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Affordable-Housing Group
Wants to Lobby Legislators

Freeholders Honor Retiring
Employees Yuska, Avery

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s newly-formed affordable-
housing advisory committee plans a
three-pronged effort to influence state
legislators about what township offi-
cials feel is excessive affordable-hous-
ing mandates that have been imposed
on municipalities by courts in recent
years.

At the committee’s second meeting
held last Wednesday, Deputy Mayor
Joshua Losardo, the group’s vice-
chairman, outlined some of the
committee’s initial goals, which were
put together after consultations with
its two dozen members. The first is to
boost public awareness of how af-
fordable housing is being imple-
mented in New Jersey. In Scotch
Plains’ case, a court settlement with
developers will result in some 450
affordable-housing units, along with
about 2,500 market-rate housing units,
being built over the next six years.

Mayor Alexander Smith said he
wants to make certain that residents
and legislators know that, “we’re for
[affordable housing], but want a rea-
sonable process” for putting it into
place. Mr. Losardo agreed, saying
that both political parties “agree
there’s a place for affordable hous-
ing; we want to get state legislators to
focus on this.”

A second aim of the committee will
be to educate the public about the
issue, with a focus on the environ-
mental and infrastructure impacts of
more housing as well as the impacts
on the township’s first responders.
The third will be to develop an action
plan that will include contacting and
lobbying state legislators to enact a
legislative solution that is “more town-
specific” instead of a “one-size-fits-
all” remedy that is being imposed by
the courts, Mr. Losardo said.

Three subcommittees will be
formed to work on each of the goals,
which will be announced at the
committee’s next meeting on Wednes-
day, March 13.

Mayor Smith said he remains un-
sure of when all the new housing —
which is slated for the downtown, the
Bowcraft Amusement Park, the
former Parker Gardens site and sev-
eral other smaller properties — will
actually be built. He pointed out that
the Bowcraft site has been earmarked
for housing for 20 years, adding, “I’ll
believe it when I see a shovel going
into the ground.”

He said the chances of rolling back
the township’s current housing obli-
gations are “very slim,” but said his
goal is to “try to impact” the next
round of housing obligations so “next
time, we don’t wind up with another
450” affordable-housing units.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders bid farewell last Thurs-
day to two long-time employees.

Michael Yuska, director of the De-
partment of Administrative Services,
has been employed by the county
since August of 1999, when he was
hired for a position in the purchasing
department. He had previously been
a sales and inventory manager at a
family-run business, A-1 Machine &
Tool.

Mr. Yuska was promoted to direc-
tor of the Division of Purchasing in
2001. The division handles some 150-
plus annual public bids and over
17,000 annual purchase orders, “to
assure that the expenditure of tax
monies is expedited in a lawful and
economical manner,” according to
his LinkedIn page.

He became director of administra-
tive services in May of 2016 after
serving for several months as acting
director. The department includes the
divisions of motor vehicles, person-
nel and labor relations, purchasing,
asset management and labor compli-
ance.

Mr. Yuska is relocating to Texas
after having recently been married.

“It’s always been my honor to serve
here. I really felt like I was making a
difference to the taxpayer, and you
can’t ask for more than that in a job,”
he told the freeholders after they pre-
sented him with a ceremonial resolu-
tion.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said Mr.
Yuska always provided answers to
freeholder questions with “no fluff;
he gives it to you as it is.”

He said Mr. Yuska “made up a team
of individuals who are very knowl-
edgeable and committed to the bet-
terment of our taxpayers, which is so
critical when it comes to purchas-
ing.”

The board also approved a resolu-
tion for Wayne Avery on his retire-
ment after 16 years with the county.
He had served as assistant director of
public information. He also has served
as the play-by-play announcer for
Kean University athletics and as as-
sistant athletic director at St. Mary’s
High School in Elizabeth. He previ-

ously served as the Elizabeth recre-
ation supervisor for nearly 39 years,
according to his LinkedIn account.

Mr. Avery started his career as a
sports director at WJDM Radio in
Elizabeth and later with Cablevision.

