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ROONEY 15 PTS; SHAPIRO 13 PTS, 10 RB; CROWLEY 10 PTS

Blue Devils Fall to Cardinals
In 80-77, OT B-Ball Thriller

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield and Plainfield engaged
inanoutstandingback-and-forthbattle
that went to overtimebeforethe host-
ing Cardinalsfinally prevailed 80-77,
in aboys basketball game played on
January 31 at Rico Parenti Gym.
Donyae Council and Jamarques
Lawrence each scored 18 points to
lead Plainfield to the victory.

In a clash which featured 24 lead
changeswithneither teamever build-
ing more than a seven-point advan-
tage, it wasPlainfield that wason top
whenit mattered most. TheCardinals
featured three sophomores and two
freshmen in their starting lineup yet
managed to eventheir season mark at
9-9.

“Plainfield has got guards every-
where,” said Westfield Head Coach
Jm McKeon. “They are young and
deepandthey aregoingtobegoodfor
alot of years to come. We probably
should have won in regulation but
youknow, they madeaplay at theend
and hats off to them.”

The two up and coming Union
County rivalsstoodtied at 55-55 after
threequarters. TheBlueDevilsscored
on back-to-back 3-pointers by
Sebastian Ferreroand Griffin Rooney
to take a67-62 lead with 3:35 left in
regulation. But Plainfieldroaredright
back eventually taking a 68-67 lead
withjust over aminuteto play. Rooney
connected on a free throw to tie the
contest at 68-68 with :51 remaining.
ThentheBlueDevilsseemedtobein
great shape for the win after Matt
Crowley stoleapassand converted a
lay-up to give Westfield a 70-68 lead
with just :29 remaining.

A Plainfield turnover set the Blue
Devilsup to icethe gamebut hereis

where the Cardinals demonstrated
theirwill towin. JustusWilliamsstole
theWestfieldinboundspassandfound
Tyejuan Taylor under the basket for
thegame-tying scorewith 0:11 onthe
clock. Westfield had a shot to win it
but Crowley’sdriveinto thelanewas
blocked with :05 remaining and a
desperationhalf-court heaveby Coun-
cil fell short forcing overtime.

In overtime, Westfield once again
surged tothelead. A basket by Ferrero
followed by a three-point shot from
Crowley gavetheBlueDevilsa75-70
lead with 2:30 left on the clock. But
Plainfield came back again, scoring
six pointsover the next minuteto grab
a76-75lead. Blue Devil Jacob Walsh
converted afreethrow to tiethe game
at 76-76 with 1:36 remaining.

ThenLawrencedrained a3-pointer
fromthecornertoputtheCardinalsin
command 79-76 with 1:11 to play.
Westfield had achanceto cut thelead
or eventieit but Crowley turned the
ball over when he slipped trying to
drive along the baseline causing the
ball to bounce away out of bounds
with :24 left. After the teams ex-
changed free throws, Plainfield held
an 80-77 lead with :19 left on the
clock.

Westfield'sTommy McGuirestole
the ball away and got off a 3-point
attempt that missed with :16 still re-
maining. McGuirestoletheball again
but got calledfor atravel ashetriedto
set up for atying shot with :06 to go.
Incredibly, the Blue Devils stole the
ball yet againwith:021eft but Tommy
Kane's desperation half-court shot
missed allowing Plainfield to finally
claim the hard fought victory.

“We started out kind of slow,” said
McKeon. “When they get chaoticwe
can't play that game. That is

Plainfield’s game. They like to play
that way. They are scrappy, they are
athletic and they just made one more
play than ustoday. I’ m not mad at our
kids. | think they played their butts
off. We've been in a lot of close
gamesandwewerehopingonewould
go our way.”

Withtheloss, Westfieldfell to 7-10
despitelooking very good in many of
those defeats. The Blue Devils were
led by Rooney (15 points), Hank
Shapiro (13 points, 10rebounds.) and
Crowley (10 points., 10 assists).

“Westfield is a tough team,” said
Plainfield Head Coach Michael Gor-
don. “They gave us everything they
had. We knew they would bring it
because we played them earlier this
season and it was a close game then
too, although much lower scoring.
Matt Crowley is a special player for
them. Our kids are young and they
met the challenge that Westfield
brought tonight.”

Plainfield was especidlly effective
throughout the game at hitting open
playersonthelow blocksfor lay-ups.
It was a match-up problem the Blue
Devils tried to deal with in many
different ways but could never quite
solve.

“That play worked for them be-
cause they had the guards that were
able to break down our guards and
penetratethelaneand get totherim,”
said McKeon. “ Thenthey hadtheguy
on the block who was able to step up
intotheopen areafor the pass. Wehad
to switch up the defense a couple of
times to combat that. We went to the
press, and switched to zone and went
man-to-manin an effort to keep them
off balance.”
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TRIARSI GETSFIRST IN 55H, LAWRENCE 1ST SHOT PUT

Blue Devil Girls Place Second,;
Boys Seventh at Section Track

The Westfield High School girls
indoor track team placed second at
theNorth 2, Group 4 Championships
held at the Bennett Center in Toms
River on February 3. The Lady Blue
Devils had a total of 52 behind the
Ridge Red Devils, who placed first
with a 79 total. The Westfield boys
placed seventh with a total of 20,
while the Ridge boys captured the
title with atotal of 62.

