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WESTFIELD. New Construction ... Coming Fall of 2019!

Another custom home by Prominent Properties. Sought after

open floor plan designed for a relaxed lifestyle. The kitchen

boasting a center island, fine quality cabinetry and top brand

appliances, opens to a family room complete with a gas burning

fireplace. A first floor bedroom is just one of the convenient

features of this magnificent home. The master bedroom suite

features his & her walk in closets and a luxurious spa type bath.

A finished third level with full bath offers total privacy for guests.

On the lower level is a recreation room, full bath plus plenty of

storage space. A total of 6 bedrooms and 6 1/2 baths makes

this an opportunity not to be missed. Time to make personal

choices. Washington School ... A Must See! $1,550,000.

FANWOOD. Located in a sought after location, this Arts &

Crafts style, Colonial Cape features both charm and updates

throughout the years. An oversized (.29 acre) property offers

room for future expansion. Minutes to vibrant downtown

Fanwood with both bus and train transportation to NYC. A

picture perfect living room boasting a large bay window and a

wood burning fireplace is flanked by a family room. The family

room features fine wood paneling and a slider to the fenced

rear yard. The formal dining room, with a stained glass wall is

sure to bring compliments from all. The modern kitchen with

garden window, granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances

and a wall of pantry cabinets. 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths and

incredible storage space in the finished recreation room

completes the picture. Quick occupancy! $569,000.

SCOTCH PLAINS. Vacation at home ... 40' pool with whirlpool,

lighted gazebo and surrounded by a patio for perfect outdoor

entertaining! Custom floor to ceiling windows surround you in

sunlight and the natural beauty of nature. This contemporary home

features an open floor plan, two master bedrooms and 3 full baths.

The second floor master bedroom boasts a total retreat from the

hustle bustle of daily activities. Featuring a sitting room with

fireplace, a wall of windows affording golf course views and a

luxurious spa type bath with skylight will become one of your favorite

spaces in the home. The sun lit living room features a wood burning

fireplace and high ceilings. The entire home is a relaxing oasis

surrounded by magnificent plantings for total privacy. 3/4's of an

acre of manicured property with a side yard play area, located on a

cul de sac street of exceptional homes completes the picture.

$885,000. Call for your private showing. 908-419-5141.

Panther Swim Boys Too Much
For Devils in Sectional Final

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PERTH AMBOY – There was not
much that Jeff Knight could do. At
this point in time, Bridgewater-Raritan
has become what Westfield used to
be: the team to beat in boys swim-
ming. And no amount of strategy or
lineup switching could change that.

“It was tough sledding,” the 13-
year coach said last Thursday, after
his Blue Devils had dropped a 107-63
decision to the once-beaten Panthers
in the Public A, North 2 champion-
ship at the Raritan Valley YMCA.
“But I’m really proud of the effort.
The kids competed throughout the
meet. It shows what they’re made of.”

Westfield (9-4) won only three
events – senior Zach Youssef captur-
ing the 100-yard butterfly in 54.02,
classmate Tommy Brennan taking the
100 breaststroke in a lifetime best
59.04 and freshman Seth Camacho

leading a 1-2 finish in the 500 free
with classmate Matt Swenson in
4:52.92.

In fact, other than the final event,
the 400 free relay, where the four-
some that swam a 3:21 at counties
finished in 3:34, most of the Devils’
times were season bests, or just off.
The problem was where those times
would normally be a winning or get-
ting second place, against B-R they
were getting thirds and fourths.

Still, there were no long faces as the
team headed into the night for the bus
ride home.

“It’s been a worthwhile experience,”
senior Cooper Prieto said, after getting
a second (22.32 in the 50) and third
(50.88 in the 100) and swimming on
two second-place relays. “We won two
county titles in my three years.”

The others in a six-man senior class
are Tim McGann, Tomas Moore and
Colby Chen.

Prieto’s three years on the team –
he had quit swimming in seventh
grade, but returned to the sport as a
sophomore – have seen him develop

into an outstanding sprinter. He re-
turned to the sport after WHS’s state
championship season in 2016. That
2017 season ended in controversy
when Bridgewater won the sectional
title after a WHS swimmer was dis-
qualified for an early start on what
would have been the meet-clinching
anchor leg of the final relay. That
85½-84½ loss was followed last Feb-
ruary by a 102-68 loss to B-R in the
sectional final. The Panthers have now
beaten WHS six straight times, three
in the regular season and three in the
post-season.

“We’ve graduated some crazy good
swimmers the last couple of years,
and most of them are still swimming
in college,” Prieto said. “We have a
small senior class and only four of
them swim (year-round) for the ‘Y’.
I’m really proud of the team … but we
aspired for more.”

Brennan has blossomed after he

also missed his freshman year be-
cause his family was living in Japan.
As a sophomore in 2017, he was not
in the county or sectional final lineup.
But now he is one of the best
breaststrokers in school history. He’s
one of just 10 Blue Devils to break a
minute and his time last Thursday was
the eighth-fastest in WHS annals.

