
the meetings and “encouraging”
of feedback, other parents, such
as Chris Acosta, who is in favor of
plans 8, 9 and 10, find the presentations on the proposal to be
more of “a sales pitch.”
Parent Christine Bradley expressed frustration following her
attendance of the meetings and
noted she felt only one
“Reimagining” plan was really
explained, commenting, “I don’t
know anything about the other
plans.”
Ms. Bradley further commented
that she felt the meetings “pro-

CF Twp. Sale of Lot
awarded no bid contracts to Harbor Consultants. Mr. Hannen and
Ms. Dooley voted on applications
involving Harbor’s expertise as
planning board members.
Commissioner Hannen said he
wanted “to correct the record,”
stating that no money from the
local Democratic organization
was used to finance his most
recent campaign.
Resident and honorary member of the Cranford Police Department, Raymond K. Schwartz,
was recognized by the township
committee before Tuesday’s
meeting. Raymond recently lost
his life to a battle with brain
cancer. He was 15 years old and
a freshman at Cranford High
School.
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mote the pros of what a comprehensive middle school can do,”
and do not consider the cons.
While a number of parents are
resistant to plans that would allow for one comprehensive
middle school, Ms. Grace believes “having a traditional 6-8
middle school is most important.”
The issue of bussing is a bone
of contention for some parents,
like Mr. Acosta, who commented
to The Westfield Leader that bussing “goes against the neighborhood school environment” for
which Cranford is known for.
“The town is not made for bussing,” Ms. Bradley likewise commented, observing that with only
three main thoroughfares, in
town there are likely to be traffic
issues.
Mr. Acosta told The Westfield
Leader bussing “creates unnecessary movement,” and questioned whether or not the district
had consulted with the police
and fire department, to be certain the addition of busses was a
realistic possibility.
Superintendent Rubin and the
board have made it clear that if a
proposal is approved that calls
for additional bussing, a professional traffic engineer will be hired
and will work together with a
newly created Cranford Transportation Task Force to deal with
problems as they arise.
Not everyone is bothered by
the notion of bussing or other
inconveniences that may occur
due to the changes in the district.
Ms. Grace commented to The
Westfield Leader that even
though her daily routine may

