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DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MORE HOUSING...At 115 Walnut Avenue in Cranford, a three-story, mixed-use
development consisting of 24 residential apartments on the second and third
floors, and zoned for a restaurant on the ground level, is in the midst of being built.
It is being erected a block away from the train station and the mixed-use
development Riverfront at Cranford Station.
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Apartments
convert the building’s second floor
for residential use.

Resident Maureen DeFalco, who
lives near proposed project, said “sur-
rounding residents should not bear
the burden of someone’s investment
not working out.” Ms. DeFalco said
the board should consider resident
concerns such as “noise increases,
traffic increases, and an overall de-
crease to public safety” with more
residences.

Ms. DeFalco stated that “short-term
residents or temporary residents have
less stake” in the community.

Mr. Schmidt said the board of ad-
justment “exists” to grant variances
to properties on specific conditions.
He said the developer is “keeping the
building consistent” with the existing
structure and has scaled back the
project’s density several times.

Mr. Sontz said it was important to
allow the planning board to rezone
districts within the town.

“If the 0-1 zone has become obso-
lete” it is the planning board’s job to
designate the zone’s purpose or pa-
rameters, stated Mr. Sontz.

Mr. Sontz said the board of adjust-
ment is charged with granting vari-
ances, but “not changing a zone
through variance.”

ner at Westfield Wealth Management.
He has more than 30 years of experi-
ence in accounting, tax preparation
and financial planning.

Mr. Christakos described how the
DWC achieves this goal of prudent
spending. “The next step is each
committee is going to do a deep
examination of their funds to see
how the funds can be best utilized to
achieve their goals, and it’s going to
incorporate a multi-step process.
We’re going to have RFPs (requests
for proposals) for every expendi-
ture, challenging our current spend-
ing and making sure we have the
best purchasing power with what
we have. We’re also going to make
sure that the funds that we are spend-
ing have the best impact by not just
doing things as we have in the past,
but doing things that work best go-
ing forward.

“The example that I gave before
with 50 percent of our funds going to
a specific event is a pretty good
example of what we’re talking
about,” Mr. Christakos said.

In other news, Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle announced the re-
lease of an online survey to obtain
residents’ opinions regarding the re-
vision and implementation of the
town’s Master Plan, a town-wide strat-
egy used to develop Westfield short-
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term and long-term to the benefit of
its residents and its visitors.

The survey includes questions con-
cerning the vision for the town, com-
mercial/mixed-use development,
land use, transportation, safety, park-
ing and downtown economic devel-
opment.

Mayor Brindle expressed her
hopes for the project. “As you may
know, the Master Plan process has
been kicked off. Please, if you can,
share this on social media. The more
people that take the survey the bet-
ter off we will be. A huge piece of
this Master Plan is not only related
to all the land-use elements you
would expect, but also the whole
parking layout, map, pricing strat-
egy, those kind of things, so hope-
fully through this process we can
address that as well.”

The Master Plan survey is located
online at http://publicinput.com/
WestfieldMP. The town also will hold
public meetings regarding the Master
Plan. More information may be found
at http://www.westfieldnj.gov/
futurewestfield.

The DWC’s next board of direc-
tors’ meeting open to the general
public is scheduled for Monday,
March 18, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC
office is located at 105 Elm Street,
on the basement level.

Towns at Different Stages
Of Revaluation Process
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Towns throughout the
region are either in the middle of the
revaluation process of properties or
preparing for the process.

Fourteen Union County towns, and
32 towns across New Jersey, were
identified as in need of updated prop-
erty revaluations. The state has con-
centrated on towns that have not gone
through the process in 25 years or
more. State law requires towns to
conduct revaluations every 10 years.
Westfield, Fanwood, Garwood,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside each
has not gone through the process in
over 30 years.

Westfield is far along in the pro-
cess. Property revaluation letters have
been mailed and the informal hearing
process is open for appointments un-
til the end of February.

Residents will receive letters from
the town’s tax assessor certifying the
tax records with Union County by
the end of March, according to the
town’s website. The appeals process
will begin at the Union County level
in early March. The deadline to file
an appeal with the Union County
Board of Taxation is Wednesday,
May 1.

The revaluation process is being
conducted by Realty Appraisal Com-
pany out of West New York, N.J., one
of six companies approved by the
state to conduct the revaluations. Only
one other company listed on the state
website is located in North Jersey,
Appraisal Systems, Inc., out of
Morristown. Realty Appraisal also
has been hired by Fanwood and
Garwood to handle their revaluations.
Mountainside has contracted with
Appraisal Systems, Inc.

Westfield will establish the esti-
mated tax rate in June as it awaits the
certified rates from the state and
county. Estimated property-tax bills,
due Thursday, August 1, will be mailed
out in late June. The municipal tax
rate will be certified by July follow-
ing the state and county tax rates.

