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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sweeney Won’t Post Bill to
Lower Public Worker Costs

Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) has said  he would
not schedule Senate Bill No. 2606 for
a vote, according to a njbiz.com re-
port. The legislation would eliminate
Chapter 78, signed by former Gover-
nor Chris Christie in 2011, that re-
quires public employees and retirees
to field a larger share of their health
care premiums. “Those premiums are
phased in during a multi-year period
and depend on the participant’s in-
come level,” according to the report.

“I will not post the bill for a vote
because the taxpayers of New Jersey
deserve the major structural reforms
needed to fix the fiscal crisis,” Sen.
Sweeney said in a statement isuued to
njbiz.com. “They cannot afford it and
public employees won’t realize any
lasting benefits.”

Christie Touts Wife As
’20 Candidate for Congress

Former Governor Chris Christie is
touting his wife, Mary Pat Christie, as
a potential challenger to freshman
Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill (D-
11th, Montclair) in New Jersey’s 11th
Congressional district next year, ac-
cording to a New Jersey Globe report.

“Listen, the state would be incred-
ibly lucky if Mary Pat Christie would
run for office,” Mr. Christie said, ac-
cording to the report. “I’ve been try-
ing to convince her that maybe she
should run for Congress. I think she
would be fabulous.” The comments
were made during Mr. Christie’s book
signing at The Eagleton Institute of
Politics at Rutgers University.

Van Drew Hopes Trump’s
Bipartisanship Is Genuine

Congressman Jeff Van Drew (D-
2nd, Cape May) released the follow-
ing statement in response to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s State of the
Union Address on February 5:

 “I do hope President Trump’s calls
for bipartisanship are genuine, and I
also hope he takes the actions needed
to unify the country. I have always
said that bipartisanship is the only
way to move our country forward and
get past the political gridlock. The
State of the Union was well done this
year. You could feel the energy from
both sides of the aisle. I hope our
government can carry that energy for-
ward to work together on the issues
that face our country. The people of
South Jersey are counting on me. The
people of America are counting on us.”

Murphy to Vote For Permanent
Fracking Ban for Delaware River

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy
has announced that he will cast a vote
as the chairman of the Delaware River
Basin Commission (DRBC) in sup-
port of a watershed-wide permanent
ban on fracking and its associated
activities, including a ban of waste-
water storage, processing and dis-
charges in the Basin, and a ban on
water exports from the watershed to
fuel fracking elsewhere.

“New Jersey is reversing course
(from the Christie Administration),”
Gov. Murphy said at a press confer-
ence on the banks of the Delaware in
Phillipsburg, according to a
northjersey.com report. “Fracking
puts our health and safety and the
health and safety of our environment
in our communities at risk. It is a
direct threat to our water and runs
counter to our values.”

Monmouth Poll: Only 4 in 10
Favor Second Term for Trump
In the run-up to 2020, fewer than

four in 10 voters back a second term for
President Donald Trump, a new
Monmouth University Poll finds a siz-
able number of Republican voters who
would like to see Mr. Trump face a
Primary challenge, but few would actu-
ally vote against him. On the Demo-
cratic side, voters say that they want a
nominee who can defeat the President,
even if it means selecting someone they
don’t quite agree with on the issues.

Just under four-in-10 registered
voters (38 percent) say that Mr. Trump
should be re-elected in 2020. A ma-
jority (57 percent) say it is time for
someone new in the Oval Office.

According to the poll, among a pos-
sible field of 19 announced and poten-
tial contenders, former Vice-President
Joe Biden currently has the support of
29 percent of Democratic voters, fol-
lowed by 16 percent for Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders and 11 percent for
California Sen. Kamala Harris fol-
lowed by Massachusetts Sen. Eliza-
beth Warren (8 percent), former Texas
Congressman Beto O’Rourke (7 per-
cent), former New York Mayor Mike
Bloomberg (4 percent), New Jersey
Sen. Cory Booker (4 percent), and
Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar (2
percent). The other 11 candidates asked
about in the survey receive support
from no more than 1 percent of Demo-
cratic voters at this time.

EAGLE SCOUT ETHAN HOM... Scoutmaster Eric Deutchman delivers the
Eagle Scout oath to Eagle candidate Ethan Hom of Westfield at his Eagle Scout
Court of Honor on February 11. Ethan’s Eagle Project was the construction,
placement and loading of four heavy-duty shelves for the Westfield High School
Theater Department.

Quattrocchi to Enter Race
For Dist. 22 Assembly Seat

REGION — Former Garwood
Mayor Quattrocchi has announced
her candidacy for state Assembly in
the 22nd Legislative District.

Ms. Quattrocchi attended last
week’s Union County Republican
Committee annual Lincoln Day cel-
ebration at Gran Centurions in
Clark. Festivities included the pre-
sentation of awards recognizing
elected officials past and present
and outstanding volunteers for their
service. Also in attendance were
Assembly members Jon Bramnick
of Westfield and Nancy Munoz of
Summit, both seeking reelection rep-
resenting the 21st Assembly Dis-
trict.

District 22 includes the Union
County towns of Clark, Fanwood,
Linden, Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch
Plains, and Winfield as well as two
towns each in Somerset and
Middlesex counties. Now residing in
Clark, Ms. Quattrocchi held the
elected office of Mayor of Garwood
from January of 2011 through De-
cember of 2014. She has also served
as a Union County Republican State
Committeewoman, a Garwood coun-
cilwoman and Union County Domes-
tic Violence Crisis Intervention Team
Leader.