change as a result of the proposal, “improving our school district brings benefits town-wide
for current and future generations of students.”
Ms. Grace expressed concern
over the district moving ahead
with full-day kindergarten prematurely.
At this time, 92 percent of districts in New Jersey have full-day
kindergarten and most likely the
state will eventually mandate that
all the districts have it.
“Are we shooting ourselves in
the foot?” she inquired, noting
that once legislation mandates
full-day kindergarten that the
district could be granted funding.
“Where is the educational
proof?” Ms. Grace further commented that full-day kindergarten is required.
Resident and former teacher in
the district, Jennifer Glackin, who
will have a child enter kindergarten in 2020, agrees that full-day
kindergarten makes for an “easier
transition” into first grade.
Ms. Glackin further commented
that she is “open” to plans that
allow for all students in grades 3
through 5 to be together, as she
sees benefits in the form of increased opportunities for teachers to meet, an easier time addressing early-intervention issues and the opportunity for “having more eyes on the kids.”
“In order to stay current,
Cranford has to change,” Ms.
Glackin commented to The
Westfield Leader, and added that
she hopes parents and residents
can “be open to new possibilities.”
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Council Exploring SharedService Agreements
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Councilman Marc Lazarow said the
borough council’s finance committee is exploring several
shared-services arrangements
with neighboring towns as the
2019 municipal budget takes
shape.
At last Thursday’s council
meeting, Mr. Lazarow said the
committee “has been looking at
opportunities to improve efficiencies while continuing to provide top-quality services,” and
has been “openly discussing”
shared-services agreements
with Cranford including a “better deal” between Garwood and
Cranford regarding the building
and permit and construction department.
He also reported that a similar
arrangement for municipal
courts is being discussed with
another, unnamed town.
Mr. Lazarow announced that
two special budget meetings,
which will be open to the public,
will be held on Tuesday, March
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12, at 7 p.m., and on Tuesday,
March 26, at 7 p.m.
In a related budget move, Police Chief James Wright is seeking an increase in the fees that
his department can charge utility companies to have a police
vehicle present during any utility-related road closures. He
noted that surrounding municipalities charge utility companies $100 per day in vehicle fees
for any road closures while
Garwood charges $50 per day.
The fee increase is expected to
be voted on at the borough
council’s next meeting. Increasing those fees, Councilman
Lazarow said, will keep the
borough’s fees consistent with
neighboring municipalities and
increase borough revenue.
Mayor Sara Todisco said NJ
Transit will conduct a Garwood
Station assessment regarding
more one-seat rides to New York
City for Garwood. She said she
has been working with the
Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance, which has been pushing
for more one-seat rides along
the Raritan Valley train corridor.
“The problem of 100-year-old
infrastructure, which was damaged by Superstorm Sandy, that
200,000 people depend on each
day cannot keep being ignored,”
the mayor said.
She also said that if the muchdiscussed and long-delayed
Gateway Project to create additional Hudson River train tunnels
ever comes to fruition, train caCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
Highlights Upcoming Events
GARWOOD — To continue
Garwood’s Mayors Wellness Campaign, at the 2018 New Jersey
State League of Municipalities
Convention, then Mayor Charles
Lombardo signed the New Jersey
Health Care Quality Institute’s
Pledge of Participation. The
pledge highlights Garwood’s
commitment to work toward and
promote an active living and
healthier lifestyle for its residents.
This statewide Mayors Wellness
Campaign is supported by nearly
400 mayors throughout the state
to implement health and wellness
programs.
Current Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco has appointed former
Mayor Lombardo as the Mayors
Wellness Campaign liaison. Mr.
Lombardo recently formed a committee that currently is comprised
of six members, including three
Garwood citizens, a professional
personal trainer, a registered dietitian and an officer from the
local Chamber of Commerce.
They presently are reaching out
to the entire community of
Garwood to join their efforts as
the committee offers a series of
events, including educational
workshops on healthy eating,
active living and various wellness
activities.
The committee will encourage
healthy living and eating habits
through nutritional education for
adults of all ages as well as schoolage children.
The first Mayor’s 3K Walk of
2019 will be held on Saturday,
March 23, starting at 10 a.m., at
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the East Street entrance to the
park. It is anticipated that this
walk will take place on the fourth
Saturday of every month. Mayor
Todisco will be this month’s celebrity walker. In the months to
follow, celebrity guest walkers
will include the chief of police and
school officials, among others.
Mr. Lombardo reminds participants that it is a walk, not a run
or a competition, just an opportunity to get out in the fresh air,
meet one’s neighbors, and get
some exercise.
Members of the Mayors
Wellness Campaign met with Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons, Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.,
and the Lincoln School PTA, to
discuss ways that the campaign
can be integrated into the school’s
curriculum and activities, offering parents and students nutritional information for families to
stay active, while making healthy
food choices.
The committee has established
a monthly schedule, meeting on
the second Monday of each
month at 4 p.m., in Borough
Hall. Committee members encourage Garwood’s residents to
share in their mission. In the
near future, they will reach out
via a Facebook page and local
newspapers to bring in new
members and interested professionals to join them. Interested persons are advised to
contact the Mayors Wellness
Campaign via email at
MWC@garwood.org.

