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    convenient care,  
           right at home.

8000 Fellowship Road  |  Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
877-708-1121

Fellowship Village Helping Hands Home Care brings you the 
care you need, right to your home. Our certified home health 
aides can help in so many ways. From medication management 
and transportation, to assistance with bathing and dressing.  
Our certified home health aides are available for hourly or live-in 
assistance. Even if it’s just a little help with light housekeeping  
and laundry, it may be all you need to keep living well — in  
your own home.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Padovano Promoted to
Capt.; Chaplains Named

WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro has an-
nounced the promotion of Lieutenant
Frank Padovano to captain effective
February 1, and the appointment of
Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El and Deacon Keith Gib-
bons of Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church as police chaplains, effective
February 12.

Capt. Padovano was appointed to
the Westfield Police Department
(WPD) as a patrol officer on July
24, 1998. He was subsequently pro-
moted to the rank of sergeant on
June 2, 2008 and to lieutenant on
July 29, 2013. He is a 1997 gradu-
ate of Rutgers University and, prior
to his appointment to the WPD,
served as a corrections officer with
the New Jersey Department of Cor-
rections.

Capt. Padovano is a highly deco-
rated member of the WPD. He was
awarded two Life Saving Medals,
the Medal of Merit, 12 Command
Citations, the Hurricane Sandy Ser-
vice Award and two Certificates of
Merit.

Capt. Padovano served as a mem-
ber of both the civil disturbance and
SWAT elements of the Union County
Emergency Response Team. He pres-
ently serves as the commanding of-
ficer of the WPD’s Emergency Ser-
vice Unit and as the WPD’s supervis-
ing Firearms Instructor.

Capt. Padovano will be assigned as
the commanding officer of the WPD’s
Administrative Division. Addition-
ally, he will serve as the department’s
accreditation manager, once the de-
partment commences the process of
seeking accreditation from the New
Jersey State Association of Chiefs of
Police in 2019.

Capt. Padovano resides in Cranford
with his wife, Michelle, and their
three children: Jordan, Olivia and
Riley.

Chaplain Rabbi Sagal, a Westfield
resident, is the Senior Rabbi at Temple
Emanu-El. He was raised in Summit
and Berkeley Heights and graduated
from Governor Livingston High
School.

Chaplain Rabbi Sagal attended
Wesleyan University in Middletown,
Conn. and then seminary at the He-
brew Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in Jerusalem and
New York City, where he was or-
dained in 1990. He was also awarded
a master’s degree in Sacred Theol-
ogy by Yale University Divinity
School in 1998 and, this summer,
will be named a Fellow of the Sha-

lom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem,
Israel.

As a rabbinical student, Chaplain
Rabbi Sagal served as a hospital chap-
lain in New York City and as a student
Rabbi in Pennsylvania. He previously
served as Rabbi of Congregation Beth
Shalom in Chester, Conn. and as a
Senior Rabbi of KAM Isaiah Israel in
Chicago, Ill.

Chaplain Rabbi Sagal and his wife,
Dr. Lauren Kaplan-Sagal, have three
children: Michal, Kyra and Coby.

Chaplain Deacon Gibbons, a life-
long Westfield resident, was ordained
as Permanent Deacon in 2005 and
serves “The Mission” at Holy Trinity
Church in many ministries that in-
clude Hope Heals Cancer Care Min-
istry, St. Joseph’s Soup Kitchen and
Cornerstone Retreats. He is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School and
Kean University.

Chaplain Deacon Gibbons is past
Grand Knight of the Monsignor Henry
Watterson Knights of Columbus,
former athletic director of Holy Trin-
ity School and a member of the Sons
of the American Legion. He formed
the Westfield Veterans Fund to help
his son complete his Eagle Scout
project – the Westfield Vietnam Me-
morial – and is a member of the
Westfield Ministerium. Chaplain Dea-
con Gibbons and his wife, Terri, and
have four children: Kelly, Kyle, Gus
and Luke – all Westfield High School
graduates.

“I am excited to announce the pro-
motion of Captain Padovano and
appointment of Chaplains Rabbi
Sagal and Deacon Gibbons,” stated
Chief Battiloro. “They are all out-
standing individuals who will con-
tribute greatly to the Westfield Po-
lice Department and the Town of
Westfield.”

Chief Battiloro indicated the
Chaplains will not only serve the
members of the Westfield Police
Department and their families in
times of need, but also the general
public.

“We are striving to find better ways
to serve the public and I am certain
these Chaplains will help us do just
that. I expect they will bring incred-
ible compassion to the position, es-
pecially during difficult situations,
such as in instances of serious acci-
dents and sudden deaths,” the chief
stated.

