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Congratulations to the Top 10 Sales Associates for January!
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Berg

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY...Greg Natic, owner of Scotch Plains Music
Center, is marking 50 years of running "the biggest little music store in New
Jersey.”

Next Redevelopment Phase
To Focus on E. 2nd St.
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The down-
town redevelopment committee’s
decision to designate the East Second
Street corridor — instead of Terrill
Road — as the next phase of redevel-
opment reflected members’ belief that
the half-mile strip is a logical next
step after the redevelopment of the
central business district.

At its meeting last Wednesday, the
committee voted 11 to 3 to designate
East Second Street, which contains
49 properties spread over a nearly
nine-acre area, for redevelopment and
to ask the township council to autho-
rize the planning board to look into
whether the street meets the criteria
to be tagged as an Area in Need of
Redevelopment. The committee also
will include the 1.7-acre lot formerly
occupied by the Jade Isle restaurant
as part of this phase of redevelop-
ment even though the property is in-
cluded in the Terrill Road phase.

Mayor Alexander Smith, backed
by a majority of committee members
including Deputy Mayor Joshua
Losardo, also requested that the coun-
cil be empowered to invoke eminent
domain on East Second Street, if nec-
essary. He reiterated what he has said
numerous times over the past two
years that eminent domain was to be
used “only in extreme situations,”
pointing to a potential situation where
many property owners are resisting
selling their lots and developers are
pushing to start their projects.

The committee’s time frame for
evaluating the remaining six phases
of the broader downtown area was
quickened by a December court or-
der that called on the township to
examine those remaining phases of
the downtown redevelopment plan
and identify additional properties
where higher-density housing units

could be built and to have plans in
place by the middle of next year.
Developers’ proposals for the rede-
velopment of the first phase, centered
on the central business district, cur-
rently are being evaluated by town-
ship professionals.

The second phase, which runs along
Park Avenue from Front Street to
Route 22, is dominated by the Snuffy’s
Pantagis property, which has already
been declared an Area in Need of
Redevelopment and may be devel-
oped into a transit hub that would
serve NJ Transit bus commuters and
also include housing and commercial
buildings.

The East Second Street corridor is
slated for housing density of 15 units
per acre, according to professional
planner Katherine O’Kane of Harbor
Consultants, which would mean 131
new housing units on the street, with
26 of them being tagged as affordable
units. The 10-acre Terrill Road corri-
dor between the Watchung border to
the north and the Fanwood border to
the south contains 28 properties.
Mayor Smith said several of the busi-
nesses on Terrill Road are, in contrast
to East Second Street, relatively new
and owned by national or regional
chains, including an auto parts store,
an auto-service center and an Italian
ice restaurant, and he wondered what
incentive those owners would have to
sell their properties to a developer.

Township Redevelopment Coordi-
nator Thomas Strowe said there are
more properties and businesses on
East Second Street than on Terrill
Road and called East Second Street a
“more walkable” thoroughfare that
has “lots of potential.” He did con-
cede that the Terrill Road corridor
could benefit from the soon-to-open
movie theater and shopping center at
the former Sears Roebuck properties
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Downtown Music Store
Marks 50 Years In Business

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – What’s been
described as “the biggest little music
store in New Jersey” is marking its
50th anniversary this year, and Greg
Natic, owner of the Scotch Plains
Music Center, says he is looking for-
ward to continuing to teach the next
generation of musicians.

Mr. Natic was honored earlier this
month by the township council for his
five decades in business on Park Av-
enue. Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Natic, a jazz
pianist himself, described the circui-
tous route that led him to Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains. Prior to 1969, Mr.
Natic, who grew up in Kearny, led a
jazz trio that traveled throughout the
United States, Canada and South
America and also performed for
Broadway shows.

He recalled that while on the road
in the latter 1960s, several opportu-
nities fell through just as he and his
wife, Mary Ellen, were starting a
family. He eventually contacted a
friend who lived in Scotch Plains
who, after hearing what was going

on with Mr. Natic, urged him to
come to Scotch Plains. Mr. Natic
told The Times his plan was to get the
music store up and running for four
years and then let his wife run it
while he resumed his pursuit of a
music career. Instead, “50 years later,
here I am.”

Back in the store’s early days, Mr.
Natic recalls a downtown business
district different from today. He ticked
off a list of shops — ranging from an
appliance center, a hardware store, a
children’s shoe store — that are long
gone — as is the old municipal build-
ing that was situated where the mu-
nicipal parking lot is now located.
“We had a pretty good retail center,”
he said. He said he has a photograph
from the early 1970s of his young son
walking down Park Avenue to Wallis
Stationery, one of the few downtown
establishments from yesteryear —
besides John’s Meat Market — that is
still in business.

After 35 years at 409 Park Avenue,
the business expanded in 2003 to its
present location directly across from
the municipal building. “It’s a differ-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAMMA MIA!...The Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of Mamma Mia! runs through March 2, Fridays and
Saturdays, at 8 p.m., and Sunday, at 2 p.m. The theater is located at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRE DEPARTMENT MILESTONE...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith
swears in two new fire department battalion chiefs – Joseph Rodrigues and Daniel
Biglin – at this week's township council meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Council Okays East Second Street
Redevelopment Investigation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday voted to au-
thorize the planning board to under-
take a study into whether the East
Second Street corridor meets the cri-
teria to be designated as an Area in
Need of Redevelopment.

