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PROUD MOMENT...Christopher Battiloro takes the oath of office for Westfield
police chief from Mayor Shelley Brindle at the town reorganization meeting as his
family looks on. Chief Battiloro became acting chief in August 2018.
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NEW GARWOOD MAYOR...Sara Todisco, pictured center, is sworn into office
as the Mayor of Garwood on January 2 by Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma
as New Jersey First Lady Tammy Murphy, pictured left, watches.

REMEMBERING MEGHAN CRILLY...Members of the Mountainside community take part in a candlelight vigil at Deerfield Elementary School in memory of
teacher Meghan Crilly. Ms. Crilly died from injuries she sustained when she was
struck by a vehicle while crossing a street in Linden.

First Half 2019, Jan.-June: WHS Principal Dies at 44; Teacher Killed By
Car; Man Arrested With Gun In School Lot; Borough Buys Ladder Truck
JANUARY
Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle, in her annual State of the Town Address, highlighted some of the accomplishments
during her first year as mayor, including improved communication, transparency and engagement with the
community.
Christopher Battiloro was formally
sworn in as Westfield police chief.
The board of education selected
Peggy Oster to serve as president and
Amy Root to serve as vice-president
for 2019. Later in the month, Lynn
Benner and Charles Ostroff resigned
from the board.
Due to significant shifts in the recycling industry, it was revealed that
Westfield’s residential recycling program would undergo changes that
impact which types of plastics would
be collected.
Neighborhood residents expressed
concerns to the town council about
not being informed by authorities
about an armed robbery at the 7Eleven on Central Avenue at 2 a.m.
on January 25.
Cranford
Patrick Giblin was chosen by his
township committee colleagues to
serve as mayor for 2019. Later in the
month, the committee, on a split vote,
approved an ordinance allowing the
mayor to appoint a fellow commissioner or township employee to fill
his seat at planning board meetings
that he is unable to attend.
The board of education selected
Kurt Petschow, Jr. to serve as president and Lisa Carbone to serve as
vice-president for 2019. Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and the board
answered questions from residents
about plans for full-day kindergarten
in the Cranford school district.
The planning board, in a 7-to-2
vote, recommended approval of
Union County College’s application
to install a cooling tower atop the roof
of MacKay Library.
Several residents asked township
committee members for their thoughts

regarding the impact that
“Reimagining Cranford” will have
on traffic, neighborhoods and related
increased school-budget costs. Mayor
Giblin said other than furthering a
beneficial relationship with the board
of education, the township committee does not oversee school budgets,
strategic plans and long-term capital
expenditure plans.
Garwood
Sara Todisco was sworn in as
mayor, making her the youngest mayor
in Garwood’s history. Newly-elected
Democrats Michael Ince and Sean
Benoit joined the council for threeyear terms. Councilman Marc
Lazarow was chosen to serve as council president. Later in the month,
Russell Graham was named to fill
Mayor Todisco’s vacant council seat.
After three rounds of voting, the
board of education remained deadlocked on whether Christine Guerriero
or Susan Groning would serve as
president for 2019. Tina Simitz would
serve as the board’s vice-president.
Denise Ridente, Ralph Trentacosta
and Maureen Scepkowski were sworn
in as members of the board.
Mountainside
Rachel Pater and Councilman Robert W. Messler were sworn in as members of the borough council.
The planning board unanimously
approved the Garnico Group’s proposal to redevelop the 5.5-acre Barnes
Tract at the end of Knights Bridge
Road and build 32 new housing units.
Scotch Plains
Democrats assumed control of the
township council with the swearing
in of Elizabeth Stamler, Joshua
Losardo and Roshan White to fouryear terms on the governing body.
Mr. Losardo was chosen to serve as
deputy mayor for 2019.
Scotch Plains residents Deb Brody,
Karen Kulikowski and Tonya Williams were sworn in to new terms as
members of the board of education.
Ms. Kulikowski was selected as president for 2019 while Evan Murray was
chosen to be vice-president.

April 10, 2019
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REMEMBERING PRINCIPAL NELSON...Some 3,000 members of the Westfield
community attend a candlelight vigil in memory of Westfield High School
Principal Derrick Nelson, Ed.D., who died April 7 of complications following a
bone marrow donor procedure at a Bergen County hospital.
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Township officials planned to redouble their efforts on planning for
the coming phases of downtown redevelopment due to a judge’s order
giving the township until June 2020
to comply with various aspects of its
affordable-housing settlement
reached with builders in 2018.
The newly-created affordablehousing advisory committee held its
first meeting, with members agreeing
to draft a mission statement for the
group and seek a consensus on ways
the State Legislature can help municipalities deal with their court-mandated affordable-housing obligations.
Fanwood
Patricia Walsh was sworn in to her
first term on the borough council along
with newly-appointed councilman
Jeffrey Banks. Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker also was sworn in to
a second three-year term.
In the midst of the month-long federal government shutdown, Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and the Scotch PlainsFanwood Ministerium offered assistance to local federal employees suffering any hardships.
Regional
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of
Westfield and Andrea Staten of
Roselle were sworn in as the newest
members of the Union County Freeholder Board. Alexander Mirabella
of Fanwood began his eighth term
while Rebecca Williams of Plainfield
began a one-year unexpired term after being appointed to fill a vacancy
left when Linda Carter resigned upon
her elevation to the State Assembly.
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford was
selected as board chairwoman for
2019, with Mr. Mirabella named vicechairman.
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit)
kicked off their campaign for re-election.
The number of homicides recorded
in Union County in 2018 plunged to
single digits — nine — for the first
time in nearly 50 years, acting Union
County Prosecutor Michael Monahan
announced.
FEBRUARY
Westfield
The town council approved an ordinance modifying the town’s zoning
map to redesignate 24 residential
properties, mostly on New England
Drive, in an effort to forestall any
potential subdivisions on the street.
The zoning board of adjustment
denied an application by CGFR LLC
to construct 18 residential apartments
at 214 East Grove Street.
The Downtown Westfield Corporation unanimously approved its 2019
budget, which, at $416,347.12, is the
same level as in 2018.
Robert Garrison and Brian
Morrissey were selected to fill two
vacancies on the board of education.
Cranford
Keenan Hughes, a planner hired by
developer Hartz Mountain Industries,
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told the planning board that building
905 new apartments at 750 Walnut
Avenue would result in $660,000 in
new annual tax revenue for the municipal government and $2.1 million
annually for the board of education.
Garwood
Councilman Lazarow said the borough council’s finance committee was
exploring several shared-services arrangements with neighboring towns
as part of its discussions of the 2019
municipal budget.
Mountainside
The board of education discussed
various options to close a potential
$867,005 budget shortfall.
Scotch Plains
After four years of essentially flat
municipal budgets, municipal property taxes could increase this year,
according to Township Manager Al
Mirabella. Municipal sewer utility
rates are set to increase this year for
the first time in 10 years due to a need
to upgrade two aging pump stations
on the south side of town.
Three proposals for redeveloping
four publicly-owned parcels in the
central business district were received
and opened in early February. Township professionals would review the
documents before the downtown redevelopment committee reviewed and
discussed the proposals.
The recreation commission would
consider a variety of requests from
the local soccer association, including new storage units at its fields, a
concession stand at the south side
field, increased access to restrooms,
more enforcement of non-permitted
players using the fields and an expanded soccer marathon.
The downtown redevelopment
committee voted to designate the East
Second Street corridor — instead of
Terrill Road — as the next phase of
redevelopment.
Fanwood
The governing body honored borough historian Joe Nagy, a long-time
Fanwood resident and volunteer who
was instrumental in helping to start
TV-35, on his 96th birthday.
Regional
An analysis by The Westfield Leader
of some of the large housing developments approved over the past few
years found that, when all are completed, some 2,500 new housing units
will be added to the area.
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority approved its 2019 budget, with
assessments for the 11 member towns
set to rise by about 4.9 percent.
MARCH
Westfield
Dozens of residents from Westfield
and neighboring Garwood asked
questions of the recreation commission about the future of the Gumbert
Park ice rink.
Mayor Brindle assured residents
that the town government shared their
concerns about the halted PSE&G
plan to upgrade its utility poles to
high-power 69kV lines on the south
side of town and threatened legal

action if the utility attempted to restart the project without significant
changes. A group of concerned citizens met with Asm. Jon Bramnick to
discuss the PSE&G project.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
the council that “the big story” about
this year’s $46.7-million municipal
budget is that there would be no increase in municipal property-tax rates
for the first time in many years.
Theresa’s Restaurant on Elm Street
closed after 25 years in business.
Fire Chief David Kelly retired after
27 years of service, the last four years
as head of the department. Deputy
Fire Chief Anthony Tiller was appointed acting chief.
Cranford
The township committee passed
resolutions to sell 83 Myrtle Street
for development, appoint Maser Consulting as the township engineer and
move emergency dispatch services to
Union County.
The board of education’s budget
was expected to be $68,522,849,
which is a 1.26-percent increase from
2018 and will result in a school-tax
increase for the average Cranford taxpayer of $167.16.

Superintendent Scott Rubin said
class sizes could be upwards of 30 to
40 students per class, which is well
over the maximum of 23 the district
has set, if the 750 Walnut Avenue
project calling for 905 apartments
was approved.
Garwood
Mayor Todisco said her newly-established joint committee, which includes representatives from the council, planning board and board of education, would meet soon. The committee was formed to provide cohesiveness, collaboration and joint-initiative execution to achieve common
goals amongst the three entities.
The municipal budget was projected to include the second-lowest
property-tax increase in the last 18
years, at $35 per household per
$100,000 in assessed value, according to Council President and Finance
Committee Chairman Marc Lazarow.
The board of education approved
its 2019-2020 preliminary budget of
$9,476,288.
Mountainside
The preliminary municipal budget
anticipated a tax increase of 1.7 perCONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CLOSED...Theresa’s Restaurant closed after 25 years in downtown Westfield.
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GOV. MURPHY IN WESTFIELD...New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy publicizes his gun-safety initiative proposals during a press conference in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Plainfield Mayor Adrian O. Mapp, Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford, Gov. Murphy, Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle and Bill Castner,
senior advisor to the governor on gun safety.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

REMEMBERING DR. NELSON...The family of the late Westfield High School
Principal, Dr. Derrick Nelson, speaks at the Memorial Day Parade in which Dr.
Nelson was the grand marshal posthumously. Dr. Nelson died from complications
as a bone marrow donor for a 14-year-old boy in France. He was an officer in the
U.S. Army Reserves for more than 20 years.

Courtesy of James Lowney/County of Union

PROUD MOMENT...Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal
Sister Percylee Hart waves to crowds at the 23rd annual parade down Morris
Avenue in Union. Sister Hart has been principal of Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains since 1980.
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cent for the average assessed home.
Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky, Ed.D., commended the
district’s teachers, staff and students
for the significant scoring increase in
the state Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) testing. Deerfield School
ranked 76th in the state with a score
of 88.2 percent.
Scotch Plains
The council approved a development plan for a nearly three-acre parcel of property on Jerusalem Road
that will help the township meet its
affordable-housing obligations.
The proposed board of education
operating budget would increase
school spending to $96,758,099, representing a 1.73-percent or
$1,646,721 increase from last year’s
$95,111,378 budget.
Most of the exterior renovations
and upgrades to the historic Frazee
House were expected to be completed
by early June.
The planning board authorized investigations of properties on East
Second Street and the former Jade
Isle property as possible areas in need
of redevelopment as township officials raced to meet court-imposed
deadlines to comply with various aspects of the municipality’s affordable-housing settlement.
Superintendent Margaret Hayes,
Ed.D., announced her retirement, effective July 31, after 13 years at the
helm. Assistant Superintendent Joan
Mast, Ed.D., was named as interim
superintendent.
After four years of relatively flat
budgets and flat tax rates, the township council introduced the 2019
municipal budget, to include a 1.95percent increase in the municipal portion of property-tax bills.
Township redevelopment officials
focused on proposals from two firms
— Advance Realty Investors, a
Bedminster-based developer that has
been involved in similar-type redevelopment projects in Harrison and
Bridgewater, and A. Gonsosa Development from Springfield — for redeveloping the four municipal-owned
properties in the downtown business
district.
Fanwood
The mayor and council reviewed a
preliminary municipal budget that
borough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins said would levy “about a 1percent” property-tax increase in
2019. Councilwoman Erin McElroy
Barker said she would like the municipal tax levy to be less than 1
percent.
A 39-year-old Linden man was arrested in the death of Fanwood resident Meghan Crilly, a second-grade
teacher at Beechwood School in
Mountainside. Ibn Collins was
charged with first-degree aggravated
manslaughter, first-degree death by
auto while driving while intoxicated
within 1,000 feet of a school, seconddegree hindering apprehension and
fourth-degree tampering with evidence in connection with the incident.
Regional
Union County College hosted state
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman

Holly Schepisi (R-39th, Westwood)
for a town hall meeting on stopping
court-mandated affordable housing,
which has resulted in a significant
increase in high-density housing development.
Union County Manager Ed Oatman
unveiled a $491.6-million budget and
said taxes countywide would increase
2 percent, “the lowest in 20 years, and
lower than last year.” The proposed
spending plan’s tax levy is $7.2 million higher than 2018.
NJ Transit held a “listening session” at the Westfield Train Station to
hear from its riders regarding “oneseat rides” to New York City along
the Raritan Valley Line.
The Union County Freeholders said
they were fully supportive of the job
Mr. Oatman had done in his first year
as county manager after a resident
questioned whether he had a conflict
of interest due to having worked for a
consulting firm having government
contracts.
Sister Percylee Hart, principal of
Union Catholic High School since
1980, served as grand marshal of the
Union County Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade in Union.
Commuters frustrated by the lack
of a one-seat train ride into Manhattan and by the incessant delays stemming from aging infrastructure were
told that area and state leaders are
working on their behalf to restore the
one-seat ride and to secure federal
funding for new Hudson River train
tunnels.
APRIL
Westfield
PSE&G issued a new proposed
route for its 69kV high-voltage power
line running through Westfield. Originally routed to zigzag through neighborhoods on the south side of town,
the new map showed the route running straight down South Avenue.
Westfield High School Principal
Derrick E. Nelson, Ed.D., 44, died
following complications from bonemarrow transplant surgery he had
undergone in February. Some 3,000
members of the Westfield community attended a candlelight vigil in his
memory.
Residents spoke to the town council to voice their opinions and concerns regarding the PSE&G highvoltage line project as well as the
monopole cell tower sought by
Verizon Wireless for the Union
County College campus near the
Westfield border.
Members of the council met with
PSE&G representatives about the
proposed high-voltage lines in the
town, and Mayor Brindle said that
“no work will occur until we get answers” to the town’s concerns.
Cranford
Elizabethtown Gas will begin replacing 87 miles of natural gas lines
throughout the township in the upcoming year, the utility’s engineering
director, Michael Scacifero, told the
township committee.
Garwood
Resident Catherine “Kitty” Madara
was presented with the first-ever
Garwood Community Spirit Award
by Mayor Todisco, who said she wants
the award to recognize a resident “who
truly puts the big heart in our borough
motto, ‘small town with a big heart’.”

Scotch Plains
If and when marijuana sales are
legalized in New Jersey, Mayor
Alexander Smith vowed that the township council would first engage with
the public about the matter before
deciding whether to allow it to be
sold at shops in town.
The owners of the shuttered
Bowcraft Amusement Park auctioned
amusement rides, arcade games,
prizes, kitchen equipment and other
items prior to the property being developed into an apartment and
townhome complex.
The township council unanimously
approved the 2019 $25.7-million
municipal budget, which will include
a 1.95-percent increase in the municipal portion of property-tax bills.
The board of education reached a
contract settlement with district teachers for the upcoming school year.
Former mayor Robert Johnston
died at age 82.
Fanwood
Realty Appraisals Company proprietor Neil Rubenstein discussed the
residential and commercial property
revaluation process commencement
at a town-hall-style meeting at Forest
Road Park.
The planning board reviewed an
ordinance that would restrict how
many residential units per acre can be
built within the municipality. Currently, the ordinance includes height
restrictions and front setback restrictions, but does not address units per
acre restrictions.
The council introduced a municipal budget of $9,965,642 that shows
a “slight decrease” in the propertytax levy per household.
Former councilman William
Populus, Jr. died at age 83.
Regional
The Union County Freeholders introduced a $490,197,756 budget that
is $6.3 million higher than in 2018.
Freeholder Fiscal Affairs Committee
Chairman Al Mirabella said the tax
levy is $900,000 below what was
originally proposed by County Manager Ed Oatman and said the 1.97percent tax-levy increase countywide
is “among the lowest in the last 20
years.”
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R21st, Westfield) announced his candidacy for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th Congressional District.
MAY
Westfield
The board of education unanimously adopted the 2019-2020
$108.5-million school budget, 94
percent of which is earmarked for
staffing expenses. The average property-tax increase will be $275.
After listening to 32 residents express their opinions on whether to
keep the winter ice rink at Gumbert
Park for another year, a split recreation commission decided to delay a
final decision until June. The commission listened to comments for
nearly two hours, with the audience
of nearly 200 split between student
skaters and their parents who favored
keeping the rink and homeowners
living near the park who decried it as
disruptive and better suited for another location.
The planning board gave its approval for Westfield’s first
microbrewery, to be located at 515523 South Avenue West.
The 2019 $4.76-million capital
bond ordinance was adopted and will
fund the acquisition of new vehicles,

road and pedestrian-safety improvements, renovation of the coffee kiosk
at the train station and improvements
to the municipal chambers and conference rooms. A separate $1-million
capital ordinance also was adopted
and will be used to finance the acquisition of vehicles, equipment and
machinery for the Department of Public Works.
Cranford
The board of education adopted
this year’s $68.5-million budget,
$66.5 million of which will be funded
by local property taxes. The increase
on the average Cranford taxpayer will
be $167.16.
The township committee adopted
the 2019 municipal budget of $39.06
million, with $23.4 million to be raised
in taxes. This represents a 1.14-percent increase in taxes over 2018,
Township Administrator Jamie Cryan
said, with the average assessed home
valued at $182,000 facing an increase
of $29.
The police department launched a
virtual neighborhood watch program
by creating a voluntary registry of
business and homeowner surveillance
camera systems, utilized to catch
criminals.
Raymond Liotta of Maser Consulting, the planning board’s planner, said
in his own fiscal-impact analysis that
both the municipality and the school
district would see a negative fiscal
impact of as much as $2.3 million
from the proposed apartment complex at 750 Walnut Avenue.
PSE&G was investigating alternative routes for upgraded power lines
that would allow the lines to run along
the Conrail railroad line, Mayor Giblin
said.
Garwood
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle and Assistant Chief John Scalzadonna discussed the fire department’s proposed
purchase of a new $1.3-million ladder truck at a town hall-style meeting
at Lincoln School. Later in the month,
Mayor Todisco and the borough council unanimously supported the
department’s purchase.
The board of education approved
the 2019-2020 school budget imposing a $7,949,970 tax levy that will be
1.9 percent higher than the previous
year and will amount to an additional
$92 per $100,000 assessed-home
value. Board member Salvatore
Piarulli voted against the budget, saying, “I think we failed. I think we
failed miserably,” pointing to “continuous” compounding of tax raises
from the board, the county and the
borough.
At Mayor Todisco’s direction, Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma would
draft a letter to Westfield Mayor
Brindle expressing residents’ concerns about the possibility of the ice
rink returning to Gumbert Park for a
second season.
Mountainside
The board of education adopted
the $20.4-million budget, with school
taxes set to increase 1.8 percent.
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) hosted a town hall meeting on alternative affordable-housing
solutions to mitigate high-density
housing’s impact on public infrastructure, schools and taxes.
Scotch Plains
The board of education adopted
the $103.2-million school budget,
with $71.9 million in taxes to be raised
in Scotch Plains and $20.6 million in

Fanwood.
The affordable-housing advisory
committee planned to focus its efforts
on promoting four bills being considered by the State Legislature that could
ease affordable-housing obligations
on municipalities.
John’s Meat Market on Park Avenue celebrated its 80th anniversary.
The township council gave its backing to two zoning ordinances that will
create an overlay zone district along
several streets — Jerusalem Road,
Waldheim Avenue and Beryllium
Road — that have been designated
for potential housing developments.
Fanwood
A Fanwood man who allegedly
made terroristic threats to a NJ Transit conductor was arrested by NJ Transit Police Department officers. The
conductor was working on a North
Jersey Coast Line train as it arrived at
Perth Amboy when the man got off
the train, brandished scissors and
threatened to harm the conductor before fleeing on foot. The conductor
was not injured.
Regional
The Union County Freeholder
Board adopted the 2019 county budget of $490.2 million, with
$367,295,299 to be raised in taxes,
an increase of $6.3 million over last
year. According to a spreadsheet released by a county spokesman,
homeowners in Westfield and Cranford will see an increase in county
taxes while homeowners in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood will see decreases.
The Freeholder Board passed a
resolution supporting municipalities
and residents affected by PSE&G’s
proposal to run high-voltage 69kV
power lines through various residential and business areas in Westfield,
Cranford and Garwood.
JUNE
Westfield
The recreation commission voted
7 to 2 to recommend to the town
council to allow Ken Anderson, the
owner of Union Sports Arena, to continue to operate the ice rink at Gumbert
Park. The council would now consider the matter.
A referendum will be held in March
2020 on whether to authorize bonds
to construct additions to certain
schools as part of an effort to institute
full-day kindergarten.
The Westfield Area Y is seeking
approval from the zoning board of
adjustment to use the backyards of
three residential houses as employee
parking that would create 15 to 20
new parking spaces.
Thomas Wilkie, a 46-year-old Delaware man, was arrested in the parking
lot of Tamaques Elementary School
after police received information from
the New Castle County, Del., police
department that he was en route to
Westfield. Wilkie was charged with
second-degree unlawful possession
of a weapon, third-degree possession
of a firearm in or upon the grounds of
an educational institution, fourth-degree possession of hollow-point bullets and fourth-degree trespassing on
school grounds. Westfield police arrived at the school around 3:54 p.m.
after receiving the warning from Delaware authorities. Wilkie was immediately taken into custody while the
school building was placed on
lockdown.
A security sweep of the building
and its perimeter was conducted prior
to the lockdown being lifted at approximately 5:32 p.m., and children
were released to their parents. Acting

Union County Prosecutor Jennifer
Davenport said police located Wilkie
in the front seat of his car, which was
parked in the school’s lot, holding a
.45-caliber handgun loaded with hollow-point bullets. Two additional
loaded magazines of ammunition
were recovered on Wilkie, with another 130 rounds of ammunition located in the vehicle’s trunk.
It was reported that Wilkie had
targeted Tamaques Elementary
School because of a relationship gone
bad with a faculty member. At a subsequent board of education meeting,
concerns about school and student
safety were addressed.
Four hundred and fifty-three members of the Westfield High School
Class of 2019 received diplomas at a
commencement ceremony held at the
National Guard Armory.
The board of education unanimously approved the appointment of
Mary Asfendis as the new high school
principal, effective August 1.
Cranford
By a 10-to-0 vote, the planning
board denied Hartz Mountain Industries’ application to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from a C-3 zone to a
multi-family residential zone.
Three hundred and twenty-two
members of the Cranford High School
Class of 2019 received diplomas at a
commencement ceremony at Memorial Field.
Garwood
The borough council unanimously
introduced a $1.3-million bond ordinance for the purchase of a ladder
truck for the fire department.
Mountainside
It was announced that Borough
Administrator James Debbie would
retire in July after 20 years in the parttime position.
The board of education thanked
retiring Chief School Administrator
Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D., for her energy, commitment and devotion to
the children of Mountainside. Ms.
Lubarsky’s retirement concluded her
eight years of service to the district.
Scotch Plains
More than 30 fire departments from
around New Jersey took part in a
parade and community picnic to mark
the 150th anniversary of the Scotch
Plains Fire Department.
The township council said it will
consider endorsing an application to
state authorities by the Chillin’ Out
coffee and smoke shop that is seeking
to become a dispensary for medical
marijuana.
Three hundred and eighty-nine
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2019
received diplomas at a commencement ceremony at Perry Tyson Field.
Fanwood
The borough council approved the
2019 $9.97-million municipal budget, with expenditures and municipal
tax rates set to be lower than in 2018.
Regional
In an effort to stop the courts or
Union County from re-districting
school children to schools outside
the boundaries of their hometown,
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R21st,Westfield) introduced a Constitutional amendment protecting the
rights of parents to send their children to local schools.
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RECOGNIZED BY STATE PBA...Westfield Police Officers are recognized by
the New Jersey State PBA at its annual valor awards banquet in Atlantic City on
November 23 for their actions on June 13 at Tamaques Elementary School, where
a man armed with a loaded .45-caliber gun was arrested. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Sgt. Nicholas Bruno, Det. Jason Merritt, Plainclothes Officer Elizabeth
Savnik, Officer Tiffany Kenny, Officer Joseph Habeiche, Officer Jeffrey Johnson
and Officer Michael Pollock.

January 2, 2019
Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader

NEW ORDER IN CRANFORD... Township Clerk Patricia Donahue administers
the oath of office to 2019 Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, pictured right, as he is
surrounded by family members at the January 2 Cranford Township Committee
reorganization meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

PLAY BALL!...Elected officials throw out the first ball following the annual
Westfield Baseball League Parade en route to Gumbert Field.
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READY FOR BUSINESS...The 2019 Scotch Plains Township Council sits at the
dais for the first time at the New Year’s Day reorganization meeting. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Deputy Mayor Joshua
Losardo, Mayor Al Smith, Councilman Ted Spera and Councilman Roshan
White.

UPGRADING FRAZEE HOUSE....The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House Committee presented an update to the community regarding the Frazee
House (pictured above) restoration on February 28 at the Scotch Hills Country
Club at 820 Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REMEMBERING MEGHAN CRILLY...Members of the Mountainside community
take part in a candlelight vigil at Deerfield Elementary School in memory of teacher
Meghan Crilly of Fanwood. Ms. Crilly died from injuries she sustained when she was
struck by a vehicle the previous month while crossing a street in Linden.