Council Exploring
Shared Services
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Cranford Police Dept. to Become
C.L.E.A.R. Program Location

pacity would double between
Newark and New York City.
Councilwoman
Jennifer
Blumenstock said the borough’s
Green Team will apply for a
$2,000 Sustainable Jersey grant
to fund the installation of a “rain
garden” at the recreation complex. She described the rain garden as “a garden of native shrubs
and flowers planted in a small
depression” that is “designed to
hold and soak in rainwater runoff.”
She said rain gardens provide
benefits by acting as a “natural
filter” for water that is headed to
the sewer system and added that
the park’s entrance will “greatly
benefit” from the run-off absorption process.
Mayor Todisco said the Paperboard site demolition will result
in parts of North Avenue being
temporarily closed for safety reasons, namely the remaining
building’s proximity to electric
power lines, which makes demolition with passing vehicular traffic unsafe.
The borough council last week
also unanimously approved a
Union County Infrastructure
grant application for $235,000
to assist funding three projects:
$60,000 worth of repairs to the
municipal building and the fire
department headquarters and
$175,000 for roadwork on New
Street including repairs to drainage basins, curbs and paving.

Chief Ryan J. Greco announced
that as of February 1st, 2019,
the Cranford Police Department
will take part in Union County’s
Community Law Enforcement Addiction Recovery (C.L.E.A.R.)
Program as a local C.L.E.A.R.
Program Location. The C.L.E.A.R.
Program is a partnership between
the County of Union and Prevention Links in which law enforcement agencies provide on-site
drug addiction recovery services
to Union County residents seeking assistance.
Since June of 2017, the Union
County Sheriff’s Office in Elizabeth and Union County Police
Department in Westfield have
been the two locations where
services could be found. Since its
inception, the C.L.E.A.R. Program
has assisted 72 individuals towards recovery. In strategizing
on how best to address the grave
consequences of substance use
disorder, Chief Ryan Greco welcomed the opportunity to have
his department participate in a
program that provides another
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avenue to combat the opioid
problem in Union County. In
2018, the Cranford Police Department responded to 17 opiate overdose calls for service.
Three of those calls resulted in
fatalities. “It is clear that law
enforcement cannot arrest its
way out of the problem of substance abuse. Medications such
as Naloxone are incredibly useful
but are at best a band-aid in a
time of emergency. To truly tackle
this problem, those individuals
facing the disease of addiction
need to find their way to recovery,” Chief Greco said. Chief
Greco believes that the innovative approach of partnering his
organization’s officers with Prevention Links and High Focus
Centers makes perfect sense. “I
can only hope that by providing
an additional C.L.E.A.R. Program
location and expanding the program hours we will be able to
assist even more people towards
recovery.”
Coordinated by Captain Guy
Patterson, 12 Cranford Police Officers have received advanced
substance abuse training and will
serve as facilitators for participants. C.L.E.A.R. Program participants seeking treatment will
be met by one of the department’s
specially trained officers who will
assist the individual and pair them
with a partner agency recovery
coach. A recovery coach serves
as the individual’s guide to appropriate treatment facilities and
recovery support networks.
C.L.E.A.R. provides services at
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Local Letter to the Editor
Garwood Mayor Todisco Announces
Train Station Utilization Review
I am excited to announce that
NJ Transit has agreed to conduct
an assessment of Garwood Station to determine if our ridership
warrants additional train stops.
Upon being sworn into the office
of mayor, I hit the ground running
on a number of issues and contacting NJ Transit was top among
them. On January 25, I received
a response from Lawrence Hamm,
NJ Transit’s regional manager for
government and community relations, informing me that my

Cranford Police to
Become C.L.E.A.R.
any of the program locations
Monday through Friday between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. In
addition to the regular business
hours, the Cranford Police Department has created a partnership with local stakeholders at
High Focus Centers to provide
after-hours recovery coaching
services. Collectively, these partnerships allow for the Cranford
Police Department to offer substance abuse recovery assistance
services 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Anyone seeking
substance abuse assistance is
encouraged to come to the
Cranford Police Department. For
additional information, please
contact Captain Patterson at
(908) 709-3991.