During Freeholder comments and
reports, Freeholder Chris Hudak
praised Governor Phil Murphy’s sign-
ing of legislation that raises New
Jersey’s minimum wage to $15 by
2024.

“They (Governor and legislative
leaders) should all be commended
because this is a great thing. Many
New Jersey residents struggle with
the minimum wage as it currently is,
and I think it is not simply as it has
been portrayed as some sort of gift to
people,” Mr. Hudak said. He said it
is, “very hard to exist in this state and
this part of the country for less money.”

Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded encouraged county residents
to attend one of the training sessions
for the county’s new voting machines
being rolled out this election season.

“They’re really great machines.
They are easy to use and efficient. I
do recommend doing a test run,” she
said, noting they are on display at the
Colleen Fraser building on North
Avenue in Westfield as well as the
Union County Courthouse.

“The tutorial is really fast and it’s
important because it is an easy ma-
chine but if you haven’t been used to
doing it, it would benefit you to do the
test run,” Freeholder Palmieri-
Mouded said.

Freeholder Estrada, speaking re-
garding the one-year anniversary of
the mass shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Fla., said “Florida itself”
has done “minimal” to stiffen gun
laws such as background checks.

“But we still, as a country, need to
come together and find some solution
to minimize the loss of  individuals
(to mass shootings),” Freeholder
Estrada said.

The board approved the appoint-
ments of Garwood Councilman
Russell Graham and Mountainside
Councilman Robert W. Messler and
Borough Engineer Michael Disko, Jr.
to the Union County Transportation
Advisory Board.

Towns at Different Stages
Of Revaluation Process
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Towns throughout the
region are either in the middle of the
revaluation process of properties or
preparing for the process.

Fourteen Union County towns, and
32 towns across New Jersey, were
identified as in need of updated prop-
erty revaluations. The state has con-
centrated on towns that have not gone
through the process in 25 years or
more. State law requires towns to
conduct revaluations every 10 years.
Westfield, Fanwood, Garwood,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside each
has not gone through the process in
over 30 years.

Westfield is far along in the pro-
cess. Property revaluation letters have
been mailed and the informal hearing
process is open for appointments un-
til the end of February.

Residents will receive letters from
the town’s tax assessor certifying the
tax records with Union County by the
end of March, according to the town’s
website. The appeals process will
begin at the Union County level in
early March. The deadline to file an
appeal with the Union County Board
of Taxation is Wednesday, May 1.

The revaluation process is being
conducted by Realty Appraisal Com-
pany out of West New York, N.J., one
of six companies approved by the
state to conduct the revaluations. Only
one other company listed on the state
website is located in North Jersey,
Appraisal Systems, Inc., out of
Morristown. Realty Appraisal also
has been hired by Fanwood and
Garwood to handle their revaluations.
Mountainside has contracted with
Appraisal Systems, Inc.

Westfield will establish the esti-
mated tax rate in June as it awaits the
certified rates from the state and
county. Estimated property-tax bills,
due Thursday, August 1, will be
mailed out in late June. The munici-
pal tax rate will be certified by July
following the state and county tax
rates.

The town will mail final property-
tax bills by Monday, September 30,
after receiving the final tax rate certi-
fication from the state and the county.

“It’s important to remember that the
purpose of a revaluation is to spread
the tax burden more equitably among
all property owners, based on current
market-rate property values,” said
Mayor Shelley Brindle in a press re-
lease issued in January of 2018. “While
these new appraisals represent a key
step in the completion of the process,
we’d like to remind everyone that in-
creases in their appraisals do not nec-
essarily mean a similar increase in
their property taxes. In fact, the expec-
tation is that there will be both in-
creases and decreases. The other piece
of the formula in calculating property
taxes is the tax rate, which is typically
not established until mid-year, after it
is certified by the county.”

The last revaluation in Fanwood
was done 32 years ago, according to
the borough’s website.

“New tax maps for the borough are
currently being reviewed by the State

of New Jersey. Once approved, the
revaluation of properties will begin,”
according to the website. “The new
assessments must be completed by
October 1, 2019 and in place for the
2020 tax levy.”

