
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 21, 2019 Page 3

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are accurate as of publication date and are subject to change at any time. This is a limited time offer and may be discontinued without prior notice. The minimum balance 
to open and obtain the “APY“ on these CDs is $500.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.  Additional CD terms are available. Fees may reduce earnings. †Advantage Plus Checking is a non-interest bearing 
checking account with a daily minimum balance requirement of $500.The minimum to open this account is $0.01. If the account balance falls below the $500 minimum at any time, a monthly service charge of $9.00 is 

.

Count on Columbia  |  ColumbiaBankOnline.com

Lobby Hours Parking Is On Us!^^

 
 

1 5  M O N T H  C D

. %
APY*

†

2. %
APY*

When you open a new Advantage Plus Checking Account,

Mobile Banking • FREE ATMs Nationwide^ • Rewards • And More!

VISITING COUNTY EMS...Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded visits the Union County EMS headquarters in
Westfield as part of her ongoing facilities tour.  This life-saving service was started through the Freeholder Board in 2011
during a period of time of decline in EMS service in many communities, and has since answered more 33,000 calls since its
inception.  Most EMS workers are also certified Haz Mat specialists, which is a unique asset, according to county officials.
Pictured, from left to right, are: EMT Patti Muench,  Division of Emergency Services Director Christopher Scaturo, Public
Safety Director Andrew Moran and Freeholder Mouded.

Westfield Man Charged With
Possession of Child Porn

WESTFIELD — A Westfield man
has been arrested and charged with
multiple crimes for being in posses-
sion of thousands of images and vid-
eos depicting acts of child pornogra-
phy, acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael A. Monahan announced last
Wednesday.

Gregory L. Brown, 37, of the 300
block of John Street in Westfield,
has been charged with first-degree
possession of child pornography with
the intent to distribute, second-de-
gree possession of child pornogra-
phy, and two counts of second-de-
gree distribution of child pornogra-
phy.

A months-long investigation by
the Prosecutor’s Office’s Special
Prosecutions Unit, prompted by
multiple tips received by the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, working through
the New Jersey State Police Internet
Crimes Against Children Task Force,
resulted in the charges against Brown,
according to Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor Derek Nececkas, who
is prosecuting the case.

Through a thorough forensic
search of multiple Tumblr social
media accounts associated with
Brown and multiple electronic de-
vices belonging to him, including a
mobile phone and a damaged tablet,
in excess of 4,000 files depicting

Gregory  L. Brown

various sexual acts with children
were recovered by the Prosecutor’s
Office’s High Tech Unit, Mr.
Nececkas said.

Mr. Brown was taken into cus-
tody without incident at his home
early Wednesday morning and
lodged in Union County jail pend-
ing a first appearance and detention
hearing.

Convictions on first-degree crimi-
nal charges are commonly punish-
able by 10 to 20 years in state prison,
while second-degree convictions can
result in five to 10 years.

‘Blue Alert’ System Would
Protect Police Officers

TRENTON – Acting to better pro-
tect law enforcement officers in New
Jersey, the Senate Law and Public
Safety Committee lastweek approved
legislation sponsored by Senator Joe
Cryan (D-20th, Union) and Senator
Linda Greenstein (D-14th, Cranbury)
that would establish a “Blue Alert
System.”

The bill, S-3272, would provide
for the rapid dissemination of infor-
mation to facilitate the apprehension
of persons suspected of killing or
seriously injuring law enforcement
officers and aid in locating an officer
who is missing.

“Law enforcement officers put their
lives on the line every day in service
to the communities they serve and the
people they protect,” said Senator
Cryan, the former Union County sher-
iff. “If they are threatened, injured or
go missing this will provide a ‘Blue
Alert’ that enables others to act
quickly. It could mean the difference
between life and death in dangerous
situations.”

It would be modeled after the Am-
ber and Silver Alert programs already
in place in New Jersey to protect
children and senior citizens.

“The men and women ‘in blue’
who help keep our communities safe
should be protected in any way pos-
sible,” said Senator Greenstein, the
chair of the Senate Law and Public

Safety Committee. “Given the safety
risks faced by law enforcement offic-
ers, it is only right that we create a
system that would allow for more
efficient communication to help en-
sure that an individual who attacks an
officer is caught swiftly and brought
to justice.”

A Blue Alert would be activated
whenever all of the following criteria
are met: A law enforcement officer
has been seriously injured or killed,
and a suspect has not been appre-
hended, or an officer is missing while
on duty under circumstances war-
ranting concern for his or her safety;
there is sufficient descriptive infor-
mation about the suspect or the cir-
cumstances surrounding an officer’s
injury, death or disappearance to in-
dicate that the activation of a Blue
Alert may assist in locating a suspect
or missing officer; and, the law en-
forcement agency leading the inves-
tigation requests that a Blue Alert be
initiated.

