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Councilman / Novel Writer Kranz
Talks About The Art of Writing

Tom Kranz
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Tom Kranz said he
subscribes to the adage of writing
being aggravating and annoying and
frustrating, but also something that
he could not imagine not doing. “I
started writing in high school and I
can’t stop,” he told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times. Mr. Kranz’s latest
stop is his recently published 204page novel, Killer Competition, which
follows the continuing adventures of
television journalist—and ex-con—
Bud Remmick.
Mr. Kranz, who spends some of his
non-writing time serving as a Fanwood
borough councilman, first introduced
readers to Bud Remmick in his 2017
fiction debut, Budland. His first foray
into books however, was with
Liveshot, a true account of the deadly

1985 confrontation between Philadelphia police and members of a black
liberation movement.
In Killer Competition, TV news veteran Bud Remmick is newly released
from prison after serving time for manslaughter—namely, killing his former
news director—and looking to put his
life back together with his
wife, Maggie.
Shortly after
he’s returned to
the free world,
he is called back
to the newsroom, a place
that Mr. Kranz
is quite familiar
with, having
worked
in
Philadelphia
TV news for 30
years. He told
The Leader/
Times that after
all those years
writing real
news, “it’s fun
to make stuff up
now. The more
I write, the more
I hope to get to
the ‘universal
truths’” that his
10th grade English teacher spoke
about.
He said he got the itch to write
Budland, which tracks Bud Remmick’s
crime and prison time, after being fired
by CBS in 2007. “I had anger towards
certain individuals and thought it might
be best to hit the keyboard instead of
hitting them,” Mr. Kranz said. So, he
said he channeled his anger into the

character of Bud and “entertained the
notion that doing jail time wasn’t the
worst thing if it meant eliminating a
horrible person from the face of the
earth.”
Mr. Kranz made it clear that “no
one I ever worked for ever reached
the level of evil that the bad guys in
Budland or
Killer Competition did,” and
described the
villains in his
books as “exaggerated, composite versions
of individuals I
have known in
the news business.”
While Killer
Competition
took him about
nine months to
write,
Mr.
Kranz
said
Budland took
about 10 years
to finish as he
wrote in “fits
and starts” between working
during the day
and also being
an elected official. He said he was “alternatively
excited by it and disgusted with it,”
adding that he was stymied for nearly
two years by how to end the book
“before I finally figured it out.”
When he wrote that first book, he
hadn’t planned on a sequel to follow
the further adventures of Bud
Remmick, and admitted that “there
may be one more Bud and Maggie

HERE WE GO AGAIN...Mark Smith, Lindsay Maron, James Lopez and Michael Dooley in rehearsal for Mamma Mia!,
which opens February 15 at CDC Theatre in Cranford. Mamma Mia! features music by ABBA to tell the hilarious story of
a daughter’s (Ms. Maron) quest to discover the identity of her father, bringing three men from her mother’s past back to the
island they last visited 20 years ago. Tickets and additional details can be found by visiting, cdctheatre.org.

story to be told” since several things
were left unresolved in Killer Competition.
Mr. Kranz described Bud Remmick
as “a version of me without the prison
record,” a “basically good man” with
“significant human flaws, the most
striking of which is his anger.”
While writing fiction “is cool because you can make things up as you
see fit,” said Mr. Kranz, he added the
secret to good fiction “is to connect
with the reader on a personal level by
tapping into the stupid details of life,
day-to-day human liabilities and assets.”
When asked whether he finds it
harder to write fiction or non-fiction,
he told The Times that “non-fiction
demands more discipline because it
requires research at every turn. Fiction
is also serviced by research for the
sake of clarity and realism,” he said,
“but it’s fudge-able in a made-up story.

It’s not fudge-able in a work of nonfiction.”
Mr. Kranz said he writes when he
has time — on his laptop in front of
his TV at home or at his work office
after the day has ended. “I write in
spurts,” he said, adding that the beginning “is critical because it sets the
pace going forward.” And when he
hits the inevitable wall, as all writers
do, “I just stop for however long it
takes to get my thoughts together and
then start again.” He said he doesn’t
focus on having a detailed plot outline when he starts writing. “I worry
more about the writing than I do about
a master plan, which is probably not
a good strategy, but I don’t care. It’s
more fun to me to see where things go
in the natural order of the story.”
Mr. Kranz admitted that he doesn’t
let others read his novels before
they’re published, joking that he
avoids doing so “because I am arro-

gant and stupid about criticism.” This
philosophy, he said, violates the mantra of Truman Capote and a mentor
from his Philadelphia days that “everyone needs an editor.”
Mr. Kranz self-published Killer
Competition and Budland, something
that forces him to be an aggressive
promoter of his own work. The books
are listed on major online sites and
Mr. Kranz held an author’s reception
at The Town Book Store in Westfield
recently. He said he’s also read a
number of independent authors “to
compare my work to theirs.”
Beyond the self-publishing world,
Mr. Kranz listed two science-fiction
novels, The Forever War by Joe
Haldeman and The Martian by Andy
Weir, as being among his favorites.
And Mr. Kranz reported that he is
currently “trying my hand at a sci-fi
idea I’ve had for a while. I’m 50
pages into it with a long way to go.”
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