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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

STRAVACH GRABS 16 RBS, KLAG 10 RB; PRINGLE 8 RB

Blue Devils Silence Cougars
On Hoops ‘Senior Day’, 41-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Sam Stravach presented the
fans with a memorable performance
on “Senior Day” as the Westfield High
School girls basketball team con-
trolled the boards and added a stifling
defense to defeat the Cranford Cou-
gars, 41-28, in Westfield on February

9. Stravach pulled an amazing 16
rebounds, which included 10 offen-
sive grabs, and added a pair of blocks
and three steals defensively.

“Defense is about heart and pas-
sion and that’s what this team has
proven all year. We are going to win it
with our defense and we are going to
win it with our rebounding and that’s

what they did today,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Liz McKeon said.

In order to get those rebounds,
Stravach had to get position on KC
Pringle, Lauren Williamson and Olivia
Speer, all who have been tough under
the boards.

“I sometimes play it like I’m not

MILLER, HEARD COMEBACK WINS; GIMBLETTE MAJOR

Blue Devils Foil Chiefs, 38-21,
In North 2, Group 5 Mat Semi

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bonus points were considered what
would be the deciding factor, accord-
ing to Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz, in the outcome of the North 2,
Group 5 semifinal match between
second-seeded Westfield and third-
seeded Piscataway in Westfield on
February 6. Instead, a number of out-
standing performances with bonus
points and come-from-behind wins
presented the 12-4 Blue Devils with a
38-21 victory and a trip on February
8 to face top-seeded Watchung Hills,
60-9, victors over Ridge.

The first bout of the evening, how-
ever, looked a little bleak for the
Blue Devils when Chief Gabe
Rodriguez was on the verge of claim-
ing a majority decision at 170-lbs
but Jordan Simpson managed to get
a reversal in the waning seconds to
hold his team to only three team

points with an 8-2 setback.
“We had that as a tossup match.

When he was getting majored, that
was an oh $#^% moment. We thought
it was going to be 29-29 [team score]
and I had Simpson giving three. But
when Jordan came back and made it a
regular decision, I thought, All Right!
We are back to where we are. I didn’t
realize that the rest of my guys were
going to far exceed expectations on
paper,” Coach Kurz said.

The 182-lb bout was between two
Roselle Park Tournament (RPT)
champs, Chief Nick Lodato and Tim
Miller. Nothing seemed to be going
right for Miller, who lost a scramble
to Lodato in the second period then
after getting a nearfall he lost an-
other scramble that cost him four
more points. Trailing 6-4 very late in
the third period, Miller reached down
deep, got a reversal and put Lodato
on his back for a nearfall to claim a 9-

6 victory.
“It was hard to keep my composure

but I felt like I did a pretty good job of
that. I definitely had a few things not
go my way. I had to dig myself out of
a hole and keep firing on offense. I
knew if I could get back on top, I
could run him with that half. It’s a nice
win,” Miller expressed.

“Miller! Huge guts! It was really
gutsy effort. We lose that match, mo-
mentum is really on their side. He
could have just put his head down and
packed it in. He not only came back to
tie it up but then he put the kid on his
back. It was a good kid he turned, a
GMC finalist,” Coach Kurz ex-
pressed.

A Blue Devil loss at 195-lbs was
expected when veteran Nick Recine
used a guillotine to pin Jack Price in
31 seconds and give the Chiefs a 9-3
team lead but Blue Devil Brendan

PETGRAVE 15 RB, 11 PT; RUKA 15 PT, 5 ASST, GOFF 20 PT

Pioneer Boys Survive Cougar
Attack in 77-74 OT B-ball Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What may have appeared to be a
New Providence rout turned into a
battle for survival in a boys basketball
game against the hosting Cranford
Cougars on February 7. The Pioneers
owned a healthy 13-point, 39-26, lead
at the half only to watch it dissolve
into a 67-67 tie at the end of regula-
tion. But good fortune was with the
Pioneers, who endured to pull out a
77-74 victory.