The Blue Alert System would en-
able media outlets to voluntarily in-
form the public of a missing law en-
forcement officer, information regard-
ing a person suspected of killing or
injuring a law enforcement officer or
any other circumstances surrounding
the death, injury or disappearance of
a law enforcement officer within their
service regions.

Malinowski Supports Action
To Stop Trump Declaration
Freshman Congressman Tom

Malinowski (D-7th, Westfield) re-
leased the following statement on
President Donald Trump’s emer-
gency declaration for a wall on the
southern border:

“The Constitution says, ‘No money
shall be drawn from the Treasury,
but in consequence of the appropria-
tions made by law.’ Every member
of Congress took an oath to defend
the Constitution. The President’s
actions may force us to do so. I
support the enactment of a joint reso-
lution to terminate the President’s
emergency declaration, in accor-

dance with the process described in
the National Emergencies Act. This
isn’t about building or stopping the
wall. This is about defending the
Constitution.

“As an assistant secretary of
state, I often urged authoritarian
governments around the world not
to use emergency powers to defy
their legislatures, courts, and
laws.

“It’s unthinkable that we would
need to do so in the United States of
America, but the President has forced
our hand and I believe the Congress
will do what is right.”

Malinowski Trans.
Funding  Act In

In House Package
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The

spending package adopted by Congress
last week  implements for Fiscal Year
2019 the goals of Representative Tom
Malinowski’s (R-7th, Somerville) first
legislative initiative, The Transporta-
tion Funding Fairness Act.

In the Department of Transporta-
tion funding provisions of the 2019
spending package, now signed into
law, Congress clarified its intent to
permit state governments to count
federal transportation loans towards
a state’s share of jointly funded infra-
structure projects.

He said the legislation would make it
easier for New Jersey to finance its
portion of the Gateway tunnel project
by allowing states to count federal trans-
portation loans toward their share of
jointly funded infrastructure projects.
The spending package codified this
clarification for 2019. Mr. Malinowski’s
legislation would make it permanent.

Quijano: Gun Violence Is
Our ‘Real’ Nat. Emergency
TRENTON – Responding to

President Donald Trump’s national
emergency declaration to fund a wall
along the U.S. southern border with
Mexico, Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) re-
leased the following statement last
Friday:

 “Today, President Donald Trump
declared of a state of emergency on the
southern border that includes direct-
ing $8 billion to build a wall. I strongly
believe this is a blatant abuse of presi-
dential power. This ‘emergency’ is
manufactured, artificial, unnecessary
and obscenely expensive.

“Gun violence is the nation’s ac-
tual emergency. Assaults by firearms
kill 13,000 Americans every year.

There has been roughly one mass
shooting per year since the Colum-
bine tragedy in April of 1999. In
recent mass shootings, over 200
people lost their lives at Sandy Hook,
Pulse nightclub in Orlando, the church
in Sutherland Springs, the concert at
Mandalay Bay and Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland. It
should be noted that none of the shoot-
ers in these tragedies was an undocu-
mented immigrant. They were all
American citizens born in the United
States.

 “It is for the aforementioned rea-
sons that I plan to introduce a reso-
lution urging the president to de-
clare gun violence a national emer-
gency.”

Coleman Calls Trump’s
Nat. Emergency ‘Misguided’

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Follow-
ing reports that President Donald Trump
may declare a national emergency in
order to build a border wall at the U.S.-
Mexico border, Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th, Tren-
ton) issued the following statement:

“To declare a state of emergency to
build this misguided, hate-fueled,
wasteful, inefficient and ineffective
monument to his own personal ego is,
at the same time, one of the most
flagrantly lawless and inherently
Trump-ian things this President could
attempt.

“Everyone – me, Congress, the
American people – know there is no
emergency, and there’s no need for

the wall — it’s why the public won’t
support it and why his own party has
balked at paying for it. I also know
just how ridiculous and hypocritical
his lies about immigrants and the
border are because I had the plea-
sure of spending the day with his
former employee, Victorina Morales,
last week.

“His own organization took it upon
themselves to hire and aid undocu-
mented workers in getting phony pa-
perwork. Now, according to the Presi-
dent, they’re suddenly a pariah and a
threat. If the President declares a na-
tional emergency, it will be a blatant
attack on the rule of law and Congress
must take him to task for it.”