First Half 2019, Jan.-June: Scotch Plains Dems Assume Control; Fire
Dept. Marks 150th Anniversary; Fanwood Teacher Killed By Car;
JANUARY
Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle, in her annual State of the Town Address, highlighted some of the accomplishments
during her first year as mayor, including improved communication, transparency and engagement with the
community.
Christopher Battiloro was formally
sworn in as Westfield police chief.
The board of education selected
Peggy Oster to serve as president and
Amy Root to serve as vice-president
for 2019. Later in the month, Lynn
Benner and Charles Ostroff resigned
from the board.
Due to significant shifts in the recycling industry, it was revealed that
Westfield’s residential recycling program would undergo changes that
impact which types of plastics would
be collected.
Neighborhood residents expressed
concerns to the town council about
not being informed by authorities
about an armed robbery at the 7Eleven on Central Avenue at 2 a.m.
on January 25.
Cranford
Patrick Giblin was chosen by his
township committee colleagues to
serve as mayor for 2019. Later in the
month, the committee, on a split vote,
approved an ordinance allowing the
mayor to appoint a fellow commissioner or township employee to fill
his seat at planning board meetings
that he is unable to attend.
The board of education selected
Kurt Petschow, Jr. to serve as president and Lisa Carbone to serve as
vice-president for 2019. Superintendent Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and the board
answered questions from residents
about plans for full-day kindergarten
in the Cranford school district.
The planning board, in a 7-to-2
vote, recommended approval of
Union County College’s application
to install a cooling tower atop the roof
of MacKay Library.
Several residents asked township

committee members for their thoughts
regarding the impact that
“Reimagining Cranford” will have
on traffic, neighborhoods and related
increased school-budget costs. Mayor
Giblin said other than furthering a
beneficial relationship with the board
of education, the township committee does not oversee school budgets,
strategic plans and long-term capital
expenditure plans.
Garwood
Sara Todisco was sworn in as
mayor, making her the youngest mayor
in Garwood’s history. Newly-elected
Democrats Michael Ince and Sean
Benoit joined the council for threeyear terms. Councilman Marc
Lazarow was chosen to serve as council president. Later in the month,
Russell Graham was named to fill
Mayor Todisco’s vacant council seat.
After three rounds of voting, the
board of education remained deadlocked on whether Christine Guerriero
or Susan Groning would serve as
president for 2019. Tina Simitz would
serve as the board’s vice-president.
Denise Ridente, Ralph Trentacosta
and Maureen Scepkowski were sworn
in as members of the board.
Mountainside
Rachel Pater and Councilman Robert W. Messler were sworn in as members of the borough council.
The planning board unanimously
approved the Garnico Group’s proposal to redevelop the 5.5-acre Barnes
Tract at the end of Knights Bridge
Road and build 32 new housing units.
Scotch Plains
Democrats assumed control of the
township council with the swearing
in of Elizabeth Stamler, Joshua
Losardo and Roshan White to fouryear terms on the governing body.
Mr. Losardo was chosen to serve as
deputy mayor for 2019.
Scotch Plains residents Deb Brody,
Karen Kulikowski and Tonya Williams were sworn in to new terms as
members of the board of education.
Ms. Kulikowski was selected as presiMarch 16, 2019

Courtesy of James Lowney/County of Union

PROUD MOMENT...Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal
Sister Percylee Hart waves to crowds at the 23rd annual parade down Morris
Avenue in Union. Sister Hart has been principal of Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains since 1980.

Frank D. Isoldi
@frankdisoldi

•

•

dent for 2019 while Evan Murray was
chosen to be vice-president.
Township officials planned to redouble their efforts on planning for
the coming phases of downtown redevelopment due to a judge’s order
giving the township until June 2020
to comply with various aspects of its
affordable-housing settlement
reached with builders in 2018.
The newly-created affordablehousing advisory committee held its
first meeting, with members agreeing
to draft a mission statement for the
group and seek a consensus on ways
the State Legislature can help municipalities deal with their court-mandated affordable-housing obligations.
Fanwood
Patricia Walsh was sworn in to her
first term on the borough council along
with newly-appointed councilman
Jeffrey Banks. Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker also was sworn in to
a second three-year term.
In the midst of the month-long federal government shutdown, Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and the Scotch PlainsFanwood Ministerium offered assistance to local federal employees suffering any hardships.
Regional
Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of
Westfield and Andrea Staten of
Roselle were sworn in as the newest
members of the Union County Freeholder Board. Alexander Mirabella
of Fanwood began his eighth term
while Rebecca Williams of Plainfield
began a one-year unexpired term after being appointed to fill a vacancy
left when Linda Carter resigned upon
her elevation to the State Assembly.
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford was
selected as board chairwoman for
2019, with Mr. Mirabella named vicechairman.
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) andAssemblywoman Nancy
Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) kicked off
their campaign for re-election.
The number of homicides recorded
in Union County in 2018 plunged to
single digits — nine — for the first
time in nearly 50 years, acting Union
County Prosecutor Michael Monahan
announced.
FEBRUARY
Westfield
The town council approved an ordinance modifying the town’s zoning
map to redesignate 24 residential
properties, mostly on New England
Drive, in an effort to forestall any
potential subdivisions on the street.
The zoning board of adjustment
denied an application by CGFR LLC
to construct 18 residential apartments
at 214 East Grove Street.
The Downtown Westfield Corporation unanimously approved its 2019
budget, which, at $416,347.12, is the
same level as in 2018.
Robert Garrison and Brian
Morrissey were selected to fill two
vacancies on the board of education.
Cranford
Keenan Hughes, a planner hired by

908.787.5990
@homeswestfield

•

developer Hartz Mountain Industries,
told the planning board that building
905 new apartments at 750 Walnut
Avenue would result in $660,000 in
new annual tax revenue for the municipal government and $2.1 million
annually for the board of education.
Garwood
Councilman Lazarow said the borough council’s finance committee was
exploring several shared-services arrangements with neighboring towns
as part of its discussions of the 2019
municipal budget.
Mountainside
The board of education discussed
various options to close a potential
$867,005 budget shortfall.
Scotch Plains
After four years of essentially flat
municipal budgets, municipal property taxes could increase this year,
according to Township Manager Al
Mirabella. Municipal sewer utility
rates are set to increase this year for
the first time in 10 years due to a need
to upgrade two aging pump stations
on the south side of town.
Three proposals for redeveloping
four publicly-owned parcels in the
central business district were received
and opened in early February. Township professionals would review the
documents before the downtown redevelopment committee reviewed and
discussed the proposals.
The recreation commission would
consider a variety of requests from
the local soccer association, including new storage units at its fields, a
concession stand at the south side
field, increased access to restrooms,
more enforcement of non-permitted
players using the fields and an expanded soccer marathon.
The downtown redevelopment
committee voted to designate the East
Second Street corridor — instead of
Terrill Road — as the next phase of
redevelopment.
Fanwood
The governing body honored borough historian Joe Nagy, a long-time
Fanwood resident and volunteer who
was instrumental in helping to start
TV-35, on his 96th birthday.
Regional
An analysis by The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times of some of the large
housing developments approved over
the past few years found that, when
all are completed, some 2,500 new
housing units will be added to the
area.
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority approved its 2019 budget, with
assessments for the 11 member towns
set to rise by about 4.9 percent.
MARCH
Westfield
Dozens of residents from Westfield
and neighboring Garwood asked
questions of the recreation commission about the future of the Gumbert
Park ice rink.
Mayor Brindle assured residents
that the town government shared their
concerns about the halted PSE&G
plan to upgrade its utility poles to

high-power 69kV lines on the south
side of town and threatened legal
action if the utility attempted to restart the project without significant
changes. A group of concerned citizens met with Asm. Jon Bramnick to
discuss the PSE&G project.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
the council that “the big story” about
this year’s $46.7-million municipal
budget is that there would be no increase in municipal property-tax rates
for the first time in many years.
Theresa’s Restaurant on Elm Street
closed after 25 years in business.
Fire Chief David Kelly retired after
27 years of service, the last four years
as head of the department. Deputy
Fire Chief Anthony Tiller was appointed acting chief.
Cranford
The township committee passed
resolutions to sell 83 Myrtle Street

for development, appoint Maser Consulting as the township engineer and
move emergency dispatch services to
Union County.
The board of education’s budget
was expected to be $68,522,849,
which is a 1.26-percent increase from
2018 and will result in a school-tax
increase for the average Cranford taxpayer of $167.16.
Superintendent Scott Rubin said
class sizes could be upwards of 30 to
40 students per class, which is well
over the maximum of 23 the district
has set, if the 750 Walnut Avenue
project calling for 905 apartments
was approved.
Garwood
Mayor Todisco said her newly-established joint committee, which includes representatives from the council, planning board and board of eduCONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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April 27, 2019
Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THANK YOU, MAYOR JOHNSTON...Hundreds of people paid their respects at
the funeral service at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains for former
Scotch Plains Mayor, Councilman and Planning Board member Robert Johnston.
Among the attendees, at least seven Miss New Jerseys, Mayor Al Smith and other
local politicians. Mr. Johnston’s wife, Sally, is President Emeritus of the Miss New
Jersey Education Foundation.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF SPFD...Dozens of fire departments across
Union County and New Jersey participated in the Scotch Plains Fire Department’s
150th anniversary parade down Westfield Avenue in the township. Westfield,
Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth, Garwood, Mountainside and Linden were among the
neighboring municipalities represented.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUPPORT FOR OUR NATION...The Scotch Plains Italian American Club
showed its support for our nation with its float in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Memorial Day Parade.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TIME FOR A FLY-OVER...The 150th anniversary celebration of the Scotch
Plains Fire Department included a fly-over by a New Jersey State Police helicopter.

Year in Review
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cation, would meet soon. The committee was formed to provide cohesiveness, collaboration and joint-initiative execution to achieve common
goals amongst the three entities.
The municipal budget was projected to include the second-lowest
property-tax increase in the last 18
years, at $35 per household per
$100,000 in assessed value, according to Council President and Finance
Committee Chairman Marc Lazarow.
The board of education approved
its 2019-2020 preliminary budget of
$9,476,288.
Mountainside
The preliminary municipal budget
anticipated a tax increase of 1.7 percent for the average assessed home.
Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky, Ed.D., commended the
district’s teachers, staff and students
for the significant scoring increase in
the state Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) testing. Deerfield School
ranked 76th in the state with a score
of 88.2 percent.
Scotch Plains
The council approved a development plan for a nearly three-acre parcel of property on Jerusalem Road
that will help the township meet its
affordable-housing obligations.
The proposed board of education
operating budget would increase
school spending to $96,758,099, representing a 1.73-percent or
$1,646,721 increase from last year’s
$95,111,378 budget.
Most of the exterior renovations
and upgrades to the historic Frazee
House were expected to be completed
by early June.
The planning board authorized investigations of properties on East
Second Street and the former Jade
Isle property as possible areas in need
of redevelopment as township officials raced to meet court-imposed
deadlines to comply with various aspects of the municipality’s affordable-housing settlement.
Superintendent Margaret Hayes,
Ed.D., announced her retirement, effective July 31, after 13 years at the
helm. Assistant Superintendent Joan
Mast, Ed.D., was named as interim
superintendent.
After four years of relatively flat
budgets and flat tax rates, the township council introduced the 2019
municipal budget, to include a 1.95percent increase in the municipal portion of property-tax bills.
Township redevelopment officials
focused on proposals from two firms
— Advance Realty Investors, a
Bedminster-based developer that has
been involved in similar-type redevelopment projects in Harrison and
Bridgewater, and A. Gonsosa Development from Springfield — for redeveloping the four municipal-owned
properties in the downtown business
district.
Fanwood
The mayor and council reviewed a
preliminary municipal budget that
borough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins said would levy “about a 1percent” property-tax increase in
2019. Councilwoman Erin McElroy
Barker said she would like the municipal tax levy to be less than 1
percent.
A 39-year-old Linden man was arrested in the death of Fanwood resident Meghan Crilly, a second-grade

teacher at Beechwood School in
Mountainside. Ibn Collins was
charged with first-degree aggravated
manslaughter, first-degree death by
auto while driving while intoxicated
within 1,000 feet of a school, seconddegree hindering apprehension and
fourth-degree tampering with evidence in connection with the incident.
Regional
Union County College hosted state
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Holly Schepisi (R-39th, Westwood)
for a town hall meeting on stopping
court-mandated affordable housing,
which has resulted in a significant
increase in high-density housing development.
Union County Manager Ed Oatman
unveiled a $491.6-million budget and
said taxes countywide would increase
2 percent, “the lowest in 20 years, and
lower than last year.” The proposed
spending plan’s tax levy is $7.2 million higher than 2018.
NJ Transit held a “listening session” at the Westfield Train Station to
hear from its riders regarding “oneseat rides” to New York City along
the Raritan Valley Line.
The Union County Freeholders said
they were fully supportive of the job
Mr. Oatman had done in his first year
as county manager after a resident
questioned whether he had a conflict
of interest due to having worked for a
consulting firm having government
contracts.
Sister Percylee Hart, principal of
Union Catholic High School since
1980, served as grand marshal of the
Union County Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade in Union.
Commuters frustrated by the lack
of a one-seat train ride into Manhattan and by the incessant delays stemming from aging infrastructure were
told that area and state leaders are
working on their behalf to restore the
one-seat ride and to secure federal
funding for new Hudson River train
tunnels.
APRIL
Westfield
PSE&G issued a new proposed
route for its 69kV high-voltage power
line running through Westfield. Originally routed to zigzag through neighborhoods on the south side of town,
the new map showed the route running straight down South Avenue.
Westfield High School Principal
Derrick E. Nelson, Ed.D., 44, died
following complications from bonemarrow transplant surgery he had
undergone in February. Some 3,000
members of the Westfield community attended a candlelight vigil in his
memory.
Residents spoke to the town council to voice their opinions and concerns regarding the PSE&G highvoltage line project as well as the
monopole cell tower sought by
Verizon Wireless for the Union
County College campus near the
Westfield border.
Members of the council met with
PSE&G representatives about the
proposed high-voltage lines in the
town, and Mayor Brindle said that
“no work will occur until we get answers” to the town’s concerns.
Cranford
Elizabethtown Gas will begin replacing 87 miles of natural gas lines

throughout the township in the upcoming year, the utility’s engineering
director, Michael Scacifero, told the
township committee.
Garwood
Resident Catherine “Kitty” Madara
was presented with the first-ever
Garwood Community Spirit Award
by Mayor Todisco, who said she wants
the award to recognize a resident “who
truly puts the big heart in our borough
motto, ‘small town with a big heart’.”
Scotch Plains
If and when marijuana sales are
legalized in New Jersey, Mayor
Alexander Smith vowed that the township council would first engage with
the public about the matter before
deciding whether to allow it to be
sold at shops in town.
The owners of the shuttered
Bowcraft Amusement Park auctioned
amusement rides, arcade games,
prizes, kitchen equipment and other
items prior to the property being developed into an apartment and
townhome complex.
The township council unanimously
approved the 2019 $25.7-million
municipal budget, which will include
a 1.95-percent increase in the municipal portion of property-tax bills.
The board of education reached a
contract settlement with district teachers for the upcoming school year.
Former mayor Robert Johnston
died at age 82.
Fanwood
Realty Appraisals Company proprietor Neil Rubenstein discussed the
residential and commercial property
revaluation process commencement
at a town-hall-style meeting at Forest
Road Park.
The planning board reviewed an
ordinance that would restrict how
many residential units per acre can be
built within the municipality. Currently, the ordinance includes height
restrictions and front setback restrictions, but does not address units per
acre restrictions.
The council introduced a municipal budget of $9,965,642 that shows
a “slight decrease” in the propertytax levy per household.
Former councilman William
Populus, Jr. died at age 83.
Regional
The Union County Freeholders introduced a $490,197,756 budget that
is $6.3 million higher than in 2018.
Freeholder Fiscal Affairs Committee
Chairman Al Mirabella said the tax
levy is $900,000 below what was
originally proposed by County Manager Ed Oatman and said the 1.97percent tax-levy increase countywide
is “among the lowest in the last 20
years.”
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R21st, Westfield) announced his candidacy for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th Congressional District.
MAY
Westfield
The board of education unanimously adopted the 2019-2020
$108.5-million school budget, 94
percent of which is earmarked for
staffing expenses. The average property-tax increase will be $275.
After listening to 32 residents express their opinions on whether to
keep the winter ice rink at Gumbert
Park for another year, a split recreation commission decided to delay a
final decision until June. The commission listened to comments for
nearly two hours, with the audience
of nearly 200 split between student
skaters and their parents who favored

keeping the rink and homeowners
living near the park who decried it as
disruptive and better suited for another location.
The planning board gave its approval for Westfield’s first
microbrewery, to be located at 515523 South Avenue West.
The 2019 $4.76-million capital
bond ordinance was adopted and will
fund the acquisition of new vehicles,
road and pedestrian-safety improvements, renovation of the coffee kiosk
at the train station and improvements
to the municipal chambers and conference rooms. A separate $1-million
capital ordinance also was adopted
and will be used to finance the acquisition of vehicles, equipment and
machinery for the Department of Public Works.
Cranford
The board of education adopted
this year’s $68.5-million budget,
$66.5 million of which will be funded
by local property taxes. The increase
on the average Cranford taxpayer will
be $167.16.
The township committee adopted
the 2019 municipal budget of $39.06
million, with $23.4 million to be raised
in taxes. This represents a 1.14-percent increase in taxes over 2018,
Township Administrator Jamie Cryan
said, with the average assessed home
valued at $182,000 facing an increase
of $29.
The police department launched a
virtual neighborhood watch program
by creating a voluntary registry of
business and homeowner surveillance
camera systems, utilized to catch
criminals.
Raymond Liotta of Maser Consulting, the planning board’s planner, said
in his own fiscal-impact analysis that
both the municipality and the school
district would see a negative fiscal
impact of as much as $2.3 million
from the proposed apartment complex at 750 Walnut Avenue.
PSE&G was investigating alternative routes for upgraded power lines
that would allow the lines to run along
the Conrail railroad line, Mayor Giblin
said.
Garwood
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle and Assistant Chief John Scalzadonna discussed the fire department’s proposed
purchase of a new $1.3-million ladder truck at a town hall-style meeting
at Lincoln School. Later in the month,
Mayor Todisco and the borough council unanimously supported the
department’s purchase.
The board of education approved
the 2019-2020 school budget imposing a $7,949,970 tax levy that will be
1.9 percent higher than the previous
year and will amount to an additional
$92 per $100,000 assessed-home
value. Board member Salvatore
Piarulli voted against the budget, saying, “I think we failed. I think we
failed miserably,” pointing to “continuous” compounding of tax raises
from the board, the county and the
borough.
At Mayor Todisco’s direction, Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma would
draft a letter to Westfield Mayor
Brindle expressing residents’ concerns about the possibility of the ice
rink returning to Gumbert Park for a
second season.
Mountainside
The board of education adopted
the $20.4-million budget, with school
taxes set to increase 1.8 percent.
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,

Westfield) hosted a town hall meeting on alternative affordable-housing
solutions to mitigate high-density
housing’s impact on public infrastructure, schools and taxes.
Scotch Plains
The board of education adopted
the $103.2-million school budget,
with $71.9 million in taxes to be raised
in Scotch Plains and $20.6 million in
Fanwood.
The affordable-housing advisory
committee planned to focus its efforts
on promoting four bills being considered by the State Legislature that could
ease affordable-housing obligations
on municipalities.
John’s Meat Market on Park Avenue celebrated its 80th anniversary.
The township council gave its backing to two zoning ordinances that will
create an overlay zone district along
several streets — Jerusalem Road,
Waldheim Avenue and Beryllium
Road — that have been designated
for potential housing developments.
Fanwood
A Fanwood man who allegedly
made terroristic threats to a NJ Transit conductor was arrested by NJ Transit Police Department officers. The
conductor was working on a North
Jersey Coast Line train as it arrived at
Perth Amboy when the man got off
the train, brandished scissors and
threatened to harm the conductor before fleeing on foot. The conductor
was not injured.
Regional
The Union County Freeholder
Board adopted the 2019 county budget of $490.2 million, with
$367,295,299 to be raised in taxes,
an increase of $6.3 million over last
year. According to a spreadsheet released by a county spokesman,
homeowners in Westfield and Cranford will see an increase in county
taxes while homeowners in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood will see decreases.
The Freeholder Board passed a
resolution supporting municipalities
and residents affected by PSE&G’s
proposal to run high-voltage 69kV
power lines through various residential and business areas in Westfield,
Cranford and Garwood.
JUNE
Westfield
The recreation commission voted
7 to 2 to recommend to the town
council to allow Ken Anderson, the
owner of Union Sports Arena, to continue to operate the ice rink at Gumbert
Park. The council would now consider the matter.
A referendum will be held in March
2020 on whether to authorize bonds
to construct additions to certain
schools as part of an effort to institute
full-day kindergarten.
The Westfield Area Y is seeking
approval from the zoning board of
adjustment to use the backyards of
three residential houses as employee
parking that would create 15 to 20
new parking spaces.
Thomas Wilkie, a 46-year-old Delaware man, was arrested in the parking
lot of Tamaques Elementary School
after police received information from
the New Castle County, Del., police
department that he was en route to
Westfield. Wilkie was charged with
second-degree unlawful possession
of a weapon, third-degree possession
of a firearm in or upon the grounds of
an educational institution, fourth-degree possession of hollow-point bullets and fourth-degree trespassing on
school grounds. Westfield police arrived at the school around 3:54 p.m.
after receiving the warning from Delaware authorities. Wilkie was immedi-

ately taken into custody while the
school building was placed on
lockdown.
A security sweep of the building
and its perimeter was conducted prior
to the lockdown being lifted at approximately 5:32 p.m., and children
were released to their parents. Acting
Union County Prosecutor Jennifer
Davenport said police located Wilkie
in the front seat of his car, which was
parked in the school’s lot, holding a
.45-caliber handgun loaded with hollow-point bullets. Two additional
loaded magazines of ammunition
were recovered on Wilkie, with another 130 rounds of ammunition located in the vehicle’s trunk.
It was reported that Wilkie had
targeted Tamaques Elementary
School because of a relationship gone
bad with a faculty member. At a subsequent board of education meeting,
concerns about school and student
safety were addressed.
Four hundred and fifty-three members of the Westfield High School
Class of 2019 received diplomas at a
commencement ceremony held at the
National Guard Armory.
The board of education unanimously approved the appointment of
Mary Asfendis as the new high school
principal, effective August 1.
Cranford
By a 10-to-0 vote, the planning
board denied Hartz Mountain Industries’ application to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from a C-3 zone to a
multi-family residential zone.
Three hundred and twenty-two
members of the Cranford High School
Class of 2019 received diplomas at a
commencement ceremony at Memorial Field.
Garwood
The borough council unanimously
introduced a $1.3-million bond ordinance for the purchase of a ladder
truck for the fire department.
Mountainside
It was announced that Borough
Administrator James Debbie would
retire in July after 20 years in the parttime position.
The board of education thanked
retiring Chief School Administrator
Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D., for her energy, commitment and devotion to
the children of Mountainside. Ms.
Lubarsky’s retirement concluded her
eight years of service to the district.
Scotch Plains
More than 30 fire departments from
around New Jersey took part in a
parade and community picnic to mark
the 150th anniversary of the Scotch
Plains Fire Department.
The township council said it will
consider endorsing an application to
state authorities by the Chillin’ Out
coffee and smoke shop that is seeking
to become a dispensary for medical
marijuana.
Three hundred and eighty-nine
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2019
received diplomas at a commencement ceremony at Perry Tyson Field.
Fanwood
The borough council approved the
2019 $9.97-million municipal budget, with expenditures and municipal
tax rates set to be lower than in 2018.
Regional
In an effort to stop the courts or
Union County from re-districting
school children to schools outside
the boundaries of their hometown,
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R21st,Westfield) introduced a Constitutional amendment protecting the
rights of parents to send their children to local schools.

November 23, 2019
RECOGNIZED BY STATE PBA...Westfield Police Officers are recognized by
the New Jersey State PBA at its annual valor awards banquet in Atlantic City on
November 23, for their actions on June 13 at Tamaques Elementary School, where
a man armed with a loaded .45-caliber gun was arrested. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Sgt. Nicholas Bruno, Det. Jason Merritt, Plainclothes Officer Elizabeth
Savnik, Officer Tiffany Kenny, Officer Joseph Habeiche, Officer Jeffrey Johnson
and Officer Michael Pollock.

May 27, 2019
Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REMEMBERING DR. NELSON...The family of the late Westfield High School
Principal, Dr. Derrick Nelson, speaks at the Memorial Day Parade in which Dr.
Nelson was the grand marshal posthumously. Dr. Nelson died in April from
complications as a bone marrow donor for a 14-year-old boy in France. He was an
officer in the U.S. Army Reserves for more than 20 years.

May 11, 2019
Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A SCOTCH PLAINS LANDMARK...John’s Meat Market celebrated its 80th
anniversary in grand style in Scotch Plains. Nick and Vincent Losavio, owners of
John’s Meat Market, hosted family, friends and hundreds of patrons.
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S p a r k i n g t h e M i n d S e r i e s a t t h e J CC
An opportunity to learn, to discuss and to be a part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages.

Great Art Exhibits You May Have Missed with Barbara Tomlinson

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains

The Extraordinary Saga of Sergei Shchukin: Tuesday, January 14 and 21 • 11:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.
David Hockney and Vincent Van Gogh: Tuesday, January 28 • 11:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.
Snow Scenes from Breughel to Monet: Tuesday, February 4 • 11:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.

www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

Raises Approved for 2019;
Kemper Contract Extended
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAPPY HANUKKAH...Fourth Ward Councilman-elect Scott Katz lights the
Westfield Menorah in front of the Westfield Train Station as Rabbi Levi Block
(in front) of the Union County Torah Center looks on. As part of the ceremony,
a Hanukkah gelt and tiny menorahs were dropped to the crowd by parachute
from a fire department ladder truck. Attendees were treated to donuts after
the ceremony. See more pictures at www.goleader.com.