Ballyhoo
Trinity Episcopal Bake Sale Sunday
To Aid Seamen’s Church Institute

request for additional train stops
was received and an assessment
is underway. While it is likely to
take more than a single request
to make this a reality, I will continue to lobby for better service,
in quantity and quality, for those
taking public transportation into
and out of Garwood.
It has been a number of years
since a request like this has been
made, but I remain optimistic
that Garwood’s service from NJ
Transit will improve, particularly
once large sites on South Avenue
along with North Avenue are complete in the next two years or so.
In fact, back in 2009, a memorandum of understanding was
sent by NJ Transit to then Mayor
Dennis McCarthy, which memorialized a joint commitment to
making mutually-beneficial advancements. Garwood has followed through by advancing transit-oriented
development
projects, which will soon become
more than a plan, but a reality.
Now, we ask NJ Transit to stay
committed to its promise of
schedule enhancements.
NJ Transit is certainly facing its
share of challenges at the present
time. However, I am committed
to building a strong line of communication between our two entities and will continue to advocate for the best interests of
Garwood.
Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood

CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church will hold a bake
sale fundraiser this Sunday, February 24, following both the 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. services, to
benefit the Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI). The church also is
collecting trial-size shampoo,
two- to four-ounce bottles of hand
lotion, lip balm, soft packs of
facial tissue, packs of chewing
gum, and microwave popcorn,
for SCI’s “Christmas at Sea” program. JoAnne Bartosik, the
“Christmas at Sea” coordinator,
will speak about SCI and the
program.
“Ninety percent of everything
consumed is brought over by
container ship,” said the Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priestin-Charge. Trinity Episcopal
Church is located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047.
Everyone is welcome.
The SCI, founded in 1834 and
affiliated with the Episcopal
Church, is the largest mariners’
support agency in North
America. It provides professional mariners with speciallytailored education, free legal
advocacy for mariner welfare,
and pastoral care. It operates
Seafarer Centers in Port Newark, the Port of Oakland, Houston, Tex., and Paducah, Ky. Its
chaplains visit more than 2,400
vessels a year. The Seafarer

Centers provide mariners and
port workers with Internet access and personal computers,
International calling and cheap
phone cards, recreational activities, worship and pastoral
care regardless of their religious affiliation, and free
shuttles from terminal gates to
the center and local stores. For
more information about SCI,
visit seamenschurch.org or call
(973) 589-5828.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make the Lord known
through faith, fellowship, and service.”
Sunday services, celebrated by
Reverend Kruger, are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more information about the Trinity Episcopal
Church, call (908) 276-4047 or
visit trinitycranford.org/

Photo Credit: Seamen’s Church Institute

Probitas Verus Honos

SPIRITUALITY AT SEA...A Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI) chaplain, left,
visits with a crew member. The Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford will hold
a bake sale this Sunday, February 24, after the 8 and 10 a.m. worship services,
to benefit the SCI and the mariners it serves.
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Legal Newspaper for Union County, Cranford
Soup-Tasting to Aid
Area Residents Can Learn
Garwood Hist. Committee Historic
Area Home
‘Wisdom of Sojourner Truth’
Highlights Plans for 2019
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Historical Committee held its
first meeting of the year on
January 28 and welcomed new
members to its group. In addition to Carol Lombardo, chairwoman; Bruce Paterson, vicechairman; Adele Lewis, treasurer, and Chelsea Brandt
Rooney, secretary, other members include Jennie Browne, Pat
DiFabio and Helen Laucius.
Mayor Sara Todisco recently appointed three new members:
Stephanie Bianco, Max Blanton
and James Hart. Councilman
Russ Graham is council liaison
for the committee.
The Historical Committee has
revealed plans for 2019, among
them showing off what it calls
the borough’s “sweet side.” It is
hoping to create a dessert recipe
book in the near future, highlighting the favorite dessert recipes from Garwood’s residents
and businesses. More information will be available in the next
few weeks.
The committee also is planning a rededication of a memorial plaque, which was located
on a rock, behind a fence in
center field of the James
Guerriero Baseball Field. The
rock has since been relocated
to a more prominent place near
the Humenick Field House so
that it can be appreciated by all