All three will be ceremoniously
sworn in to their new positions by
Mayor Shelley Brindle at the meeting
of the Town Council on Tuesday,
February 12, at 8 p.m.

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-9622  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay      westfieldareaymca 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  
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February 17-23 

Show a friend you care about them, and their heart, at the Y.  

Enjoy a land or water group exercise class, work out together 

in the Y’s newly renovated strength training room or 

racquetball courts, play basketball or pickleball and enjoy 

open lap and family swim.  Get your hearts pumping in the 

cardio room, free weight room and Fitness Express Center.  

Take a dance class, Tae Kwon Do or a youth sports class—

many options are available.   

Free events include Meet the Nutritionist, a Friends Week 

Breakfast and the Healthy Kids Expo.  Get fit with a friend to 

celebrate American Heart Month! Visit us for details. 

Use the facility 
and attend 

classes & special 
events for free! 

Non-members must 
bring a valid ID.   

FREE HEALTHY KIDS EXPO 
1:00-4:00PM, 2/23 

t-ball, basketball and track & field stations  arts & crafts   
carnival games  inflatable obstacle course   

Dance Academy demo classes: 1:30PM (ages 3-5), 2:30PM (ages 6+) 
and 3:30PM (ages 3-5)   

Overlook Medical Center Teddy Bear Clinic—bring a stuffed animal!  
Camp Open House  water safety  family swim   

… AND more!   
 

Register at www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b4fafaa29a7ff2-healthy  
for dance demo classes  

FREE HEALTHY KIDS EXPO 

RVL Mayors Want Return
Of Off-Peak One-Seat Trains

PUSH FOR ONE-SEAT RIDE...Bound Brook Mayor Robert Frazen speaks at a
recent Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance meeting. The 31 mayors of towns in four
counties have joined together and are working with New Jersey State Senators on
several issues important to people using the Raritan Valley Line trains. Also pictured
are Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left, and State Senators Tom Kean
(R-21st, Westfield) and Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union), at right.

REGION — The 31 Mayors of
towns in four counties have joined
together and are working with New
Jersey state senators on several issues
important to people using the Raritan
Valley Line (RVL) trains. The pri-
mary goal is getting a one-seat ride
into New York Penn Station during
peak hours but the RVL Mayors Alli-
ance are also pressing for the return
of the off-peak direct trains.

In a letter to the Senators, the RVL
Mayors Co-chairs Shelley Brindle of
Westfield, Colleen Mahr of Fanwood
and Bob Fazen of Bound Brook asked
for confirmation the and a date when
the off-peak trains will be put back
into service. “Last August, we were
told trains would resume in January
now we hear late spring. Our resi-
dents rely on these trains, the only
direct service into New York Penn
Station,” the letter stated.

The group is working with seven
Senators representing the 31 towns:
Sen. Christopher Bateman (R-16th,
Somerville), Sen. Robert Smith (D-
17th, Piscataway), Sen. Patrick
Diegnan (D-18th, South Plainfield),
Sen. Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union),
Sen. Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield),
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D- 22nd, Lin-
den) and Sen. Michael Doherty (R-
23rd, Bridgewater).

“The RVL Mayors, a bipartisan
group, are in a unique position to
fight for our residents,” said Fanwood
Mayor Mahr. “Every day, we hear
from family, friends and neighbors
about train delays, cancellations and
having to transfer trains in Newark.
How many times can you tell your
boss it was the train?”

The other important issue on the
Mayor’s agenda is the Gateway Tun-
nel Project. The Build Gateway Now
Coalition recently announced the RVL
Mayors’ Alliance as a new member in
the effort to construct the much-needed
new Hudson tunnel. Westfield Mayor
Brindle, a commuter for 20 years her-
self, stressed that commuters cannot
wait any longer for efficient and safe
train service. “The need for a new
trans-Hudson tunnel and Portal Bridge
are no longer open for debate. It is
unreasonable to expect people to ac-
cept the current level of train service.”

Mayor Fazen added this is especially
painful for those who ride RVL. “We
don’t have direct-train service despite
ridership that is equal or greater than
some lines with multiple direct trains.”

Last week, Mayor Mahr, who is
also president of the New Jersey
League of Municipalities, testified
before the state Senate Transporta-
tion Committee on Senate Bill No.
3410 to create the Gateway Develop-
ment Commission, an step to move
the Gateway project forward.

Mayor Mahr stressed the serious
implications of inaction. “The 100-
year old tunnels were further com-
prised after Superstorm Sandy leav-
ing behind salt that is eating away at
the reinforcing steel, concrete, elec-
trical and signal systems. Another
serious event that forces tunnel clo-
sure will force tens of thousands of
riders to find alternate train, bus or
car travel and cause huge disruptions.”

