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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY, MAYOR SMITH...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith threw a fundraising birthday party to
celebrate the milestone that included supporters, community leaders and friends at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad last
Wednesday evening. The mayor showed his moxie, saying, “I do not feel 75 and I will not act 75 in town hall.”

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A MILESTONE BIRTHDAY...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith holds up a list of
sponsors and donors for his fundraising 75th birthday party, held last Wednesday
night at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EX-BOXING FOES...Former heavyweight boxing champion Larry Holmes, left,
joins his former foe in the ring, and now good friend, Gerry Cooney, at last week's
grand opening of Mr. Cooney's boxing academy in Scotch Plains.

Sign, Scoreboard, Shed
OK’d for Union Catholic

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week gave its
unanimous approval to a request from
Union Catholic High School to con-
struct a new storage building and install
a new LED sign and a new scoreboard
at its Martine Avenue campus.

The new storage building, which
will be 860 square feet in size, accord-
ing to the school’s attorney, Joseph
Paparo, will be situated adjacent to the
playing field at the rear of the school’s

property and be used to store athletic
equipment. The new scoreboard will
be placed on existing stanchions lo-
cated along the property line running
along the rear of homes that face Black
Birch Road, and the new LED sign
will be installed on the existing foun-
dation at the front of the school.

At the February 7 hearing, which
ran close to three hours, several Black
Birch Road homeowners who live
directly behind the school expressed
concerns about whether the new build-
ing and the new scoreboard will be
adequately shielded from their back
yards and also questioned whether
there would be additional rainfall run-
off resulting from the new building.

After conferring with Union Catho-
lic officials during a break, Mr. Paparo
told the board that new evergreen
trees will be planted along the rear of
the property to better shield the
scoreboard and building from the
Black Birch Road properties. The
school also agreed to install a dry
well near the new building to collect
rain water runoff.

Another Black Birch Road resident
questioned whether the new building
will be equipped with running water
and whether it could be used in the
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Soccer League Outlines Requests
To Recreation Commission

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The recre-
ation commission will consider a va-
riety of requests from the local soccer
association, including new storage
units at its fields, a concession stand
at the south side field, increased ac-
cess to restrooms, more enforcement
of non-permitted players using the
fields and an expanded soccer mara-
thon.

At the commission’s meeting on
Monday, Frank Conley, the incom-
ing president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Soccer Association, out-
lined his group’s requests, leading
off with a plea for some type of
storage unit or units for soccer equip-

ment. He said the league presently
rents a unit at a Route 22 facility, but
called the arrangement “inconve-
nient” and said it would be better to
store balls, flags, equipment, etc. in
town.

Commission Chairman Mike Walsh
wondered if a single-storage facility,
likely at the south side field, was the
solution or whether it was more prac-
tical to have smaller storage units at
each of the league’s fields. Mr. Conley
agreed with the latter suggestion, add-
ing that the soccer league was willing
to share space and costs with other
sports leagues. Township Recreation
Director DJ Salvante said he would
speak with township zoning officials
about what size storage units are al-

lowed. Commission member Colleen
Gialanella urged looking into how
the other sports leagues store their
own equipment.

Mr. Conley said the league is inter-
ested in operating a concession stand
at the south side field and even com-
bine it in a single building that would
also house the storage unit. He esti-
mated a 10-foot by 20-foot building
would suffice. He said a concession
stand would operate more for the
convenience of spectators and play-
ers than for raising money for the
league.

Another issue raised was the op-
erating times of the south side field
restrooms, with Mr. Conley noting
that while the fields open around
March 1, the bathrooms are not
turned on — meaning heat and run-
ning water —until a month later. He
told the commission it would be
preferable to have the restrooms
fully operational at the same time
the fields are open, something that
Mr. Walsh said should be “a fairly
easy fix.”

Mr. Conley also raised the issue of
soccer fields being used by individu-
als and organizations lacking per-
mission to utilize the fields, some-
thing he said was leading to exces-
sive wear and tear. Commission
members agreed that township ordi-
nances pertaining to field usage need
to be reviewed and updated and tight-
ened, if necessary. Mr. Walsh, the
commission chairman, said the issue
was not a handful of youngsters or-
ganizing a pick-up game and “kick-
ing around a ball,” but non-permit-
ted games featuring full adult teams
and referees.

Mr. Conley said the league is work-
ing with Scotch Plains and Fanwood
officials as well as the board of edu-
cation on procedures to be followed
if a resident sees fields being used

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

When Completed, Region
To See Over 2,500 Units

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — With housing devel-
opments still in the planning board
hearing stage, under construction
or completed, The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week has com-
piled a summary of some of the
large developments approved over
the past few years. These develop-
ments, when all are completed, will
add some 2,500 new housing units
to the region.

The developments, except
Cranford Crossing, are in response
to affordable-housing mandates per
each town’s Fair Share Housing Plan
per the mid-1970s Mount Laurel
New Jersey Supreme Court deci-
sion. Most are apartments with some
townhouse units for sale as in the
case of Mountainside.

Some 366 new residential units
were built between 2003 and 2015, in
Cranford including Cranford Cross-
ing (50 apartments, no affordable units
listed) and Riverfront at Cranford
Station (127 apartments, 19 afford-
able units). Also, Birchwood Devel-
opers Associates, LLC took over as
the new developer for the Birchwood
Avenue project, which the township
reduced from 360 units under the
previous developer, S. Hekemian
Group, to 225 units, with 34 afford-
able units. That project is now under
construction.