Dr. Sunita Merriman and her Team at
229 Charles Street in Westfield wish you a
Very Happy, Safe and Healthy Holiday Season
WESTFIELD — Dr. Merriman has
been serving the Westfield/Scotch
Plains community and its neighboring
areas for the past two decades. She is

Dr. Sunita Merriman
very excited about bringing her
expertise and passion for continuous
learning and her understanding of total
wellbeing to you in the new decade.
The New Jersey Dental Sleep
Medicine Center, NJDSMC
www.njdentalsleepmedicine.com and
the New Jersey Dental Health Center,
NJDHC www.DoctorMerriman.com
offers care for the treatment of Sleep
Apnea, Snoring, CPAP Intolerance,
Sleep Bruxism and Dental Health.

The entire team focuses not only on
treating disease, but on promoting
preventive care and, inspiring optimal
living.
“It has been my privilege to have
the opportunity to care for my patients
and their families for all these years. I
look forward to 2020 being the start of
my 3rd decade as a health care
professional in this wonderful
community.”
Dr. Merriman is a graduate of The
College of Dentistry of New York
University. She is a Diplomate of both,
the American Board of Dental Sleep
Medicine (ABDSM) and the
American Board of Craniofacial
Dental Sleep Medicine (ABCDSM).
Dr. Merriman is also a published
author who is committed to
passionately advocating for those who
suffer from mental illness and
childhood trauma and is the author of
a
weekly
blog
at
www.selfloveselfcarefirst.com. You
can learn more about her at
SunitaMerriman.com and can call
908-389-0222 to make an
appointment at her Sleep Center or
her Dental Practice.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday adopted
an ordinance approving salary increases for the nine board members
as well as department directors. In
addition, the board approved a new
five-year contract for KemperSports,
which has managed the county’s two
public golf courses for the last 10
years.
The freeholder chair’s salary will
go from $35,034 to $35,734; the vicechairman from $33,922 to $34,600,
and the six remaining freeholders from
$32,810 to $33,466.
County Manager Ed Oatman’s salary will increase from $173,648 to
$182,330, a 5-percent increase. He
has been manager since March 1,
2018, when he replaced Al Faella,
who retired. Mr. Oatman was paid
$169,000 when he was hired.
Other salaries are as follows:
County Counsel, from $173,648 to
$179,996; Director of Economic
Development/Deputy County Manager, from $157,396 to $160,543;
Director of Finance/County Treasurer
and CCFO, from $153,551 to
$156,622; Director of Engineering,
Public Works and Facilities, from
$150,151 to $153,154; Director of
Administrative Services, from
$139,224 to $142,272; Director of
Public Safety, from $139,483 to
$142,272; Director of Human Services, from $136,658 to $139,391;
Director of Parks and Recreation,
from $137,051 to $139,792; and Director of Corrections, from $133,000
to $135,660.
Under a separate resolution, the
board approved salary increases for
the county’s three constitutional officers, Sheriff Peter Corvelli, County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and County
Surrogate Jim LaCorte. Their salaries in 2020 will be $168,459, Mr.
Oatman said. According to online
records, they currently earn $161,841
as constitutional officers.
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said Mr. Oatman was given a 8 percent raise the prior year, which was
disputed by board members. He also
questioned Mr. Oatman’s qualifications for the manager’s job.
Mr. Paterson said his calculations
show department heads getting raises
in the past of between 4 and 8 percent.
Mr. Paterson said most of the direc-

ACCIDENTS &
PERSONAL
INJURY LAW
CALL
JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.
Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.
Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.
Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.
Wade Suthard, Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

tors at last week’s meeting received 2
percent increases. “So I guessed you
toned it (raises) down,” he said.
“You (the board) just don’t know
how to spent money. You spent it
frivolously,” he told the board in discussing department head raises.
County Counsel Robert Barry said
he “has no idea what the speaker (Mr.
Paterson) was taking about” in terms
of department directors past raises,
saying Mr. Paterson’s comments are
“not sustained.”
Mr. Granados accused Mr. Paterson
of presenting “false facts” in his statements and suggested he reach to himself or the other freeholders to ensure
he has the correct information before
making public statements. He said Mr.
Oatman’s raise in 2018 was 2 percent.
“I’m not going to go through Mr.
Oatman’s resume, but quite clearly
he is doing an excellent job for Union
County,” Ms. Kowalski said. Noting
that he and the department directors
“will continue to provide services for
the people of the county,” she said
Mr. Oatman’s raise was “justified.”
In other business, the board extended the contract of KemperSports
Management of Northbrook, Ill.
through December 31, 2024 at a contract amount of $1,018,440 to manage the operations and concessionaire services at Galloping Hill and
Ash Brook Golf Courses. As part of
the contract, the county will receive a
concession fee of 8 percent per year
from all pro shops, food and beverage gross sales.
In addition, Kemper’s contract to
manage the Scotch Hills Golf Course
in Scotch Plains was extended through
December 31, 2024 at a contract total
of $180,000. Similar to the contract
for Galloping Hill and Ash Brook, the
county receives a concession fee of 8
percent for all pro shop, food and
beverage gross sales.
The board voted to extend the
county’s shared services agreement
with Scotch Plains to also run through
the end of 2024 for management of
Scotch Hills at amount not to exceed
$3,000 per month for a total of
$180,000 to be reimbursed by the
Township of Scotch Plains.
The board approved 2020 operational budgets for Kemper of $4.8
million for the two golf courses,
$639,269 for the Warinanco Sports
Facility, and $269,711 for the Scotch
Hills Golf Course.
The board’s next meeting will be
they reorganize on Sunday, January 5
at noon in the courtroom of State
Superior Court Assignment Judge
Karen Cassidy.

End-of-Life Planning,
Palliative Care Bills
Head to Gov.’s Desk
TRENTON — The Assembly voted
last week to advance three bills sponsored by Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21st, Summit) to improve
care for patients with serious illnesses
or dealing with end-of-life issues.
The first bill, A-4683, requires certain medical facilities to undertake
end-of-life planning and training. It
requires health providers and administrative staff at hospitals and nursing
homes to undergo annual end-of-life
care training including the use of
POLST forms and advanced directives. Facilities must also implement
policies to address end-of-life care
issues for patients upon admission and
provide patients with information.
“This bill will put patients first and
help put them in control of their care,”
said Asw. Munoz. “Patients must
make intimate personal decisions and
need the tools to do that with help
from those who are looking out for
their health and well-being.”

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union

ENDING HER YEAR AS FREEHOLDER CHAIR...The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders thank Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski with a plaque
in honor of her “Empowering Union County” initiatives she put forward as 2019
freeholder chairwoman. Ms. Kowalski is a Cranford resident.

Master Plan Reeaxmination
Report Presented at Meeting
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Residents were
presented with a master plan reexamination report executive summary
evolved from resident input as well as
Westfield’s special committee and
elected official feedback. Presented
at Wednesday’s planning board meeting, a master plan reexamination report must be completed every 10
years, stated H2M architects + engineers land-use planning department
manager Jeffrey L. Janota.
Mayor Shelley Brindle said the
master plan will remain as a roadmap
for the policy which will be enacted
or sustained, allowing Westfield to
continue developing the community
residents envisioned.
“I don’t think residents can even
fully understand the amount of time
and planning which went into drafting all aspects of the master plan,”
said Mayor Brindle, who acknowledged H2M’s thorough efforts in the
reexamination process.
In 2020, Westfield will celebrate
its 300th anniversary, while its vision

is to continue to be a “vibrant community with a small-town feel, supporting established businesses, and
encouraging sustainable development,” Mr. Janota said in reading
Westfield’s vision statement.
He said Westfield will be a “model
of carefully managed development,”
with new housing options for young
families and empty nesters who seek
a downtown within walking distance
while preserving single-family neighborhoods.
“Downtown Westfield continues to
be envisioned as a pedestrian-oriented and mixed-use center, with a
variety of housing choices, retail environments, and traditional and nontraditional office employment opportunities,” Mr. Janota said.
Westfield will consider “10 goals”
as the town continues to evolve
throughout the next decade, he said,
goals which value preserving open
space and parks, maintaining a
strong and diverse economy for local businesses, and which promote
sustainable practices and social equity.

Referendum to Legalize Pot
Approved for 2020 Ballot
TRENTON — The Senate and
Assembly voted last week to seek
voter approval to legalize adult-use
marijuana in New Jersey. The Senate resolution, SCR-183, sponsored
by Senator Nicholas Scutari (D22nd, Linden) and Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-6th, Gloucester)
was endorsed by the Senate with a
vote of 24–16. The Assembly vote
on a companion measure was 49-241. The legislative approvals will put
the referendum on the 2020 ballot.
“I believe the public recognizes
that ‘marijuana prohibition’ has
failed and they will support legalization for adults,” said Senator

Scutari (D-Union), who also
authored the law creating New
Jersey’s medical marijuana program. “We can do away with the
laws that fall the hardest on minorities and create a regulatory system
that ensures the safe use of cannabis
products by adults.”
The Cannabis Regulatory Commission, created to oversee the medical cannabis program, would also
oversee the new adult use market,
according to the resolution. It would
limit the tax to the state sales tax,
with an optional additional surcharge
of up to 2 percent by host municipalities.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PEDESTRIAN HIT...A 35-year-old woman from Jersey City was struck while in
the crosswalk by a motorist making a left turn from Elm Street on to North Avenue
at 8:36 a.m. on Thursday, December 19, according to Westfield police. She was
transported to University Hospital in Newark with back pain. No information has
been released on whether any citations were issued to the driver.

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!
Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!
Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Largest Selection of...

PRICES EFFECTIVE
CHECK STORE FOR HOLIDAY HOURS

Thurs. 12/26 - Sat. 1/4

NO CLUB CARDS OR MEMBERSHIP FEES! Just the LOW PRICES on the Brands YOU WANT!
Bulleit Bourbon
(EXCLUDING 10 YEAR)

49
$
99
45

$

99

54

$

1.75 L

99

1.75 L

Johnnie Walker
Red Label Scotch

Gin
Tanqueray

3699
$
99
34

32

$

1.75 L

99

3299

$

750 ML

Ketel One
Vodka

“ALL TYPES”

1.75 L

1.75 L

9

$

99
1.5 L

Beringer
Main & Vine
“ALL TYPES”

14

$

Woodford
Reserve

24

$

99
1-LITER

19

99
1.75 L

27

$

Bacardi
Superior,
Gold or Black

19

$

Tito’s
Handmade
Vodka

99

Sangria
Yago

1.5 L

1399
Papi
$ 99
7

$

Cavit
Pinot Grigio

Patron Silver

1.75 L

1.75 L

Balashi
Vodka

Glen Ellen

3999
$
2999
$ 99
15
$ 99
11
$

Platinum 7x
Vodka

1.5 L

750 ML

$

99
1.75 L

99
1.75 L

Fireball
Cinnamon
Whisky

19

$

99
1.75 L

Svedka 80
Regular
Vodka

Smirnoff
80 Regular
Vodka

1.75 L

Absolut 80
Regular Vodka

7

1.75 L

Dewar’s White
Label Scotch

Hendrick’s

$ 99

33

99

Jameson
Irish
Whiskey

Jack Daniels

$

1.75 L

$

3L

85
$
99
37

$

99
1.75 L

39

$

99
1.75 L

18

$

99

Bota Box
Wines

Baileys
Irish Cream

Casamigos Blanco

3-LITER

“ALL TYPES”

750 ML

13

$

99
750 ML

Josh Cellars
Cabernet
Sauvignon

12

$

$ 99

Kendall Jackson
Vintners
Reserve
Chardonnay

Mondavi
Private
Selection

13

$

750 ML

6

99

$

750 ML

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon
Blanc

8

99

99
1.5 L

750 ML

“ALL TYPES” (EXCLUDES
BARREL FINISHED)

48

$

99
750 ML

Veuve
Clicquot
Ponsardin
Brut

Zuccotti
Table Wines
“ALL TYPES”

1.5 L

13

$

99

750 ML

Mionetto
Brut Prosecco

18

$

11

$

Martini &
Rossi Asti
Spumante

Korbel Brut
or Extra-Dry

$

99

750 ML

7

99

$ 99

Whispering
Angel Rose

Lindeman’s
Wines

750 ML

1.5 L

11

99

9

$

750 ML

99
1.5 L

Papi Wines
“ALL TYPES”

10

$

99
750 ML

5

$

9

99
750 ML

Ca’tullio
Prosecco

13

$

99
750 ML

Ruffino
Prosecco

“ALL TYPES”

PRICES IN THIS AD ONLY AVAILABLE AT STORES LISTED BELOW...
ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

Caldwell

Westﬁeld

478 Bloomﬁeld Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006
(973) 226-8400

750 ML

Verdi
Spumante

Freixenet
Cordon
Negro

$

99

333 South Avenue E., Westﬁeld, NJ 07090
(908) 232-8700

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Caldwell. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. We reserve the right to limit quantities
to four (4) units of any sale items. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only.
Effective Thu. Dec. 26, 2019 thru Sat., Jan. 4, 2020, at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits, NJ only. • Lowest acquisition price allowable by NJ ABC law will prevail.
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Live the True Spirit of the Season
By Connecting With Those In Need
One day after Christmas and halfway through
Hanukkah, the landscape all around us seems vibrant with cheer and goodwill. Each evening municipal Christmas trees sparkle with strands of lights.
Menorahs glow to celebrate the Festival of Lights.
Homes and businesses are festively decorated, and
we’re imbued with a sense of warmth and wonder no
matter what our age.
For some, however, that traditional warmth and
wonder is eclipsed by difficult circumstances. Even
in our affluent suburbs there are individuals and
families who struggle daily to put food on the table,
keep the heat and electricity on and maintain a roof
over their heads. There also are people, particularly
the elderly and those with debilitating health conditions, who find this time of year particularly
challenging.
The spirit of the season, in its purest form, calls
upon us to remember those less fortunate and to
consider ways in which we can help make the
holidays a little brighter for them.
Multiple entities and programs provide material
goods for people in need. Among those dedicated to
combating hunger are the Westfield Food Pantry,
housed at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield; the Mandy Reichman Feeding Pro-

gram, operated from Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El;
Cranford Family Care, and the JCC of Central New
Jersey, located in Scotch Plains. These and many
other area houses of worship and organizations
accept donations of groceries and additional necessities that benefit the disadvantaged, both at the
holidays and during the remainder of the year.
Another way to live the true spirit of the season
is to visit and check up on neighbors who are
housebound due to age or disability, to provide
them with company and to ensure that they have
sufficient food and that their utilities are working
properly. Such individuals also may need transportation to doctor or other important appointments.
For those without family living nearby, these
friendly visits and assistance can be vital to their
overall well-being.
In addition to enjoying the customary holiday
celebrations, we encourage everyone to give a little
of themselves this season by reaching out in one of
these special ways to someone else in need. It could
be the greatest gift they receive this year. We wish all
the members of our communities, including those
serving our country abroad and who cannot be with
their loved ones, a happy, healthy holiday season
and a bright and prosperous 2020.

Those Local Officials Leaving
Office Deserve Our Thanks
As we end 2019, it is that time of the year that we
thank those public servants whose terms are coming
to an end.
In Westfield, Frank Arena, who serves as vicechair of the Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee, and Jo Ann Neylan, who serves as
vice-chair of the Finance Policy Committee, are
leaving the town council after opting not to seek
reelection. Ms. Neylan is completing her 16th year
and fourth term on council, while Mr. Arena is
finishing his 12th year and third council term. Doug
Stokes, vice-chairman of the Public Works Committee, is leaving after serving one term on council. He
previously served on the Westfield Library Board of
Trustees. Mr. Stokes lost his bid for a second council
term in November.
In Fanwood, we say goodbye to two-term Councilman Tom Kranz, a long-time Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad member, as well as longtime Borough
Administrator/Clerk Eleanor McGovern, who is retiring at the end of the month after 35 years with the
borough.
Veteran Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer is leaving the borough governing body
after 20 years, having served as council president in
2000 and again in 2005, and as fire commissioner
and as a member of the Police and Public Works
Committees during his tenure. Mr. Mortimer has
been chairman of the Union County Republican

Committee since 2014.
In Cranford, Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley is leaving
the township committee, where she currently serves
as commissioner of public safety. Additionally, Brian
McCarthy is leaving the Cranford Board of Education, having been elected to a one-year unexpired
term in 2018.
We also say thank you to Sal Piarulli and Tina
Simitz, who are leaving the Garwood Board of
Education after having each served as board members the past three years. Mrs. Simitz served as the
board’s vice-president in 2019. Mr. Piarulli and Mrs.
Simitz were elected three years ago as write-in
candidates to the school board. Both were defeated
in reelection bids in November. Mr. Piarulli and
Mrs. Simitz ran for mayor and borough council,
respectively, in 2014.
Those who serve on local governing bodies and
school boards note the impact their decisions make
on a community. Whether ensuring neighborhood
streets are repaired, the new school curriculum is
properly vetted or that local budgets address the
needs of the community while not being overly
burdensome on taxpayers, these officials have left
their mark on the residents they served.
We thank all these officials for the commitment of
their time and talents to their communities, while
encouraging them to stay active in their towns in the
future.
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Letters to the Editor
I Thank Them For Their Service
And Hope For Their Successors
Last week (two weeks ago),
Westfield Town Councilmembers
JoAnn Neylan, Frank Arena and Doug
Stokes each participated in their final
Town Council meeting. Collectively,
they capably served Westfield residents for 32 years. I was privileged to
have worked with JoAnn, Frank and
Doug, and witnessed first-hand their
thoughtful leadership and unwavering commitment to our community.
Their accomplishments are too numerous to detail here, but a few highlights include successfully guiding our
town through the serious financial
challenges wrought by the Great Recession, without any municipal employee layoffs or reduction in local
services; actively assisting residents
overcome the aftermath of Superstorm
Sandy; building our municipal bud-

get surplus, helping the town become
one of the few in New Jersey to earn
a AAA credit rating, which we still
enjoy today; and resolving Westfield’s
state-mandated affordable housing
obligations in a way that provides
opportunities for all to enjoy living in
our great town while preserving its
special character.
By focusing on local rather than
national issues, and eschewing aggressive partisan politics, JoAnn,
Frank and Doug helped to foster the
kind of community that has attracted
so many of our residents over the past
decade and more. I thank them for
their service, and I hope that their
successors will learn, and govern, by
their example.
Sam Della Fera
Westfield

Poem ’Twas Night Before Christmas
Correctly Was Henry Livingston
I see The Westfield Leader has once
again reprinted the immortal ’Twas
the Night Before Christmas. I have
had an affectionate regard for that
poem ever since the Grant School
Christmas Show of 1970. Fellow sixth
grader Duncan Winters and I alternated reading the stanzas to a packed
assembly as part of the festivities.
Grant School may be gone and
replaced by the town library, but the
memory lingers on, as Duncan and I
“killed” with our recital.
I was pleased to see that The Leader
correctly credited the poem to Major Henry Livingston, which no doubt
perplexed some readers, as it had
long been attributed to one Clement
Clarke Moore.
Unfortunately, Moore was the type
of person who would have taken to
heart Anatole France’s dictum that

“When a thing has been said and said
well, have no scruple. Take it and
copy it.”
Thus Moore swiped the poem from
Livingston like the goniff he was.
However, Moore’s literary caper
has met it’s Waterloo, as modern forensic authorship analysis has determined without a doubt that Major
Livingston is the true author.
Kudos to The Westfield Leader for
helping right a wrong that was first
perpetrated by Moore in 1837.
In the immortal words of Ralph
Kramden: Mister Moore, “YOU are
a bum.”
Mike Gordeuk
Garwood

P.S. This linkhas Grant School info,
photos, etc. if it is of any interest:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/45715964236/

Mandated Vaccines, Removal Of
Religious Freedom By Our Legislator
With holiday happenings in full
swing, many N.J. families are unaware they are a reindeer’s hair away
from losing the constitutional protection of religious freedom. That is the
freedom to reject vaccines if they
violate religious beliefs.
If this law passes, students who are
not vaccinated for religious reasons
will not be allowed to attend public,
private, parochial or schools of higher
education in N.J. There is no specific
carve out for homeschoolers and no
upper age limit.
Asw. Nancy Munoz voted for the
removal of religious freedom by vot-

ing in favor of A3181. Both Senator
Sweeney and Governor Murphy have
stated that their support of A3818/
S2173 is based on science and not
religion. This flies in the face of the
U.S. and N.J. constitution.
If we do not stop this pharmaceutically-driven legislation now by an
irreligious entity, there will be no end
to the ever-increasing vaccine mandates. Mandates for adults will be
next because there is no end to corporate greed. Leave the law alone as it
has been in place for over 40 years.

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Meconophagist – An opium eater
2. Hepatolithiasis – Gallstones
3. Integument – An outer covering of a
body or plant
4. Pansophy – Universal wisdom or
knowledge
CINERACEOUS
1. Having the color of ashes
2. Harsh; vulgar
3. Balanced; stable
4. Disposed to agitation; violence
BOTHRENCHYMA
1. Sticky, viscous or gooey texture of
certain plants
2. Film or slippery substance on the
surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. In botany, furnished with branches
in pairs
4. In botany, tissue composed of pitted
ducts
LEUCOSIS
1. An irregularly high amount of red
blood cells
2. An overproduction of white blood
cells in the circulatory system
3. Vericose veins
4. Albinism
CARRION
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with
eggs and bread crumbs
2. The decaying flesh of a dead body
3. With great speed
4. Turmoil

Policy on Political
Endorsements
The newspaper will publish political endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the newspaper at www.goleader.com. Submittals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their political endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w. g o l e a d e r. c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.
We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the discretion of the editors.

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.

Marie Petikas
Norwood, N.J.

Westfield Bd. of Health Urges To
Expand Childhood Immunizations
The New Jersey State Legislature
is currently considering legislation
(NJ S2173) to increase immunizations among children in the state https:/
/www.billtrack50.com/BillDetail/
975947. Although the bill passed in
the Assembly, it is still being considered in the State Senate. The Westfield
Board of Health endorses the passage
of this bill by the Senate and signature
by the Governor as soon as possible.
The Westfield Board of Health has
considered the need to expand immunizations among children in the past,
and has supported the vigorous enforcement of current regulations and
laws. Although vaccines have been
effective in reducing the prevalence of
communicable diseases, these diseases
are still present and can be deadly.
We know that immunizations protect children who go to schools and

study in group settings. However,
some children have serious underlying medical conditions so that they
cannot be vaccinated and directly
protected from communicable diseases. It is essential, therefore, that as
many children as possible be vaccinated to best protect themselves and
their fellow classmates who cannot
be vaccinated due to medical
contraindications.
The Westfield Board of Health
urges our State Senator, the Honorable Tom Kean, and all senators to
support the current bill to expand
childhood immunizations. We appreciate the work of Assembly Member
Nancy Munoz to champion the interests of children to protect them from
communicable diseases.
Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

NJ Transit Study
Westfield – Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean commended the
New Jersey General Assembly for
passing his legislation that would require NJ Transit to study the restoration of the Raritan Valley Lines fulltime direct rail service to New York
Penn Station.