The victory upped the Pioneers’
record to 17-2 and 7-0 in the Union
County Conference (UCC) Sky Divi-
sion, while the Cougars evened to 9-
9 (4-4 UCC Sky). The Pioneers’ only
losses were to Madison and a one-

point setback to Union. Pioneer 36-
year Head Coach Art Cattano recorded
his 512th career victory.

“We were disappointed after the
first quarter the way we came out. We
cranked it up a little bit and I give a lot
of credit to them [Cranford]. They
competed really hard. They got them-
selves in the game. It was a good test
for both teams and it could have gone
down to anybody. We came back,
they came back and we just happened
to wind up winning at the end. There
was a time where I thought we were
down four and we wound up putting it
to overtime,” Coach Cattano said.

The first quarter saw the Cougars
hitting from the outside, while the
Pioneers led by point guard Sean

Dillon were working Alley-Oop
passes into their big man Dylan Bedder
(13 rebounds), who scored six of his
21 points in the quarter that was won
by the Cougars, 14-11. Cougar sopho-
more Arjun Petgrave sank five points,
including a 3-pointer, while seniors
Jeremy Ruka and Hunter Goff each
sank a 3-pointer in the quarter.

The Pioneers completely changed
their tactics in the second quarter and,
using four different shooters, banged
in seven of their eight 3-pointers of
the half. The result was a 28-12 run
and the 39-26 lead. Greg Meyers (13
points) hit trip threes and Owen
Kovacs (9 points) sank two threes,
while Dillon (11 points, 3 steals) and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Westfield/Ridge Swim Results
Page 17 – Happy Valentine’s Day

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING FROM ANYWHERE...Blue Devil Quinn Gimblette, top, made things unpleasant for Deon Pleasant in his 113-
lb bout. Gimblette recorded a 17-3, major decision and Westfield beat Picsataway, 38-21, in the section semifinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BANNER DAY...Blue Devil senior Sam Stravach, right, had a banner “Senior Day” with 16 rebounds, two blocks, three
steals, six points and four assists as Westfield defeated the Cranford Cougars, 41-28, on February 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING THE BOARDS...Cougar Arjun Petgrave, No. 12, controlled the boards with 15 rebounds, 11 points and
four assists in the 77-74, overtime thriller won by the New Providence Pioneers on February 7.
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633 Coleman Place, Westfield $1,599,000
STUNNING custom built 5 bedroom center hall colonial ideally located close Westfield's award winning Downtown in the desirable Franklin
School district. This home was built to perfection with the highest grade materials for today's lifestyle with an elegant and spacious floor plan
ideal for entertaining. The gourmet eat in kitchen boasts white inset custom cabinetry with marine handles and latches, soapstone countertops,
two Sub-Zero refrigerators with dual freezer drawers, a Wolf dual fuel gas range with double griddle & dual convection ovens and Shaws
fireclay farmhouse sink. This home is a Certified Energy Star Home and some amazing upgrades include stunning wide plank pine floors,
solar panels, radiant heat, front and back bluestone walkways, Marvin windows/doors, Nils audio system, custom built ins, central vacuum
and more. On the second level, the luxurious private master bedroom suite with gas fireplace features Carlisle wide plank cherry floors and
over 9’ ceilings, walk in closet, deep walk in shower with dual shower heads and stand alone soaking tub with fill from ceiling. There are 3
additional bedrooms on this level along and 2  other beautiful bathrooms. The third level boasts more finished living space, the 5th bedroom,
a fabulous full bath and ample storage space. Entertain on the fabulous outdoor private patio with gorgeous full masonry brick fireplace
overlooking the yard. The lower level has a large recreation room with over 10’ ceilings. Conveniently located close to parks, all schools, New
York City transportation, and downtown Westfield’s shop & restaurants, this is the perfect place to call home!