The town will mail final property-
tax bills by Monday, September 30,
after receiving the final tax rate certi-
fication from the state and the county.

“It’s important to remember that
the purpose of a revaluation is to
spread the tax burden more equitably
among all property owners, based on
current market-rate property values,”
said Mayor Shelley Brindle in a press
release issued in January of 2018.
“While these new appraisals repre-
sent a key step in the completion of
the process, we’d like to remind ev-

eryone that increases in their apprais-
als do not necessarily mean a similar
increase in their property taxes. In
fact, the expectation is that there will
be both increases and decreases. The
other piece of the formula in calculat-
ing property taxes is the tax rate,
which is typically not established until
mid-year, after it is certified by the
county.”

The last revaluation in Fanwood
was done 32 years ago, according to
the borough’s website.

“New tax maps for the borough are
currently being reviewed by the State
of New Jersey. Once approved, the
revaluation of properties will begin,”
according to the website. “The new
assessments must be completed by
October 1, 2019 and in place for the
2020 tax levy.”

“Typically, a revaluation will result
in an increase of property assessment
(value), but it does not mean that all
property taxes will increase. A com-
mon misconception is that a revalua-
tion is done just to increase property
taxes. Property taxes are determined
by the municipal, county and local
school district budgets. If these bud-
gets increase, but state aid does not,
local property taxes will go up.

“Since market conditions change
and assessments rarely change over
time, the relationship between assess-
ments and market values become more
distant and must be brought into line,”
according to the Fanwood website.

Garwood will be conducting a com-
plete revaluation of all properties ef-
fective for the tax year 2020, accord-
ing to the borough’s website.

“The revaluation is a court order
from the Union County Board of Taxa-
tion and is approved by the director of
the Division of Taxation,” according
to the Garwood website.

Realty Appraisal was scheduled to
hold a public forum for Garwood
residents on Wednesday, February 20,
at 7 p.m., at Lincoln School, after this
newspaper’s press deadline.

Mountainside hired Appraisal Sys-
tems, Inc. at its December borough
council meeting. Scotch Plains’ re-
valuation will be done in 2021.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said in his annual address at
the January 8 reorganization meeting
that the appraisal company will pro-
vide a “comprehensive public pre-
sentation about all aspects of the re-
valuation and will answer any resi-
dent questions.”

“Once the date, time, and location
are finalized, we’ll make sure every-
one knows about it well in advance,”
the mayor said.

Freeholders Honor Retiring
Employees Yuska, Avery

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders bid farewell last Thurs-
day to two long-time employees.

Michael Yuska, director of the De-
partment of Administrative Services,
has been employed by the county
since August of 1999, when he was
hired for a position in the purchasing
department. He had previously been
a sales and inventory manager at a
family-run business, A-1 Machine &
Tool.

Mr. Yuska was promoted to direc-
tor of the Division of Purchasing in
2001. The division handles some 150-
plus annual public bids and over
17,000 annual purchase orders, “to
assure that the expenditure of tax
monies is expedited in a lawful and
economical manner,” according to
his LinkedIn page.

He became director of administra-
tive services in May of 2016 after
serving for several months as acting
director. The department includes the
divisions of motor vehicles, person-
nel and labor relations, purchasing,
asset management and labor compli-
ance.

Mr. Yuska is relocating to Texas
after having recently been married.

“It’s always been my honor to serve
here. I really felt like I was making a
difference to the taxpayer, and you
can’t ask for more than that in a job,”
he told the freeholders after they pre-
sented him with a ceremonial resolu-
tion.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said Mr.
Yuska always provided answers to
freeholder questions with “no fluff;
he gives it to you as it is.”

He said Mr. Yuska “made up a team
of individuals who are very knowl-
edgeable and committed to the bet-
terment of our taxpayers, which is so
critical when it comes to purchas-
ing.”

The board also approved a resolu-
tion for Wayne Avery on his retire-
ment after 16 years with the county.
He had served as assistant director of
public information. He also has served
as the play-by-play announcer for
Kean University athletics and as as-
sistant athletic director at St. Mary’s
High School in Elizabeth. He previ-

ously served as the Elizabeth recre-
ation supervisor for nearly 39 years,
according to his LinkedIn account.

Mr. Avery started his career as a
sports director at WJDM Radio in
Elizabeth and later with Cablevision.

During Freeholder comments and
reports, Freeholder Chris Hudak
praised Governor Phil Murphy’s sign-
ing of legislation that raises New
Jersey’s minimum wage to $15 by
2024.

“They (Governor and legislative
leaders) should all be commended
because this is a great thing. Many
New Jersey residents struggle with
the minimum wage as it currently is,
and I think it is not simply as it has
been portrayed as some sort of gift to
people,” Mr. Hudak said. He said it
is, “very hard to exist in this state and
this part of the country for less money.”

Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded encouraged county residents
to attend one of the training sessions
for the county’s new voting machines
being rolled out this election season.

“They’re really great machines.
They are easy to use and efficient. I
do recommend doing a test run,” she
said, noting they are on display at the
Colleen Fraser building on North
Avenue in Westfield as well as the
Union County Courthouse.

“The tutorial is really fast and it’s
important because it is an easy ma-
chine but if you haven’t been used to
doing it, it would benefit you to do the
test run,” Freeholder Palmieri-
Mouded said.

Freeholder Estrada, speaking re-
garding the one-year anniversary of
the mass shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Fla., said “Florida itself”
has done “minimal” to stiffen gun
laws such as background checks.

“But we still, as a country, need to
come together and find some solution
to minimize the loss of  individuals
(to mass shootings),” Freeholder
Estrada said.

The board approved the appoint-
ments of Garwood Councilman
Russell Graham and Mountainside
Councilman Robert W. Messler and
Borough Engineer Michael Disko, Jr.
to the Union County Transportation
Advisory Board.

Council Exploring Shared-
Service Agreements

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Council-
man Marc Lazarow said the borough
council’s finance committee is ex-
ploring several shared-services ar-
rangements with neighboring towns
as the 2019 municipal budget takes
shape.

At last Thursday’s council meet-
ing, Mr. Lazarow said the commit-
tee “has been looking at opportu-
nities to improve efficiencies while
continuing to provide top-quality
services,” and has been “openly
discussing” shared-services agree-
ments with Cranford including a
“better deal” between Garwood and
Cranford regarding the building
and permit and construction de-
partment.

He also reported that a similar ar-
rangement for municipal courts is be-
ing discussed with another, unnamed
town.

Mr. Lazarow announced that two
special budget meetings, which will
be open to the public, will be held on
Tuesday, March 12, at 7 p.m., and on
Tuesday, March 26, at 7 p.m.

In a related budget move, Police
Chief James Wright is seeking an
increase in the fees that his depart-
ment can charge utility companies to
have a police vehicle present during
any utility-related road closures. He
noted that surrounding municipali-
ties charge utility companies $100
per day in vehicle fees for any road
closures while Garwood charges $50
per day. The fee increase is expected
to be voted on at the borough
council’s next meeting. Increasing
those fees, Councilman Lazarow
said, will keep the borough’s fees
consistent with neighboring munici-
palities and increase borough rev-
enue.

Mayor Sara Todisco said NJ Tran-
sit will conduct a Garwood Station
assessment regarding more one-seat
rides to New York City for Garwood.
She said she has been working with

the Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alli-
ance, which has been pushing for
more one-seat rides along the Raritan
Valley train corridor.

“The problem of 100-year-old
infrastructure, which was damaged
by Superstorm Sandy, that 200,000
people depend on each day cannot
keep being ignored,” the mayor
said.

She also said that if the much-
discussed and long-delayed Gate-
way Project to create additional
Hudson River train tunnels ever
comes to fruition, train capacity
would double between Newark and
New York City.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said the borough’s
Green Team will apply for a $2,000
Sustainable Jersey grant to fund the
installation of a “rain garden” at the
recreation complex. She described
the rain garden as “a garden of na-
tive shrubs and flowers planted in a
small depression” that is “designed
to hold and soak in rainwater run-
off.”

She said rain gardens provide
benefits by acting as a “natural fil-
ter” for water that is headed to the
sewer system and added that the
park’s entrance will “greatly ben-
efit” from the run-off absorption
process.

Mayor Todisco said the Paperboard
site demolition will result in parts of
North Avenue being temporarily
closed for safety reasons, namely the
remaining building’s proximity to
electric power lines, which makes
demolition with passing vehicular
traffic unsafe.

The borough council last week also
unanimously approved a Union
County Infrastructure grant applica-
tion for $235,000 to assist funding
three projects: $60,000 worth of re-
pairs to the municipal building and
the fire department headquarters and
$175,000 for roadwork on New Street
including repairs to drainage basins,
curbs and paving.

Candlelight Vigil to Be
Held for Ms. Crilly on Sat.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council began its began its
Tuesday meeting with an invocation
in the memory of Meghan Crilly, a
second-grade teacher at the Deerfield
Elementary School who was the vic-
tim of a hit and run in Linden on
January 20. A candlelight vigil in
honor of Ms. Crilly will be held this
Saturday, February 23, at 5 p.m. The
location of the vigil is dependent on
the condition of the fields and will be
held at either the Deerfield School
or Borough Hall. The location will
be posted on the community website
and the sign in front of the municipal
building.