Retirement Benefit Bill Recognizes Police, Firefighters
We are frequently reminded, as we
were again by recent events, of the
risks our police officers and
firefighters willingly undertake daily
on our behalf. These courageous men
and women don their uniform never
knowing what dangers they will face
before the end of their shift, ever
mindful of the ultimate sacrifice so
many of their peers have made.
We therefore strongly endorse measures such as a bill passed by the state
Assembly last week that recognizes and
rewards our emergency responders for
their extraordinary service. The legislation, A-6024, enables all enrollees in the
Police and Firemen’s Retirement System to receive “an annual retirement
benefit of 50 percent of their final compensation after 20 years of service,”
according to a release by Assemblyman
and Deputy Speaker Wayne DeAngelo
(D-14th, Hamilton), sponsor of the bill.
The Assembly Appropriations
Committee green-lighted A-6024 on
December 12, and it was approved by
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901

the Assembly with a 71-0 vote four
days later, with six abstentions. Identical legislation, S-4297, was introduced in the state Senate on December 9. The primary sponsors of S4297 are Senators Joseph A. Lagana
(D-38th, Paramus) and Vin Gopal
(D-11th, Ocean Township).
As noted in the release from Deputy
Speaker DeAngelo, under A-6024,
all members of the PFRS will be
eligible to receive the benefit, regardless of their enrollment date or the
age at which they retire.
According to a statement outlining
the provisions of A-6024, “a member
of the PFRS who is enrolled before or
after the effective date of this bill may
retire after the effective date of this
bill, regardless of age, upon attaining
20 or more years of service credit and
receive a retirement allowance equal
to 50 percent of the member’s final
compensation.”
Presently, PFRS members must be
at least 55 years old in order to retire

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060

LD-21 includes Westfield, LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, Garwood, Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,

“on a service retirement allowance of
50 percent of final compensation upon
attaining 20 years or more of service
credit.”
The statement further cites a 1999
law that allowed individuals then already enrolled in PFRS to retire regardless of their age “with 50 percent
of final compensation upon attaining
20 or more years of service credit.”
This bill “extends the annual retirement benefit of 50 percent of final
compensation after 20 or more years
of service to all PFRS members regardless of enrollment date and regardless of age at retirement,” as revealed in the statement, which is available online at njleg.state.nj.us/.
We are perpetually indebted to our
police and firefighters for safeguarding our lives, our property and our
overall quality of life. As we stand on
the threshold of a new year, we applaud lawmakers’ bipartisan support
for legislation that will benefit these
true heroes among us.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
Wishing you a Happy Holiday and an Awesome 2020 Donna; Murray &
Marissa Perch, Donna, Perch, donna.perch@gmail.com
——
All of us at the Coldwell Banker Westfield West Office want to wish all of
our clients; past; present; and future; a most Joyous Holiday Season surrounded by those you love the most! Thank you for your trust and the
opportunity to bring you home again! , George, Kraus,
George.Kraus@cbmoves.com
——
Warmest wishes for a holiday season filled with all the things you love most!
Happy New Year 2020! Shari Schuster, Shari, Schuster,
shari.schuster@coldwellbankermoves.com
——
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from Palermo’s PayJunction; your
local Merchant Credit Card Services. Thank you for the opportunity to help
you save money on credit card processing for your business! Remember to
shop local. If you’re looking to save on your Merchant CC Processing; email
info@palermospayjunction.com.
——
May the spirit of the holiday season stay with you throughout the coming
year. Peace; Health and Happiness to you and yours in 2020! My thanks to all
who have helped me year after year with constant referrals; and allowing me
to help their families and friends with their most cherished possession. Cheers
to all and best wishes for a Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!, Betty, Lynch,
bettylynch1935@gmail.com
——
More music; more community; more life this holiday season! Happy
holidays from Valencia School of Music!, Kelly, Bennett,
valenciamusicnj@gmail.com
——
May the spirit of this beautiful Christmas season bring you happiness; joy;
love and laughter. I am very thankful and grateful to my family; friends and
clients for trusting me on their home sale or purchase. May 2020 be a wonderful
year for all of us. Merry Christmas; Happy Hanukkah and a blessed New Year.
Eileen Passananti. Coldwell Banker East. , Eileen, Passananti,
epassananti@gmail.com
——
Joanne Womelsdorf ; and all the helper elves at SUPERIOR INTERIORS
DESIGN STUDIO ; want to wish each and every client and friend the
HAPPIEST of HOLIDAYS and A Bright & Healthy NEW YEAR ..... Thank
you one and all for your loyal patronage at the design studio these past 27 years
! GOD BLESS, Joanne, Womelsdorf, jowomelsdorf@hotmail.com
——
Wishing you a season of Peace; Joy and SMILES!! Happy Holidays from all
of us at Gersch Orthodontics & Cranford Orthodontics!, Gersch, Orthodontics, Scott@GerschOrtho.com
——
As we approach the end of 2019 and the new year is on the horizon; we would
like to extend our best wishes for good health and prosperity throughout the
new year and thank you for the confidence you have placed in us. Merry
Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah from your Westfield Edward Jones branch
team -Jayson Astel and Ann Marie Mahon, Jayson, Astel,
jayson.astel@edwardjones.com
——
All of us at Keith Family Law are wishing you and your families a very happy
holiday season and a new year full of joy! We’re so grateful to be a part of the
Westfield community and look forward to another year here!, Heather, Keith,
hkeith@keithfamilylaw.com
——
Happy Holidays; Happy New Year; and Thank you for your support over the
last 90 years. From The Staff of Brunner Opticians., Susan, Auer,
brunneropticians@yahoo.com
——
May the Christmas season fill your homes with joy and your hearts with love!
All the best for a healthy & prosperous New Year!, Virginia, Garcia,
virginia@toptownsnj.com
——
Cheers to all for a very Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah! Pretty
“Colonial Westfield” brings to life the joys of the holiday season like very few
other towns. I am so grateful for having grown up and lived in this town and
surrounding area - they have always given so much to me and my family. And
an especially warm thank-you to my family; friends; and clients for entrusting
me with their home sales and purchases for the last 20 years. It is always such
an honor. Wishing you peace; good health and prosperity in 2020!, Wende
Devlin, Gates, wende.gates@coldwellbankermoves.com
——
Salutations and Merry Hello from the spaceman; up and away so high.
space@nowz.com, space, man, space@zzz.com
——
Greetings and Salutations. Merry Hello to all from the Spaceman; up and
away so high. space@nowz.com, space, man, space@zzz.com
——
Thank you for your business and friendship., wally, world, ww@fake.com
——
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year; May all your Wishes Come True,
Santa, Claus, sales@goleader.com
——
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Be prosperous and well from Mary
Poppins and the staff at the Westfield Umbrella Company. Contact
mp@umbrella.com, mary, poppins, mp@umbrella.com
——
Merry Christmas; Happy Hanukkah; and best wishes for a happy and healthy
new year to Mom; all our family and friends!, Suzette, Stalker,
community@goleader.com
——
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to everyone at Brendan’s Meadows
Rescue; all of their volunteers; fosters; supporters and friends. You have saved
so many lives and brought such happiness to so many homes. God Bless!, John,
Skowronski, bronislaw@yahoo.com
——
A wonderful Holiday Greeting from the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce to all of the local businesses for a very successful 2020., Gene,
Jannotti, gene@gwaccnj.com
——
Joy; Peace; Love; and in all things give thanks! Merry Christmas and Happy
New Years! Patty O’Connor; Weichert; Realtors, Patty, O’Connor,
pattyoconnor@weichert.com
——
Fellowship Village has gone through some very exciting changes in 2019.
The grand opening of our new state of the art Cultural Arts Center for local
theater; concerts; and events is now open to the public! 2020 will bring more
new exciting amenities. We thank all our residents; team members; and
business partners for making Fellowship Village the Premier Senior Living
Destination in New Jersey. Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas; and a
healthy and prosperous New Year!, Nick, Bottaro, nbottaro@fellowshipsl.org
——
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Be prosperous and well from Mary
Poppins and the staff at the Westfield Umbrella Company. Contact
mp@umbrella.com, Mary, Poppins, mp@umbrella.com
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Commentary
Is New Jersey Ban on Plastic, Paper
Carry-Out Bags Anti-Business?

Beth Painter and Contagious Drama Workshop are so grateful for your
continued support. During this Holiday season and always; share love; joy and
creativity and make this world a better place one human at a time. Remember
that your presence is the greatest gift of all. Happy Everything!, Beth, Painter,
painterbeth89@gmail.com
——
Happy Holidays from Beth Sullivan of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. Wishing your holidays will be filled with joy and laughter through the
New Year! contact: beth.sullivan@cbmoves.com, Beth, Sullivan,
beth.sullivan@cbmoves.com
——
Wishing You Every Happiness At This Festive Holiday Season And Throughout The Coming New Year! Jill Skibinsky Real Estate; Coldwell Banker
Westfield West. Contact Jill.Skibinsky@cbmoves.com or www.JillSkibinsky.net
for all life’s big moves., Jill, Skibinsky, Jill.skibinsky@cbmoves.com
——
Cheers to a new year (and decade) and a fond farewell to the old. We wish
you a very happy holiday season and a peaceful and prosperous New Year. All
our best - Mark Swingle and the staff of Westfield Financial Planning. Merry
and bright in 2020!! , Mark, Swingle, contact@westfieldfinancialplanning.com
——
Cherrybrook Premium Pet Supplies sends special holiday greetings and best
wishes for a healthy and happy new year. We are deeply thankful for your
loyalty throughout the seasons., Cherrybrook Premium, Pet Supplies,
kbranca@cherrybrook.com
——
Have a very happy holiday with friends and family. And; may the new year
be filled with joy; prosperity; and good health! Lois Berger; Coldwell Banker
West; 600 North Ave West; Westfield., Lois, Berger, lois.berger@cbmoves.com
——
Happy Holidays from everyone at Prominent Properties Sotheby’s International Realty. From our home to yours; may your holidays be filled with joy and
laughter through the New Year., Prominent Properties, Sotheby’s International
Realty., william.hanley@sothebysrealty.com
——
May this season of love warm your home and brighten your journey with
hope .May the peace and blessings of Christmas be yours and may the coming
year be filled happiness; love and joy. Merry Christmas; Happy Hanukkah and
A very Happy 2020! Eileen Passananti; Coldwell Banker East., Eileen,
Passananti, epassananti@gmail.com
——
The Westfield Community Players Board of Directors and Staff wishes all
a very Happy Holiday Season and the best for the upcoming year., Westfield
Community, Players, info@westfieldcommunityplayers.org
——
Thanks to Fanwood residents for supporting me and my Council colleagues
in 2019. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!, Tom, Kranz,
tomkranz13@gmail.com
——
Linus: “I never thought it was such a bad little tree. It’s not bad at all; really.
Maybe it just needs a little love.” Just like all of us. Peace; Love and Seasons
Greetings. Looking forward to “Westfield 300” in 2020!, Sal, Caruana,
salcaruana@gmail.com
——
From the Scotch Plains Township family to your family - We wish you all a
wonderful holiday season - Merry Christmas; Happy Hanukkah; Happy
Kwanzaa. Have a safe and healthy New Year! Al Mirabella and the employees
of
Scotch
Plains
Township,
Alexander,
Mirabella,
amirabella@scotchplainsnj.com
——
Warmest wishes for a merry Christmas; an enjoyable holiday season; and a
very happy New Year! - Mayor Sara Todisco; Garwood, Sara, Todisco,
saramtodisco@gmail.com
——
To all our subscribers; wishing you a Merry Christmas and a happy; healthy
and productive 2020., Paul, Peyton, editor@goleader.com
——
A 1967 WHS graduate; now in Jonesborough, TN My novels; The
Jerusalem Stone and King of the Nine Hells; find on Barnes&Noble's website.
A lovely Christmas present for thee. I wish the merriest Christmas to all those
of my high school class wherever they may be!, Dean, Klein,
twincam72@aol.com
——
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. May your days be filled with peace;
hope; and joy this holiday season. The Bramnicks, Jon, Bramnick,
jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com
——
Merry Christmas and Happy New year from the Spaceman, Santa, Claus,
sales@goleader.com
——
Please leave me milk and cookies when I come down your chimney!, Santa,
Claus, santa@northpole.com
——
I’ve been a good boy this year so I
hope Santa will give me a Firetruck
for a present. Merry Christmas, Jake,
press@goleader.com
——
Merry Christmas from The North
Pole,
Santa,
Claus,
sales@goleader.com
——
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year....and to all a good night., Mike,
Bloomberg, sales@goleader.com
——
I wish everyone a blessed, peaceful
and joyous Christmas and Hanukkah.
May the New Year bring health and
happiness to all. Cheers, Christina
Hinke
christinahinke@gmail.com

Thursday, December 26, 2019

The New Jersey State Legislature
is set to take action in January that
will ban plastic as well as paper carryout bags and Styrofoam containers.
The bill, S-2776/A-4330, cleared the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee December 5. The bill will
impact supermarkets, restaurants and
food-service businesses.
State Senator Bob Smith (D-17th,
Piscataway) has called the disposal
of single-use bags “a public health
crisis” and called the legislation “the
strongest plastics legislation” in the
country, according to a Philadelphia
Inquirer report.
The Office of Legislative Services
(OLS) has said the ban on polystyrene foam food services products will
“likely require the use of more expensive alternative food service products
resulting in a state expenditure increase, which could be significant.”
The new law would have to be enforced by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).
According to news reports, New
Jersey would be the ninth state to ban
plastic bags but the first state to ban
paper bags. New Jersey’s law would
supercede plastic-bag bans issued by
towns. As we have reported, the
Cranford Township Committee
adopted an ordinance earlier this year
that bans certain types of plastics
used in carry-out bags and straws.
That ordinance takes effect July 1,
2020.
The Chemistry Council of New
Jersey has opposed the bill, saying a
ban on Styrofoam would not help the
environment and would be costlier to
businesses to purchase alternatives to
Styrofoam cups and containers. Their
lobbyist, Dennis Hart, was quoted by
the Philadelphia Inquirer saying the
bill only substitutes “one piece of
litter for another.”
The bill requires that supermarkets provide free reusable bags for
two months after the law takes ef-

fect. The New Jersey Food Council
(NJFC), which lobbies for the supermarket industry, said this provision
would cost one chain that operates
30 stores $12.8 million in just the
first month.
Linda Doherty, chief executive
officer and president of the NJFC,
favors a fee for one-use bags, saying customers will likely not want
to pay it.
“We said, ‘Let’s start slowly, because it’s all about changing consumer behavior,’” according to a report by ROI-NJ. “If you start with a
fee, people aren’t going to want to
pay it.”
In our judgment, this is an over
reach by the Murphy Administration.
While reusable bags should be encouraged, they should not be mandated. Perishables such as meat, fish
and poultry products can spill and
drip into the bag, resulting in health
concerns. Shouldn’t these products
be excluded from this legislation?
We believe that while this is a
statewide issue and not a municipal
matter, this bill is too extreme. Perhaps the state should mandate that
supermarkets charge a fee for using
one-time bags while also encouraging these stores to offer shoppers a
reduction on their food bills in exchange for utilizing reusable bags.
In its current form, this bill is antibusiness and will lead to higher costs
for consumers as the business community looks to reduce the added
costs for free bags and alternatives to
Styrofoam bags.
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

This is your new home
we are talking about

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

INJURED?

LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH
Do you really want to deal with
the insurance companies yourself?
I can help.
Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience
In New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Slips & Falls
Dog Bite Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

908-482-8855

No Fee If No Recovery
Call Me For A Free Consultation
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James Bedford Stamatoff
James Bedford Stamatoff (Jim), 73, was married for 53 years to his lifedied at home in Tallahassee, Fla., on long love.
Jim was an active member of the
Thursday, December 19, 2019, from
Killearn United Methodist Church and
complications of Lewy
throughout his life he volBody Dementia. He
unteered and served many
passed away peacefully
parishioner roles within
surrounded by his wife
the United Methodist
and their three children.
Church, as he was devoted
Jim was a physicist
to his faith and to helping
who began his career at
others.
Bell Labs in Murray Hill,
Jim was a dedicated
N.J. He had a long-acfamily man and an avid
complished career with
traveler who explored
Bell Labs, Celanese,
all fifty United States
Hoechst Celanese and
and multiple countries
Corning Incorporated.
throughout the world.
He obtained over 30 patHe and his wife camped
ents and had numerous
at over 50 National
publications.
Parks and he enjoyed
Jim
earned
a
James B. Stamatoff
many adventures with
Bachelor’s degree in
Physics with high distinction in the his family, including visits to his
honors program at the University of father’s homeland Bulgaria, backKentucky and a Master’s degree and packing through Alaska and
Ph.D. in Physics from the University dogsledding in Greenland. He was
of Michigan. He was a Vietnam Era an amazing, compassionate and supveteran, serving his country as a First portive husband, father, son,
Lieutenant in the United States Army. brother, uncle, grandpa and friend.
Jim is survived by his wife, Linda
He was born in Passaic, N.J., on
January 31, 1946 to Gelu Stoeff S. Stamatoff; daughters, Nancy S.
Stamatoff and Sarah Ames Stamatoff. Brookes-Davenport of Stillwater,
Jim began dating his wife, Linda, at Okla. and Janice S. Burian of San
age 14 in their hometown of Newark, Diego, Calif.; son, Matthew James
Del., whom he married at age 20. He Stamatoff of Charlotte, N.C.; grandsons, Justin Brookes, Zachary Burian
PUBLIC NOTICE
and Thomas Burian; sister, Diana
Cohen of Lewes, Del., and his twin
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
sister, Janice Jochen of Newark, Del.
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
He was preceded in death by his
NO. 19-19-R
parents and his eldest sister, Evelyn
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
Stamatoff.
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
The service will be at 2 p.m. on
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESSaturday, January 4, 2020, at the
TABLISHING
PARKING
Killearn United Methodist Church at
STALLS FOR PLUG IN ELEC2800 Shamrock Street S, TallahasTRIC VEHICLES
see, FL 32309. His final resting place
was passed and adopted on the second
will be in Newark, Del., in the Head
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
of Christiana Cemetery.
held on December 18, 2019.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contriThis Ordinance shall take effect immedibutions may be made to LBDA.org,
ately after final passage and publication as
whose medical research efforts furrequired by law.
Eleanor McGovern
ther the understanding, care and poBorough Clerk
tential cure of Lewy Body Dementia.
1 T - 12/26/19, The Times

Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
2020 COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-415
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following is the schedule of Township Committee Meetings
for the Year 2020, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken at Workshop or Official
Meetings, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Workshop Meetings and Conference Meetings will
be held in Room 108, and Official Meetings will be held in Room 107/Council Chambers;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Workshop Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
will be dedicated to closed session discussion from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Conference Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
Official Meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m.; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that during combined Workshop and Official Meeting
dates, the Workshop Meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. and the Official Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Reorganization Meeting

Thursday, January 2nd

6:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
and Official

Tuesday, January 7th

6:30 p.m.

Budget Meeting

Saturday, January 11th

8:00 a.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, January 27th
Tuesday, January 28th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Capital Budget Meeting

Tuesday, February 4th

7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, February 10th
Tuesday, February 11th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official

Tuesday, February 25th

6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, March 9th
Tuesday, March 10th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, March 30th
Tuesday, March 31th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
and Official

Tuesday, April 14th

6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, April 27th
Tuesday, April 28th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, May 11th
Tuesday, May 12th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official

Tuesday, May 26th

6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, June 8th
Tuesday, June 9th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, July 6th
Tuesday, July 7th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official

Tuesday, August 11th

Combined Workshop
And Official

Tuesday, September 8th

6:30 p.m.

st

6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, September 21
Tuesday, September 22th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official

Tuesday, October 13th

6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, October 26th
Tuesday, October 27th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official

Tuesday, November 10th

6:30 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, November 23th
Tuesday, November 24th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting
Conference and Official

Monday, December 14th
Tuesday, December 15th

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
Fee: $124.44

– Obituaries –
Patrick Timothy Mullen, 62,
Devoted Son, Husband and Father
Patrick Timothy Mullen, 62, Canada, the Colorado Rockies, Sipassed away peacefully at his home erra Nevadas and the French and
in Fair Haven, N.J., on Saturday, Italian Alps. He taught his wife and
December 14, 2019, with his family kids to ski and enjoyed many trips
lovingly at his side.
with the entire family and with
The son of Tom and Lorraine friends. Other travels took him to
Mullen, of Westfield,
Italy, Paris, Hawaii,
Patrick was born on
sailing a 51-foot boat
October 11, 1957. He
in the British Virgin Isattended Franklin
lands, and summers on
School, Roosevelt JunCape Cod and the Jerior High School, and is
sey Shore.
a 1975 graduate of
After a long career in
Westfield High School,
the Architectural Finwhere he was on the
ishes Industry, Patrick
football and track
started his own comteams. Pat helped to
pany, “On The Surorganize the first ski
face,” representing Italteam representing
ian porcelain flooring
WHS. Beginning in
and other fine finishes.
junior high and
Most recently, Patrick
Patrick T. Mullen
throughout
high
created “Wood + Deschool, Patrick and a group of friends sign,” where he designed, built and
formed a Dixieland Band, playing at installed beautiful custom kitchens,
various events and charities. An ac- bathrooms and cabinetry throughout
complished drummer, Pat was the New Jersey and Manhattan. Patrick
percussionist for the WHS Sym- was a member of the Environmental
phony Orchestra.
Commission in Fair Haven and Seas
Patrick graduated from the Univer- Boat Club.
sity of Delaware in 1979, where he
Patrick was a wonderful and loving
was a member of Alpha Tau Omega husband to Hillary and an amazing
Fraternity, played on the Rugby Team father to their two children, Karr and
and studied abroad in Ireland. He has Madeline. He rarely missed one of
remained lifelong friends with his their many soccer or lacrosse games.
ATO brothers, several of whom flew Patrick coached peewee hockey and
or drove long distances to visit him played “D” league ice hockey at the
during his illness.
Red Bank Armory. Patrick became
Growing up, Patrick learned wood- Cub Scout leader for Karr’s den and
working from his father. His interest saw his son all the way through to
in home restoration brought him to becoming an Eagle Scout. His family
purchase his first home in Matawan, was a constant source of pride for
N.J. He joined and consulted the Patrick. He especially loved the fine
Historical Society there to learn more adults his children became.
about his home and to keep authenPatrick always enjoyed life to its
ticity in his design. Patrick then met fullest — his marvelous sense of
the love of his life, Hillary Hyde of humor, his quiet generosity will
Summit, N.J., and they married in surely be missed.
May of 1989. With Pat’s love for the
Patrick is survived by his wife of
water, stemming from summers sail- 30 years, Hillary Hyde Mullen, and
ing on his uncle’s schooner and his their children, Karr Thomas Mullen
father’s boat “Blue Moon” (which and Madeline James Mullen; his
he later owned), and with Hillary’s parents, Tom and Lorraine Mullen
encouragement, he purchased his of Westfield; sister Colleen
home in Fair Haven overlooking the Fitzsimons and her husband, Jeff, of
Navesink River. He again lovingly Fairfield, Conn.; sister Laurie Wood
restored this home from top to bot- and her husband, Craig, of Watchung;
tom and designed and built a custom many loving nieces, nephews, cousgarage with his woodworking shop ins and his dog, Wilson.
on the second floor. Patrick loved
Patrick’s family is extremely apbeing steps from his boat and being preciative for the love and support
able to sail, kayak or fish at a from friends and neighbors.
moment’s notice.
A celebration of Patrick’s life will
Patrick was an expert skier, fre- be held on Saturday, January 18,
quenting the slopes in New England, 2020, at 1 p.m., at Tower Hill Church
in Red Bank, N.J.
PUBLIC NOTICE
In lieu of flowers, please consider
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
donations to NY/NJ Baykeeper, 30
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Washington Street, Matawan, N.J.
BOND ORDINANCE
07747 or at Nynjbaykeeper.org.
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES
ORDINANCE 19-18-S
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New Jersey on December 18, 2019 and the 20 day
period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first
publication of this statement. Copies of the
full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for members of the general public
who request the same. The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
RESTATING BOND ORDINANCE NO. 19-01-S TO PROVIDE AN APPROPRIATION
OF $1,492,000 FOR VARIOUS
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
FOR AND BY THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING
THE
ISSUANCE
OF
$1,036,000 BONDS OR
NOTES OF THE BOROUGH
FOR FINANCING PART OF
THE APPROPRIATION.
Purpose(s): Road improvements to
Stewart Place and Ginder Place, including
curbing and drainage; improvements to
Paterson Road, Phase II, including curbing and drainage and Curb and sidewalks
improvements to Martine Avenue, including milling and paving.
Appropriation: $1,492,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,036,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $400,000
expected to be received from the New
Jersey Department of Transportation.
Section 20 Costs: $200,000
Useful Life: 18.66 Years
Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Administrator/Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Times Fee: $46.41

December 26, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-14
AN ORDINANCE ALLOCATING A PORTION OF THE ANNUAL SERVICE CHARGE
RECEIVED
FROM
BIRCHWOOD DEVELOPERS
URBAN RENEWAL ASSOCIATES,
LLC
TO
THE
CRANFORD
PUBLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
December 17, 2019.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 19-17-R
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING ORDINANCE 1806-R, CHAPTER 242. SANITARY SEWERS, ARTICLE I,
SECTION 242-2, SEWER
CONNECTION FEE
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 18, 2019.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication as
required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Times Fee: $20.40

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Robert F. Schierle, 88,
Retired Westfield Firefighter
Robert F. Schierle, 88, passed Colonial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
away on Saturday, December 21, Avenue, Westfield, today, Thursday,
2019, at Overlook
December 26, from 5 to 8
Medical Center in Sump.m. A Funeral Mass will
mit. He was a lifelong
be celebrated at the Holy
resident of Westfield
Trinity Roman Catholic
and a lifetime member
Church in Westfield on
of the Westfield Fire DeFriday, December 27, at
partment.
noon. Interment will folBob is survived by his
low at Saint Gertrude
beloved wife, Claire Ahl
Cemetery in Colonia. In
Schierle; his four steplieu of flowers, donations
children, Robert Billson,
may be made in his
Teresa Brooks, Karen
memory to the Westfield
Billson and Peter Billson;
FMBA Local 30, P.O. Box
Robert F. Schierle
four grandchildren and
2895, Westfield, N.J.
seven great-grandchildren. He is also 07090.
Please
visit
survived by nieces and nephews, www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com
neighbors and friends.
to sign the guestbook.
December 26, 2019
Visitation will be held at Dooley

EXPLORING TAI CHI...The Westfield Memorial Library will offer a free Tai
Chi demonstration during January and February, featuring certified Tai Chi
instructor Gang Huang. Tai Chi is the Chinese tradition of using martial arts
movements as a gentle way to exercise and reduce stress.

Westfield Library to Offer
Tai Chi Demonstration
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
Tai Chi demonstration on two
Thursdays in January and February 2020. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.
Certified Tai Chi instructor Gang
Huang will teach the Ways of Tai
Chi on January 9 and February 6, at
7 p.m., and then show the class its
various movements. Tai Chi is the
Chinese tradition of using martial
arts movements as a gentle way to
exercise and reduce stress.
Mr. Huang participated in the
International Chinese Martial Arts
Competition in Washington, D.C.
and the U.S. International Kuo Shu
Championship in 2011, 2014, 2015
and 2016. He has won numerous
medals, including nine Gold, two
Silver and one Bronze.
In the past few years, in addition
to teaching regular classes at his
Bridgewater Seeking Tai Chi Studio, he has been invited to teach
Tai Chi at the Huaxia Chinese
School at Montgomery and the
West Windsor and Morristown libraries.
He pays special attention to fundamentals and combines both
theory and practice in every class.