who visit the area. This rededication is planned for mid-April.
Details will follow shortly.
When “Garwood Rocks” takes
place on Sunday, June 2, the
Garwood Historical Committee
will again have a booth featuring some of Garwood’s history.
The committee additionally will
host the History Rock Hunt as it
has for the past two years. As
the date gets closer, more information will become available.
The committee wishes to thank
all those who purchased the
Series 2 Holiday Ornament, the
last fundraiser of 2018 for the
committee. It was a great success and the Historical Committee has plans for a third and
final set, which will be available
later in 2019.
Committee members urge
residents to think of the committee before tossing out what
might be trash, but could actually be “treasure.” The committee is always looking for memorabilia of Garwood, artifacts and
old photographs of the borough.
Its mission is to preserve and
protect Garwood’s short but rich
history. The Garwood Historical
Committee can be reached at
garwoodhistory@garwood.org.

Probitas Verus Honos

KENILWORTH — The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a souptasting event on Thursday, March
21, from 6 to 8 p.m., at the
Community United Methodist
Church hall, located at 455 Boulevard, Kenilworth.
This popular event – “Soup’s
On” – will give participants the
opportunity to taste a variety of
favorite soups from local restaurants and others, along with assorted breads and desserts. Admission is $12. Parking and the
entrance to the church hall are
located at the rear of the building.
Advance reservations are requested by Friday, March 15, as
seating is limited. For information and/or reservations, call
(908) 709-0434 or visit Especially Yours Florist, located at 13
North 20th Street, Kenilworth,
where tickets for the event also
are being sold.
Proceeds will benefit the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s
Oswald J. Nitschke House, a circa
1880 “living history” museum and
cultural arts center, by helping
defray the cost of an elevator
that makes all levels of the site
fully accessible to everyone.
The Kenilworth Historical Society is an independent, volunteer-based, non-profit, tax-exempt, 501 (c)(3) organization
dedicated to the research, preservation and interpretation of the
Oswald J. Nitschke House, local
history and culture.

CRANFORD — Daisy Century,
Ed.D., a historical interpreter,
educator, actor, author and
singer, will bring to life one of the
world’s most influential and accomplished women when she
shares the “Wisdom of Sojourner
Truth.”
All are invited to attend this
program on Wednesday, March
27, at 7 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. The event is
sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library.
Escaping the brutality of slavery in 1826, Isabella Baumfree
took on the name Sojourner Truth
and began her travels as a
preacher. Believing the causes
of women’s rights and abolition
to be intertwined and equally
important, she spoke publicly on
suffrage, and gave her most significant speech, “Ain’t I a
Woman?” at the Ohio Women’s
Rights Convention in 1851.
Ms. Century performs historical interpretations of the lives of
brilliant and influential women,
including Harriet Tubman, Bessie
Coleman and Madam C.J. Walker.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology from Claflin University, a Masters in Science Education from South Carolina State
University and her Ed.D. from
Temple University. She has inspired students in the Philadelphia school system for more than
20 years with her historically ac-
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curate performances. Ms. Century also writes under the name
Emily Nelson, and has published
two books: “Belle” and “Ms.
Emmaline’s Little Book of Wit
and Wisdom.”
No registration is required for
this free event. The Cranford
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue and is accessible to all. For more information
about the Cranford Public Library,
visit cranfordlibrary.org.