“Sophomore year I wasn’t even
contemplating breaking a minute,” he
said. “Then I started emulating (WHS
record holder) Steve Warren (’18).
He pushed me. My time dropped to
1:01 last year. It’s crazy to think about,
really.”

In addition to being pushed by
Warren, Brennan had another moti-
vation.

“The idea of winning the state title
always motivated me,” the 2019
Union County breaststroke champion
said. “I wanted a (championship) ring.
The idea was just so appealing. Even
as we were graduating those great
classes, and having less and less depth,
even if you’re overmatched, you have
to give it everything. (Thursday) I

think the meet was over (decided)
before my breaststroke swim. But the
idea (of winning) pushed me.

“A lot of people didn’t think we’d
be that much this year. So it was nice
to prove everybody wrong. We are a
much better team than people ex-
pected us to be. It (stinks) that I’m
graduating and we didn’t win a state
title. But the team is in a great direc-
tion, especially the freshman class.”

That class includes three top-of-
the-line studs in Roan Baker, Camacho
and Swenson, plus Billy Maguire,
Jack Young and TJ Walsh.

“My hat’s off to Bridgewater ...
they’re a great team,” Brennan said.
“And (Union County champion) Sum-
mit too. We had so many personal
bests at counties. We could’ve won.
That really (stunk). But Jeff told us
that we had lost more than 50 percent
of our scoring from the seniors who
graduated last year.”

Like Brennan, Prieto sees good
things in the future for WHS swim-
ming.

“I give a lot of credit to this fresh-
man class … they are determined,” he
said. “I’m happy with the year we
had. We competed. No regrets.”
BRIDGEWATER 107, WESTFIELD 63

(Westfield times)
200 MEDLEY RELAY: 2. (Baker,

Brennan, Youssef, Prieto) 1:37.14, 5.
(Camacho, Altman, Young, Maimon)
1:45.68; 200 free: 3. Swenson 1:52.99,
5. McGann 1:54.87, 6. Maguire 1:58.63;
200 IM: 3. Baker 1:59.51, 5. Veres
2:05.08, 6. Chen 2:17.0; 50 free: 2.
Prieto 22.32, 5. Kronheimer 22.89, Wil-
liams 23.40;

100 BUTTERFLY: 1. Youssef 54.02,
5. Moore 57.54, 6. Young 59.80; 100
free: 2. Baker 49.96, 3. Prieto 50.88, 5.
Kronheimer 51.25; 500 free: 1.
Camacho 4:52.92, 2. Swenson 4:56.01,
6. Walsh 5:12.20; 200 free relay: 2.
(Prieto, Baker, Youssef, Kronheimer)
1:31.70, 4. (Williams, Altman, Swenson,
Moore) 1:35.72;

100 BACK: 3. McGann 57.01, 4.
Camacho 57.47, 5. Maguire 1 .96; 100
breast: 1. Brennan 59.04, 2. Veres
1:01.31, 6. Altman 1:05.39; 400 free
relay: 3. (Youssef, Kronheimer,
McGann, Moore) 3:34.72, 4. (Williams,
Swenson, Walsh, Camacho) 3:34.96.

PRINGLE 9 RBs, 4 BLK; TORETTA 18 PTs, SPEER 13 PTs

Lady Cougar Cagers Awaken;
Bite Bears in UCT OT, 64-58

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding themselves in a shocking
38-31 hole entering the fourth quar-
ter, the sixth-seeded Cranford High
School girls basketball team reached
down deeply in the fourth quarter to
knot the score in regulation then came
up with a number of big plays in
overtime to eliminate the Brearley
Bears, 64-58, in the second round of
the Union County Tournament in
Cranford on February 13. Seniors KC
Pringle, Lauren Williamson and Olivia
Speer appeared to take it up another
notch to set up the majority of those
key plays in the fourth quarter and in
overtime.

The Cougars did get a 14-9 jump on
the 17-5 Bears in the first quarter with
the help of a pair of 3-pointers from
Speer, who finished with 13 points,
including two 3-pointers, and another
from junior Gianna Toretta, who
would finish with a team-leading 18
points, which included four 3-point-
ers and six free throws. Micaela
Etlinger, who led all scorers with 28

points, scored five of the Bears’ points
in the quarter. Etlinger would finish
the game with five 3-pointers.

But it was the second quarter where
the Cougars seemed to be pushing it
too hard driving to the basket result-
ing in many missed lay-ups. The Bears
won the quarter 9-6 to trail the Cou-
gars, 20-18, at the half. On an assist
from Ellie Rokicki (6 points, 2 re-
bounds), Williamson (12 points, 3
assists, 3 steals, 4 rebounds) sank her
only 3-pointer of the game in the
quarter.