The council’s action follows the
downtown redevelopment
committee’s decision last week to
designate the East Second Street cor-
ridor — instead of Terrill Road — as
the next phase of redevelopment.
Thomas Strowe, the township’s rede-
velopment coordinator, explained at
Tuesday’s meeting that redevelop-

ment plans will be moving faster than
anticipated thanks to a December
court order requesting the township
examine the remaining six phases of
the downtown redevelopment plan
and identify additional properties
where higher-density housing units
could be built. Those plans must be in
place by the end of June 2020.

Developers’ proposals for the re-
development of the first phase, cen-
tered on the central business district,
currently are being evaluated by town-
ship professionals. Mr. Strowe said
the Terrill Road property where the
former Jade Isle restaurant is located
also will be part of the next phase of
redevelopment.

After the planning board completes
its investigation of the 49 East Second
Street properties, it will send its report
and recommendations to the council,
which could adopt the planning board
report and then ask the downtown
redevelopment committee to finalize
a formal plan for any affected proper-
ties, much the same process as was
followed in the first phase. Mayor
Alexander Smith also requested that
the council be empowered to invoke
eminent domain on East Second Street,
if necessary. His position was sup-
ported by Deputy Mayor Joshua
Losardo, who said that while the rami-
fications of eminent domain are well
understood, its inclusion in a redevel-
opment plan gives the township “le-
verage” as the process moves forward.

In a related move, an ordinance
setting out the redevelopment plan for
a nearly three-acre parcel of property
on Jerusalem Road was introduced on
Tuesday. The development will con-
sist of 18 apartment units in a three-
story building, two stacked townhomes
and 25 townhouse units. A detailed
presentation and a public hearing on
the ordinance will be held at the
council’s Tuesday, March 5 meeting.

In other business, the council also
introduced an ordinance setting out
sewer utility rates for this year. A
public hearing will be held on March
5. After a brief presentation by the
Senior Citizen Housing Corporation’s
Mike Michalisin and Kenneth Shatten,
the council gave its approval to the
facility’s 2019 budget. The council
also approved a special use permit for
the St. Patrick’s Day event co-spon-
sored by the Darby Road restaurant
and the local police athletic league,
taking place March 15, 16 and 17.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
said the 2019 township budget is ex-
pected to be introduced next month,

Fanwood Council Honors Judge,
Swears In Three Firefighters

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Heartfelt and sin-
cere thanks were given during
Tuesday’s regular borough council
meeting to Judge Leland McGee, a
longtime Fanwood resident, for his
10 years of service on the board of
Social Justice Matters. Judge
McGee, who was named Volunteer
of the Month, received a framed
charcoal drawing of the borough’s

train station in recognition of his
service, which is a customary prac-
tice for the governing body of
Fanwood.

Mayor Colleen Mahr thanked
Judge McGee on behalf of the entire
governing body and acknowledged
the hard work and dedication dem-
onstrated by Judge McGee and the
other members of Social Justice
Matters, a Fanwood-Scotch Plains
community group that has facilitated
dialogue following incidents of dis-
crimination in the community. She
thanked him for all the various pro-
grams, lectures and prayer services
held by the group over the past de-
cade. In addition, she noted that the
most recent Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Ser-
vice, held January 21, was a very
successful event, in which the group
had an integral part.

Upon accepting the honor, Judge
McGee said that he was proud to be
part of such a group and that it began
in 2009 after local residents received
some hate mail. He stated that he and
other members of the community
formed the group in an effort to bring
positive change to the community. It
was created to help battle racism and
all forms of discrimination against
people for their ethnicity or religious
beliefs. He noted that there are repre-
sentatives from the Scotch Plains and

Fanwood municipal governments, as
well as school administrators and rep-
resentatives from the local
ministerium.

In other business, three current
members of the borough’s rescue
squad were sworn in as new mem-
bers of Fanwood’s Fire Department.
Fanwood Fire Chief John Piccola
stood with the three new firefighters,
Nicholas Tripodi, Adam Miksis and
Dante Clausen, as Mayor Mahr
swore them in and thanked them for
their continued service to the bor-
ough.

Councilwoman Patricia Walsh, who
is the council liaison to the Fanwood
Fire Department, noted that the de-
partment received 19 calls during the
month of January. She added that one
was a joint call to a house fire in
Scotch Plains but that there were no
injuries.

Additionally, it was noted that Bor-
ough Historian Joe Nagy, a Fanwood
resident for more than 50 years and a
longtime volunteer, just celebrated his
96th birthday. Last year, Mr. Nagy was
given an honorary “Key to the City” for
all his volunteerism to the borough. Mr.
Nagy also is credited with helping to
start TV35, the local Fanwood station.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, March
4, at 7 p.m., in Borough Hall, located
at 75 North Martine Avenue.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
ADVOCATE FOR JUSTICE...Judge Leland McGee, a longtime Fanwood resi-
dent, at podium, is honored as Volunteer of the Month Tuesday by the borough’s
governing body. He was recognized for his active role with Social Justice Matters.
Pictured at right are Mayor Colleen Mahr and Councilman Anthony Carter.
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