For the girls, Blue Devil Lauren

Triarsi took top honors in the 55-
meter hurdles with a time of 8.82.
Triarsi recorded atime of 8.73 inthe
preliminaries. Teammates Julia
Csorba at 9.39 and Abigail Knaul at
9.62 finished 7-8. Triarsi also placed
fourth in the high jump with a clear-
anceof 4-8 and Csorbaplacedfifth at
the same height.

Blue Devil Erica Lawrence won
the shot put with a shove of 36-4.5
and Julia Rickert placed fifth with a

Mendham in

Blue Devils Fall to Raritan,

Mat Tri-M eet

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team competed against some
heavyweightsinatri-meetinWestfield
on February 2 and came out on the
short end of a55-16 setback to 13-5
Raritan (seeded second in Central
Jersey Group 2 behind powerhouse
South Plainfield) and 35-27 to 13-3
Mendham (top-seeded in North 2,
Group 3).

Against Raritan, Blue Devil Luke
Jacobs won by 12-2 magjority deci-
sion over Alex Auletta at 106-Ibs.
Quinn Gimblette pinned Aidan
Dennehy in1:22 at 113-Ibsand Luke
Hoerle pinned Matt Vargasin 40 sec-
onds at 120-lbs. At 160-Ibs, Luke
Scanlan dropped atight 3-1 decision
toAnthony Bailey and at 220-1bs, Jon
Heard dropped a tough 5-2 decision
to Kevin Lind.

For Raritan, Justin Acevedo won
by 8-0 major decision over Brendan
Loder at 195-1bs. Anthony Aquilano
pinned Jordan Simpson 4:10 at 170-
Ibsand George Burdick pinned Mike
Price in 17 seconds at 182-lbs. At
132-1bs, Jacob Spirko pinned Tyler
Sontz in 2:47 and Cameron Rafalko

pinned Connor Ballangal in 1:16 at
138-Ibs.

Jim Ecklyn pinned James Grecoin
4:55 at 152-Ibs and Vin Mangano
beat Theo Dardia, 7-3, at 145-Ibs.
Matt Spirko (285) and Mike Lonnay
both received forfeits.

IntheMendhammatch-up, Scanlan
pinned Rob Chittendenin 36 seconds
at 160-Ibs and Simpson pinned An-
drew Bryanin 1:29 at 170-Ibs. Loder
(195) won by 20-5, 5:19techfall over
Sebastian Quinn. Jack Price beat
Shaan Dhirmalani, 6-0, at 182-Ibs.
Gimblette (113) beat Tristan
Navarino, 7-0, and Hoerle (120) won
by 13-5 major decision over Chris
Tringali.

For Mendham, Jack Bertha (106)
topped Jacobs, 7-0, Peter Tringdi (132)
beat Jeremy Silber, 10-4, and Luke
Colannino(138) wonby injury default
over Anthony Ciotta. Alex Winant
(145) wonby 4:00techfall over Dardia
and Justin Hyde (152) nipped Greco,
11-9. Nick Berry (220) edged Kevin
Vicuna, 5-4, and Gage Armijo (285)
pinned Heard in 49 seconds. Dom
DiGena (126) won by forfeit.

shove of 31-2.5. Isabel Boufarah
crossed second inthe 800 with atime
of 2:21.88, followed very closely by
Katie Hamilton at 21.89. Molly
Stogner crossed 12th at 2:40.24.
Caroline Callins finished fourth in
the 1,600 with atime of 5:21.86 and
Grace Endy finished sixthat 5:28.03.
The Blue Devils took fifth in the
4x400 with atime of 4:13.32.

Sarah Hacker placed fifth in the
3,200 with a time of 11:38.73, fol-
lowed by Sammy Salz at 11:48.69.
LizBielenfinished ninthat 11:59.07.
LeahNorton placed eighthinthepole
vault with a height of 9-0. Caroline
Bielen finished 11th in the 400 at
1:02.93 and Marie Koglin finished
17th at 1:05.5.

Intheboys’ meet, Jake Saltzer fin-
ished fourth in the 400-meterswith a
timeof 51.7, followed by Ajay Olson
at51.96. Steve Zucker finished eighth
at 52.98. TheBlueDevilsalso placed
a close second behind Elizabeth in
the 4x400 with a time of 3:26.99.
Matt Mclntyre finished fifth in the
55-meter dash with atime of 6.77.

