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Letters to
the Editor

Remembering Muhlenberg,
The Operating Pavilion

On Feb 6, 2019, Nancy Piwowar,
SaveHospital wrote:

“All,
I drove by Muhlenberg today. The

Operating Pavilion is now dust.
In April 1902, J. Howard Wright

gave the largest and most generous
donation of $10,000 for an operating
pavilion for the new Muhlenberg in
the memory of his two grandsons.
Howard Wright Corlies died of pneu-
monia at the age of 23 in 1899. Parker
Wright Mason died of typhoid fever
at the age of 19 in 1900. J. Howard
Wright was a wealthy Standard Oil

businessman from New York City,
and his two daughters and families
resided in Plainfield for many years

Rest in Peace – Howard Wright
Corlies, Parker Wright Mason, J.
Howard Wright, and Muhlenberg.

The People tried, but the failure
was ...;

To all former Muhlenberg employ-
ees, thank you for your caring hands
and hearts to the generations of area
residents.

Nancy”
Harry McNally

Fanwood

Reading ‘The Rain Tax
Cometh’ in Last Week’s

Leader,
I’m reminded of the genius George

Harrison of The Beatles and his song
“The Tax Man.” The lyrics remind
the British of the high progressive tax
instituted by the Labour Government.

In part: “Should 5 percent appear
too small

Be thankful I don’t take it all
Cause I’m the Tax Man, yeah I’m

the tax man.
If you drive a car, I’ll tax the street
If you try to sit, I’ll tax the seat
If you get too cold I’ll tax the heat
If you take a walk, I’ll tax the

street.........”
We should all be wary of New

Jersey’s increasing taxes.
I urge our mayor and town council

to think very carefully about what
they plan on doing with the budget
surplus that was also recently reported
in The Leader. Our elected officials
should not look at this surplus as an
opportunity to open new spending
initiatives. These high taxes hurt prop-
erty values, drive talent out of the
area and do not assist in attracting
new business.

Robert Cozzolina
Westfield

The Westfield Board Of Health
Report On Meeting Of February 4

The board agreed to focus on sev-
eral areas as part of its ongoing state-
mandated functions. In the past,
Westfield was the first municipality in
New Jersey to require that children
wear bicycle helmets. It was also the
first to regulate electronic smoking
devices. The board will now address
the following issues to see how it can
help residents and support town ef-
forts:

§ Mental health, including address-
ing stress-related issues.

§ Electronic smoking device use by
teenagers, which the Surgeon Gen-
eral recently called a public health
epidemic.

§ Education concerning prescrip-
tion medications, including opioids,
and cannabis.

§ Pedestrian safety.
The board revised the town health

code so that the fee schedule for retail
food establishments will be based on
potential risk categories, as defined by
the state, instead of establishment size.
We did so in a revenue-neutral way.

In January, 14 retail food establish-
ments were inspected and all were
satisfactory or had no change in sta-
tus. A resident complained about one
establishment, which was inspected.
For the third time, it was not following
its own plan to safely store fresh moz-
zarella cheese. The store will be sub-
jected to additional inspections and
follow-up as appropriate.

Eight pre-school immunization au-
dits were completed in January. All
five public schools had compliance
rates of 100 percent and the three

private schools ranged between 94
percent and 100 percent. The pro-
grams were counseled and will be
reaudited.

Last year, Westfield had 32 biting
incidents involving animals. In Janu-
ary, residents reported five unlicensed
dogs and two unlicensed cats. Resi-
dents must license all cats and dogs
through the Town Clerk and get them
vaccinated against rabies. In addi-
tion, cats should be kept indoors and
dogs should be supervised when out-
doors to prevent them from biting
people or other animals or being bit-
ten by a wild animal. The current
presence of rabies in Union County,
including a rabid cat, groundhog and
raccoons, highlights the continued
need for these measures.

Here to Help (H2H), a community
coalition, will sponsor a free commu-
nity event, Talking to your Teen about
Stress: How Parents can Restore
Calm. It will be held on Wednesday,
February 20, 6:30 to 7:45 p.m., at the
Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue. For more information
and to register, please see
www.here2helpnj.org.

Information about all of the health
department’s activities is available at
https://www.westfieldnj.gov/health.
The complete minutes of the Febru-
ary 4 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our March 4
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building. The public is
invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

We Must Not Let Our Knowledge
Of American History Wane

New Jersey Going Too Far With
‘Rain Tax’ on Stormwater Runoff

Presidents’ Day, which we will observe on Mon-
day, pays tribute to the holders of our nation’s
highest office. Yet it sometimes seems people
have come to equate the holiday inspired by Wash-
ington and Lincoln more with retail sales and a
three-day weekend than with its historic signifi-
cance. We feel that allowing the meaning of Presi-
dents’ Day to be overshadowed in this way does a
disservice not just to America’s past, but its present
and future as well.