Hist. Soc. to Look
At Elizabeth Library

CRANFORD — The Union
County Historical Society will
feature a program at its next
meeting entitled “History Lives
at the Elizabeth Public Library.”
It will take place on Sunday,
March 3, at 2 p.m., at the
Hanson House. The Hanson
House is located at 38 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
Aimee Fernandez-Puente, supervisor of the Local History
and Special Collections Department at the library, will be the
guest speaker. She will describe and explain the scope
and content of the collection
and how it is available to those
researching Elizabeth and
Union County history. All are
invited.
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Conservancy Invites Public
To ‘The Frugal Gardener’
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will present a program entitled “The Frugal Gardener” on Tuesday, March 12, at
7 p.m., at the Cranford Community Center. Virginia Lamb, an
environmental educator from
Rutgers Home Gardeners’ School,
will be the featured speaker.
Participants will learn tips and
tricks for achieving their garden
dreams while staying within their
budget. Topics covered will include getting soil in tip-top shape,
starting plants from cuttings and
seeds, and some suggestions for
plants that will give gardeners
the best “bang” for their buck.
Ms. Lamb has more than 20
years of experience in recycling,
waste reduction, organic gardening and school gardening. A
graduate of Stockton University,
she has worked as the recycling
coordinator for Galloway Township and Monmouth County,
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where she also was a Master
Gardener. She has been a
freelance educator/consultant
since 2000. Clients include
Rutgers University, Footprint
Power and many environmental
groups, garden clubs and private
companies throughout the region.
Ms. Lamb is working towards
her Master of Science degree in
Soil Science at the University of
Massachusetts-Amherst and lives
with her family in Maplewood.
The Cranford Community Center is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. This program is free and
open to the public. No registration is required, but seating is
available on a first-come, firstserved basis.
The presentation is sponsored
by the Hanson Park Conservancy,
a non-profit corporation begun in
2004. To learn more, visit
hansonparkconservancy.com or
like the organization on Facebook.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, February 5, Deshawn
Claiborne, 26, of East Orange
was arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams
of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at Lincoln
Avenue East and Meeker Street
for not signaling a turn. Claiborne
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
failing to signal a turn and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Friday, February 8, Dale Tapps,
Jr., 28, of Edgewater Park was
arrested and charged with possession of prescription legend
drugs, possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop on
Yarmouth Road near Munsee
Drive for suspicious activity. Following an investigation at the

Sports, Humor and Commentary
scene, Tapps was arrested for
suspected Hydrocodone and
marijuana found in his possession. He was processed and provided with a state Superior Court
appearance date.
Saturday, February 9, Deja
Johnson, 22, of Linden was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) following a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue East and Centennial Avenue for erratic driving. Johnson
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, she was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
careless driving, failure to maintain her lane and no valid insurance card in her possession.
Saturday, February 9, Shavar
Ward, 32, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with possession of prescription legend drugs
after police responded to Hayes
Street on a call regarding a disabled motor vehicle. Following
an investigation at the scene,
Ward was arrested after police
found suspected Percocet inside
the vehicle. Ward was processed
and provided with a municipal

court appearance date.
Monday, February 11, Kendall
Wozniak, 18, of Matawan was
arrested and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue
East for unclear plates. Wozniak
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, she was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
unclear plates and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.
Tuesday, February 12, Taylor
Harris, 23, of Fords was arrested
and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop
at Raritan Road and Coleman Avenue for an inoperable headlamp.
Harris was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, she
was issued motor vehicle summonses for maintenance of lamps,
tinted windows and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Cranford High School to Present Broadway’s Hello, Dolly! March 8-10
CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) Performing Arts Department has announced it will
present Hello, Dolly! on March 8
through March 10. The musical
Hello, Dolly! first appeared on
Broadway in 1964 and has been
revived four times, most recently
in 2017 with Bette Midler. The
original production with Carol
Channing won 10 Tony Awards, a
record held for decades. Hello,
Dolly! with book by Michael
Stewart and lyrics and music by
Jerry Herman, is based on

Thorton Wilder’s 1955 play The
Matchmaker.
The story follows the life of
Dolly Levi (Nora Sullivan) as she
travels to Yonkers, N.Y. in pursuit of finding a match for the
well-known half-a-millionaire
Horace Vandergelder (Noah
Wohlsen). Along the way, she
interacts with many other characters including Horace’s employees, Cornelius Hackl (Daniel
Klimko) and Barnaby Tucker (Max
Wisnefski); New York widow and
hat shop owner, Irene Molloy

