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Committee Tables Res. on Sale of Myrtle Parcel
the property for development
“has been one-sided and flawed.”

“Only one commissioner has
taken enough interest in the area
to come see this tract of land
from the voting taxpayer’s per-
spective,” Ms. Mayer said.

Ms. Mayer said development
“would push buildings to the back
of the 100-foot lot (the proposed
tract).” On the property line be-
hind the lot is Hory Street, thus
placing any developed structures
“right on top of existing homes,”
Ms. Mayer stated.

In other business, Mayor Giblin
and the township committee will
meet with the board of education
to discuss “a possible revenue
share” between the municipality
and the school district of the
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT), which the township is to
receive from the developer of a
property on Birchwood Avenue.

Mayor Giblin said “the prece-

dent” that has been set both
state-wide and in the surround-
ing communities has been “to
give no money to the school dis-
trict” when it comes to PILOT
agreements. Mayor Giblin said
“the precedent” is something with
which the township committee
does not want to mimic as the
impacts on school districts from
court-imposed housing density
is “understood.”

The revenue share would be
derived from the revenue gener-
ated from the PILOT agreement
that Cranford has negotiated with
the developer, said Mr. Cooper.

In short, the PILOT agreement
states that for a specific time
duration, the municipality is en-
titled to a percentage of total
revenue generated from the de-
velopments, Mr. Cooper said.

A negotiated percentage of the
PILOT agreement revenue ear-
marked for the municipality could

be reallocated for assisting the
school district, stated Commis-
sioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.

Cranford Board of Education
Vice-President Lisa Carbone said
the board of education is pro-
jecting 99 students to enter the
school district because of the
proposed Birchwood Avenue de-
velopment.

Ms. Carbone said the 99-stu-
dent number was projected by a
professional demographer’s re-
port. The projected cost to the
district would exceed $1.3 mil-
lion if the projected number of
students enters the district,
stated Ms. Carbone.

The PILOT agreement would
not go into effect or produce
revenue for the municipality un-
til the project is “substantially
completed,” Mr. Cooper said. He
said “substantially completed” is
a legal term, which is broad in
definition.

The concern amongst board of
education members would be if
students were added to the dis-
trict before the township began
to receive payments from the
developer, thus increasing costs
to the school district before any
revenue can be implemented to
offset costs, stated Ms. Carbone.

“We are aware whatever you
(the municipality) can do for us
will not be enough,” said Ms.
Carbone, discussing the impend-
ing costs new developments
would place on the district.

Ms. Carbone said the board of
education appreciates “the work-
ing” relationship and effort the
township committee has put forth.

Mayor Giblin said the township
committee will meet with the
board of education to discuss con-
struction timelines and expected
student populations. Mayor Giblin
said the township understands
the importance of being able to
define when the “substantial
completion” date will be attained,
as well as understanding neces-
sary revenue needs.

Cranford Begins Review
Of 2019 Municipal Budget

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – On Saturday
morning at town hall, Mayor
Patrick Giblin and the township
committee reviewed 12 sepa-
rate department budgets, all of
which will comprise the 2019
municipal budget. Department
heads discussed their department
2018 budgets while proposing
2019 requests. Town Adminis-
trator Jamie Cryan stated that
municipal leadership is “working
very hard and doing everything
we possibly can” to not have any
tax increases.

Cranford Chief Financial Officer
Lavona Patterson said for the
last several years the average
municipal increase in Cranford
has been $35. Ms. Patterson said
the increase does not include the
board of education or county tax
levies, which factor significantly
more (by percentage of each tax
dollar) into the tax total resi-
dents pay in a given year.

Mr. Cryan said each depart-
ment presented last year’s re-
quests and amount spent. He
said this year the township com-
mittee budget review subcom-
mittee wanted to “be as tight as
possible” with 2019 allocations.

Mr. Cryan stated that a “final-
ized overall budget number” or
“budget totals for each depart-
ment” has not been finalized nor
“tabulated.”

“Total transparency and no fluff
to how money is being spent is
what our goal is when drafting
and approving a final budget,”
Mr. Cryan explained.

When “drafting a budget” the
goal is “to get the most resources
per tax dollar,” explained Mr.
Cryan. He said reviewing each
department line item by line item
creates a “piecemeal” process
where the “mayor and the town-
ship committee” can review how

each tax dollar is benefiting the
department.

Several cost-saving measures
have been discussed regarding
discretionary decisions, stated
Mr. Cryan. However, the budget
committee has to account for
non-discretionary (pre-deter-
mined expenses) such as pre-
negotiated municipal employee
union salary wages.

The engineering department
revenue is $21,000 when only
$2,000 in revenue was forecasted
at last year’s budget meeting,
stated Mr. Cryan.

Police Chief Ryan Greco said
parking enforcement is a munici-
pal revenue source. Mr. Cryan
said the budget committee will
decide whether a part-time park-
ing officer is needed. The current
parking officer does “give out a
lot of tickets,” Chief Greco said.

Township Commissioner Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. said parking
enforcement protects the down-
town experience and is neces-
sary “to a degree.” Commissioner
Hannen said the budget commit-
tee does not want to “hamper or
deter visitors from the down-
town” because tickets are “ag-
gressively given.”

Time frames where leniency
should be appropriate should be
recognized by the parking of-
ficer, stated Mayor Giblin.

Ms. Patterson said “cost-sav-
ing ideas” could include reducing
the sewer bill payments to “once
a year” versus “two separate pay-
ments” which, she said, would
save the municipality $2,000 in
mailing costs.

Under Ms. Patterson’s proposed
measure, businesses would still
pay in two separate installments
as “their bills are much larger
than residents sewer bills,” stated
Ms. Patterson. She said the aver-
age Cranford sewer bill is $200
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Cranford Home Sustains
Uninhabitable After Fire

CRANFORD – Firefighters and
police responded to a residential
house fire on Stratford Terrace on
February 6 after several 9-1-1
callers reported the fire beginning
at 5:37 a.m. Fire units were on
scene by 5:42 an. and encoun-
tered heavy fire conditions from a
single-family home, according to
a police department press release.

The three residents who were
living in the home were able to
safely escape, with one resident
treated at the scene with minor
smoke inhalation, police said. The
fire was brought under control at
6:34 a.m. Fire units from Linden,
Westfield, and Roselle responded
on the second-alarm assignment
and assisted with fire control.
Union County Fire Mutual Aid
coordinators also responded, as
did fire units from Garwood and

Elizabeth who assisted in cover-
ing other calls within the town-
ship during the incident, accord-
ing to the press release.

“The home sustained significant
damage and is currently uninhab-
itable, though the fire was con-
tained to the areas near the point
of origin. At this time, a prelimi-
nary investigation has determined
the cause to be unintentional,”
according to the press release.

The fire department reminds
all residents that the most effec-
tive way to protect themselves
and their families from fire is to
have working smoke and car-
bon-monoxide alarms through-
out their homes, have an escape
plan with two ways out, and regu-
lar fire drills with their family.
Smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms should be tested monthly.


