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Letters to
the Editor

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Jersey Shore Properties Will
Eventually Be Unusable

The climate emergency has arrived,
as recent disastrous events indicate.
Geophysicist Donald Perovich lik-
ens the climate system to a rowing
boat that is rocked from side to side
more and more violently, until it fi-
nally takes in water and suddenly
capsizes. ‘You can tip and then you’ll
just go back. You can tip it and just go
back. And then you tip it and you get
to the other stable state, which is
upside down.’

New Jersey has its own special
vulnerabilities to climate change. In-
dependent of climate change, the New
Jersey shore is subsiding — its level
is lower every year, while the sea
level is rising. Shore properties will
eventually be unusable.

At the same time, New Jersey is
home to 1,500 miles of pipelines.
There are many proposed new pipe-
lines: the Southern Reliability Link,

the PennEast pipeline, the Pilgrim
pipeline, and the Northeast Supply
Enhancement. A gas-fired power plant
is planned in the Meadowlands and a
compressor station in Roseland. There
is no plan to determine if they are
needed or if they are in the public
interest. Barbara Blumenthal of the
New Jersey Conservation Founda-
tion has shown that no more pipelines
are needed to supply New Jersey with
energy, in a report analyzing the de-
mand for electricity in New Jersey
and the capacity of existing pipelines.

Let’s rescue New Jersey from fur-
ther destruction. Governor Murphy
needs to declare a moratorium on
fossil fuel infrastructure until there is
a sound plan in place to achieve his
goal of 100 percent renewable energy
by 2050.

Nancy Griffeth
Westfield

Freeholder Says Councilman Arena
Doesn’t Understand Property Taxes

Dear Councilman Arena: Thank you
for your response to my email.

It is evident that we all share a pas-
sion for Westfield and as I have stated
before I am looking forward to serving
the Town of Westfield, along with the
20 other municipalities that make up
the great County of Union to the best of
my abilities.

In response to your email, please
note that what you are proposing dem-
onstrates a fundamental misunder-
standing of property tax laws in the
State of New Jersey and does not take
into account both the economic and
service benefits the County of Union’s
agencies within our community pro-
vide.

As you are likely aware, it is illegal
for governments to tax other govern-
mental buildings within their jurisdic-
tion, which you are proposing. What it
also ignores is the economic, employ-
ment and service benefit to Westfield
from the various county agencies that
are located within our community.

There are approximately 300 County
employees (and this includes Westfield
residents) who work in the county’s
various agencies in Westfield —among
them are county police, our dispatch
center, the Office of Emergency Man-
agement, SWAT, the life-saving EMS
service that also serves Westfield, the
Master Gardner Program, and the
county clerk’s Office. It is also worth
noting that three of the county parks do
have areas within Westfield (Unami,
Echo Lake and Lenape). I am happy to
be serving as a residential committee
member of the Westfield Parks and
Recreation Assessment Committee and
hope that my input and commitment to
this committee, not only as a resident,
but also as a freeholder will benefit the
future of our parks and rec. system here
in town.

In addition to the value of having
these vital services immediately avail-
able to Westfield residents, county em-
ployees and the tens of thousands of
visitors who frequent this 24/7 facility
annually make an economic contribu-
tion by shopping and eating directly in
the Westfield business district, likely
totaling in the hundreds of thousands—
if not more—per year to businesses,
and also sparking additional employ-
ment. This figure does not even in-
clude the value — or convenience —
of services provided to our community.

Second, as you may know, tax as-
sessments are governed by state law —
and any changes you are proposing
must be legislated at the state level.
The freeholder board has nothing to do
with assessments, as the county’s tax
assessor operates as an independent
agency, following state laws.

If you’d like to make changes in the
way Westfield’s taxes are assessed,
you should contact your state delega-
tion and offer up your suggestions for
legislation.

Third, you’ve raised the issue of
electing freeholders by district. To my
knowledge, the rules that have estab-
lished the board have existed for well
over 60 years. To change this appears
to be a call for the gerrymandering of
districts in order to win elections for
one party over another.

In fact, 18 of New Jersey’s 21 coun-
ties use the popular election system,
and Union County has been using the
system for at least six decades.

Please note that freeholders repre-
sent all parts of the county — and
currently come from areas such as Lin-
den, Elizabeth, Cranford, Fanwood,
Westfield, and Plainfield.

We are also a diverse group, men and
women of different faiths, race and
ethnicities. Although I have only been
serving the board for one month, I
already see the benefits each member
brings from both their personal and
professional lives. We are a team com-
mitted to serving all 500,000 plus resi-
dents of this county.

We are the County of Union as a
whole, and not solely the county of a
suburb or an urban area. Our programs
benefit all parts of the county, with no
one left behind.