(Katrina Wischusen) and her assistant Minnie Fay (Rose
Michetti); and young artist
Ambrose Kemper (Andrew Gordon), who is interested in marrying Horace’s niece, Ermengarde
(Erin Blake). Other notable roles
include Ernestina Money (Katie
Manhardt), Rudolf Reisenweber
(Matthew Mallick), Judge (Elizabeth Molfetto), and Mrs. Rose
(Melanie Gabel). The ensemble
of Hello, Dolly! consists of 33
students who add drama, singing and excitement to each scene.

Hello, Dolly! will be performed
in the CHS auditorium on March
8, 9 and 10. The dress rehearsal
on March 7 at 7:30 p.m. will be
free admission for senior citizens. The performances on
March 8 and 9 will be at 7:30
p.m. with the matinee on March
10 at 2 p.m. Tickets can be
ordered in advance online at
chs.booktix.com for $15, but
they are also available at the
door. Student rush tickets will
also be available for $10 only at
the door for each performance
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with a valid student ID. The
Cranford Public Schools permitted items policy will be in effect
for all three performances; large
bags and purses will not be allowed into the auditorium. For
additional information about
Hello, Dolly! at CHS, please contact
Elizabeth
Sheehan
(sheehan@cranfordschools.org)
or
Erica
Morreale
(morreale@cranfordschools.org),
or call (908) 709-6272. “Put On
Your Sunday Clothes” and come
see Hello, Dolly! at CHS.
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Mrs. Francis Is Named
BPS Teacher of the Year
CRANFORD—Brookside Place
Elementary School (BPS) is
pleased to announce that Anne
Marie Francis has been selected
as the Classroom Teacher of the
Year from nominations made by
the school community as part of
the New Jersey Department of
Education 2018-19 Governor’s
Educator of the Year Program.
Mrs. Francis has served the
Cranford school district for 20
years, with 11 of those years
teaching kindergarten at BPS.
She has also taught grades 4
through 8 as both a classroom
and gifted and talented teacher,
grades K to 8 as a character
education coordinator and grades
9 though 12 as a service learning
coordinator.
She was a kindergartener herself when she decided she’d one
day emulate her kindergarten
teacher and sit around a circle,
teaching kindergarteners. “I feel
that teaching chose me!” Mrs.
Francis said. “It’s all I ever wanted
to be.”
Before the start of every day,

Christiano of CF Earns
Dean’s List at Lehigh

CRANFORD — Luke Christiano,
of Cranford, was named to the
Dean’s List at Lehigh University
in the Fall 2018 semester.
Dean’s List status is awarded to
students who earned a scholastic average of 3.6 or better while
carrying at least 12 hours of regularly graded courses.
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she said, she reads to herself a
page-long doctrine she has compiled entitled “This is What I Believe,” which lists statements of
positivity to guide her teaching
philosphies. “I believe I can make
the biggest difference in a child’s
ability to learn. I believe all children are filled with curiosity and
it is my responsibility to illuminate their path to discovery,”
she said.
In her cheerful kindergarten
classroom, Mrs. Francis said she
creates an environment for learning based upon those beliefs and
what she has learned in life to
“create a place that is nurturing,
safe, inviting, rewarding, stimulating, loving and fun!”
She is very humbled by her
nomination as the BPS Classroom Teacher of the Year. “I
believe that the BPS staff is a
truly exceptional group of professionals who collaboratively
push each individual along to
reach their full potential. This
honor belongs to all of us,” Mrs.
Francis said.
The Governor’s Educator of the
Year Program highlights educational innovation, student
achievement, the rewards of
teaching, and important services
outside the classroom environment that lead to student success. Further, it seeks to attract
public attention to the positive
aspects of our educational system. For more information, please
visit: http://www.state.nj.us/
education/educators/rpr/recognition/educators/geoy/.
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CDC’s Musical Mamma Mia!
Brings ABBA Songs to Life
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- There are moments in every musical that are
stand-outs. Either a striking visual is a picture that creeps back
into one’s mind, or perhaps it’s
the melody of a certain song that
replays like an ear worm days
after the live theatre experience
is over. Thanks to strong direction, terrific casting and loads of
talent, Cranford Dramatic
Club’s(CDC)
production of
Mamma Mia! provides many of
those memorable moments.
The story line is simple: 20year-old Sophie (Lindsay Maron)
is getting married and has invited
to her wedding three men whom
she suspects might be her father.
Sophie has read her mother’s diary, invited these three strangers
to the impending nuptials, unbeknown to mom. All three show up,
as do the two female backup singers, who, long ago, performed in
Donna’s trio. The whole show revolves around Sophie’s search for
truth, but along the way, her
mother Donna (Mandy Feiler) finds
out what she wants in life.
Director Sean Eugene Lough
smartly has the lovely Sophie walk
down the aisle at the top of the
show singing, “I Have a Dream.”
Her crystal-clear, bell-like tones
set the mood of youthful longing
for answers about her background.
She and her fiercely independent
mother live on a tiny Greek island
and run a cozy hotel, a great set
by Marc Chandler.
Donna’s friends Rosie (Donna