Woodmont Station, located at 555
South Avenue, has 163 units, of which
24 were listed as affordable.

The Cranford Planning Board cur-
rently is hearing the application of
Hartz Mountain Industries, LLC to
rezone 750 Walnut Avenue to allow
for construction of 905 apartments.
The property is located near the bor-
der with Clark.

Over 100 apartment units have been
built in Fanwood in the past seven

years. Station Square, a 35-unit rental
townhouse-style development, lo-
cated at La Grande Avenue and Sec-
ond Street, is the final piece of the
redevelopment of the parcel of land
at 2nd Street and La Grande Avenue
on the former Dean Oil site. The
borough’s redevelopment began with
construction of Fanwood Crossing.

In Garwood, a total of 298 apart-
ments will be constructed for
Vermella at Garwood Station on
South Avenue on land previously
occupied by the abandoned Casale
Sheet Metal and Petro Plastics in-
dustrial sites at the intersection of
South Avenue and Center Street in
downtown Garwood.

The two-phase project also will
include 19,000 square feet of retail
space and a 450-space parking deck.
The second phase will include 72
townhomes.

In addition, 124 units are planned
for the Garwood Paperboard indus-
trial site on North Avenue.

The Mountainside Planning Board
last week approved the Garnico
Group’s proposal to redevelop the
5.5-acre Barnes Tract off of Moun-
tain Avenue for a 32-unit townhouse
and apartment complex, with six of
those units designated as affordable
housing. The site plan envisions six
separate two-story buildings that will
have a colonial aesthetic.

Two other projects, the 23-unit
Echo Ridge town-home development
behind Brighton Gardens on Route
22, and Alpine Ridge, a 55-and-over
community, also on Route 22, have
been approved and are either com-
pleted or under construction. Alpine
Ridge has six buildings, containing
30 age-restricted units, including six
affordable units.

Scotch Plains currently is review-
ing proposals from prospective de-

Courtesy of Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance
SEEKING BETTER SERVICE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr talks with
Brian Fritsch and Steve Sigmund of Build Gateway Now Alliance regarding NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line. Please see related stories on pages 2 and 3.

future for a restroom or a snack bar,
but James Reagan, the school’s assis-
tant principal, said the building will
only have electricity. He also clarified
that the building will be used solely to
store items such as hurdles, bases,
netting, a golf cart and grooming ma-
terials for the playing field, and also
said the building and the scoreboard
will not be equipped with any type of
emergency generator. He additionally
defended the need for a new
scoreboard, which the school has been
without since 2010, saying that the
lack of one had been “chaotic” for
players, spectators and referees.

Earlier, the board asked Gad
Magdieli, a Throwbridge Drive resi-
dent seeking approval to construct a
deck off the rear of his house, to return
next month with more details about his
proposal. The resumption of a public
hearing on an application to install
fencing along a property on Bryan
Avenue was put off until next month
after the applicants failed to appear at
last week’s hearing. A third applica-
tion, seeking a temporary operating
permit to retain 10 shipping containers
at the rear of a Raritan Road property,
also was put off until the board’s Thurs-
day, March 7 meeting.

Town Council OKs Rezoning
Of New England Drive

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
on Tuesday approved an ordinance
modifying the town’s zoning map to
redesignate 24 residential properties,
mostly on New England Drive, in an
effort to forestall any potential subdivi-
sions on the street.

Town Planner Don Sammet analyzed
the properties, where the average lot
frontage of 122 feet is well in excess of
the minimum lot frontage food in the
RS-12 single-family residence district.
He recommended changing the street’s
designation to RS-16, which will, said
Mayor Shelley Brindle before the
council’s public hearing, “mitigate the
risk of subdivisons” since the RS-16
zone requires wider lot frontages. Be-
sides 21 lots on New England Drive,
two lots on Lamberts Mill Road and
one on Willow Grove Parkway will be
part of the zone change.

“We are doing several important
things. First, we are voting on an ordi-
nance to modify the zoning map to
change an area encompassing New
England Drive from RS-12 to RS-16,
which will mitigate the risk of subdivid-
ing. This was brought to our attention
by the residents of New England Drive
as a result of a recent subdivision appli-

cation. Upon review by our town plan-
ner, Don Sammet, it was discovered
that the current zoning was an oversight
when the zoning recommendations were
made in 1991, and that the RS-16 des-
ignation is indeed more appropriate
and conforming than what exists to-
day,” Mayor Brindle said.

“I would like to thank the New En-
gland Drive residents for their advo-
cacy, and Don Sammet for his excep-
tional and thorough analysis, and the
planning board for reviewing the ordi-
nance and confirming consistency with
the Master Plan. I am encouraged by
how quickly we have been able to ad-
dress this issue from when it was first
introduced to the planning board in
November, to the resulting change to
our zoning ordinance this evening. Spe-
cial thanks to Code Review Chair-
woman Dawn Mackey for making this
a priority and facilitating a quick and
appropriate resolution.”

The council also approved an ordi-
nance designating the 129-year-old
house at 603 Clark Street as a historic
landmark.

The council additionally introduced
several ordinances that will be consid-
ered at its Tuesday, February 26, meet-
ing. One will boost penalties for viola-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