Mr. Huang is passionate about Tai
Chi and focuses on promoting its
growth in the United States.
The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are encouraged to check the Westfield Memorial Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to
see if their library is a MURAL participant. To register for the Tai Chi
program, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on
Sunday. The library will close at 3 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 31, for New
Year’s Eve and will be closed Wednesday, January 1, for New Year’s Day.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the library for a copy of its award-winning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Scotch Plains Library Plans
‘New Movies’ For January
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library invites movie lovers to come to the
library each Friday at noon during
January for “New Movies.” The
schedule is as follows:
January 3: Blinded by the Light
(PG-13, 97 minutes). In England
in 1987, a teenager from an Asian
family learns to live his life, understand his family and find his own
voice through the music of American rock star Bruce Springsteen.
January 10: Peanut Butter Falcon (PG-13, 97 minutes). Zak runs
away from his care home to make
his dream of becoming a wrestler
come true.
January 17: Downton Abbey (PG,
122 minutes). The continuing story

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

of the Crawley family, wealthy
owners of a large estate in the English countryside in the early 20th
century.
January 24: Judy (PG-13, 118
minutes). Legendary performer
Judy Garland (Renée Zellweger)
arrives in London in the winter of
1968 to perform a series of soldout concerts.
January 31: The Kitchen (R, 100
minutes). Set in Hell’s Kitchen in
1978, three housewives take over
the jobs of their mobster husbands,
who have been incarcerated. Starring Melissa McCarthy, Elisabeth
Moss and Tiffany Haddish.
These movies are free and open
to all. Registration is not required.
For more information, visit
scotlib.org, call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block
from Park Avenue in the center of
the township.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

www.jameswardmansion.com

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract to perform Payroll Services to
the Township of Cranford. The Township
of Cranford advertised a Request for Proposal for Payroll services through a fair
and open process in accordance with NJSA
19:44A-20.5 et seq. This contract and
Resolution No. 2019-420 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Municipal Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Primepoint LLC, 2
Springside Road, Westampton, New Jersey 08060
SERVICE: Payroll Services
CONTRACT AWARD: Not to Exceed $
60,000.00
DATE: December 17, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Westfield Library Seeks
Teens For Focus Group
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library is planning for
the future and seeks the input of
teens for a focus group. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
“Whether teens use the library
frequently, infrequently, or not at
all, we would like to hear their
thoughts on how we could improve,”
said Library Director Phil Israel.
“They don’t need to be experts
on libraries,” he continued, “just
willing to brainstorm ideas, no
matter how crazy or visionary.”
The focus groups will be facilitated
by Library Development Solutions, a
consulting company that has helped
hundreds of libraries in the tri-state
area plan for their future since 1991.
Founding partner Leslie Burger
is the former executive director of
the Princeton Public Library and
was president of the American Library Association from July 2006

to June 2007.
The teen focus group will meet on
Thursday, January 16, from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. Interested persons are asked
to email focusgroups@wmlnj.org and
include “Teens” in the subject line, as
well as their name and phone number.
Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The library
will close at 3 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 31, for New Year’s Eve
and will be closed on Wednesday,
January 1, for New Year’s Day.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website
at wmlnj.org and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Garwood Library Reveals
Early January Programs
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has released its
schedule of activities for the first
half of January. Visitors are advised that the library will be closed
on Wednesday, January 1, for New
Year’s Day.
The Knitting Club meets on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
No registration is required. Participants learn how to knit or show
others how it is done while enjoying fun conversation. Needles and
yarn are provided to newcomers.
Kid’s Chess is available on Mondays at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but sessions are limited to
12 participants. An informal chess
game for children of all ages, this
is a non-instructional, supervised
program. Six boards are provided.
Toddler Story Time, for newborns
through age 4, takes place on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required. The program features stories, songs, bubbles and more.
The Thursday Evening Book
Club will meet at 7 p.m. on January
2 to discuss “The 7½ Deaths of
Evelyn Hardcastle” by Stuart
Turton. No registration is required.
Kid’s Craft will be offered on
Tuesday, January 14, at 3 p.m. Children in second grade and up will
make a fun winter craft. Registration is required. Participation is
limited to 20 youngsters.
Adult Craft also will be featured
on January 14, taking place at 6
p.m. Participants will make a winter craft. Participation is limited to
10 individuals and registration is
required.
Brixology, for kids in second
through sixth grade, will be held on
Wednesdays at 3 p.m. The eight
classes will run from January 15
through March 4. Youngsters will
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
January 9, 2020 at 7:30 pm., at the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Richard & Maribel Borrero for
property located at 60 Trenton Avenue,
Block 8704, Lot 8, R-3 Zone, who propose
to utilize a portion of the existing garage to
add a shower area to an existing half bath,
contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3 Regulations Applicable to All Zones, Minimum Required:
enclosed private garage of not less than
12 feet x 20 feet (240 square feet). Existing: enclosed private garage 12 feet x 20
feet (240 square feet). Proposed: 4 feet 8
inches (19 square feet) shower area added
to existing half bath and enclosed private
garage 221 square feet +/- by plan.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 12/26/19, The Times Fee: $31.62

use LEGO bricks to build a different engineering project in each class.
Registration is required and participation limited to 15 youngsters.
LEGO Club will meet on Thursdays, January 9 and 23, at 3 p.m. It
is open to children ages 4 to 12 and
each session is limited to 15 participants. Youngsters may build
whatever they wish and share their
creations with others. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the
library showcase. Registration is
required by phone or in person and
will open the Monday after the last
Lego Club session for the month.
Additional activities at the library
will be announced for the second
half of January. The Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third
Avenue. It is open Monday and
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For more information and to register for programs requiring it, call
(908) 789-1670. Information on all
library programs also is available
online at youseemore.com/
garwood.

MAKING HOLIDAYS BRIGHTER...Members of the Optimist Club of Westfield
and the Rotary Club of Westfield provided a record number of holiday food
baskets to those in need this year. Recipients included Westfield area families and
individuals and those served by the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless and
the St. Joseph Social Service Center.

Optimist, Rotary Clubs Team
For Holiday Food Baskets
ing from the Optimist Club and the
Rotary Club of Westfield, personal
financial contributions from members and friends, support from Kings
Supermarket in assembling food
boxes, and cookies from Delicious
Orchards in Colts Neck.
The involvement of 50 volunteers
from both the Optimist and Rotary
organizations contribute to the success of the annual project, which reflects the goals of both organizations
in helping those in need and assisting
members of the local community.
For information about the Optimist
Club of Westfield, go to
westfieldnj.com/optimist. For information about the Rotary Club of
Westfield, visit westfieldrotary.com.

Blood Drives to Take Place
December 27 to January 5
AREA — During this season of
giving, the American Red Cross urges
eligible donors to give the gift of life.
Blood and platelet donations of all
types are needed, especially type O.
Holiday travel and severe winter
weather often lead to a decline in
blood donations. Blood and platelets
are needed every day for those receiving treatment for cancer and leukemia, accident and burn victims and
surgical patients, among others.
As a special thank you for being the
lifeline for patients this holiday season, those who come out to give blood
or platelets with the Red Cross now
through Sunday, January 5, will receive a long-sleeved Red Cross Tshirt, while supplies last.
In Union County, upcoming blood
donation opportunities are as follows:
Rahway — Friday, December 27, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., Knights of Columbus,

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Library Trustees Set
Meeting For Jan. 8
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library Board of Trustees will
meet on Wednesday, January 8, at 8
p.m. This meeting is open to the public
and will take place at the library,
located at 411 Third Avenue,
Garwood.

80 W. Inman Avenue.
Roselle — Monday, December 30,
2 to 7 p.m., Chestnut Street Community Church, 303 Chestnut Street.
Berkeley Heights — Sunday, January 5, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Berkeley Heights Volunteer Rescue Squad,
378 Snyder Avenue.
All blood types are needed to ensure
a reliable supply for patients. A blood
donor card or driver’s license or two
other forms of identification are required at check-in. Individuals who
are age 17 in most states (16 with
parental consent where allowed by
state law), weigh at least 110 pounds
and are in generally good health may
be eligible to donate blood. Highschool students and other donors age
18 and younger also have to meet
certain height and weight requirements.
To schedule an appointment to donate, download the free Red Cross
Blood
Donor
App,
visit
RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-(800)RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
enable the Blood Donor Skill on any
Alexa Echo device.
Blood and platelet donors can
save time at their next donation by
using RapidPass® to complete their
pre-donation reading and health history questionnaire online, on the
day of their donation, before arriving at the blood drive. To get started,
follow the instructions at
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or
use the Blood Donor App.

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS
JANUARY 2020
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 am-9:00 pm Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm Sun 1-5:00 pm
Closing at 3:00 p.m. on December 31 and closed January 1 for New Year’s Day
Closed January 20 for Martin Luther King Day

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO

1/9

7:00 pm

Tai Chi Demo by Gang Huang

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RECREATION COMMISSION

1/10

1:30 pm

TGIF! Colette (movie)

MEETING NOTICE

1/17

1:30 pm

TGIF! Woodstock (movie)

1/18

2:00 pm

Vocalist Ellen LaFurn

1/24

1:30 pm

TGIF! Willa Cather (movie)

1/25

2:00 pm

Vocalist Sal Chiarelli

1/30

10:00 am

Create a Resume in Word (Part 1)

1/31

1:30 pm

TGIF! I Wanna Hold Your Hand (movie)

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has scheduled
a meeting for the following dates:

Page 7

Victorian Mourning Rites
To Be Luncheon Topic

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Optimist Club of Westfield and the
Rotary Club of Westfield again
demonstrated their commitment to
community service December 14
by providing a record number of
holiday food baskets to Westfield
area families and individuals in
need. The Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless and the St.
Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth also received holiday
food basket deliveries.
The Holiday Food Basket program has been an annual community service project for the Optimist
Club of Westfield for the past 30
years. This project is made possible
through the generosity of and fundCHRISTMAS CREW...Members of the Westfield Crew Team volunteered to
unload hundreds of Christmas trees November 24 for residents to purchase. The
Westfield Area Y Men’s Club sponsors the tree sale every year on the lot across
the street from the Westfield Board of Education building. Proceeds provide
funding for many organizations in the community. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Dylan Richards, Sean Koellhoffer, Jeremy Heyder, Coach Dave Smelko, Jason
Yang, Sasha Korotkyi, Yusuf Lee, Matt Eagan and Albert Michael.

Thursday, December 26, 2019

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Joan
Schaible will discuss “Victorian Death
& Mourning Traditions” on January 8.
Much of the 19th century was
known as the Victorian period, so
named for the 60-year reign of
England’s Queen Victoria. Her influence was evidenced in American death
and mourning practices, which may
appear morbid or strange today.
During this presentation, participants will learn about preparation of
the home and the deceased;
taphophobia; post-mortem photography; the wake; funeral service; interment; park cemeteries and gravestone
symbolism. Even after the loved one
had passed away, mourning could
continue for years.
The event will begin with check-in
at 11:45 a.m. on the second floor of
Ferraro’s Restaurant, located at 14
Elm Street, Westfield. Elevator access is available.
Ms. Schaible was born and raised
in New Jersey and attended Taylor
University in Upland, Ind. She taught
middle-school social studies and language arts in Boonton. Ms. Schaible
worked for the Morris County Park
Commission as a historical program
specialist at Fosterfields Living Historical Farm in Morris Township. She
also serves as a docent at The Stickley
Museum at Craftsman Farms in
Parsippany. Ms. Schaible spends time
giving a variety of presentations for
school children and adult groups, as
well as at libraries and senior centers.
Those wishing to attend the luncheon
may make a reservation by email to
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com,
or by calling (908) 654-1794 before
Friday, January 3. Attendees are asked
to advise if there are special dietary
needs. The luncheon fee of $35 for
Westfield Historical Society members
or $40 for non-members includes a
three-course meal, coffee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon fee should be paid

in advance (check payable to Westfield
Historical Society) by mailing to
Westfield Historical Society, P.O. Box
613, Westfield, N.J. 07091, or online at
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/registration. Payments should be received by
the Friday prior to the luncheon.
Westfield Historical Society memberships also will be available at the luncheon.
Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) nonprofit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.
For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events,
visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the organization on Facebook.

VICTORIAN MOURNING...Joan
Schaible will present “Victorian Death
& Mourning Traditions” at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society on January 8, at 11:45
a.m., at Ferraro’s Restaurant in
Westfield. Reservations are required.
Ms. Schaible is pictured wearing a somber expression and Victorian mourning attire to accompany her topic.

Paws for Reading, Ceramics
On Tap at Cranford Library
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will present two free,
fun, family programs during January.
Emerging readers are invited to
hone their reading skills by reading to
certified therapy dogs at the library’s
monthly “Paws for Reading” program.
Participants can reserve a 10-minute
spot between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. The
next program will be held on Tuesday,
January 14. Registration is required
and can be done two weeks before
each event. The program also will take
place on Tuesday, February 11.
The library will partner with Fire me
up! Studio to offer “Llama Story Time,”
a special ceramics story time and craft
activity, on Friday, January 17, at 11
a.m. Participants will enjoy a short
story time before painting a ceramic
llama figurine. This program is for
children ages 2 to 6 and a caregiver.
Registration is required and can be
done online by visiting eventbrite.com/
e/llama-story-time-with-fire-me-upstudio-tickets-77555820547.
The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue. Additional programs taking place at the
library will be announced for Janu-

ary and February. For information
on all library programs, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

Bagels & Books Due
At Library Jan. 6
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host Bagels
& Books on Monday, January 6, at 10
a.m. Book lovers share their recent
reading experiences with other bibliophiles and pick up suggestions for
future reading. Light refreshments will
be served. Registration is required.
For more information or to register, visit scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,
child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

January 2, 2020
The meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m. and
be held at Shady Rest/Scotch Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey; and
In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a program, service, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordinator as soon as possible before the scheduled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate resources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or impose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, service, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordinator.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, the Times
Fee: $37.74

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN: CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION
CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFORMATION & ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
PARENTS/CAREGIVERS STAY WITH CHILDREN FOR MOST PROGRAMS
TEEN MIDTERM STUDY HALL DATES:
JANUARY 27 TO FEBRUARY 3: SEE WEBSITE FOR HOURS

1/7, 14, 21, 28

10:30 am

2’s on Tuesday Storytime*

1/7, 14, 21, 28

1:00 pm

Crafternoon Storytime 3½-5 years**

1/7, 14, 21

3:45 pm

Afternoon LEGO Club 5+years**

1/9, 16, 23, 30

10:30 am

3’s on Thursday *

1/10, 17, 24, 31 10:00 am

Playgroup for Babies & Toddlers*
0-23 months

1/11

10:30 am

When Animals Attack 4+years*

1/11

2:00 pm

Paws to Read– Beginning readers read
to WML dogs in 10-minute sessions*

1/25

10:30 am

Mike Rose Magic Show 4+years*

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com
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Blue Devil Matmen Hold Off
Jaguars in Final Event, 31-30
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 23-0 after the first six
events, the heart of the Blue Devils’
lineup responded well winning six of
the next seven bouts to seize a 31-27
lead with one bout (160-lbs) remaining in the season-opening match with
the Jackson Memorial Jaguars in
Westfield on December 20. A majority decision in that final bout would
give the Jaguars a tie and a victory via
criteria but a successful defensive
move in the final seconds by Mike
Price secured the Blue Devils with a
31-30 victory.
Price’s bout with Jaguar Rob
Lagravenis began with a degree of
sanity. After being taken down, Price
responded with an escape and a
takedown to carry a 3-2 lead into the
second period where Lagravenis
added a reversal for a 4-3 lead. After
tallying five quick takedowns against
the tiring Price in the third period,

Lagravenis needed just one more to
claim the majority decision. He went
for a double-leg but Price reacted
with a haystack elevator toss to get a
takedown and limit Lagravenis to a
14-10 decision.
But the 152-lb bout before was the
one that put the Blue Devils in front
31-27 when Anthony Ciotta wasted
no time settling Rory Cirelli with a
headlock in 28 seconds.
“I felt the excitement. That smile!
My muscles began to tense up. I was
like, ‘this is it! Hit it!’ He was going to
pass out or I was going to pin him.
Those were the options,” Ciotta explained.
However, the first half of the match
appeared that it was going to be a
romp in favor of the Jaguars, who
won their section and were a top-20
team last year. Beginning at 170-lbs,
Jaguar Hunter Smith demonstrated
his masterful top control to claim a 50 decision over Luke Scanlan. At 182-

lbs, Blue Devil Jim McDermott managed to limit Dylan Fischer to a 9-2
decision then Kyle Epperly recorded
a 15-0, 2:33 technical fall over Jack
Price to give the Jaguars an 11-0 lead.
Brad Galassi entangled Blue Devil
Jon Heard in 4:30 with a grapevine/
power half nelson at 220-lbs then
Jaguar Antonio Farias edged Will
Ricca, 3-2, at 285-lbs. Brett Blaes
earned an 8-2 decision over Ethan
Composto at 106-lbs to put the Jaguars on top 23-0.
But Luke Jacobs put the Blue Devils in the winning column when he
pinned Lucas Lipari in 4:56 with a
yank-and-crank half nelson/wrist
combination at 113-lbs. At 120-lbs,
Blue Devil Quinn Gimblette baited
Luke Temple with a snaky leg maneuver to set up a cradle that settled him
in 50 seconds.
“Pretty much when we were down,
I knew we had to come back and give
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING A WHS RECORD...Blue Devil Abby McKinney set the WHS record in the 100-yard butterfly with a time of 56.9
in the rivalry meet against the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in Westfield on December 19.

McKINNEY BREAKS WHS RECORD IN 100-FLY, WINS IM

Lady Blue Devils Overwhelm
Raider Swim Girls, 105.5-64.5
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Abby McKinney certainly
had her special afternoon but so did
the Westfield High School (WHS)
girls swim team when they overwhelmed the visiting Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders, 105.5-64.5, at
Wallace Pool in Westfield on December 19. The 4-0 Lady Blue Devils
took first in two of the three relays and
six of the eight individual events and
McKinney was on both winning relays and touched first in the 200Individual Medley (IM) with a time
of 2:12.81 then set the WHS record in
the 100-butterfly with a winning time
of 56.9.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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“You have to start with the school
record holder. We had a girl break the
school record, which is amazing. Abby
went a 56.9 in the 100-butterfly not to
overlook she won all of her events
today, so that doesn’t hurt also,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Steve Whittington
pointed out.
The Blue Devils wasted no time
gaining 11 of the 14 team points in the
first event, the 200-medley relay by
placing 1-3. Julia McGann, Elie
Cestero, Abby McKinney and Erin
McKinney touched first with a time
of 1:50.68, followed by Raiders
Rachel Small, Julia Bonhote, Ava
Mustacciuolo and Chloe Howell at
1:54.12 and Blue Devils Laura Lane,

Clara Yu, Katherine Li and Vivian
Jeckell also timed at 1:54.12.
“They came today ready to swim,
which is so important when you swim
against a top school such as Scotch
Plains,” Coach Whittington said.
Blue Devil Erin McAndrew won
the 200-freestyle with a time of
1:57.67, followed by Raider Abby
Ryan at 1:59.73, Blue Devil Sarah
Kennedy at 2:02.61 and Raider
Howell at 2:02.69. Following
McKinney in the 200IM, Blue Devil
Abby Bebel took second at 2:19.48
and Raider Morgan Tsin took third at
2:22.7.
Bonhote, who was involved in all
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BAKER WINS 200IM, 100-BACK; LONDON 100-FLY, 100-FREE

Blue Devil Surge Sinks Raiders
In Boys Swim Rivalry, 101-69
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECORDING A KEY PIN...Blue Devil junior Anthony Ciotta pins Rory Cirelli in 28 seconds to put his team ahead 31-27
with one bout remaining on December 20. The Blue Devils defeated Jackson Memorial, 31-30.

KANTERMAN, KALNINS, GLUCK PIN; NOCK, McLEAN WIN

Wall Knights Sting Cougars
In Wrestling Final Bout, 34-33
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every team point would be needed
to determine who would be the winner in the regular season opener between the Wall Township Crimson
Knights and the hosting Cranford
Cougars on December 19. It was not
until the final bout of the evening at
106-lbs that the outcome was finalized and the Knights, trailing 33-31,
got the points they needed when Jack
Kinsella recorded a third-period escape and followed with a Fireman’s
takedown to top Will Fernandez, 3-0,
to earn his team a 34-33 victory.
Although there were a number of
close bouts that have shifted the outcome, the first five bouts resulted in
lopsided affairs, beginning at 113-lbs
when Knight Cole Meyer pulled off a
slick Julio Roll to pin Quinten

Connolly in 1:56. But it took only 30
seconds to knot the team score at 6-6
when Cougar Pat Kalnins, from the
standing position, clamped Nick
Vetrona in a cradle at 120-lbs.
Back came the Knights at 126-lbs.
Mike Bruno tallied a takedown-to-back
four-point move in the first period then
pinned Pat Ganley with a cradle in 2:43.
At 132-lbs, Cougar Jimmy Gluck went
to work on Mike Farrell in the second
period with a grapevine tilt and followed with a leg-elevator tilt then in the
third period, he turned him with a tight
waist/half-nelson in 5:01 to make the
team score 12-12. At 138-lbs, Wall’s
Jacob Glantzman recorded five
takedowns, a reversal and two escapes
to claim a 14-5 majority decision over
Connor Hoefling.
Endurance may have played a role
in the next bout between Cougar Colin

Murray and Nick Zamaloff at 145-lbs.
Murray began with a driving singleleg tackle then added an escape and a
penalty point to carry a 4-1 lead midway through the second period. But
Zamaloff won a scramble for a
takedown then added a reversal and a
penalty point to claim a 6-4 decision.
After Nico Vargas pinned Christian
Esposito in 2:19 with an arm bar/half
nelson, the Knights took what appeared
to be a commanding 25-12 lead but at
160-lbs, Cougar Shane Kanterman recorded an escape and a penalty point
and finished with a takedown to beat
Mike Fumarella, 4-1.
Cougar Max Nock used his devastating leg control to decision Brendan
Newberry, 6-2, at 170-lbs but all was
not smooth sailing at first.
“I went for a dump [barrel roll]. It

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tremendous strength of depth, especially in the final five events, came
into play as the Westfield High School
boys swim team, clinging to a slim
48-46 lead after the 100-freestyle,
outscored the visiting Scotch Plains-

Raider Matt London touched first in
the 50-freestyle with a time of 22.39
and the 100-freestyle with a time of
49.82. Blue Devil seniors Jeremy
Kronheimer at 22.62 and Kyle Altman
at 23.25 finished 2-3 in the 50-free
then Colin Kavanagh at 50.24 and

Fanwood Raiders, 53-23, in those
events to seize a 101-69 victory in
Westfield on December 19. The Raiders claimed a first place in five of the
first six events but the Blue Devils’
depth held on to keep that narrow
lead.
During that tight first half of action,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING FIRST IN THE 500-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Seth Camacho took first in the 500-freestyle with a time of 4:48.72
in the meet against the Raider boys at Wallace Pool in Westfield on December 19.

Coldwell Banker Wesƞield West & Elite ProperƟes Presents:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Patrick A. Manfra Jr, Broker Sales Associate
908.370.1046 Cell
908.233.0065 Oĸce
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

patrick.manfra@cbmoves.com

ATTEMPTING TO SET UP A TILT...Cougar Max Nock, top, slips in a single grapevine and works on Brandon Newberry’s
arm to set up a tilt in his 170-lb bout. Nock defeated Newberry, 6-2, in Cranford on December 19.

Carol Tener
Sales Associate
908-400-3670 Cell
908-233-0065 Oĸce
carol.tener@cbmoves.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions.
©2019 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark
licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real
estate brokers.

Carol’s goal is to provide her clients with the ultimate in professionalism from start to finish, with
exceptional attention to detail, 38 years of experience, endless enthusiasm and true dedication to her profession.

Wishing you a peaceful and joyous holiday season
600 North Avenue W, Wesƞield, NJ
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Blue Devil Surge Sinks Raiders
In Swimming Rivalry, 101-69

Blue Devil Wrestlers Hold Off
Jackson Jaguars, 31-30
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it more of an effort. I wasn’t nervous.
I knew I had to give it my all, and I did.
Everyone else out there, the heavyweights gave it their all. My little
snake thing that I do, I kind of like to
scoot around and hook the leg,”
Gimblette said.
Blue Devil Luke Hoerle went to
work on Lance Hobbs at 126-lbs and
recorded six takedowns, a pair of
nearfalls and a reversal to eventually
pin him with a side-single leg-to-back
move in 3:50.
“That’s what we drill in practice,
constant takedowns, constant
takedowns. I know if I keep on scoring, I can keep up the pressure and
with the pressure he will break and
can put him to his back for six,”
Hoerle said.
Early on in his bout Hoerle used his
patented barrel roll to collect four
points before he decided to ramp up
the score with his rapid repertoire of
takedowns.
“It’s my go to. People know it’s
coming but I still like to go to it. I like
to think that’s unstoppable. Later in
the year I am going to face tougher
competition and I am going to have to
resort to other attacks but if it’s there,
I’m going to take it,” Hoerle explained.
George Ebid interrupted the Blue
Devils’ string of victories when he
won by 15-6 majority decision over
Aiden Paul at 132-lbs. But Jeremy
Silber got the bonus points back when
he earned an 11-3 majority decision
over Nick White at 138-lbs.
“I tried to do whatever I needed to
do for the team. I knew we were down
big so I needed some bonus points. I
just kept going after him, going after
the kid,” Silber said.
After recording a first-period

takedown, Silber would pull off a
slick kickover reversal to take a 5-0
lead into the third period when he
added three takedowns — head-andarm, back door, duck-and-spin — to
gain the majority decision.
On his reversal and first takedown,
Silber explained, “He stalled so I went
for the submarine. I finished it from
there. I couldn’t really finish with a
regular high crotch, so I had to go
under,” Silber described.
Blue Devil freshman Mike Murphy
demonstrated that he was full of moxie
when he racked up four takedowns
and a pair of escapes to defeat Luke
Hamann, 10-5, at 145-lbs to make the
score 27-25. Then Ciotta did his thing
to impress his team.
“I was hyped,” Silber expressed.
“My coach came up to me and told
me to focus on that one match.
Wrestle your match and I went out
and I wanted to win. I wanted to seal
the deal. I wanted to be the one to put
us in the lead. I’ve seen my teammates, Scanlan, others seal the deal
last year. I wanted to be the one,”
Ciotta said.
“It was a great team effort. It shows
how we work as a team and big stuff
is ahead for us,” Silber said.
170:
182:
195:
220:
285:
106:
113:
120:
126:
132:
138:
145:
152:
160:

BOUT SEQUENCE:
:
— Smith J d Scanlan 5-0
— Fischer J d McDermott 9-2
— Epperly J p Price 2:33
— Galassi J p Heard 4:30
— Farias J d Ricca 3-2
— Blaes J d Composto 8-2
— Jacobs W p Lipari 4:56
— Gimblette W p Temple :50
— Hoerle W p Hobbs 3:50
— Ebid J md Paul 15-6
— Silber W md White 11-3
— Murphy W d Hamman 10-5
— Ciotta W p Cirelli :28
— Lagravenis J d Price 14-10

Blue Devil Keglers Topple
Raiders, Crusaders, Vikings
Freshman Perry Cuccaro rolled a
622 (217, 207, 198) series as the
Westfield High School bowling team
defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood 70, 2,771-2,397, at Jersey Lanes in
Linden on December 10. Dante Morales rolled a 584 (203, 195, 186)
series and Trey Rabinowitz rolled a
580 (178, 197, 205) series. Jon
Grossman had a 479 (190, 142, 147)
series. Tyler Devitt had games of 183
and 168, and Austin Peterson rolled a
155.
Josh Fox recorded the high series
for the 5-2 Raiders with a 525 (168,
189, 168). Aiden Birnbaum rolled a
514 (172, 177, 165) series. Dylan Fei
rolled a 480 (199, 146, 135) series.
Brandon Buissereth rolled a 448 (131,
158, 159) series and Jessica Lancaster
rolled a 430 (142, 147, 141) series.
On December 11, the Blue Devils
improved to 6-1 with a 7-0 victory
over AL Johnson, 2,867-2,224, also
at Jersey Lanes. This time Peterson
rolled the high series for the Blue
Devils with a 594 (244 — high game
—, 191, 159). Morales was close
behind with a 588 (197, 196, 195).
followed by Devitt at 582 (172, 200,

210), Rabinowitz at 574 (188, 204,
182) and Cuccaro at 529 (146, 192,
191).
On December 17, the 7-1 Blue
Devils rejected the Union Catholic
Vikings, 7-0, (2,852-2,392). Cuccaro
rolled the high series and high game
with a total pin count of 621 (212,
223, 186). Morales came in with a
597 (191, 191, 215) and Devitt had a
574 (202, 173, 199). Peterson had a
549 (186, 219, 144). Grossman rolled
a 168 and a 149. Jared Saltzer rolled
a 194.
CJ Tomalauge had the high series
for the Vikings at 515 (204, 149,
162), followed by Liam Quinn at 508
(203, 117, 188). Isabella Fuentes
rolled a 480 (179, 158, 143), Nick
Misseri rolled a 474 (159, 163, 152)
and Alex Gorodensky rolled a 415
(141, 155, 119).

