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Blue Devils Silence Cougars on ‘Senior Day’
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really paying attention. When they
stop paying attention, I cut to the
basket and try to get the rebound. I
always try to catch them off-guard
and figure out where the ball is go-
ing,” Stravach revealed.

Offensively, Stravach scored six
points and dished out four assists.

“Whenever my shots aren’t falling,
which they definitely were not falling
today, I always want to get the re-
bounds. I want to pass it out. I want to
make sure that everyone on this team
can make a play. So if I’m going to
drive and my shots aren’t falling, then
I am going to pass it out,” Stravach
explained.

The 13-7 Lady Blue Devils also
received fine board control, as well as
good offense, from a pair of fresh-
men. Grace Klag had 10 rebounds, 10
points and a pair of steals even though
with a little shuffle in her footwork
just under the basket, she did get
called twice for traveling. Chloe
Kreusser grabbed six rebounds and
scored eight points, while adding two
steals and an assist.

“Grace did an amazing job today
with her rebounds. Those calls with
the travels were a little unlucky but
she still played an amazing game,”
Kreusser expressed.

Pringle led the 8-12 Cougars with
eight rebounds, while adding a pair of
steals and two points. Kirsten Will-
iams (2 points, steal) pulled six re-
bounds. Williamson (3 assists, 3
steals) and Elizabeth McCaffery
(steal, rebound) both sank a pair of 3-
pointers. Speer (3 rebounds) put in
seven points and Gianna Toretta (3-
pointer, 2 steals) contributed three of
the Cougars’ six assists in the game.

Both teams suffered from the free
throw line, particularly the upperclass-
men, but the Blue Devils, with two
each from junior Ali Lisanti (9 points,
block, steal) and Stravach in the fourth
quarter managed to finish 9-for-18
from the line. Prior to that Klag hit
three of four charity shots. The Cou-
gars sank only two of 11 free throws.

Kreusser, on an assist from
Stravach, sank the first two points of
the game then Klag scored from un-
der the basket and drew a foul, en-
abling her to bucket her first free
throw, giving the Blue Devils a 5-0
jump. Williamson assisted Speer on a
two-pointer, Klag (Kreusser assist)
answered with two then Meghan
Santarelli (Williams assist) made the
score 7-4. Lisanti was fouled on a 3-
point attempt but could sink only the
third of the three free throws. Cougar

Ellie Rokicki (2 rebounds) assisted
Speer on a lay-up then Kreusser, after
Stravach’s rebound and pass, scored
to give Westfield a 10-6 lead entering
the second quarter.

The Cougars went outside lane in
the second quarter and got two 3-
pointers from McCaffery and one from
Williamson to go with Williams’ free
throw. But the Blue Devils won the
quarter, 11-10, with Klag sinking three
free throws and a lay-up and Stravach,
Faith Dobosiewicz (4 points, 3 re-
bounds, 2 assists, steal) and Lisanti
sinking two points each.

The outside lane was still open for
the Cougars in the third quarter with
Speer, Williamson and Toretta each
sinking a three and Williams adding
another free throw to win the quarter,
10-8, and tighten the score, 29-26.
Kreusser and Charlotte Dursee (as-
sist, steal, rebound) each sank four
points.

But the Blue Devils’ defense really
took control in the fourth quarter and
limited the Cougars to only a lay-up
from Pringle while pushing in 12 more
points, which included a pair of free
throws from Lisanti at the very begin-
ning and a pair of free throws from
Stravach at the very end.
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Blue Devil Boys, Girls Swamp
Ridge in Swim Section Semis
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A brand new broom could not have
done a better job as the second-seeded,
No. 7 Westfield High School girls
swim team swept six events and placed
1-2 in two of the relays, while allow-
ing the Ridge Red Devils just one
second place in a 136-34 swamping
in the semifinal round of the North 2,

Public A Tournament in Westfield on
February 11. The Blue Devil boys
recorded a pair of sweeps in a 114-56

triumph over Ridge.
For the girls, Keeley Thompson,

Ellie Cestero, Abby McKinney and
Vivian Jeckell led a 1-2 punch in the
200-medley relay with a time of
1:51.73, followed by Natalie Lee,
Marcelina Krowinska, Jenna Daniel
and Erin McKinney at 1:57.17. Julia
McGann at 2:01.1 led a sweep in the
200-free, followed by Erin McAndrew

at 2:01.69 and Sarah Kennedy at
2:05.63. McGann at 5:30.9, Emma
Heinze at 5:21.08 and Fiona Strout

5:52.81 swept the 500-free.
Jeckell at 25.31, Thompson at 25.69

and Erin McKinney at 26.06 swept
the 50-free. Abby McKinney at 58.79,
Lee at 1:00.95 and Olivia Terry at
1:05.95 swept the 100-fly. McAndrew
at 55.53, Krowinska at 56.87 and
Erin McKinney at 57.1 swept the
100-free. Thompson at 1:02.13, Lee
at 1:02.47 and Kennedy at 1:05.78

swept the 100-back. Abby McKinney
at 2:13.47, Daniel at 2:20.83 and
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HER MOVE...Blue Devil senior co-captain Lily Maz, drives to the basket as Cougars KC Pringle, No. 22, Gianna
Toretta, center, and Kirsten Williams, No. 32, attempt to prevent her from scoring. The Lady Blue Devils with a very strong
defensive showing, defeated the Cougars, 41-28, on “Senior Day” in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER IN THE 100-BUTTERFLY...Blue Devil Abby McKinney won the 100-butterfly in 58.79, the 200IM and swam
two of the three winning relay teams in the 136-34 triumph over Ridge in the North 2, Public A semifinals in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER IN THE 500-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Matt Swenson won the 500-freestyle in 5:00.91 and also won the 200-free
in the 114-56 victory over Ridge in the North 2, Public A semifinals in Westfield on February 11.