“Typically, a revaluation will result
in an increase of property assessment
(value), but it does not mean that all
property taxes will increase. A com-
mon misconception is that a revalua-
tion is done just to increase property
taxes. Property taxes are determined
by the municipal, county and local
school district budgets. If these bud-
gets increase, but state aid does not,
local property taxes will go up.

“Since market conditions change
and assessments rarely change over
time, the relationship between assess-
ments and market values become more
distant and must be brought into line,”
according to the Fanwood website.

Garwood will be conducting a com-
plete revaluation of all properties ef-
fective for the tax year 2020, accord-
ing to the borough’s website.

“The revaluation is a court order
from the Union County Board of Taxa-
tion and is approved by the director of
the Division of Taxation,” according
to the Garwood website.

Realty Appraisal was scheduled to
hold a public forum for Garwood
residents on Wednesday, February 20,
at 7 p.m., at Lincoln School, after this
newspaper’s press deadline.

Mountainside hired Appraisal Sys-
tems, Inc. at its December borough
council meeting. Scotch Plains’ re-
valuation will be done in 2021.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said in his annual address at
the January 8 reorganization meeting
that the appraisal company will pro-
vide a “comprehensive public pre-
sentation about all aspects of the re-
valuation and will answer any resi-
dent questions.”

“Once the date, time, and location
are finalized, we’ll make sure every-
one knows about it well in advance,”
the mayor said.

Courtesy of Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
ANOTHER DEMOLITION...A house on Scutter Road in Westfield has been
demolished. To make room for a new home, many mature trees were cut down.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS SWORN IN...Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in
three new recruits to the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department. They are, pictured
left to right, Nick Tripodi, Adam Miksis and Dante Clausen. Chief John Piccola,
far right, looks on, as does Councilwoman Trisha Walsh. The trio will be in the
next class at the Union County Fire Academy.

ent business” now than when he first
started out, Mr. Natic said. “We had a
good retail business in the 1970s and
1980s,” he recalled. “There were no
music centers, no Amazon.” He re-
members plenty of musicians coming
to the store for their equipment.
“We’ve always been a mom-and-pop
store. Nowadays, we’re predomi-
nantly a teaching studio” in addition
to servicing instruments and offering
plenty of sheet music and instruc-
tional books.

The secret to his success? “An in-
credible amount of hard work,” Mr.
Natic said. He’ll turn 74 in May, and
“there’s no way I’d do it again this
way.” Up until the mid-1980s, he said
he would supplement his family’s in-
come by playing club dates, wed-

dings, bar mitzvahs and the like, so
much so that he joked, “I have very
little recollection of my 30s and 40s.”
Even his children recall him being
away a good deal of the time back
then, he added.

The late Pat DiNizio, a Scotch
Plains native and leader of The
Smithereens, was a long-time cus-
tomer and friend, Mr. Natic said. Marc
Shaiman, a former student at the
Music Center, went on to compose
music for movies, television and the-
ater and won a Grammy, an Emmy
and a Tony and has been nominated
for seven Oscars.

Mr. Natic says he has vague plans
to retire at some point, but right now,
“there’s no timetable. I have too many
things going on.”
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Music Ctr. 50th Anniversary

Candlelight Vigil to Be
Held for Ms. Crilly on Sat.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council began its began its Tuesday
meeting with an invocation in the
memory of Meghan Crilly, a second-
grade teacher at the Deerfield El-
ementary School who was the victim
of a hit and run in Linden on January
20. A candlelight vigil in honor of Ms.
Crilly will be held this Saturday, Feb-
ruary 23, at 5 p.m. The location of the
vigil is dependent on the condition of
the fields and will be held at either the
Deerfield School or Borough Hall.
The location will be posted on the
community website and the sign in
front of the municipal building.

The council also issued two proc-
lamations. The first honored Lucy
Fromtling as the Mountainside Res-
cue Squad Member of the Year.
The second acknowledged that
March as Youth Art Month and
encouraged all residents to sup-
port art programs in local schools.
The proclamation notes that the
skills developed through art include
problem solving, creativity, and
communication.