In the upcoming month, the board
will be holding our regularly sched-
uled public meetings to introduce,
amend and adopt the budget. Prior to
the introduction of the budget, the
county holds regional budget hearing
meetings. As soon as I know that sched-
ule I will share that with you as one is
typically held in the western end of the
county. I invite you to attend any and
all of the above. This information will
be shared with the entire county and I
will be sure to share it on my own
Freeholder Facebook page to encour-
age all residents to come! Thank you,

Kim Mouded
Union County Freeholder

Atheist Proclaims, ‘We Are
All Built Of Stardust’

I read with interest last week’s let-
ter “Atheists Versus God.” As an athe-
ist and a scientist, I would like to
respond. Science may be clever, but it
is certainly not deceitful; 300 years
have taught us that the scientific
method is the best way to explain the
world about us, by generating ideas
that can be tested by measurement
and experimentation, for acceptance,
alteration, or rebuttal.

Scientists expect their ideas to be
challenged through the generation of
additional data or differing hypoth-
eses, and over time, through an itera-
tive process, a truth emerges that al-
lows us to understand the universe we
live in, and our place in it.

We have learned about the Big
Bang, about the life cycle of stars and
the creation of all the elements in that
life cycle, and the dispersion of ele-
ments across space to produce plan-
ets, and indeed life itself. We are all
built of stardust.

We have learned, because of the
power of new technologies such as
DNA sequencing, that life emerged
once, and once only, on earth, and
that all living things share a common
descent. We understand how com-
plexity develops from simple begin-
nings over millions and millions of

years. The details of life’s family tree
become ever clearer. The science of
epigenetics does not disprove the es-
sential theory of natural selection, it
builds upon it.

We also know what we don’t know
– what happened before the Big Bang;
exactly how life got going (although
there are very good and testable ideas),
etc. However, most scientists do not
feel the need of a God to fill in the
gaps; rather, we accept the limitations
our current capabilities place upon us
and look to coming generations of
scientists to build on our accumu-
lated knowledge, as we have built on
the work of Newton, Einstein, Dar-
win and so many others.

Scientists respect all life on the
planet, cherish the environment, be-
lieve in the power of rational thought,
and respect the contributions all of
humanity can make to improving our
understanding of the world we live in.
Personally, I believe those beliefs
provide a moral foundation for my
life, and for my children’s lives, and I
do not need to choose amongst a
bewildering variety of theist ideolo-
gies to shape my worldview.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

We Need Massive
Mobilization, A Green

New Deal
Prior generations have kicked the

proverbial can down the road for too
long. Climate change is here and
we’ve got to fight it with everything
we have. Every delay in action will
cause more suffering for people, as
natural disaster grow stronger and
more frequent and our natural sys-
tems collapse under the weight of
human impacts.

We need a massive mobilization
across our country to meet the chal-
lenge. A Green New Deal will tackle
this enormous challenge while also
addressing unacceptable economic
inequality. We have a chance to build
a much better future if we act deci-
sively now to implement a Green
New Deal.

I hope presidential candidates truly
support and push for Rep. Ocasio-
Cortez and Sen. Markey’s resolution.

Lauren Morse
Springfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Soe – A large wooden vessel for

holding water
2. Antephialtic – Preventing nightmare
3. Tharos – A small American butterfly

having orange wings spotted with black
and white

4. Messet – A dog

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VANGLO
1. A traveler; a wayfarer
2. A ghost in Shakespeare’s MacBeth
3. A type of orange
4. The West Indian name for sesame

DICASTERY
1. In ancient Athens, a court of justice
2. The process of ornamenting plain

glass with transparent pictures
3. A narration; a recital of facts
4. The use of two languages

VANSIRE
1. A Dutch father
2. A small, weasel-like animal of Mada-

gascar
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an

inflated breast
4. A confidence man; swindler

RAPPAREE
1. A French swordsman
2. The victim of a sexual assault
3. A plunderer or robber
4. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick

A Year After Parkland Tragedy,
‘Alyssa’s Law’ Will Increase Safety

Scutari Bill On Retroactive Raises
Should Also Limit Percentages

The solemn one-year anniversary last Thursday of
the massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Fla., was observed with re-
newed efforts to prevent such a horrific act from
occurring ever again.

Despite the many mass shootings that had taken
place over a span of nearly 20 years prior to it, the
Parkland event left Americans from coast to coast
reeling at the scope of the tragedy, in which a former
pupil at the high school fatally shot 14 students and
three staff members, while wounding 17 others.