Mayor Brindle added that “a one-
seat ride increases home values in all
of our communities and improves the
quality of life for our residents.”

Reimagining Plans Continue
To Be Focus of Cranford BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Conversations about
the Reimagining of Cranford Public
Schools continue to be the focus at the
board of education (BOE) meetings and
discussions continued at Monday’s board
of education meeting.

Two community-wide question-and-
answer sessions were held last week at
Orange Avenue School and Hillside Av-
enue School. The final meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 19 at
Brookside Place School.

Once meetings have been completed
the district will meet with a third party to
“craft a survey” that will be available to
Cranford residents, according to Super-
intendent of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D.

Information will be sent through the
mail instructing residents on how to
access information on the proposals
and how to provide feedback online.
Meetings for technical assistance for
residents completing the survey on-
line will be available, along with a
hard copy of the survey for those resi-
dents who do not want to complete it
online.

Approximately four weeks after the
survey is distributed a team will analyze
the feedback from the surveys and the
results will be made public. Data col-
lected from the survey will help guide the
district in the next steps of the process.
The district hopes to be on schedule for a
referendum vote in November or Decem-
ber of 2019 in regards to the Reimagining
proposals.

Resident Rita La Brutto, who raised
three kids in the district and expressed
favoritism for the “neighborhood school
environment,” suggested that the presen-

tations on the Reimagining proposals have
a “pro-slant” in favor of a regional middle
school and expressed concern that the
survey might be equally “slanted.”

Mr. Rubin made clear that the intention
behind hiring a third party to craft the survey
is to create one that is objective and fair.

“I think you are 100 percent correct
that the survey has got to be very specific,
it’s got to be valid, reliable, neutral, all
those sorts of things,” Mr. Rubin told Ms.
LaBrutto.

Resident Mark Zucker stood before
the board and commented that he has
attended several meetings on the
Reimagining plans.

“What I think people are forgetting is that
we need to remember to focus on what is best
for our children and not focus on what is best
for ourselves,” Mr. Zucker said.

In other board business, the memoran-
dum of agreement and salary guides be-
tween the board of education and the
Cranford Education Association (CEA) was
approved.

The school district calendar for the
2019-2020 was approved by the board.

“We really do believe that taking a
look at it through multiple lenses ensures
that we’re getting a very good final prod-
uct that works for everyone,” Mr. Rubin
said in assuring the audience about the
calendar.

Additionally, a schedule for the
passing of the school budget was dis-
cussed, and Board Secretary Robert
Carfagno told board members, Tues-
day, March 5 is the “key date” to
watch out for when the district will
learn how much Cranford will be given
in state aid.

The next regularly scheduled BOE
meeting will be Monday, February 25.

Kindergarten Registration Dates Told
GARWOOD — Registration for kinder-

garten for Garwood residents for Septem-
ber 2019 will take place from Wednesday,
February 27 to Wednesday, March 6 from
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

To expedite registration, forms may
be obtained from the Garwood Schools’
website at garwoodschools.org. Chil-
dren turning five by October 1, 2019
may be registered for kindergarten. The
following documents are required for
student registration: an original and a
copy of the child’s birth certificate, cur-
rent immunization records and recent
physical.

The following are required proofs
which may be used to establish residency
and/or domicile in Garwood: mortgage,
lease or rental agreement with a Garwood
address, and two or more of the follow-
ing: utility bill in your name with a
Garwood address; credit card bill in your
name at a Garwood address; voter regis-
tration card in your name with a Garwood
address; driver’s License in your name
with a Garwood address; vehicle regis-
tration in your name with a Garwood
address; bank account in your name with
a Garwood address; federal or state in-

come tax returns indicating domicile in
Garwood, and child custody order plac-
ing the child with a Garwood resident.

Residents will not be asked for any
information or documents protected
from disclosure by law, or pertaining
to criteria that are not legitimate bases
for determining eligibility to attend
school.

If living in a residency where there
is no established rental agreement, i.e.,
living with a relative or under an oral
lease, the following can be submitted:
the most recent tax bill and notarized
letter of domicile from the person
whose name appears on the tax bill or
a notarized statement from the land-
lord indicating his/her name, address
and telephone number and affirming
that you live at the Garwood address
on a month-to-month basis under an
oral lease.

The Garwood Board of Education re-
serves the right to make a bona fide
request for additional and/or alternative
documentation of residency on a case by
case basis. Proof of immunization (most
recent record) is required for DTaP, Polio
and Hepatitis B.