Start Your
Sales Engines!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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HEADING DOWN THE ICE...Blue Devil senior captain Trevor Tanella, No. 33,
takes the puck down the ice.

Blue Devil Icemen Topple
Ridge Red Devils, Livingston
The Westfield High School boys
hockey team’s 2019-2020 schedule is
littered with some of the best public
teams in the state, including three
games against defending state champions. This past week Westfield played
one of those defending state champions, the Ridge Red Devils. Westfield
was particularly motivated for this
contest as Ridge ended the Blue Devils season last year with a dramatic 21 overtime victory in the state playoff
semifinals. Ridge entered this clash
of demonic mascots undefeated and
ranked 19 in the state.
Westfield prevailed 4-2 in this
rematch with a strong offensive effort
along with their usual stingy defense
and goaltending. Senior goalie Jack
Ruckman stopped 19 of 21 shots to
earn the victory. The Blue Devils
flashed their skills early when sophomore Matt Beke sent a pass with extra
sauce to freshman Matteo Mancheno
for the finish and a 1-0 lead. Senior
Nick Forno extended the lead when
he buried a rebound off a shot by
senior captain Trevor Tanella.
Tanella scored the eventual gamewinning goal with an end-to-end rush
and highlight reel goal. Ridge drew
close with two power-play goals, but
Westfield senior Andrew Principato
doused all Red Devils’ hope with a
back-breaking goal of his own. Sophomore Greg Oliveri and senior alternate captain Dylan Howard provided
the apples on the Principato tally.
Earlier in the week the mighty Blue
Devils posted a convincing victory
over conference rival Livingston, 41, at the Warinanco Ice Center in
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003934
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006932-18
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION (“FANNIE MAE”), A CORPORATION ORGANIZED AND EXISTING UNDER
THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA
VS.
Defendant: KARIDA S. WINKLER, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES HIS, HERS, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTERTEST; AHISHA QUALLIS A/K/A AHISHA
N. WINKLER; NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC.; STATE OF NEW JERSEY: UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 01/22/2020
Writ of Execution: 11/07/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Eight Hundred FiftyFive and 74/ 100*** $579,855.74.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 312 LIVINGSTON
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.
Tax LOT 2 (F/K/A LOT 3) BLOCK 4004 (F/K/A
BLOCK 508).
Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet wide by 150 feet
long.
Nearest Cross Street: RIPLEY PLACE.
*SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MUNICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, INSURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER ADVANCES MADE BY PLAINTIFF PRIOR TO THIS
SALE. ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE TO
CONDUCT AND RELY UPON THEIR OWN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY OUTSTANDING INTEREST REMAIN OF RECORD AND/
OR HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE LIEN BEING
FORECLOSED AND, IF SO THE CURRENT
AMOUNT DUE THEREON.
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,972.38 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,972.37 OPEN
• Sewer: Acct: 6306 0 01/01/2019 - 12/31/2019
$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Ninety-One
Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-One and 55/100***
$591,961.55 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/26/19, 01/02/20, 01/09/20
& 01/16/20
Fee: $220.32

Roselle.
Junior Dan McDonald opened the
scoring by accepting a nifty apple
from Forno and depositing it in the
back of the net. Beke followed up
with a goal of his own with assists
from McDonald and junior Kyle
Azzaretto.
Tanella added two goals, both
snipes from the high slot. Helpers on
the Tanella goals were provided by
seniors Brendan Hiltz and Howard.
Ruckman stopped 14 of 15 shots.
After the midseason break, the 4-21 Blue Devils will continue their tough
slate of games with two important
conference tilts – Glen Rock and
archnemesis and defending state
champion Summit, currently No. 9 in
the state rankings. Westfield hopes
these bouts with the best in the state
will help them, brick by brick, become one of the best by the end of the
season.
Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey
team
on
Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

Altman at 51.58 placed 2-3 in the 100free. Raider Corey He took first in the
200-freestyle at 1:47.85, while Blue
Devils Seth Camacho at 1:48.17 and
Christian Tedseco at 1:53.62 placed 23. Raider Jason Mongiovi won the
100-butterfly with a time of 54.9, while
Blue Devils Matt Swenson at 55.59,
Barney Veres at 56.56 and Billy
Maguire at 56.82 finished 2-3-4.
Blue Devil Roan Baker was the
only Blue Devil to touch first in those
first six events with a time of 1:58.6 in
the 200-Individual Medley (IM), followed by Raider Aidan Trenery at
1:59.96 and Blue Devils Kavanagh at
2:02.72 and Jack Young at 2:10.79.
But the Blue Devils ran into a problem in the very first event, the 200medley relay, when Baker, Veres,
Swenson and Kronheimer touched
first but were disqualified for an infraction, allowing Raiders Sean
Merkle, Trenery, Mongiovi and Brad
Frank to claim first with a time of
1:42.51, and Blue Devils Maguire,
Altman, Josh Schwartz and Scanlan
to take third at 1:44.96.
“They said our guy flinched on the
first relay. It’s an unfortunate happening but sometimes those do happen
and it affects your team. If they can
overcome it, then it shows what kind
of mentality they have,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jeff Knight explained.
“After we found out about the DQ,
we kind of had to regroup. We had to
forget about that. We had to move on.
We had to be stronger as a team. We
had to push it throughout the whole
meet,” Altman said.
And they did indeed get stronger as
Camacho at 4:48.72, TJ Walsh at 5:04/
03 and Carsen Sharkey at 5:09.9 took
1-3-4 in the 500-free, while Raider
Corey Hee placed second at 4:57.89.
The Blue Devils then took 1-3 in the
200-free relay with Kavanagh,
Kronheimer, Scanlan and Altman
touching first at 1:31.08 and Veres,
Gary Maimon, Zach Williams and
Christian Tedesco taking third at
1:34.02. Raiders London, Mike
DePaola, Mongiovi and He took second at 1:33.11.
Baker won the 100-backstroke in
54.77 in a 1-3 (Swanson — 57.34) -5

(Maguire — 58.39) Blue Devil finish. Raider Trenery took second at
56.83. The Blue Devils reaped 12
more team points with a 1 (Veres —
1:00.09), 2 (Kronheimer — 1:02.26),
4 (Brennan — 1:06.05) in the 100breaststroke. Mongiovi took third at
1:02.76.
“The breaststroke. We’ve got a lot
of good fortune with some really
strong breaststrokers and yet again
they were the hammer for us. They
were the ones that sealed the meet.
Jeremy Kronheimer, Barney Veres and
Andrew Brennan! They were the ones
who put us over the top,” Coach Knight
said.
The final event, the 400-free relay,
was a 1-3 Westfield placement with
Kavanagh, Camacho, Swenson and
Baker taking first at 3:22.03 and
Tedesco, Mike Riordan, Williams and
Scanlan taking third at 3:33.76. Raiders He, London, Merkle and Trenery
took second at 3:23.73. In that event,
Camacho gave the Blue Devils a convincing lead after the second lap.
“We really put up a strong fight in
that one. It shows we never give up,
even the last three still fighting hard
to get as many points as we can,”
Kronheimer pointed out.
“The meet was set up where we
knew that we would have a strong
back half but what some of the guys
did in particular really was special.
Seth Camacho in the 5[00] free, that
was a really special swim. The two
relays, the 2[00] and the 4[00] were
fantastic. The guys were hitting numbers that we were really hoping to see
and they exceeded it, so that makes
me even prouder,” Coach Knight expressed.
“Our team is strong. We are looking to go to counties. We are looking
to win counties and we are pushing to
win the state finals,” Altman said.
“Across the board I couldn’t be
prouder. Everyone showed up and
they came out well,” Coach Knight
said.
“I am really proud of our team’s
effort today. We really put up some
strong swims today and I think we are
really looking good going into the
rest of the season,” Kronheimer said.

Lady Blue Devils Overwhelm Raider Swimmers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

three of the Raiders’ first place finishes, took first in the 50-free with a
time of 24.26 but the Blue Devils took
2-3-4 with Erin McKinney at 25.28,
Jeckell at 25.92 and Marcelina
Krowinska at 26.37 to take a 40-22
lead at the break.
McKinney then set her recordbreaking time in the 100-fly with
Olivia Terry and Li taking 3-4 to
extend the Blue Devils’ lead to 51-27.
Mustacciuolo took second at 1:01.7.
“I was nervous going into it because it was like a huge rival. I’ve
gone faster than that record before in
my club team and I just had to believe
in myself and go for it. It was like
pushing through that last 25 [yards]
of the race. There wasn’t that much
competition. My teammates on the
side were pushing me along and cheering,” McKinney explained.
The preseason indication was that
the Blue Devils had a strong group of
freestylers but they ran into some
difficulty when the Raiders swept the
100-freestyle with Bonhote touching
first at 54.07, followed by Howell at
55.73 and Small at 53.86.
“We had a girl, her goggles came
off and the race was not one of her
best ones but she came back strong
and her other teammates picked her
up,” Coach Whittington explained.
The Blue Devils certainly did come
back by harvesting 11.5 points in the
500-free with McGann taking top honors at 5:18.73, followed by Laura Lane
tied with Raider Aislinn Mooney at
5:21.15, and Emma Heinze at 5:22.23.
Small, Ryan, Howell and Bonhote
won the 200-free relay at 1:41.31,
followed by Erin McKinney, Jeckell,
Krowinska and McAndrew at 1:41.34.
Blue Devils Li, Catherine Miller, Katie
Bromberg and Maddie Sullivan took

third at 1:46.65.
The Blue Devils dominated the final three events beginning with Lane
taking first in the 100-backstroke at
1:00.97, McGann third and Kennedy
fourth. Small touched second at
1:01.64. Cestero won the 100-breaststroke at 1:10.53, followed by Raider
Ryan at 1:10.62 and Blue Devils Bebel
at 1:11.94 and Yu at 1:12.24.
McGann, McAndrew, Krowinska
and Abby McKinney won the final
event, the 400-free relay in 3:45.2,
followed by teammates Bromberg,
Jeckell, Kennedy and Lane at 3:50.51
and Raiders Mooney, Avery
Higinbotham, Mustacciuolo and Ryan
at 3:57.59.

Westfield Y Devilfish Make
Waves at Two Swim Events
On November 24, the Westfield
Area “Y” Devilfish sent their youngest swimmers to The Candy Cane
Classic, hosted by the Somerset Hills
“Y” in Basking Ridge.
TOP 16 FINISHES:
GIRLS 8U: Sophie Ayers (2nd 25
Free, 4th 25 Back, 9th 25 Fly); Molly
Germond (13th 100IM); Gemma
Giordano (5th 50 Breast, 10th 25 Fly,
11th 25 Free, 13th 25 Back); Vera
Grez (8th 100 Free, 12th 50 Breast);
Catherine Kavanagh (14th 25 Fly);
Jane Reichart (16th 25 Breast);
Victoria Sidorov (9th 50 Back, 12th
50 Free); Annabelle Tao (7th 25 Free
and 100IM, 9th 50 Breast)
BOYS 8U: Joseph Casiere (4th 50
Back, 5th 100 Free and 50 Fly, 6th
100IM); Alexander Contract (9th 50
Back, 11th 50 Breast and 100IM);
James Fu (10th 50 Back, 15th 100IM,

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021722-18
FILE NO. 22326-16.R

next business day, between regular business hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
LOT 812 BLOCK 8 on the tax duplicate of
ELIZABETH. Total amount required to redeem tax sale certificate no. 13-00292 is
$50,768.75, together with interest from
September 15, 2017 and costs of $906.37.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment
is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $61.71

NOTICE TO REDEEM
PCII REO LLC; PLAINTIFF VS.
CASSIE GEORGE A/K/A
KASSANDRA
GEORGE;
KEVIN GEORGE; DONNA
GEORGE; MARY FELICETTA;
WILLIAM H. GEORGE, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; JOSEPHINE GEORGE
A/K/A JOSEFINA GEORGE;
JUSTIN GEORGE; TONY
LUKE GEORGE; MRS. TONY
LUKE GEORGE, WIFE OF
TONY LUKE GEORGE; TCB
DENTAL PA; BELL ATLANTIC N/K/A VERIZON; STATE
OF
NEW
JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)
TO: WILLIAM H. GEORGE, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; KEVIN
GEORGE; MARY FELICETTA;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 19, 2019, the Superior Court Fixed February 18, 2020, or the

The Blue Devils also won the dual
meet last year but the Raiders went on
to win their fifth straight UCT crown.
But this time the Blue Devils’ win was
much more impressive.
“We have been working really hard
and we gained a lot of really good
freshmen. We’ve all gone a lot faster
with the training with coach
Whittington. We have a lot of depth,
which I think is going to help us a lot
in the counties. That’s our goal this
year to win counties and I think we are
on the right track,” McKinney said.
“I think we showed that we will be
here for a while. We are not going
anywhere,” said Coach Whittington
with a grin.

16th 50 Breast); Lucas Moussouni
(3rd 25 Free, 5th 100IM, 6th 50
Breast); William Walker (10th 50 Free
and 25 Breast, 11th 50 Back)
On November 24, the Devilfish
sent 18 to swimmers to the TYR Distance Derby, hosted by Scarlet Aquatics at Newark Academy in Livingston.
TOP 16 FINISHES:
GIRLS 11-12: Catherine Ritter
(4th 200 Back, 9th 200IM); Simran
Tangri (15th 200 Breast)
BOYS 11-12: Josh Cetin (3rd 200
Fly, 10th 200IM); Michael Fisher (5th
200 Fly, 6th 200 Back); Cole Sharkey
(2nd 200 Back and 200 Fly)
GIRLS 13-14: Caroline Heinze
(13th 200 Breast); Clare Logan (1st
200 Back); Isabelle Shih (5th 200
Back); Selah Tedesco (2nd 200
Breast)
BOYS 13-14: Danny Pierce (4th
200 Back); JD Twilley (2nd 200
Breast, 6th 200 Back)
GIRLS 15-18: Emma Heinze (1st
400IM); Marcelina Krowinska (2nd
200 Breast)
BOYS 15-18: Billy Maguire (3rd
200 Back, 4th 200 Fly); Carsen
Sharkey (5th 200 Breast); Matt
Swenson (2nd 200 Back); Jack Young
(3rd 200 Breast, 9th 200 Back)
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT
The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide Tax Appeal
legal services to the Township of Cranford.
The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Proposal for Tax Appeal Legal
Services through a fair and open process
in accordance with NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et
seq. This contract and Resolution No. 2019402 are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Renaud DeAppolonio,
LLC, 190 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016
SERVICE: Tax Appeal Legal Services
ADDITIONAL FEE: Not to Exceed $
3,000.00
DATE: December 17, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

SHAPIRO, ROONEY, CZARNECKI, ALLIEGRO HUGE ON ‘O’

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Blue Devils Turned it Around;
Finished Football Season, 7-4
WHS record 14 receptions for 217 ning back to surpass 2,000 yards when
yards and Shapiro completed 25 of 29 he carried 169 times for 645 yards,
Much can be said about the com- passes for 290 yards.
including seven touchdowns. He also
petitiveness of the Westfield High
After hitting such a great high note had 23 receptions for 150 yards and a
School football team this season. with the victory, the Blue Devils touchdown. Last year although sitExperiencing a losing season after plunged to the depths with a 38-21 ting out the final four games due to
three straight North Jersey, Section 2, loss to North Brunswick even though injury, Alliegro carried 125 times for
Group 5 titles, the Blue Devils con- Shapiro tossed for another 289 yards, 495 yards, including three touchdowns
verted a 4-7 record in 2018 to a 7-4 which included a pair of touchdown and he had nine receptions for 97
record this season. Additionally, the passes to Rooney and another one to yards and a touchdown. His sophoBlue Devils stunned perennial pow- Czarnecki. But back came a justice more season, he carried 178 times for
erhouse Phillipsburg in a regular-sea- game when the Blue Devils knocked 920 yards, including eight touchson game and advanced to the sec- off Bridgewater-Raritan, 27-23, in the downs, and had six receptions for 53
tional semifinals where they dropped quarterfinal round of the North Jer- yards and a touchdown. Alliegro fina very close game with the Ridgewood sey, Section 2, Group 5 playoffs. ished with 2,060 rushing yards and
Maroon, who went on to outgun Shapiro went big time with 25 comple- totaled 21 touchdowns. Junior runUnion, 41-37, for the North Group 5 tions in 35 attempts for 322 yards and ning back Shane Carlin had 28 carries
Regional title.
touchdown passes to Rooney, for 116 yards.
The Blue Devils began their season Czarnecki and Alliegro. Rooney (156
Defensively, Kessler recorded 74
with a 28-14 victory over the Linden yards) and Czarnecki (110 yards) each tackles (and 52 assisted), including
More photossix
atthrows
goleader.com
Tigers and senior receiver Griffin had eight receptions.
for losses (TFL) and three
Rooney had four receptions for 144
He also
caused four fumbles
The “almost” game came next sacks.
Ballyhoo
Sports
and knocked down four passes. Senior defensive lineman Colin Freer
more photos at goleader.com
recorded 49 tackles (and 44 assisted)
and led the team with 10 TFL and 4.5
Ballyhoo Sports
sacks. He also caused a fumble, had
an interception and knocked down
three passes. Shinners had 34 tackles
(and 38 assisted), five TFL and a
sack. He caused a fumble, had an
interception and knocked down three
passes.
Ortiz had 33 tackles, 15 assists,
five knockdowns and led the team
with three interceptions. Senior linebacker Reid Caldwell had 31 tackles
and 51 assists with three TFL, two
fumble recoveries and five
knockdowns. Junior linebacker Dan
Shakal had 29 tackles and 39 assists
with a TFL and a fumble recovery.
Senior defensive lineman Matt
Dale Horton (P-burg game 2019) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
O’Connor recorded 28 tackles with
SNAGGING THE GAME WINNER...Blue Devil senior Griffin Rooney, No. 17,
41 assists, three TFL and a sack.
grabs the game-winning touchdown in overtime to topple the Stateliners of
Junior defensive lineman Jon Heard
Phillipsburg this season.
recorded 26 tackles and 25 assisted,
yards, including a touchdown, and against top-seeded Ridgewood in the six TFL, a sack and caused a fumble.
with solid blocking from his line led sectional semifinal. Leading 10-2 en- Senior defensive back Dan Varano
by co-captain Declan McCauley, se- tering the fourth quarter, the Maroon recorded 25 tackles, 21 assists, a TFL,
nior quarterback Hank Shapiro tossed shifted their running game that was a fumble recovery and an intercepthe first of his five 200+ games. Next getting absolutely nowhere, to a pass- tion, while leading the team with 11
was a heartbreaking 10-7 setback to ing game that resulted in a pair of knockdowns. Junior lineman Will
the Union Farmers, who would go on touchdowns and a 16-10 win. Rooney Heflin had 18 tackles, 18 assists, four
to win their section title. The Blue had 13 receptions for 134 yards.
TFL and 2.5 sacks, while adding two
Devils held a 7-0 lead at the half.
The final game was the annual knockdowns. Meiselman had 15 tackWatchung Hills posed a threat next Thanksgiving Day Classic against les, 18 assists, a TFL and an intercepbut the Blue Devils prevailed 21-17 Plainfield and the Blue Devils gobbled tion. When on defense, Rooney had
with another 200+ yard passing effort up the Cardinals, 24-0. Rooney nine tackles, 14 assists, an intercepfrom Shapiro and six receptions for grabbed his 100th career pass, which tion and two knockdowns. Sopho88 yards from senior receiver John included his 11th touchdown of the more defensive back James Csorba
Czarnecki. Senior running back Tim season to tie Jack Shirk’s WHS record. had eight tackles, 28 assists, a TFL,
Alliegro rushed for 120 yards and a Shapiro completed his 50th and 51st caused a fumble and had two
pair of touchdowns in a 34-12 drudg- career touchdown passes falling one knockdowns.
ing of the Elizabeth Minutemen. Next shy of Phil Martini’s WHS career
On special teams, Kessler did the
the Blue Devils upped their record to record mark. Alliegro carried 20 times majority of the punting. Rooney re4-1 with a 48-16 trouncing of the for 113 yards and a touchdown.
turned 12 punts for 88 yards and 16
Edison Eagles. Shapiro completed
“Nice turnaround from 2018 — 4- kickoffs for 292 yards. Alliegro rethree touchdown passes to Czarnecki 7 to 7-4, great senior class that got us turned nine kickoffs for 155 yards,
and one to Rooney but senior defen- pointed back in the right direction,” Carlin returned four for 46 yards and
sive lineman Henry Meiselman expressed Blue Devil Head Coach Caldwell returned two for six yards.
blocked a punt and returned it for a Jim DeSarno.
Due to graduation, the Blue Devils
touchdown then returned an intercepShapiro finished with 174 comple- will be presenting a multitude of fresh
tion for another touchdown.
tions in 260 attempts for 2,151 yards, faces to the varsity lineup next year.
The Blue Devils’ winning streak including 21 touchdowns and only
“We’re graduating seniors on both
was shattered in a 17-6 loss to the three interceptions. Last year Shapiro sides of the ball that are going to be
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, who completed 146 of 253 passes for 1,681 very difficult to replace,” Coach
considered it a special victory after yards, including four 200+ yard DeSarno said.
losing to Westfield three straight times games. In his sophomore season,
SHERIFF’S SALE
for the North Section 2, Group 5 Shapiro completed 107 of 189 passes
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003802
crown.
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
for 1,423 yards and his most producCHANCERY DIVISION
But now came the big game against tive game was a 301 yard effort against
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003864-19
the Stateliners at Phillipsburg. Trail- Scotch Plains-Fanwood. This season
Plaintiff: CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERing 14-0 with 6:00 left in regulation, Shapiro also rushed for 156 yards and VICES, LLC
VS.
Shapiro engineered a 75-yard scoring four touchdowns on 72 carries.
Defendant: VICKIE HOUSTON LEWIS;
UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA
drive that included six completions to
Rooney had 68 receptions for 1,018
Sale Date: 01/15/2020
Rooney, who caught the tying touch- yards, including 11 touchdowns. Last
Writ of Execution: 09/24/2019
virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
down with 2:14 on the clock. A strong year Rooney had 19 receptions for to By
me directed I shall expose for sale by public
at the Union County Administration Builddefensive effort prevented P-burg 381 yards, including three touchdowns vendue,
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizafrom answering, sending the show- and in his sophomore season, he had beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
the afternoon of said day. All successful biddown into overtime.
13 receptions for 208 yards, includ- in
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or
certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
Once again, two big stops by senior ing two touchdowns. Czarnecki had
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
linebacker Will Kessler, great cover- 45 receptions for 622 yards and eight Fifty-One Thousand Eight Hundred Fourteen
$351,814.46.
age in the end zone by junior defen- touchdowns, which is a WHS record andAll46/100***
that certain land and premises situated in
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
sive back Jordan Ortiz and a fourth for tight ends. Senior running back the
State of New Jersey, being more particularly
down stuff by junior linebacker Matt Nick Martini had 24 receptions for described as follows:
Lot: 3; Block: 6001 on the Tax Map of the
Shinners gave possession to the Blue 263 yards, including a touchdown. Township
of Scotch Plains.
Nearest Cross Street: Rolling Peaks Way.
Devils. Then Shapiro went to work Sophomore Trey Constantinou had
Approximate Dimensions: 70.00 feet x 95.00
and found Rooney in the end zone for 15 receptions for 102 yards.
feet x 68.89 feet x 95.01 feet.
Being more commonly known as: 20 Johnson
the triumph. Rooney finished with a
Alliegro became the fifth WHS run- Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LETTERS OF INTENT...Three Westfield High School football standouts recently signed Letters of Intent to continue their football career. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; William (Will) Kessler (Georgetown University), Henry
(Hank) Shapiro (Lehigh University) and Declan McCauley (College of the Holy
Cross); back row, Sandy Mamary AD, Jim DeSarno Head Coach and Mary
Asfendis WHS Principal.

Go Green!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENDING AGAINST THE COUGARS...Blue Devils Charlotte Dursee, No. 5, Paige Gorczyca, No. 20, Faith Dobosiewicz,
No. 23, and Annie Ryan, No. 2, defend against the Montgomery Cougars in Westfield on December 21.