“I think we were getting a little
frantic looking at the scoreboard. We
wanted to make sure we got our shots
in but that prevented us from scor-
ing,” Williamson explained.

The third quarter, however, turned
out to be a disaster for the Cougars as
the Bears sank the first seven points to
grab a 25-20 lead before a timeout
was called with 5:25 on the clock. The
Cougars seemed rattled and the Bears
won the quarter 20-11 to take a 38-31
lead into the fourth quarter. Etlinger
and Paige Middleton held the big

hands for the Bears with 10 points and
seven points, respectively.

“Coach always tells us, ‘we had
runs, they have runs.’ They just got
lucky in the third quarter, had the run
but we cut it off to get back in the end
of the quarter and the start of the
fourth,” Speer said.

“We just had to get it done. It was
sink or swim. We didn’t have an op-
tion. We just had to put our head down
and work,” Pringle added.

“We weren’t talking as much. Once
we started to communicate, we were
able to get our shots in, get our de-
fense back into the game,” Williamson
said.

Middleton would also prove to be a
hazard under the boards and finished
with double digits in rebounds.

As to her strategy handling
Middleton, Pringle explained, “Today
I was just reminding myself to box her
out. That was my biggest threat. My
intent was to box her out and let the ball
hit the ground if it needed to or just get
her out of the equation so our team can

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Cougar Matman Smith
Athlete of the Week:
Dean Smith, a senior captain on

the varsity wrestling team, captured
the District 14 Championship at the
132-lb. weight class this past week-
end. He has amassed a 22-7 record
this season and advanced to the Re-
gion 4 Wrestling Tournament.

Blue Devils First, Cougars 2nd at District 14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

distract me and got right back to him.
I knew he liked big moves but I got a
bunch of single legs in mainly with re-
attacks.”

The second Westfield/Cranford
showdown came at 132-lbs. Blue
Devil Jeremy Silber (seeded 4th) won
his first bout by decision then knocked
off top-seeded Tyler Haynes of
Metuchen (M), 9-5. Cougar Dean
Smith (3rd seed) won by fall then
knocked off second-seeded Joe
Delusant (V). After a scoreless first
period, Smith’s escape and takedown
in the second period was enough to
defeat Silber, 3-1. Smith also edged
Silber at the county tournament.

“It was a close one at the counties
but I knew what to expect from him. I

tried to control the match. I don’t
think I really left any room for error.
He liked to go upper shots with me. I
knew I had to go low. That’s where
I’m comfortable. That’s where I got
my takedown,” said Smith, who
added, “It’s my first time placing top-
3 in districts, first time going to re-
gions. I’m excited.”

Cougar Conor Halpin faced top-
seeded, 32-0 Matt Sacco (Br) for the
145-lb title and fell short, 5-0. Previ-
ously Halpin recorded a pin in the
quarterfinals and an 11-2 major deci-
sion in the semis.

The third Cranford/Westfield show-
down came at 152-lbs. Cougar AJ
Bencivenga gave Blue Devil Luke
Scanlan a clinic featuring a number of

Fireman’s takedown-to-back moves
to seize a 20-3, 3:36 tech fall for the
title. Bencivenga reached the finals
with a fall in six seconds and another
in 31 seconds. Scanlan also recorded
a pair of falls.

“I wanted to get six but a tech was
good enough. It was pretty quick too.
It was a pretty good day. I pinned the
kid in my first match in six seconds,
next match was 31 seconds. I’m roll-
ing pretty nicely into the regions,”
Bencivenga expressed.

The final Westfield/Cranford show-
down came next at 160-lbs between
Blue Devil Jordan Simpson, who re-
corded a fall and a tech fall to advance
to the finals, and Ky’ell Roper, who
recorded a fall and a major decision.
Simpson was on the ball with several
double-leg football tackles, spin-be-
hind takedowns and a nearfall to earn
a 16-4 major decision and the crown.

The most intense bout of the evening
may have been played out between
top-seeded, 30-2, Brett MacMath (Br)
and second-seeded Blue Devil Tim
Miller at 182-lbs. Both recorded a
pair of falls to advance to the finals.
MacMath began with a back-trip
takedown. Miller escaped. MacMath
answered with a step through front
trip takedown and Miller escaped.
But in the second period, Miller es-
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More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin (Ridge semifinal meet) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST IN THE 100-BUTTERFLY...Blue Devil Zach Youssef placed first in the 100-butterfly in 54.02 in the North 2, Public
A Championship meet against Bridgewater-Raritan on February 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE TAKEDOWN...Blue Devil Brendan Loder gets a takedown in his
195-lb semifinal bout against Nick Cordero of Bridgewater-Raritan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LUNGING FOR THE BALL....Cougar senior Lauren Williamson, No. 10, makes a valiant effort to get possession in the
thrilling UCT game against the Brearley Bears in Cranford on February 13. The Cougars beat the Bears, 64-58, in overtime.