The council also issued two proc-
lamations. The first honored Lucy
Fromtling as the Mountainside Res-
cue Squad Member of the Year. The
second acknowledged that March as
Youth Art Month and encouraged all
residents to support art programs in
local schools. The proclamation notes
that the skills developed through art
include problem solving, creativity,
and communication.

The council unanimously voted in
favor of a resolution which would
permit the sale of a borough-owned lot
located at 235 Central Avenue. The lot
is significantly smaller than the mini-
mum-size required for development
under the applicable zoning ordinance,
according to borough officials. As a
result, it will be offered for sale to the
residents who own the contiguous
properties and is willing to pay the
highest price. The minimum bid for
the lot is $10,000.

There was a second reading of an
ordinance regarding membership re-
quirements and fees for the
Mountainside Community Pool. All
residents of Berkeley Heights will be
invited to join the Mountainside pool
this summer and will be offered the
resident member rate. Prospective
new members will no longer be re-
quired to obtain a member sponsor
and in response to resident demand a
new category of membership has been
added and is available for two adult
residents from the same home which
will cost $325 a season.

In addition, there was a first read-
ing of an ordinance to authorize a
bond of $625,000 to fund Infrastruc-
ture improvements including the
fourth phase of the storm sewer up-
grade project, pothole repairs, and
paving Barton Drive and Partridge
Road. The bond will also support the
purchase of a new sound and video
system for the municipal courtroom
and the replacement of the entire
municipal computer system.

During the council comment por-
tion of the meeting, Councilwoman
Deanna Andre acknowledged the
members of Boy Scout Troop 177
who recently held their Court of Honor
to commend the 126 merit badges
and 25 rank advancements and Coun-
cilman Glenn Mortimer urged resi-
dents of all ages to participate in the
many programs offered at the
Mountainside library.

Gary Whyte urged residents who
wish to honor John Cataldo, a long-
time resident who passed away, and
support the University of
Pennsylvania’s research into
Fibrodysplasia Officacans Progrssive
(FOP) by making donations in Mr.
Cataldo’s memory for the purchase of a
robotic work station which will be used

to purify DNA and RNA from cell
samples. FOP is a rare disabling genetic
condition which causes bone to form in
the body’s connective tissues.

In other business, the governing
body voted to approve a raffle applica-
tion from Benjamin Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield, to contribute
$300 to Governor Livingston High
School’s Project Graduation, and to
authorize the borough’s fire depart-
ment to apply for a New Jersey state
Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant.

in New Jersey have full-day kinder-
garten and most likely the state will
eventually mandate that all the dis-
tricts have it.

“Are we shooting ourselves in the
foot?” she inquired, noting that once
legislation mandates full-day kinder-
garten that the district could be granted
funding.

“Where is the educational proof?”
Ms. Grace further commented that
full-day kindergarten is required.

Resident and former teacher in the
district, Jennifer Glackin, who will
have a child enter kindergarten in
2020, agrees that full-day kindergar-
ten makes for an “easier transition”
into first grade.

Ms. Glackin further commented
that she is “open” to plans that allow
for all students in grades 3 through 5
to be together, as she sees benefits in
the form of increased opportunities
for teachers to meet, an easier time
addressing early-intervention issues
and the opportunity for “having more
eyes on the kids.”

“In order to stay current, Cranford
has to change,” Ms. Glackin com-
mented to The Westfield Leader, and
added that she hopes parents and resi-
dents can “be open to new possibili-
ties.”

to voice opposition and directly op-
pose the legislative measure.

Resident Jim Carvalho said the
planning board awarded no bid con-
tracts to the planning firm Harbor
Consultants. Mr. Carvalho said Har-
bor Consultants was the firm over-
seeing a “condemnation caper” in-
volving the municipality condemn-
ing downtown businesses through
eminent domain. He stated that
Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
who sits on the planning board, re-
ceived campaign contributions from
Harbor Consultants. Without dis-
closing the contributions, he said
Ms. O’Connor, as a commissioner,
voted to award contracts to Harbor
Consultants.

“In the most recent election there
was just one partisan race,” Mr.
Carvalho said.

He said Harbor Consultants made
campaign donations to a “Democratic
partisan” group “working” to elect
Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.

Mr. Carvalho accused the Demo-
cratic majority among the township
commissioners of engaging in “pay-
to-play” after they awarded no bid
contracts to Harbor Consultants. Mr.
Hannen and Ms. Dooley voted on
applications involving Harbor’s ex-
pertise as planning board members.

Commissioner Hannen said he
wanted “to correct the record,” stat-
ing that no money from the local
Democratic organization was used
to finance his most recent cam-
paign.

Resident and honorary member
of the Cranford Police Department,
Raymond K. Schwartz, was recog-
nized by the township committee
before Tuesday’s meeting.
Raymond recently lost his life to a
battle with brain cancer. He was 15
years old and a freshman at Cranford
High School.

Meghan Crilly

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Reimagining