Ms. Quattrocchi said she is looking
forward to meeting residents of the

22nd District in the coming months to
discuss educational issues, telecom-
munication and tax problems in New
Jersey. She says that the current
Murphy administration is not think-
ing of what the residents can afford
when they endeavor the raise cash to
support their programs.

“The rain tax is an example of an
outrageous plan that will have an un-
fair ‘drizzle down’ effect draining the
little guys pocketbooks,” she says.

Patricia Quattrocchi

SAGE Prepares for 2019
March for Meals

SUMMIT – City officials and mem-
bers of community organizations are
invited to join SAGE Eldercare in
March as it participates in the 17th
annual March for Meals – a month-
long, nationwide coming together of
local community organizations, busi-
nesses, government officials and car-
ing individuals to ensure that
homebound and vulnerable older
adults are not forgotten.

Participants have included State
Senator Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), Summit Mayor Nora
Radest, police chiefs from Summit, New
Providence, Berkeley Heights, Spring-
field and Mountainside and local gov-
ernment officials and volunteers.

Established in 1966, SAGE’s Meals
on Wheels is the oldest continuously
run home delivery meal program in
New Jersey. In 2018, approximately
300 volunteers delivered more than
47,000 meals to 232 people in Union
County (Berkeley Heights,

Mountainside, New Providence,
Springfield, and Summit), Essex County
(Millburn and Short Hills), and Morris
County (Chatham and Madison).

“The services that we provide older
adults in our area are critical; it’s not just
a warm meal, but also a friendly visit,
sometimes the only human contact a
person gets the whole day,” said Marianne
Kranz, SAGE director of Meals on
Wheels. “Together, we can keep older
adults living independently, healthier at
home and feeling more connected to
their community as they age.”

For more information about par-
ticipating in March for Meals, con-
tact Ms. Kranz at (908) 598-5514 or
email: mkranz@sageeldercare.org.
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Eagle Scout Court of Honor
Held for Ethan Hom

WESTFIELD — Eagle Scout can-
didate Ethan Hom, of Troop 273, a
senior at Westfield High School, cel-
ebrated becoming an Eagle Scout at
his Eagle Court of Honor on Febru-
ary 11 in front of an enthusiastic
crowd of 60 scouts, adult scout lead-
ers, family members, friends and
neighbors at Jefferson Elementary
School. The speakers included the
Troop Committee Chair and Ethan’s
dad Ed Hom, Unit Leader Stan
Krieger, Scoutmaster Eric
Deutchman, Master of Ceremonies
Alan Devitt, and Ethan.

Ethan’s Eagle Scout project was
the construction, placement and load-
ing of four heavy-duty shelves for the
Westfield High School Theater De-
partment in October.

Ed Hom spoke about how the scout-
ing model led to continuous opportu-
nities for leadership and growth. He
told a story about how Ethan, when he
was 12 and leading a group of 11-
year-old scouts in an Adirondack,
called the group to order by saying,
“First Years! Everyone in this
Adirondack has to pull his own weight
because your mom isn’t here to pull it
for you. And if you can’t pull your
own weight, then get the bleep out of
this Adirondack.”

Mr. Krieger talked about the re-
turn on investment for the future
Eagle Scouts in the room being 1,000
times greater than the investment.
He spoke about the Eagle Scouts he
knew from his Scout days now doing
great things with their lives and ca-
reers.

Scoutmaster Deutchman, an Eagle
Scout for 50 years, delivered the Eagle
Charge to Ethan, including the oath,
“On my honor I will do my best, to
make my training an example, to make
my rank and my influence, count
strongly for better scouting, and to be
a better citizen.” He also read a letter

from Mayor Shelley Brindle to Ethan,
which read in part, “All of your ef-
forts that culminated in this outstand-
ing achievement will undoubtedly
lead to other successes and accom-
plishments throughout your life.”

Mr. Devitt talked about the Homs
being at every trip, and how much fun
it was to have Ethan on the trips, and
how the entire time he was in the
troop Ethan was a kid and an adult.

“Ethan would make his own sling-
shots, but he only used them for fun,
not for mischief,” Mr. Devitt said.

One of the special moments of the
night occurred when Ethan presented
the Eagle Advisor pin to Scoutmaster
Deutchman.

Ethan talked about how his
Scoutmaster made the troop the
special place that it is, how on
many occasions Scoutmaster
Deutchman stopped by his house
to sign a blue card or speak to his
father and ended up staying for a
couple of hours.

Ethan capped the night by thanking
the many people who helped him in
his scouting experience.

“Many people have asked me the
most important things I have learned
from scouting. This question always
threw me off because I have learned
so many things through scouting that
I would never had learned anywhere
else. From how to light road flares on
the side of the highway, sink kayaks,
start fires with bug spray, (and) lead
troop meetings. Scouting has taught
me how to lead, fail, communicate,
and learn about the outdoors,” Ethan
said.

Ethan and the troop would like to
thank Gino at Home Depot of
Garwood, Westfield Lumber and
Home Center, Bartell’s Farm and
Garden Supply, and Hershey’s Subs
and Deli for supporting his Eagle
Scout project.
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