The killing spree galvanized the public to demand
action, calling on lawmakers to prevent armed indi-
viduals from gaining access to schools and other
public venues. Students from Marjory Stoneman
Douglas themselves became activists, appealing for
an end to violence on school campuses. The incident
led school districts, including those within our local
communities, to implement enhanced security pre-
cautions to deter those seeking to do harm. Westfield,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford
and Garwood school districts, as well as those of
neighboring municipalities, continue to make safety
initiatives a top priority.

We believe a newly-enacted state law will help
protect students and school staff even further. Two
weeks ago, Governor Phil Murphy signed legisla-
tion mandating that New Jersey’s approximately
2,500 public elementary and secondary schools in-

stall silent, manually-activated “panic” alarms that
alert law enforcement concerning life-threatening
or other emergency situations on school premises.

As part of the security system, schools also would
be equipped with an exterior red light in a “highly
visible location above or near the front entrance or, in
the case of a school building which is not clearly
visible from the nearest public roadway, located on
that public roadway,” as stated on njleg.state.nj.us/.

The legislation, entitled “Alyssa’s Law,” is named
for Alyssa Alhadeff, a 14-year-old former New
Jersey resident who was among those students
killed in Parkland. It garnered strong bipartisan
support within both houses of the New Jersey
Legislature before receiving Governor Murphy’s
signature on February 6.

As we join the rest of the nation in remembering
the lives lost one year ago at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School, and the families and friends
left behind, we applaud lawmakers for their support
of this important step in maintaining school safety.
Yet the Parkland anniversary also reminds us, as
parents, students, teachers and fellow members of
each community, to continue to remain vigilant to
potential threats at schools and elsewhere. We are
fortunate that our schools have the benefit of so-
phisticated security protocols, but the popular ad-
age “if you see something, say something” can be
just as critical to violence prevention as well.

Last week State Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden) introduced legislation to prohibit local
elected officials from receiving retroactive pay raises.
Mr. Scutari, who serves as chairman of the Union
County Democratic Committee, was angry that
Mayor Derek Armstead of his hometown of Linden
had given himself a $26,575 raise, from $73,425 to
$100,000. That’s a pay hike of 36 percent. The raise
was done as part of an ordinance approved by the
Linden City Council on December 18, 2018. The
raise was made retroactive to January 1, 2018, thus
giving Mayor Armstead a nice Christmas bonus over
$25,000, according to a report by
unionnewsdaily.com.

The report indicated that the ordinance, approved
by the Linden council in a 6-to-5 vote, also included
employees who received raises of 2.5 percent. Fifty
of the 65 positions were crossing guards who gar-
nered 50-cent-per-hour increases.

“As elected officials in the Legislature, we are
prohibited from giving ourselves retroactive raises
and bonuses. No elected official should be able to
collect back pay upon salary increases; this legisla-
tion extends this basic standard to all elected offices
in the state,” Mr. Scutari said in a press release issued
through the Senate Democratic Office. “I brought
forward this piece of legislation because as public
officials we aim to foster a climate of accountability
in government, and to prevent politicians from pad-
ding their bank accounts by paying themselves for

work they have already been paid for.”
While we agree elected officials should not get

retroactive raises, shouldn’t the percentage of the
raise also be subjected to the 2-percent state-im-
posed cap on tax increases? The Union County
Freeholders used to pass ordinances giving retroac-
tive raises to themselves and department heads, but
they ended that practice several years ago. Increases
now start January of the new year.

Is Sen. Scutari introducing this legislation be-
cause he doesn’t support retroactive raises for poli-
ticians or because Mayor Amstead supported
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr in her run against
Mr. Scutari for Union County Democratic Commit-
tee chairman? Mayor Armstead ran as Mayor Mahr’s
vice-chair in that election.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp garnered a $40,000
raise — from $35,000 to $75,000 — last month.

Mayor Armstead claims some Union County “part-
time” mayors earn $75,000, according to
unionnewsdaily.com. Locally, the mayors of
Westfield and Fanwood earn $1 a year. The five
members of the Scotch Plains Township Council,
including the mayor, each receive a $6,000 annual
stipend. State legislators make $49,000.

So, while we support Sen. Scutari’s legislation, he
should amend it to limit the percentage increase to
what public workers are getting and also limit how
often mayors and/or council members and county
freeholders can receive increases.

WEARING A
WHITE DRESS

The Public Deserves
Answers

WESTFIELD -- Assembly Repub-
lican Leader Jon Bramnick wants the
Port Authority of NY and NJ to inves-
tigate prices that vendors charge at
Newark Airport for basic items, in-
cluding $4 for bottled water. Vendors
have self-service and self-checkout
yet continue to have astronomical
prices on necessary items, said Asm.
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield). Trav-
elers are a captive audience and there
is no competition for consumers. A
bottle of water should not cost $4.