Cooper Brennanfinishedfifthinthe
800withatimeof 2:01.79 and Ronnie
Melaofinished 16that 2:08.98. Kevin
Yucetepe finished sixth in the 3,200
with a time of 9:54.36 just ahead of
Will McGlynnat 9:57.69. Zach Spergel
finished 14th at 10:22.13.

Will Loggiafinished seventhinthe
1,600 with atime of 4:34.4 and Jack
Maranz crossed eighth at 4:37.67. In
the pole vault, Max Owens placed
eighth with a height of 10-0. Sean
Root took sixth in the shot put with a
shove of 42-9 and Jack Cioffi placed
ninth in the high jump with a clear-
ance of 5-6.

Probitas Verus Honos

Courtesy of Cranford fan

UNDEFEATED...The9-0Cranford PAL wrestlingteam of theCentral Jersey Y outh Wrestling L eaguer ecently knocked off
undefeated Woodbridge, 40-36, in Cranford. The Cranford High School Team came out to support the youth team.

Blue Devils

Raiders

Cougars
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David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING AN ESCAPE...BlueDevil | saiah Reesestandsup and attemptsto
escape the grasp of Raider Mikey Ramos in their 160-Ib bout during the Pin
Cancer showdown. Reese escaped and defeated Ramos, 7-1 (February 5, 2016).

Fromthearchivesof The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times — full accounts of
thepast can befound at goleader.com
“archives’ Click theparticular month
and year.

FOCUSING ON 2016:

February 4, 2016: Four starters
for the Westfield High School girls
basketball team delivered 100 per-
cent of the scoring and all four hit
doublefiguresin a52-34 rejection of
theAL Johnson CrusadersinWestfield
on February 4. However, every Lady
BlueDevil delivered dazzling defen-
sive performances, especialy in the
third quarter when they outscored the
Crusaders, 15-2, to put the game on
ice.

BlueDevil sopphomoreMolly Ryan
hit 15 of her team-leading 17 pointsin
the first half and four of them — 12
points — came from beyond the 3-
point arc. The inside exploits of jun-
ior Shannon Devitt stepped heavily
intotheact. Devitt drovetothebasket
and scored eight of her 14 pointsin

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2017

the third quarter. Junior Danielle
Rinaldi banged a pair of threes and

finished with 10 points. Rinaldi also
finishedwithfour assists, threesteals
and six rebounds. Senior co-captain
Amalia Montes also benefited from
the open lanes and finished with 11
points. Montes also pulled six re-
bounds and added a steal.

February 5, 2016: Competing for
aworthy cause took place on Febru-
ary 5intheAnnual Pin Cancer wres-
tling showdown between the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders and
theWestfield BlueDevils. Theprevi-
oustwo showdownswent right down
to the fina bout with the Raiders
winning in 2014 and the Blue Devils
pulling it out last year. Thistimethe
Raiderssecuredthehonorsinthenext
to last bout to finish with a 37-25
victory.

Thekey bout came at the midpoint
of the evening with Blue Devil Phil
Riccaand Raider JaylenBryant jump-
ing up a weight class to 285-lbs to
begin battle at center mat. The bout
was particularly important because
Riccahad placed secondintheUnion
County Tournament (UCT) at 220-
Ibs and Bryant placed third at that
weight. After arugged battle, Bryant
prevailed 6-4.

BlueDevil Jack Miller showed that
he has recovered quite well from an
injury hesufferedat theUCT whenhe
amassed eight takedowns of various
types, threenearfallsand areversal to
claima25-7, 6:00 technical fall over
Zack Fleischman at 170-1bs.

February 6, 2016: Freshman
OliviaFoucher’s3-pointer lateinthe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIFFICULT PERSON TO GUARD...Cougar freshman Lauren Williamson, No.
10, hastodeal with areal tough customer in Pioneer KatieKinumwhodrivestothe
basket in Cranford on February 6, 2016. Kinum scor ed 33 pointsin thePioneer win.

Cell/Text: (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes(@aol.com

BANKCR O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 10th * 1-4PM
201 Throwbridge Drive, Scotch Plains

: $12,380. THIS REFLECTS A TAX ABATEMENT UNTIL 2036.

Welcome to awonderful 55 + community. This corner home boasts a desirable FIRST FLOOR
MASTER EN SUITE & an open floor plan located in the fabulous development of Heather
Glen, just minutes to downtown Westfield. This very spacious 10 year old Colonial has a two
storied foyer with entry into a sunny 4 BR & 2 1/2 Bath home. The Living Room/Great Room
has a vaulted ceiling & wood burning fireplace. The Kitchen has granite counters, an ideal
breakfast bar & a 1st floor laundry room. The 2nd level offers a large Loft/Family Rm, plus 3
Bedrooms all with walk-in closets and a Main Bath. A large basement is an added plus. The
monthly maintenance is $312. Amenities include pool & clubhouse. Offered at $749,000.

DON'T MISS THIS OPEN HOUSE OR
CALL MARY FOR SHOWINGS OR QUESTIONS: 908-578-8198.
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