KREUSSER PULLS 9 RBS, 8 PTS; DOBOSIEWICZ 10 PTS

Montgomery Jars Blue Devils
In Girls Hoops Opener, 56-41
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two days after defeating Elizabeth,
34-29, in the season opener, the
Westfield High School girls basketball team ran into a very solid Montgomery squad that dealt them a 56-41
defeat in Westfield on December 21.
The Lady Cougars proved to be very
effective at the point guard position to
set up plays and dominated under the
boards offensively and defensively.
Four Cougars hit double figures with
point guard Bria Johnson sinking 13
points, including two 3-pointers, while
Kate Heidt put in 15 points, Carolyn
Prevost rolled in 12 points and Amanda
Katramados scored 14 points.
“At practice, we knew that they had
a solid post player, solid point guard.
We just had to pick it up on defense
more. We kept wavering on defense,
which allowed them to propel their
offense. We just had to be more confident. We practiced playing against them
and I don’t know what happened,”
Blue Devil senior Ali Lisanti said.
Last year the Blue Devils were very
effective from 3-points range, especially Lisanti who led the team, but this
time she had difficulty finding the mark.
Lisanti finished with three points, two

steals, a block and one rebound.
“I don’t know what was happening.
I couldn’t make a shot. As a team, our
offense has to be cleaner. We have to
look for each other. We can’t be selfish,” Lisanti said.
The Blue Devils did manage, however to sink four 3-pointers. Senior
Faith Dobosiewicz, who led the team
with 10 points, had one of them,
Carolyn Dwyer (2 steals) sank another, junior Emma Pietrewicz (6
points, assist, rebound) sank one and
freshman Paige Gorczyca (7 points, 3
rebounds, 2 assists) sank the other one.
Sophomore Chloe Kreusser led the
Blue Devils with nine rebounds, three
steals and two blocked shots, while
putting in eight points. Charlotte
Dursee had three points and a pair of
steals and junior Kate Alliegro contributed two points.
Both teams scored 10 points in the
first quarter but the Cougars outscored
the Blue Devils 17-7 in the second
quarter thanks to some very accurate
free throw shooting. The Cougars sank
eight of 10 free throws in the first half
and would be even better in the second half, hitting eight of nine. The
Blue Devils struggled from the line in
the first half, sinking only two of

seven but were much more effective,
hitting seven of 11 in the second half.
“And the thing is we practice free
throws every day. We just got to stay
composed and we can’t let these things
get into our heads. We got to work on
that,” Lisanti said.
But it was more than just free throws
and the Cougars’ strong presence under the board. The Blue Devils did
commit several turnovers that the
Cougars converted to quick scores.
Additionally, with the absence of
sophomore center Grace Klag, who is
out for the season due to injury, the
Blue Devils had to readjust their lineup
to compensate. And they did receive
good performances from Gorczyca,
freshman Annie Ryan and Alliegro.
“We have some awesome freshmen, who are helping us and stepping
up. This is not a game to cry over. We
got to keep our heads up because we
have practice on Monday and were
are going to get right back into it,”
Lisanti expressed.
The 1-1 Lady Blue Devils would
get right back into the thick of things
when they compete in the Ridge Holiday Tournament this weekend.
Montgomery
Westfield

10 17 15 14
10 7 13 11

56
41

Wall Knights Sting Cougars in Final Bout, 34-33
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

didn’t work, and he got two. From
there, I got out and the next period, I
tried to work on top, get my legs in. I
did a lot of collateral damage. I got
him tired real quick. Then in the last
period, I worked my legs again hoping to get more points but I didn’t
really come out with the pin like I
wanted to,” Nock described.
He really did work Newberry hard
with his stretcher maneuver and his
double grapevine to wear him down
but Nock was also aware of something else.
“It felt good. I need to work on my
endurance though. I got tired quickly,”
Nock revealed.
Next at 182-lbs came Cougar Justin Alpaugh-McLean, who tore into
Joe Mitrella with a series of takedowns
and a nearfall to seize an 11-2 lead
late in the third period and was on the
verge of claiming a majority decision.
However Mitrella escaped and added
a takedown seconds before the buzzer
to allow Alpaugh-McLean only an
11-5 decision.

Pursuant to a municipal tax search dated October 1, 2019.
Subject to: 2019 4th quarter taxes due 11/1/
2019, $1,618.19 OPEN.
Sewer: Acct: 06001-00003, $195.61 due and
good through 10/30/2019.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Four Hundred Sixty and 67/100***
$364,460.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
HILL WALLACK LLP
21 ROSZEL ROAD
P.O. BOX 5226
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 08543-5226
(609) 924-0808
4 T - 12/19, 12/26/19, 01/02
& 01/09/20
Fee: $177.48

Save the Trees!

“I knew I needed to score early. If I
scored early, I would control the wrestling match. I did my best to get as
many takedowns as I could. When I
got him down, tried to hang on him as
long as I could but at the end, he got
two on me. Could have done more,
should have done more,” AlpaughMcLean said.
He did, however, have an impressive four-point move early in the third
period with his duck under-to-back
maneuver.
“I was just trying to get as many
points as I could,” Alpaugh-McLean
commented.
Evan Kanterman quickly got the
Cougars back on top, 27-25, when he
used a barrel roll-to-back combination to pin Lou Pilla in 44 seconds.
“I had to go out there and get team
points to get us the lead back. I did
what I could. It’s something I’ve always worked on. Last year I wasn’t
great on finishing that, so I worked on
it and I was able to do it today,”
Kanterman explained.

Wall regained the lead 31-27 when
Keisun Sanders pinned Dylan
MacDonald in 44 seconds at 220-lbs
but Kevin Shriner received a forfeit at
285-lbs to give the Cougars a 33-31
lead entering the deciding bout between Fernandez and Kinsella.
“We are using what we were taught.
We have young guys stepping up and
we just have to get back in the room
and get ready for what’s coming next.
There’s a lot bigger things coming up
and you just have to be ready,”
Kanterman warned.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
:
113: — Meyer W) p Connolly 1:56
120: — Kalnins (C) p Vetrona :30
126: — Bruno (W) p Ganley 2:43
132: — Gluck (C) p Farrell 5:01
138: — Glantzman (W) md Hoefling 14-5
145: — Zamaloff (W) d Murray 6-4
152: — Vargas (W) p Esposito 2:19
160: — Kanterman (C) d Fumarada 4-1
170: — Nock (C) d Newberry 6-2
182: — Alpaugh-McLean (C) d Mitrella
11-5
195: — Kanterman (C) p Pilla :44
220: — Sanders (W) p MacDonald 1:44
285: — Shriner (C) won forfeit
106: — Kinsella (W) d Fernandez 3-0

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation
James McGlewˏII, Esq.
908.233.6800

Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

Help the Environment!

Advertise Your Business in Our Online-Only Pages!
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com • goleader.com/form/subscribe
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Annual Re-organization Meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2020 will be held on
Monday, January 6, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.
Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1112
AWARDED TO: NV5, Inc., Parsippany,
New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide On –Call
Traffic Engineering Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020- December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1124
AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering
Associates, Lyndhurst, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide engineering
design, construction administration and
inspection services
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$107,614.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019 –1117
AWARDED TO: The WT Group, LLC
Hoffman Estates, Illinois
SERVICES TO: to provide an ADA Self
Evaluation and Transition Plan for Union
County Department of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities
PERIOD: January 1, 2020- June 30,
2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$128,151.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1057
AWARDED TO: Prevention Links of
Roselle, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide clinical assessment, referral and program compliance for the Intoxicated Driver Resource
Center
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-February 29,
2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$16,000.00.
JJames E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1049
AWARDED TO: Union County Youth
Services Commission
SERVICES: to provide program services
based on Juvenile Justice Commission
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2021
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed$511,656.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1047
AWARDED TO: Dr. W. Awais Sethi,
Sethi Psychiatric Associates, LLC,
Milburn, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide professional
Psychiatric services to the patients at Cornerstone Behavioral Health Hospital of
Union County
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $332,796.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

NOTICE OF AUTHORIZATION
TO JOIN INSURANCE FUND
The Township Committee of the Township of Cranford (as per Resolution No.
2019-423) has authorized the Township to
join Statewide Insurance Fund, (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq.; effective 12:01 a.m. January 1, 2020 through
12:00 a.m. January 1, 2021. Resolution
No. 2019-423 is available for public inspection at the office of the Municipal Clerk.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1110
AWARDED TO: CME Associates,
Parlin, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide On –Call
Environmental Engineering Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020- December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1114
AWARDED TO: Netta Architectural
Services, Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide On-Call Architectural Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$7,500.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1092
AWARDED TO: Development Directions, LLC, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: provides housing assistance
to lower income families
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2021
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed$700,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1038
AWARDED TO: Medical Practitioners
SERVICES TO: to provide necessary
services for the Cornerstone Behavioral
Health Hospital of Union County patients
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Legal Advertising
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1140
AWARDED
TO:
Renaud
&
Deappolonio LLC,
SERVICES TO: to represent Christopher Smidt in the matter entitled Monique
Hall v. UC, et al
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1103
(amending (Resolution No. 2010-964)
AWARDED TO: Pennoni Associates,
Philadelphia, PA
SERVICES TO: to provide additional
design and construction inspection services associated with the Intersection Improvement at Rahway Avenue and Lamberts Mill Road and West Broad Street and
Scotch Plains Avenue, Town of Westfield,
New Jersey
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$14,485.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $24.48

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1095
AWARDED TO: Union County Economic Development Corporation,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
general economic development service to
private business within Union County
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed $
100,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1084
AWARDED TO: Election Systems and
Software, LLC, Omaha, Nebraska
SERVICES TO: to the purpose of purchasing consumables for the Union County
Vote Tabulation System
PERIOD: January 1, 2020- December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$100,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1050
AWARDED TO: Floriana Persechino,
M.D., Stephen Deroux, M.D., and
Frederick J. DiCarlo, M.D.,
SERVICES TO: for forensic pathologists to perform autopsies and/or external
examinations during the absences of the
Medical Examiner
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$250,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1083
AWARDED TO: Election Systems and
Software, LLC, Omaha, Nebraska
SERVICES TO: to the purpose of providing hardware and firmware maintenance
for Union County’s Vote Tabulation System
PERIOD: July 1, 2020- November 30,
2021
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$49,700.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1098
AWARDED TO: Millennium Strategies, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide grant writing and
procurement service to the County of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2021
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed $
196,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1056
AWARDED TO: The Gateway Family
YMCA, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to operate the Dudley House
Veterans Transitional Housing Facility for
homeless
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2022
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:$75,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1041
AWARDED TO: Dr. Meenu Goglia
Bhalla, MD, Bridgewater, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide medical services to the patients at Cornerstone Behavioral Health Hospital as a part-time
Medical Director
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-February 29,
2020
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $17,333.33.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1059
AWARDED TO: The Family Support
& Prevention
SERVICES: to approve the 2020 Union
County Family Support and Prevention
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:$250,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1093
AWARDED TO: We Are One New Jersey, Inc., Trenton, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide social and human services that educate, empower, and
uplift working families under the We Are
One New Jersey Project
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed$245,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1089
AWARDED TO: Geo Reentry Inc, of
Boca Raton, Florida
SERVICES: provide comprehensive inmate substance abuse treatment center/
residential correctional facility services for
Union County Jail inmate
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-June 30,
2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$1,752,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1111
AWARDED TO: Dewberry Engineers,
of Bloomfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide On –Call
Bridge Engineering Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020- December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$12,500.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1108
AWARDED TO: Remington & Vernick
Engineers, Secaucus, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide 2020 Inspection of Dams
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$17,900.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1060
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide shelter night stays
and crisis intervention services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed$219,449.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1094
AWARDED TO: Union County Economic Development Corporation,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
training/technical assistance to private
business within Union County
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed $
125,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1122
AWARDED TO: United Way of Greater
Union County
SERVICES: provide support and operation of the family strengthening throughout
Union County
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $ 286,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1055
amending (Resolution No. 2019-966)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing
assistance to homeless and at-risk families/individuals who are experiencing shortterm, nom-recurring emergencies, by providing emergency shelter, motel/hotel
nights, rent/mortgage assistance shelter
night stays and crisis intervention services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in the amount of $ 778,000.00
for a new spending plan total amount not to
exceed $1,580,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $27.03

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1051
AWARDED TO: Lehrer-Gibilsco Funeral Home, Inc., Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of providing livery services
PERIOD: January 1, 2020- June 30,
2020
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed $150,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1052
AWARDED
TO:
Jesco
Inc.,
Piscataway, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of purchasing a front end loader for the UASI
Metro Strike Task Force
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$19,465.82.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Under the terms of the “Open Public Act”
P.L.., 1975, C. 231, the 2020 Installation
and Reorganization Meeting of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will
be held on Sunday, January 5, 2020, at
12:00 p.m., in the Courtroom of the Honorable Assignment Judge Karen M. Cassidy,
at the Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1096
AWARDED TO: Winning Strategies
Washington/Hoboken Strategy Group,
Washington, DC
SERVICES: to provide comprehensive
federal Government relations to the County
of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2021
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$300,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1107
AWARDED TO: French & Parrello Associates, of Wall, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide design and
construction administration and inspection services for the Rehabilitation of Pine
Grove Minor Bridge City of Summit
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$197,086.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1058
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide various activities, program
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-March 31,
2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:$153,087.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019–1082
AWARDED TO: Election Systems and
Software, LLC, Omaha, Nebraska
SERVICES TO: to the purpose of providing Election Ware software licensing
and maintenance for Union County’s Vote
Tabulation System
PERIOD: March 1, 2020- February 28,
2021
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$51,810.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1039
AWARDED TO: Specialty Medical
Consultants and Practitioners
SERVICES TO: to provide services to
patients of Cornerstone Behavioral Health
Hospital of Union County
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,000.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/19/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-1048
AWARDED TO: Juvenile Detention
Initiative
SERVICES: to provide courts ordered
disposition program services for youth in
the local juvenile justice system
PERIOD: January 1, 2020-December
31, 2020
COSTS: in the total amount not to exceed$114,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95
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Honor Roll

Domenica Allarde, Evan Alvarez,
Andrew Amman, Belen Arbelaez,
Danielle Arky, Ava Bandelli, Benjamin Brennan, Madeline Caherly,
Tristan Callow, Daniel Capone, Sienna Capuano, Jack Chavez, Colin
Cimei, Brianna Ciotta, Allison
Constantinou, Margaret Crooks,
Gabriella Cunningham, Grace
D’Angelo, Alexander Ebel, Lorenzo
Enright, Elizabeth Faragi, Tatiana
Fecowycz, Katherine Ferris, Noah
Ferry, Natalie Fitzgerald, Ty Flannery,
Matthew Friedman, Devan Gambello,
Anna Garretson, Lola Geoghan, Sofia
Gesser, Isabella Giacobbe, Kate
Giglio, Jacqueline Greyenbuhl,
Francesca Guggino, Christianne
Habayeb, James Hamilton, Andrea
Hanchuk, Catherine Heflin, Nina
Heim, Bridget Holland, Cole
Hornbeck, Brooke Horowitz, Casey
Isser, Leander Juraschek, Samantha
Kisztelinski, Maxwell Kocaj, Graham Korins, Samantha Lerner, Brady
Longstreet, James Lynch, David
Maimon, Eamon Mason, Peter
Mignemi, Edward Mitchell, Angelina
Mora, Lily Norton, Nicole Ott, Jaiden
Patel, Shriya Patel, Olivia Paulino,
Gabrielle Polito, Charlotte Puckett,
Keira Redmond, Georgia Richman,
Kaitlyn Rossitto, Leanna Rybner, Ellie
Sacks, Kailey Sang, David Savransky,
Shane Sheehan, Christopher Shinners,
Rishi Shroff, Enoch Soh, Aviva
Solovey, Ashleigh Stewart, Vendela
Surgent, Betheny Swartz, Andrew
Temo, Caroline Terry, Kate Watson,
Sarah Wiedman, Asher Wiesen, Dylan
Zuckerman

Honor Roll
Grade 8
Altai Abrams, Mikel Alkorta, Jillian
Almendral, Andrew Altobelli, Jack
Ancri, Kolby Azzaretto, Jack
Barbella, Annabel Barker, Hudson
Berg, Ava Berman, Reed Bienstock,
Kate Bloom, Nicole Braterman, Sara
Burrick, Beckett Calder, Gavin
Callahan, Paul Carotenuto, Carson
Chen, Kieran Ciarletta, Katey
Coleman, Emily Constable, Julia
Damashek, Margaret Danenhauer,
Randal Davis, Gabriella Demeter,
Joshua Dias, Kathryn Duncan,
Catherine Durocher, Kellen Edwards,
Ava Flannery, Corbett Foster, Lauren
Fuccillo, Hannah Gerstel, James
Gildea, Adam Goddard, Benjamin
Goldman, Natalie Gonzalez, Kevin
Gorelick, Ava Gorski, Jacob Hafer,
James Hanley, Brendan Healy,
Addison Hoeft, Diana Houbanova,
Emma Humphrey, Maura Hyland,
Emma Jablonka, Emma Jacobs, Maya
Jayroe, Luke Jordan, Julianne
Kamins, Alexander Kim, Charles
Kinch, Tatum Kocaj, Sean Koenke,
Emilia Krowinska, Maxwell Kurze,
Luke Laczynski, Christopher Laide,
Philip Langhart, Brady Lenner, Erin
Malley, Kenneth Mangam, Adison
Marshall, Michael Marshall, Cooper
Martino, Daniel McGann, Emily
McGovern, Rowan McMahill, Elyse
McMeekan, Leressa Menardy, Patrick
Miller, Lucy Mineo, Benjamin
Mitrow, Juliana Molinelli, Mackenzie
Moore, Claire Morano, Addison
Mulholland, Daniel Murphy, Noah
Niemiera, Sean O’Donnell, Finn
O’Keefe, Piera Oren, Sophia Paone,
Matthew Passante, Madan Patel, Roman Pena, Aidan Phillips, Thomas
Pitta, Andrew Reid, Justin Ricci, Peter Riley, Diego Rojas Cruz, Sara
Rooney, Christopher Rossetti, Riley
Roth, John Ryan, Josh Sackett, Anna
Salvato, Mia Scheuermann, Drew
Schimer, Maximilian Schreiner, Bradley Schuster, Audrey Schwartz, Paul
Schwartz, William Schwartz, Christian Schweiger, Liam Sen, Alexa
Sheppard, Charles Sherman,
Gabrielle Sigmund, Gregory
Simpson, Allison Smith, Valeria
Sourimto, Sarah Stavrovich, Caroline
Sullivan, Tate Sun, Sienna Tan, Luke

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 7
Isabella Aitken, Mia Alev, Luke
Angelo, Bennet Ayala, Micaela
Beltran, Ava Benson, Emma Blake,
Kevin Butler, Chloe Capuano,
Caterina Carayannopoulos, Nicholas
Cassara, Andrew Cicala, Nora
Collins, Theodore Crall, Addison
Crispino, Brianna Crispino, Macy
Curran, Emma Darrow, Sloan Dossin,
Allison Dwan, Logan Feinstein, Kate
Fischer, Gabrielle Flannery, Natalie
Fole, Katelyn Frankhouser, Emma
Grillon, Erin Hazard, Alexander
Hendricks, Emily Kapuscinski, Erin
Kearney, Gavin LaConti, Oliver
Laskow, Zachary Latessa, Anna
Luchsinger, Chenxing Lyu, Katherine
Makely, Pareesa Mangal, Brooke
McAndrew, Edward McCue,
Katherine McDermott, Alexander
Meyer, Ruby Moscowitz, Lauren
O’Connell, Lillian Petrie, Daniel
Pierce, Claire Pollack, Emma Pranke,
Adalena Pritzlaff, Maxwell Pugliese,
Christopher Quinn, Nickolas Regas,
Luke Renshaw, Catherine Ritter, Elle
Romano, Tatum Rosen, Keri
Rothenberg, Ruby Saltzman, Griffin
Scholder, Alessandra Scrofani, Ethan
Selvers, Neil Shastri, Keaton Shepherd, Jonathan Sica, Abigail
Silverman, Becca Silverman, Jake
Stinton, Gideon Sun, Julia Surowitz,
Mila Talati, Selah Tedesco, Reva
Venkatraghvan, Elizabeth Verga,
Alejandro Villar, Ethan Wade, Hudson
Wilcomes, Noemi Zimmerman, Ann
Zwally

Honor Roll
Grade 7
Aiden Alon, Aaron Becker, Zachary
Becker, Seth Bekker, Jake BenHayon, Justin Blaise, Sophia
Boufadel, Aidan Kyler Carlson, Aidan
Chase, Jackson Chicola, Catherine
Cladis, Grant Como, Grace Dailey,
Lily Dalgliesh, Dev Daswani, Kevin
Deegan, James Delaney, Benjamin
Dickerson, Benjamin Diziki, Nell
Dragowski, Mia Ebel, Emma Ferraro,
Luke Gerne, William Gerne, Aidan
Gilmore, Ryan Glenn, Joshua Greenwood, Julian Gripp, Farid Habayeb,
Brenton Hatch, Natalie Horne, Daniel
Hunsinger, Julia Hynes, Owen Ing,
Aaron Ives, Karl Kane, Brendan
Kelly, Judah Kim, Tyler Kimelman,
William Kirby, Derek Kobrin, Siena
Kotlewski, Gillian Kuyat, Benjamin
Latessa, Emerson Lezynski, Megan
Llewellyn-Jones, Caitlyn Lu, Ryder
Manson, Jack Martin, Chloe
McAuliffe, Charlie McCormack,
Rhegan McCormack, Braedan
McDonald, Nora McHugh, Chase
Menardy, Julissa Mijaleski, Philip
Minardo, Zoe Moore, Alexander
Moshier, Sawyer Moss, Jack Moye,
Cole Mueller, Sienna Murray,
Samantha Nalitt, Alexis Nurnberg,
Aidan O’Donnell, Dylan Oakes,
Kaitlyn Oligino, Aashma Pant, Jacob
Park, Logan Peterson, Juliet Pitta,
Jillian Reichel, Casey Robertshaw,
Allison Rock, Dominic Romeo, Joshua
Schneider, Cole Sharkey, Benjamin
Shir, Isabella Shreyhane, Maisey
Staiger, Kaleb Stoeckmann, Jacqueline
Storms, Gustavo Suris Zayas, Logan
Swenson, Braeden Trajkovski, Charles
Vanecek, Jared Whelan, Colin Willard,
Owen Williams, Kathryn Williamson,
Calvin Woodruff, Zachary Wragg,
Astrid Wunderle

Are You Minding
Your Business?
goleader.com/form/bulletin

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The meeting will be held in the cafeteria
and begin promptly at 7:00 pm.
Debi LeBrun
SBA/BS
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $12.24

Tennant, Murray Topilow, Alexander
Valencia, Trent Valentine, Elizabeth
Varano, Sienna Vieites, Chloe
Walpole, Kaitlin Walsh, Neil Weiss,
Josselyn Williams, Benjamin
Wisniewski, Emerson Wotanowski,
Parker Wotanowski

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE that on the 16th day of
December the Zoning Board of the Township of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

Winter Orchestra Concert
Photos courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

‘TIS THE SEASON…Students across the Westfield Public School District performed recently in winter choral, band, and orchestra concerts.

1. Application ZBA 19-014: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Gary Goodman/Goodman
Realty for a d(3) variance to permit conditional use of space as a professional office
§255-39B(19) on Block: 189, Lot: 15.01 as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 29 Alden Street in the D-C zone.
Robert Bovasso,
Secretary
1 T - 12/26/19, The Leader Fee: $16.83

SHERIFF’S SALE

Winter Band Concert

Winter Choral Concert

Madrigal Singers to Present
Post-Christmas Concert
SUMMIT — The Madrigal Singers will present their annual “Last
Chance at Christmas” concert, “A
Child is Born,” on Sunday, January
5, 2020, at the United Methodist
Church, located at 17 Kent Place
Boulevard, Summit, at 4 p.m. General admission, available at the door,
is $15; admission for students and
seniors is $10.
The program will feature music by
Melchior Franck, Jean Mouton,
Tomas Luis de Victoria and many
others, along with traditional favorites and Christmas readings.
The Madrigal Singers are an a

capella choral group specializing in
Mediaeval and Renaissance music.
The group, founded in 1948, is currently under the direction of John
Sichel, and is comprised of sopranos
Martha Desmond and Amy Wechsler;
altos Donna Brumbaugh, Roberta
Lichtenberg, Jennifer Melick, Holly
Hartline and Sarah Riffel; tenors Richard DeVany, Christopher Ferro and
Thom Reese; basses Greg Hartline,
Scott Hobson, Kirk Robbins and
Gordon Rowan. Kirk Robbins will
perform the readings and flutes will
be played by Eugenia Cline and
Clarissa Nolde.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Public Schools Reorganization
Board of Education meeting will take place
on:
January 6, 2020

Roosevelt Intermediate School - 1st Marking Period
Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 8

Thursday, December 26, 2019

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003708
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0063031-19
Plaintiff: INVESTORS BANK
VS.
Defendant: TAYMOUR MATIN; PENTAGON
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION; COUNTY OF
HUDSON; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 01/08/2020
Writ of Execution: 08/19/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty-Seven Thousand One Hundred Eighty
and 20/100*** $627,180.20.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 503 CHESTNUT
STREET SOUTH (a/k/a 503 SOUTH CHESTNUT STREET), WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090.
It is known and designated as Block 3408, Lot
37.
The dimensions are approximately - 50 Feet X
150 Feet.
Nearest cross street: FAIRMONT AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Forty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Four and 79/100***
$647,234.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 12/12, 12/19, 12/26
& 01/02/20
Fee: $185.64

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
MEETING NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a SPECIAL MEETING for Friday, January 3, 2020 at 12:00 P.M.
The purpose of the special meeting is to
approve a Resolution authorizing a 5- year
Shared Services Agreement with the
County of Union for Operation and Management of the Scotch Hills Golf Course.
Formal action will be taken at the meeting.
The meeting will be held in the Council
Chambers at the Township Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey. The Township of Scotch Plains
does not discriminate against persons with
disabilities. Those individuals requiring
auxiliary aids and services must notify the
ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains as soon as possible in advance of
the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/26/19, The Times
Fee: $23.97

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003911
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008976-16
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE
CWABS INC., ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-13
VS.
Defendant: GRACE MELENDEZ, HOUSEHOLD FINANCE CORPORATION III, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 01/22/2020
Writ of Execution: 11/06/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventeen Thousand One Hundred Forty and
85/100*** $417,140.85.
MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 2405 Park Place.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 7304, LOT:
17.01.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT:
NEAREST CROSS STREET:
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid
municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would disclose; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insurance, if any.
Scotch Plains Township 2019 4th Qtr taxes
holds a claim for taxes due and/or other municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in the
amount of $2582.87 as of 10/23/2019.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Two Hundred Sixty-Eight and 98/
100*** $426,268.98 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/26/19, 01/02/20, 01/09/20
& 01/16/20
Fee: $201.96

BROADWAY
THROUGH THE AGES
Stars direct from the Broadway stage
and Dance Theatre of Harlem
swing to America’s Great Songbook

PJ DAY!...Christopher Academy celebrates the beginning of the winter season
annually with its traditional Pajama Day. At its Scotch Plains and Westfield
campuses the children, faculty and staff cozy up and wear their favorite pajamas
to school. Throughout the month of December Christopher Academy children and
their families donate voluntarily and generously to a campaign designated as the
“Pajama and Mitten Drive.” These gifts are brought to a local charity to distribute
to needy children in surrounding areas as a gesture of community outreach and of
children giving to children.