Farone) and Tanya (Michelle
Sblendorio) reminisce with Donna
and have plenty of fun singing,
“Money, Money, Money” and
“Dancing Queen.”
British playwright Catherine
Johnson took the popular songs of
ABBA, a 1970’s disco-era Swedish
pop group, and patchworked a
story around them. Sometimes it
works, sometimes it stretches our
credulity. Who cares about plausibility when it comes to weddings
and ABBA songs? There are fairy
tale moments that border on hokey,
but the energy is unstoppable.
In one fun number, “Gimme!
Gimme! Gimme!” Sophie and her
bridesmaid gal pals Ali (Cait
Crowley) and Lisa (Remi Presky)
have a ball.
Some of the best dancing of the
night (by choreographer Phil
Solomon) takes place at the end
of Act I in “Voulez-Vous” where
the whole company gets to break
out. Perhaps it’s the club atmosphere with spectacular lighting
by Nik Marmo that provides abandon for the actors. Whatever, they
brought it in that number in dancing like no one is watching.
In the second act, the likely
candidates of Sophie’s dad get a
chance in the spotlight. Sam
(Michael Dooley), Bill (James
Lopez) and Harry (Mark Smith),
all with smooth voices, get to sing
to Donna or Sophie in poignant or
upbeat numbers.
A truly memorable song is “Does
Your Mother Know?” where Pepper (Zach Mazouat) comes on to
Tanya. Ms. Sblendorio belts out
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her response to the young man in
an adorably provocative way. And
by the way, in that swimsuit and
sarong outfit, she looks like a true
body builder!
More ear-to-ear smiles are provided by Rosie and Bill in “Take a
Chance On Me.”
The most powerful number, vocally, is “The Winner Takes it All”
where Ms. Feiler pours out her
heart. Then her character’s song
“Slipping Through My Fingers”
offers the most heartfelt moment
in the show as she helps her
daughter get ready for her wedding. Through that song, we hear
the emotions going through
Donna’s mind as her only child is
about to do something she never
did.
The encore bows are spectacular especially because of the overthe-top costuming (by Zach
Mazouat and Cathy Cohane).
Music Director Howard Whitmore
has assembled a terrific band of
six, and four pit singers who,
along with a strong ensemble,
offer backup to the leads.
If the body language of the six
wildly enthusiastic high school girls
sitting in front of me on opening
night is any indication, this production is a hit. It’s a high energy,
feel good show with local celebrity guest actors at certain performances.
Mamma Mia! runs through March
2, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
For tickets, call the theater at (908)
276-7611 or go to their website at
cdctheatre.org. CDC is located at
78 Winans Avenue, Cranford.