The council unanimously voted
in favor of a resolution which would
permit the sale of a borough-owned
lot located at 235 Central Avenue.
The lot is significantly smaller than
the minimum-size required for de-
velopment under the applicable zon-
ing ordinance, according to bor-
ough officials. As a result, it will be
offered for sale to the residents who
own the contiguous properties and
is willing to pay the highest price.
The minimum bid for the lot is
$10,000.

There was a second reading of an
ordinance regarding membership re-
quirements and fees for the
Mountainside Community Pool. All
residents of Berkeley Heights will be
invited to join the Mountainside pool
this summer and will be offered the
resident member rate. Prospective
new members will no longer be re-
quired to obtain a member sponsor
and in response to resident demand a
new category of membership has been
added and is available for two adult
residents from the same home which
will cost $325 a season.

In addition, there was a first read-
ing of an ordinance to authorize a
bond of $625,000 to fund Infra-
structure improvements including
the fourth phase of the storm sewer
upgrade project, pothole repairs,
and paving Barton Drive and Par-
tridge Road. The bond will also
support the purchase of a new sound
and video system for the municipal
courtroom and the replacement of
the entire municipal computer sys-
tem.

During the council comment por-
tion of the meeting, Councilwoman
Deanna Andre acknowledged the
members of Boy Scout Troop 177
who recently held their Court of Honor

to commend the 126 merit badges
and 25 rank advancements and Coun-
cilman Glenn Mortimer urged resi-
dents of all ages to participate in the
many programs offered at the
Mountainside library.

Gary Whyte urged residents who
wish to honor John Cataldo, a long-
time resident who passed away, and
support the University of
Pennsylvania’s research into
Fibrodysplasia Officacans Progrssive
(FOP) by making donations in Mr.
Cataldo’s memory for the purchase
of a robotic work station which will
be used to purify DNA and RNA from
cell samples. FOP is a rare disabling
genetic condition which causes bone
to form in the body’s connective tis-
sues.

In other business, the governing
body voted to approve a raffle appli-
cation from Benjamin Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield, to con-
tribute $300 to Governor Livingston
High School’s Project Graduation,
and to authorize the borough’s fire
department to apply for a New Jer-
sey state Volunteer Fire Assistance
Grant.
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SP Council
with a public hearing and vote set for
Tuesday, April 16. He reported that he
is still “fine-tuning” the numbers for
this year’s spending plan and receiving
feedback from council members as well.

The council also rejected bids for
the Brookside Park playground and
restroom improvements, with Mr.
Mirabella saying all bids received
were “well above” what township
engineers had estimated. He said the
specifications will be tweaked before
new bids are requested.

At the start of the meeting, Fire
Chief John Lestarchick introduced
new officers for his department as
well as a slate of new firefighters.
“We’ve been doing a great job re-
cruiting,” he said before witnessing
the swearing-in of Joseph Rodrigues
and Daniel Biglin as new battalion
chiefs and Dennis Hercel, William
Bowman, Robert Villegas and
Michelle Weinstock as captains.
Samantha Grzywacz, Emily Kilgore,
Joseph Denman, Kyle Sobocinski,
Christian Rosa and Austin Pencinger
also were sworn in as the department’s
newest firefighters.
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Redevelopment
on Route 22. Committee member
Colleen Gialanella called East Sec-
ond Street “the logical next step,”
pointing to its streetscape and its prox-
imity to residents. “What area are
residents more likely to walk to?” she
asked in comparing East Second
Street to Terrill Road.

With the possibility that the town-
ship will be successful in getting state
officials to designate Terrill Road as
a truck route and thus removing truck
traffic from Park Avenue, Police Chief
Ted Conley said that if construction
was taking place simultaneously on
Park Avenue and Terrill Road, the
potential for heavy traffic on both
streets could be problematic. He urged
leaving Terrill Road’s redevelopment
until after trucks and the public get
used to having larger vehicles on that
road instead of starting a major project
immediately.

UPGRADING FRAZEE HOUSE....The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House committee will present an update regarding the Frazee House restoration
on Thursday, February 28, from 6 to 9 p.m. The presentation will be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at 820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains. The
community is invited to attend.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE HOUSING...A three-story, mixed-use development consisting of 24 apart-
ments and  a restaurant is in the midst of being built at 115 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.
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