United States history, and the architects of our
country’s freedom and democracy, already are fre-
quently eclipsed in the public consciousness by pop
culture and the latest social media trends. Young
people, especially, are likely far more familiar today
with celebrity athletes, actors and musicians than
they are with the men and women who guided
America’s epic journey.

How much do our younger generations really
know about Presidents George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln, the critical decisions they made,
and the landmark events that occurred during their
administrations? How much do they know about the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and
the Emancipation Proclamation, and how these docu-
ments shaped our destiny as a nation?

Beyond the contributions of Washington and Lin-

coln, how much do we as citizens know about Ameri-
can history in general? How familiar are we with the
legislators and military leaders, the abolitionists and
suffragists, soldiers and scientists, civil rights pio-
neers, clergy and countless others who collectively
transformed our nation over the past 243 years from
13 colonies to global superpower? These are people
and events all of us should know about.

While the popular Broadway musical Hamilton,
with its energetic score and diverse cast, has show-
cased a pivotal period in the early life of our nation,
we need to do more to keep American history alive.
Our youth needs to understand how each chapter in
our country’s evolution, from the pre-colonial era to
the present day, has impacted America’s population
and our relationships among the rest of the world.
These young people will ultimately be tasked with
building America’s future, and passing our nation’s
legacy on to succeeding generations.

This Presidents’ Day weekend, we encourage all
families to discuss with their children the critical roles
Washington and Lincoln, as well as other noteworthy
Americans, played in our national story. We also urge
parents to, throughout the year, visit with their chil-
dren the many local historic sites right within our own
communities, to further enrich their knowledge of
and connection to our heritage as Americans.

When it rains, it pours. And now New Jersey wants to
tax it. A bill that supports what Republicans dub a “rain
tax” has been approved in both houses of the New Jersey
Legislature and now heads to Governor Phil Murphy for
his signature. The legislation, Senate Bill No. 1073/
Assembly Bill No. 2694, would allow for creation of local
or regional stormwater utilities, giving New Jersey coun-
ties and municipalities the power to collect the tax from
properties with large paved surfaces such as parking lots.

“The United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has ranked stormwater management as New Jersey’s
most expensive water-related funding need, requiring
$15.6 billion,” according to the bill. “This bill would
authorize municipalities, counties, and certain local au-
thorities to create and operate storm-water utilities.”

Fox News reports the bill would establish a “Clean
Stormwater and Flood Reduction Fund” to be used for
stormwater utilities as well as water-quality monitoring,
pollution-reduction projects and outreach programs.

The bill would allow sewerage authorities “to charge
and collect rents, rates, fees, or other charges for direct or
indirect use or services of its storm-water management
system.” The stormwater service charges “may be charged
to and collected from the owner or occupant, or both, of
any real property.”

Republican lawmakers see this as another tax for one of
the most taxed states in the country.

“The last thing struggling taxpayers and small busi-
nesses need is yet another government entity that imposes
fees, making this state even more unaffordable and costly
to do business,” said the members of the 9th District
Delegation, Senator Christopher J. Connors, Assembly-
man Brian E. Rumpf and Assemblywoman DiAnne C.

Gove, all Republicans. “New Jersey has already earned an
unenviable reputation as a high-tax and overregulated
state...Enacting legislation that imposes a ‘rain tax’ would
only serve to further solidify this reputation to the detri-
ment of our state.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) told northjersey.com that: “Flooding and run-
off are problems, but you shouldn’t create unfair authori-
ties with uneven taxing practices.”

Senator Richard Codey (D-27th, Roseland), a sup-
porter of the bill, called it, “a small cost to live safely.” And
Assemblyman John McKeon (D-27th, Madison), a former
mayor of West Orange, told NJBIZ last fall: “The lack of
regulation and management of stormwater has caused
extensive problems for New Jersey. Rainwater runoff
carries with it debris, bacteria and chemicals which can
lead to pollution of our waters and drinking water sources.
Without regulation, we will continue to see a rise in
pollution, flooding and property damage.”

So regulate it, but why another tax?
New Jersey Business & Industry Association Vice-

President of Government Affairs Tony Bawidamann called
the bill “double taxation.” He says, “Companies would be
assessed a fee by a local stormwater authority, even if they
already have a permit. Furthermore, there is no guarantee
that these fees will be used for their intended purposes.”