Goods & Services Directory

ANALISA LEAMING

JACOB KEITH WATSON

School of Rock, King and I,
Hello Dolly

Carousel, Hello Dolly,
Amelie

OLIVER A

PAVING

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

Precision Painting Plus

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing in Interior Painting,
Wall Repair, Spackling,
Professional, Neat, Reliable
No job too small
Book me before the holidays!
Free estimates

908-400-5599

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

AMANDA SMITH

DA’VON DOANE

STEPHANIE WILLIAMS

Dance Theatre of Harlem

Dance Theatre of Harlem

Dance Theatre of Harlem

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2019 at 7pm – 9pm
WHS AUDITORIUM, 550 DORIAN RD, WESTFIELD

WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG
TICKETS $42-$70
$15 under 21

908 232 9400
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NJFO’s New Year’s Eve Concert to
Usher in Town’s 300th Anniversary
Westfielder Meaghan Murphy
Shares What Makes Her Feel Alive

Photo courtesy of Little Nest Portraits

YAY!...Westfield resident Meaghan Murphy will be featured in the “Search for
Aliveness” on December 31. She always finds the “Yay” in every day.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In the past year
contracting as an editor for the arts and
entertainment section here at The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, I have met
some amazing people in our community doing positive work that brings
people together. As 2020 concludes,
we feature a Westfielder who has made
it her mission to generate positivity in
the town. Some of you may know
Meaghan Murphy, maybe from her
appearances on morning TV promoting Good Housekeeping, for which
she is the executive editor, or from her
Bestfieldnj Instagram campaign to promote Westfield businesses, town events
and charities with her coined expression Bestfield—she calls it her “love
letter to the town.” In 2017, she was
the town’s cheerleader when she was
asked by then Mayor Andy Skibitsky
to volunteer in some official capacity
for the town and so she created the role
of Chief Spirit Officer under which
she brought in owners of local business to the town council meetings,
sometimes bringing in samples of food
from a restaurant, and with verve
cheered on these businesses. She created community events bringing together local proprietors and residents

to support shopping local.
With her charm, spunk, endless energy and adventure some sprit she’ll
take on just about anything to bring
some “Yay” into not only her day, but
everyone’s else’s day too. She has
created the #yaylist on Instagram to, as
she states on her Instagram page The
Yay List, “share life’s joy from epic
latte foam to a power quote…Good
energy is contagious!”
Coming this December 31, she will
be featured in an online documentary
series “The Search for Aliveness” that
explores what brings purpose to the
lives of a variety of people from around
the globe and what they do to “feel
alive.” Ms. Murphy fit the “energetic
mom” that the show was searching for
in its casting call for this one episode,
said Vito Pellicano, the creator and
director of “The Search for Aliveness.” “She was a very authentic
person…and was open to share and be
vulnerable with us,” said Mr. Pellicano
of documenting a day in the life of Ms.
Murphy. “She wants to promote positivity in people’s lives,” he said.
Ms. Murphy shares on the program
what’s she’s grateful for (she was interviewed a year ago during the Thanksgiving season). “Gratitude is the secret
sauce in life. Because if you appreciate what you have, who you are, what

you get to do, and everything you get
to do, versus what you have to do, you
start to feel really alive and excited,”
Ms. Murphy said in a phone interview
with The Leader / Times.
“The search for aliveness for me
was living fully charged,” she said.
She starts her day “with a positive
charge,” which is movement. She took
the TV crew to Home Power Yoga in
Cranford to start her early morning
day working out with her “Good Vibe
Tribe.” She starts every day at 4:47
a.m. with an early morning workout
with her “tribe” in one of the many
gyms in the area “to set me up for a day
of success,” she said, heads back home
by 6:30 a.m. and writes her book “The
Fully Charged Life” due out in 2021,
and then spends the rest of the morning
with her three kids (ages 6, 7 and 9),
powering up their good energy before
getting them off to school, as she explained to The Leader / Times what a
day in her life looks like before she
heads off to her Manhattan office.
Her family, she said, is her “love
charge,” and sees them as a team—
Team Murphy. “Those relationships
are so important,” she said of family.
In the episode of “Search for Aliveness,” she shares a bedtime routine
she does with her children each night
called “Highlights” where they share
the best thing they experienced in
their day, Mr. Pellicano explained.
Embracing those in the community
with positivity is also important, she
said, as it can “set the tone for a good
day.”
Some of you may have found those
hand-painted kindness rocks with inscribed positive messages in a downtown establishment that she personally placed as an effort to bring a
smile to someone’s day. A message
Ms. Murphy shares in the episode is
to “be the good you want to see in the
world and it comes back to you,” Mr.
Pellicano shared about what to expect in watching this episode.
One ultimate tip to bring “Yay” to
your day, Mr. Murphy said, is to “celebrate something every day to make
you feel more alive.”
Watch Ms. Murphy’s interview,
available on Tuesday, December 31,
at www.thesearchforaliveness.com.

HAPPY NEW YEAR…New Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO) Music Director and Conductor David Wroe will be the
Master of Ceremonies at NJFO’s New Year’s Eve performance “Broadway Through the Ages” at 7 p.m. at Westfield High
School. Mayor Shelley Brindle will also be on hand to officially kick off Westfield 300, the year-long initiative planned for
2020 in celebration of the town’s 300th anniversary.

WESTFIELD – What better way to
mark the arrival of Westfield’s 300th
anniversary than with one of the town’s
most treasured cultural institutions. The
New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s
(NJFO) quintessential New Year’s Eve
celebration provides this unique opportunity with its upcoming Tuesday,
December 31, concert.
“Broadway Through the Ages” will
be performed on New Year’s Eve at
the Westfield High School auditorium at 7 p.m. A cabaret-style event
for the whole family, the concert promises a superb revue of American musical theater showstoppers presented
in glorious symphonic splendor. Renowned guest singers direct from the
Broadway stage, including Analisa
Leaming (School of Rock, King and
I, Hello Dolly), Jacob Keith Watson
(Carousel, Hello Dolly) and dancers
from Dance Theatre of Harlem, join
NJFO to swing to favorites from
America’s Great Songbook.
The performance will also include
remarks by Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle to officially kick off Westfield
300, the year-long initiative planned
for 2020 in celebration of the town’s

RESOLVE TO BE A HEALTHIER YOU

300th anniversary.
“Westfield is incredibly fortunate
to have the New Jersey Festival Orchestra as an important part of our
cultural history,” said Mayor Brindle.
“Their highly anticipated December
31 concert is the perfect way to kick
off Westfield 300 in the community
on the eve of this important milestone
for the town. I look forward to celebrating an evening of beautiful music with everyone.”
“I am thrilled that Mayor Brindle
and her team are supporting our New
Year’s Eve celebration,” said NJFO
Music Director David Wroe. “The
concert is a fabulous opportunity, right
here on our Westfield doorstep, for
adults to reminisce to songs they all
know, for kids to learn more about
some of the more exciting characters
to grace stage and screen, and for us
all to revel in the genius of some of
Broadway’s finest composers, vocal
performers and dancers. And Mayor
Brindle’s exciting announcements
about Westfield 300 will indeed contribute to the joy of the evening.”
Commented NJFO Board President
Keith Hertell, “This event will be the

perfect venue for Mayor Brindle to
reveal the town’s sensational plans for
Westfield 300! New Jersey Festival
Orchestra has built a tradition of being
the place to be on this special night and
the event is a highlight of the year for
our community and we are thrilled that
the mayor will be joining us.”
The concert is presented through
the generous support of The Westfield
Foundation, The NJ State Council on
the Arts, and Helene and Jerome
Dreskin. For more information, and
to purchase tickets, visit
www.njfestivalorchestra.org.
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CAMP OPEN HOUSES
Saturday, January 4
10:00AM-Noon
Main Y Facility
220 Clark St., Westfield

9:00-11:00AM
Garwood Family Center YMCA
500 East St., Garwood
(Garwood camps only)

NEW AND
IMPROVED!
Free Weight Room
Strength Training Room
Cardio Room
Racquetball Courts

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY!
10AM - 4PM

CAMP EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
January 4-31: 10% Off Paid in Full Camps
Not valid for Before Care, After Care or Combo Care

CHILD CARE EDUCATION OPEN HOUSES
and 2020-21 School Year Registration

x

Try the Y today for FREE

x

Free t-shirts

Saturday, January 4
9:00 - 11:00AM

x

Personal Training Special

x

FREE TRX® classes

Garwood Family Center YMCA
500 East St., Garwood
Full day child care, preschool,
before/after school care and camp
(Garwood program site only)

see our website for details

No Joiner’s Fee
through 1/5
then “pay the day” Joiner’s Fee
through 1/31

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA ·

Saturday, January 11
10:00AM – Noon
Bauer Branch
422 E. Broad St., Westfield
Half day/full day preschool, full day Kindergarten
Early Learning Center
170 Elm St., Westfield
Full day child care

220 Clark Street, Westfield · 908-301-YMCA (9622) · westfieldynj.org ·

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923. Financial assistance is available for YMCA programs and memberships.
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Wall Wrestlers Sting
Cranford Cougars, 34-33
Story on page 9
of The Westfield Leader
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Blue Devil Boys Surge
To Beat Raiders, 101-69
Story on page 9
of The Westfield Leader
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Blue Devils Hold Off
Jackson Jaguars, 31-30
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The Westfield High School boys
basketball team opened it season with a very tight setback to
the Summit Hilltoppers, 50-45,
in Union on December 19. The
Blue Devils then recovered to
overpower Pope John XXIII, 8048, in Westfield on December
21.
In a tightly contested game,
the Summit Hilltoppers used a
late third-quarter run to grab the
lead from the Westfield Blue
Devils and then held on down the
stretch of the game to secure the
season-opening victory as part
of the St. Jude Classic at Union
High School. Summit received
strong contributions from Eric
Baier (20 points, 6 rebounds, 6
assists), Will Hellings (8 points,
5 rebounds, 4 steals) and Charlie
Lord (9 points on 3 3-pointers).
The Blue Devils were led by Jack
Spellman with 14 points, three
3-pointers, 10 rebounds and 3
blocks; Griffin Rooney with 15

points and Logan Howland with
eight points and 10 rebounds.
Summit
Westfield

12 12 16 10
11 12 13 9

50
45

Pope John
Westfield

9 20 7 12
20 19 21 20

48
80

Against Pope John, the 1-1 Blue
Devils struck early with a 20-9
first-quarter lead then really extended their lead to 60-36 by the
end of the third quarter. The Blue
Devils’ defensive effort in the
second half especially kept Pope
John from gaining any momentum. Offensively, the Blue Devils
received scoring from 11 different players and amassed 20 assists and 36 rebounds.
Westfield was led by Declan
McCauley with 15 points and eight
rebounds, Griffin Rooney with 14
points and three steals, Jake
Walsh with 12 points and seven
assists), Logan Howland with 12
points and five rebounds and
Jack Spellman with five points,
six rebounds and five blocks.

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team definitely began
its season on the right foot with
three straight victories. First, the
Cougars traveled to visit Old
Tappan on December 20 and
emerged with a 60-54 victory.
Next, the Cougars muzzled the
Delaware Valley Terriers, 57-45,
at home on December 21. Finally, the Cougars tamed the
hosting South Plainfield Tigers,
42-36, on December 23.
Junior Arjun Petgrave held the
upper hand against Old Tappan
scoring 15 points, while pulling
16 rebounds and adding four
assists, a blocked shot and a pair
of steals. Junior Dennis DeMarino
put up 11 points, including a 3pointer, and had three rebounds.
Sophomore Zion Hammond bucketed 10 points, grabbed five rebounds and added an assist.
Sophomore Liam Kwiatkowski
sank seven points, including a 3pointer, and added an assist and
a block. Junior Joey Carrea had
six points, four rebounds, an assist and a block. Junior Jack
Connolly had four points, two

South Plainfield Tops Raider Matmen, 54-27
The 13th ranked South
Plainfield High School wrestling
team defeated the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders, 54-27, in
Scotch Plains on December 20.
The 1-1 Raiders received victories from Noah Samms (145lbs), Anthony Robinson (160lbs), Jack Manville (170-lbs),
Larry Shoyoye (195-lbs) and Rob
Lerner (220-lbs).
106 pound: J.J. Giordano
(South Plainfield) p. Michael
Brennan, 0:23
113 pound: Julian Irizarry
(South Plainfield) p. Joey

Larmore, 1:44
120 pound: Jacob DelVecchio
(South Plainfield) won by forfeit.
126 pound: Andrew Loniewski
(South Plainfield) p. Brandon
Bowles, 2:45
132 pound: Anthony White
(South Plainfield) p. Benjamin
Root, 0:34
138 pound: Tyler Balent (South
Plainfield) p. Kyle Robinson, 0:59
145 pound: Noah Samms
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood) p. Issa
Jadallah, 0:59
152 pound: Xavier Santos
(South Plainfield) p. Camden

Ricci, 1:04
160 pound: Anthony Robinson
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood) d.
Daniel Borsos, 9-4.
170 pound: Jack Manville (SPF)
p. Aidan MacKenzie, 3:03
182 pound: Thomas Renna
(South Plainfield) p. Rob
Mehorter, 1:06
195 pound: Larry Shoyoye
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood) p.
Manuel Alvaranga, 2:42
220 pound: Robert Lerner
(SPF) p. Kenneth Clevenger, :21
285 pound: Austin Scott (South
Plainfield) p. CJ Estevez, 0:55

rebounds and four blocks. Sophomore Matt Bush had five points
and two steals. Senior Cole Blazek
sank a free throw.
Against the Terriers, Carrea
led with 20 points, which included six from the charity line,
He also had seven rebounds,
three assists and five steals.
DeMarino netted nine points, including a 3-pointer, and added
four rebounds, two assists and a
steal. Hammond had seven
points, six rebounds, three assists and a block. Bush had six
points, a rebound and an assist.
Petgrave had four points, six rebounds, an assist and two steals.
Sophomore Kukas Ruby and
Connolly each had two points.
Blazek had a point and two rebounds.
Petgrave controlled the boards
big time against the Tigers with
10 rebounds, eight acts of thievery and two blocks, while pumping in 12 points, including six
free throws. Carrea put in 13
points and added four steals and
three rebounds. DeMarino sank
eight free throws and pulled eight
boards. Hammond had five
points, three rebounds, an assist
and a steal. Connolly had four
points, five rebounds and three
blocks.

Support Local Journalism

Cougars Top Bears,
Fall to Pope John
The Cranford High School girls
basketball team opened its regular season with a 52-26 victory
over the Brearley Bears in
Kenilworth on December 21 then
on December 23, the Lady Cougars dropped a wild, 73-63, decision to Pope John in Cranford.
Against the Bears, junior Liz
McCaffery scored 13 points, including a 3-pointer, and added a
pair of steals, a rebound and an
assist. Gianna Toretta led the
Cougars with 15 points, including a 3-pointer, and added three
rebounds, four assists and three
steals. Amanda Vath netted eight
points, pulled three rebounds,
had a steal and added an assist.
Kirsten Williams netted seven
points and added a rebound and
an assist. Natalia Kruk put in five
points and added four steals,
three rebounds, an assist and a
blocked shot. Sarah O’Donnell
had two points, four rebounds
and two steals. Caroline Bush
had two points and an assist.
The 1-1 Cougars sank 11 3pointers in the battle with Pope
John. The Cougars had a 27-25
lead at the half and led 49-48
entering the fourth quarter but
Pope John exploded for 25 points
to seal the victory. McCaffery led
the Cougars with 21 points, including four 3-pointers, and
added five rebounds,, two assists and four steals. Toretta
banged in 18 points, including
five 3-pointers, and added three
assists, two steals and two rebounds. O’Donnell had 12 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers,
and added two rebounds and an
assist. Vath had six points and
three rebounds. Kruk had four
points and four rebounds and
Williams had two points, four
rebounds and three assists.
Cranford
Brearley

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Pope John
Cranford

4 19 11 19
4 5 8 9

53
26

12 13 23 25
15 12 22 14

73
63
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Dreamcatcher To Hold
Fundraiser Performance
AREA — Tickets for the annual fundraising party to support the non-profit mission of
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre, going strong now for 25
years, are on sale.
The celebration, on Saturday, January 11, 2020, begins
at the Madison Community Arts
Center at 6 p.m. with drinks
and hors d’oeuvres. Enjoy unlimited beer, wine and soft
drinks followed by a delicious
dinner. At 8 p.m. the
Dreamcatcher ensemble will
perform Songs and Scenes from
the Silver Screen to celebrate
its Silver Anniversary! Dessert
and coffee will follow the performance.

Madison Community Arts
Center, is located at 10 Kings
Road, Madison. Tickets are
$120 before December 28, or
$135 after December 28. Please
RSVP by January 4, 2020.
There will also be a matching
funds drive at the night of the
event. The donation can be
made live at the event or while
purchasing a ticket by check.
Tickets can be purchased by
mail to: Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre, Attn: 25th Anniversary Celebration, Oakes
Center, 120 Morris Avenue,
Summit, N.J. 07901. Call (908)
514-9654 for further assistance. For online tickets, go to
www.dreamcatcherrep.org.

Photo courtesy of Mike Mullan

MUSIC FOR ALL…Westfield High School 12th-grade guitarist Stephen Park has been selected to the
2020 Jazz Band of America. “Stephen will travel to Indiana in March to play in an ensemble comprised
of the best high school jazz musicians in the country,” said Jazz Band Director Trevor Sindorf. This
national honor ensemble is selected by recorded audition. “The Jazz Band of America is recognized as
one of the top honor ensembles for young musicians in the nation, with a prestigious legacy and
reputation for the highest level of excellence,” according to organizers of the Music for All National
Festival. The festival is to be held on March 11-14, 2020. More information about the festival can be
found at www.musicforall.org.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Accepting Donations
For Needy At MLK Day of Service
The Green Team is sponsoring
the third annual MLK, Jr. Day of
Service
Recycling
and
Sustainability
Event
at
Wardlaw+Hartridge on Monday,
Jan. 20. We are asking that your
families join ours at W+H to open
our doors to the community to
share in some of our core values:

community and sustainability.
Families from area towns will
be invited to drop off their gently
used clothing, household items,
shoes, toys, books, and more to
be sorted by our W+H family for
redistribution to those who are in
need of or can use said items.
Additionally, we have a company

who will accept most electronics
(computers, laptops, phones,
iPads) for the same purpose. They
will wipe any devices of data and
provide them to those who do
not have access.
For more information, contact
Becky
McDonald
at
bmcdonald@whschool.org.

Photo courtesy of Mother Seton Regional High School

Mother Seton Regional students participate in the Sandwich Run.
Pictured here is Sister Mary Anne Katlack along with students who
donated sandwiches. Every Monday morning, since school started
this year, the school community is invited to run sandwiches in and
drop them off at a collection spot in the Food Sciences classroom.
Sister Mary Anne then gathers and runs the sandwiches each week
to the Saint Joseph’s Social Center in Elizabeth soup kitchen.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz

FROM ONE CLERK TO ANOTHER...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi HAPPY RETIREMENT...Retiring Fanwood Administrator/Borough Clerk Eleanor
congratulates Eleanor McGovern on her retirement as Fanwood’s McGovern is presented with gifts by Mayor Colleen Mahr at her retirement
party Wednesday night at a dinner at the Shackamaxon Country Club.
administrator and borough clerk.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz

A PANORAMIC VIEW...The ballroom at the Shackamaxon Country Club is filled with over 100 guests attending last Wednesday’s retirement dinner for
Eleanor McGovern, who began working as Fanwood’s clerk/administrator in 1984. During that time frame she saw five mayors and many more council
members come and go.
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POPCORN
Dark Waters
“They were all my sons.” —Joe, in Arthur Miller’s “All My Sons”
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic
Pogo’s Walt Kelly capsulized
man’s inhumanity to man when he
coined a cynical variation on U.S.
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry’s
1813 missive to Army General William Henry Harrison, informing,
after the victory at Lake Erie, “We
have met the enemy and they are
ours.” Kelly’s version, written on
the occasion of the infamous
McCarthy hearings, and since employed in anti-pollution demonstrations, reads, “We have met the
enemy and he is us.”
So, what do we do? A closing
statement in Todd Haynes’s beyond disturbing Dark Waters, about
one lawyer’s crusade against the
DuPont Company for its long history of polluting the environment,
apprises that 99 percent of all human beings on this Earth have
traces of toxic PFOA, a “forever
chemical” used to make Teflon,
among other things, in their bloodstreams. But only the most naïve
of us is truly startled by either this
information or the studious, documentary-like divulgences that build
up to it in Mr. Haynes’s important
muckrake.
Fact is, we’ve been poisoning
humankind’s well since first we
learned how to make a profit out of
it while concomitantly rationalizing, if bothering at all, that we’ll
worry about it later. Well, it’s later.
What’s really nuts and incomprehensible is the magnitude of
self-delusion it must take a chemical company executive to rationalize that his own grandchildren will
somehow avoid the environmental
horrors he’s wreaking upon them.
Granted, we haven’t killed our-

selves off yet. But the fact is we’ve
developed all sorts of diseases
never seen prior to our rampant
dabbling in toxins. Who knows what
the life expectancy of our species
may have accrued to at this point
had we been less greedy.
Yet, the detractors to my obvious liberal bent, who smell the
blood of their mortal adversary
with much more interest than they
whiff things that are bad for the
commonweal, might ask, “But look
here, Goldberger, are you willing
to do without that great thingamajig
those chemicals make?”
And there’s the rub. But the difference, in defense of the folks on
my side of the political spectrum, is
that, hypocritical or not, I won’t
deny the inherent damage regularly created by the conundrum of a
lifestyle in which the modern world
has enveloped itself. I won’t declare it all a hoax, whether it’s a
Constitutional duty or a scientific
fact like climate change that just so
happens to be inconvenient to my
profiteering or religious beliefs.
Aristotle, Plato and Socrates worked
too darn hard to establish the indispensability of pure truth to our
civilization for us to assert—as we
resort to the couch, nachos and sixpacks in hand, to watch football
players render each other concussions—that lying senators and
manmade illnesses don’t concern
us. Besides, I hate football.
Yet all this said, intellectualization and a profound hope that our
naysaying neighbors will one day
hop aboard the protest train don’t
ameliorate how utterly hopeless
you feel after Dark Waters spews
its muddy disclosures. The words
million and billion cascade like overwhelming artillery and bombs as

they denote the size of the war
chest the chemical companies have
against the peashooter courtroom
efforts of good citizens like Mark
Ruffalo’s Robert Bilott, the Ohio
attorney who has made it his life’s
work to fight the poisoning dragons.
Exiting the theater, you bleatingly
ask, “What can I do? What can I
join?”
Well, adopting even just a smidgen of the reformist attitude evangelist Billy Sunday espoused in his
diatribe against sin might hearten
you a bit. Later paraphrased by
Burt Lancaster’s Elmer Gantry regarding his disdain for booze in the
movie by that name based on the
Sinclair Lewis novel, Mr. Sunday
said, “Listen, I’m against sin. I’ll
kick it as long as I’ve got a foot, I’ll
fight it as long as I’ve got a fist, I’ll
butt it as long as I’ve got a head,
and I’ll bite it as long as I’ve got a
tooth. And when I’m old, fistless,
footless, and toothless, I’ll gum it
till I go home to glory and it goes
home to perdition.”
If that doesn’t appeal to you, you
could at least boycott a product or
two. It’s a start, and gosh knows
you could use a little break from the
crunchy carbs, beer and football.
There is a haunting scene late in
the film, after a few victims have
already received court settlements
when, at a casual gas station stop,
a facially deformed man matterof-factly asks Mr. Bilott the baseball score. His wife calls him Buck.
Holy misshapen cow! A quick reference flashback brings us to the
baby picture of Buck Bailey, an
unofficial poster child of the birth
defects caused by the distorting
waters. That’s no actor. It’s him.
Chillingly putting a face on this sin
against humanity, reminding of the
decades-long crusade to which attorney Bilott has devoted his career, we can only hope that, through
our tutelage, those who follow us
continue to work toward a world
that is without Dark Waters.
Dark Waters, rated PG-13, is a
Focus Features release directed by
Todd Haynes and stars Mark Ruffalo,
Anne Hathaway and Tim Robbins.
Running time: 126 minutes.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz

CHEERS...A hundred os so guests attended last Wednesday’s
retirement dinner for Fanwood Borough Administrator/Clerk
Eleanor McGovern at the Shackamaxon Country Club.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz

THANK YOU ELEANOR MCGOVERN...Fanwood Council
President Tom Kranz reads various proclamations
ackowledging Eleanor McGovern’s 35 years of service to the
Borough of Fanwood as borough administrator and clerk at
Mrs. McGovern’s retirement party last week at the
Shackamaxon Country Club. Mrs. McGovern, who began
working as clerk/administrator in 1984, saw five mayors
and many more council members come and go during her
tenure.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

CELEBRATING HANUKKAH...Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah
Center speaks durIng Sunday’s Menorah lighting ceremony on North Avenue
in front of the Westfield Train Station.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

GET YOUR DONUTS...Those who attended Sunday’s Menorah lighting ceremony on North Avenue in front of the Westfield Train Station were treated
to donuts at the conclusion of the ceremony.

CATCH A MENORAH...People catch Hanukkah gelt and tiny menorahs parachuting down from a fire department ladder truck during Westfield’s
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
Menorah lighting ceremony Sunday night on North Avenue in front of the CATCHING UP...Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah Center meets
Westfield Train Station.
with community members af Sunday’s Menorah lighting ceremony.
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