We believe Trenton is going too far this time. Maybe
Governor Murphy and his fellow Democrats ought to look
back to the early 1990s, when then Governor Jim Florio
signed legislation that included a $1.5-billion tax increase
highlighted by a 7-percent sales tax on disposable paper
products, including toilet paper. And how did that turn
out? Can you say one-term Governor Florio?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Omphalocele – An umbilical hernia
2. Omophagia – The eating of raw

flesh
3. Maugre – In spite of; in opposition

to
4. Palpless – Having no feelers; such as

with insects

SOE
1. A large wooden vessel for holding

water
2. Folklore with reference to the sun
3. A toll formerly taken by millers for

grinding grain
4. In old English law, the power or

privilege of holding court in a given
district

ANTEPHIALTIC
1. A cover or lid for a basin or bowl
2. Preventing nightmare
3. A soothsayer; prophet
4. Food or drink presented as an appe-

tizer
THAROS

1. In botany, a spore case or sac as for
ferns or mosses

2. An ancient Greek lighthouse
3. A small American butterfly having

orange wings spotted with black and white
4. In Greek mythology, the Muse of

pastoral and comic poetry
MESSET

1. A piece of land cultivated by the
tenant for a share of the proceeds

2. A dog
3. Thin, soft, twilled silk cloth
4. An unsettled or confused state

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Is Westfield A Residential Homes
Knock-down Developers Haven?

Dear Mayor Brindle and Town
Council Members:

In speaking to one of the agents
from Realty Appraisal Company help-
ing assess property values in town,
we learned that local realtors are well
aware that developers are purchasing
homes, knocking them down, and pur-
posefully letting these eye-sores lan-
guish because the developers think
that the market for so-called luxury
homes has been exhausted in
Westfield for the foreseeable future.

Cases in point: Two costly new
constructions at Wychwood Road and
East Broad Street; the burned and
ruined house at adjoining lot not de-
veloped since 2013; a property on
Canterbury Lane; another in the 300-
block of Wychwood Road. There are
many more throughout town.

Here is a question that the Council

must study and address: Developers
demolish homes to lower the taxes
that they pay while the lot languishes
— and the neighbors suffer. Can de-
velopers be made to pay a penalty for
not developing a new home in a timely
fashion? Can Westfield set a deadline
for commencement of construction?

What are other towns doing?
Last week I spoke with a realtor

acquaintance at Coldwell Banker in
Montclair who said that Westfield
has a reputation as a knock-down
developer dreamscape.

In short, Westfield’s value as a vi-
able neighborhood town will plum-
met if we continue to put up little
resistance to realtors and developers
that put profit before all else.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

There Are Numerous Ways To
Reduce Our Garbage Production

Those who know me know that I
believe very strongly in recycling. But
I believe even more in the first part of
the environmental trilogy – Reduce,
reuse, recycle. Maria and I try very hard
to reduce the amount of ‘stuff’ that we
buy /use in the first place, thereby re-
ducing the amount of material that needs
to be reused, or recycled, or worse,
thrown away as garbage.

As I have previously stated, our fam-
ily throws away one 10-gallon can size
of garbage every week. We would like
to reduce this even more. That is why I
am simply amazed when I walk our dog
at night and see the amount of garbage
placed at the curb. I have seen six, 30-
gallon black plastic bags the night be-
fore pickup, and three days later two
20-gallon containers in front of the
same house. Most houses have two
containers one night, and one container
three days later. I ask one question –
How do we create that amount of gar-
bage? Humans are the only species on
earth that produce garbage, and we
sure make up for all the other species.
Does it not bother us to know that we
produce this garbage that is then burned
(creating air pollution), placed in land-
fills (creating water pollution- as well
as a terrible waste of land), or simply
blown around as litter on our streets,

parks, forests, beaches and oceans?
Most garbage is packaging. I urge

everyone to take a look at what we are
about to purchase and see if the pack-
aging material that is being used can be
recycled. Look for the recycling label.
If it is not there, ask yourself if you
really need that product. See if a
competitor’s product uses recyclable
material and buy that product instead.
Use the packaging material as a basis
for purchase as we do the price. If the
product is packaged on site, ask the
retailer why they are aren’t using recy-
clable packaging material... and if they
can do so. If the product is packaged off
site, send the manufacturer a note, or
call them and ask why they are not
using recyclable packaging material.
Don’t take a bag; use reusable bags. A
gallon of milk already has a handle;
why do we need to place it in a bag? I
have asked to have my restaurant
‘doggie bag’ placed in aluminum foil
rather than take a Styrofoam container.
People drank drinks for thousands of
years without straws… why do we sud-
denly need them? There are numerous
ways to reduce our garbage produc-
tion. I ask everyone to try to do so. Our
only earth will be appreciative.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Cranford Seniors
Can Enjoy Yoga

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department has
announced a new program, open to
all Cranford senior citizens, that will
be held at the Cranford Community
Center.

“Monday Morning Senior Yoga”
will take place from 11:45 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. beginning March 4. It
involves simple, functional, repeti-
tive, easy-to-follow movements to
help posture, balance, strength and
flexibility. There is a relaxation pe-
riod at the end of class. Participants
are asked to bring an exercise or
yoga mat to class.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. For
additional information, call Lori-Ann
Donnelly, senior citizen program co-
ordinator, at (908) 709-7283.
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