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CDC Puts the Wonder in Staged
Production of It’s a Wonderful Life

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- Iconic movies are
tough to reimagine for the stage.
Classics like King Kong, Moulin
Rouge, Tootsie and To Kill a Mock-
ingbird are examples of Broadway
taking on these beloved movies and,
for the most part, delighting the
audiences with adaptations.
Cranford Dramatic Club’s latest
production, It’s a Wonderful Life,
by Philip Grecian and based on the
film by Frank Capra, is quite a faith-
ful representation of the 1946 black
and white movie. In the hands of
Cranford Dramatic Club’s (CDC)
Producer Sean Eugene Lough and
Director Maurice J. Moran, the be-

loved classic comes alive in living
technicolor.

The local talent for this play must
be strong enough to stand up against
the memorable performances of
Jimmy Stewart, Donna Reed and
Lionel Barrymore. That’s quite a
heavy request, but these actors do
an admirable job. The movie was
nominated for five Academy Awards
including Best Picture category and
is number one on the list of most
inspirational American films of all
times. This production of “Wonder-
ful” is just that. Wonderful. Up to
the challenge, the cast of 23 fea-
tures children and adults with some
taking on more than two roles each
to bring the sleepy little town of

Bedford Hills alive.
CDC does a bang-up job in trans-

porting the audience to the well-
known scenes. An ambitious, inven-
tive set by E. Dale Smith-Gallo and
Ken Budris makes use of the full
stage. In fact, the director found eight
staging areas for intimate character
scenes, as well as scenes involving
the whole company.

“Silent Night” is sung in the open-
ing by brightly costumed children
then with the added adults while
George Bailey (a marvelous Ben
Bouffard) stands above them on a
bridge asking God why he was born.
He’s $8,000 in debt due to no fault of
his own, he lives in a dilapidated
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ALL’S WELL...George Bailey (Ben Bouffard) learns to appreciate his own worth while Clarence (Michael Marcus),
pictured top right, gets his wings in the Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of It’s a Wonderful Life that runs through this
Sunday, with evening and matinee performances. For tickets and schedule, see cdctheatre.org.

house, he has a house full of kids he
can barely feed and feels like a fail-
ure. His guardian angel Clarence
(Michael Marcus) comes to earth to
show him what he has done for the
town. Somewhat like Charles
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” we
see George’s past growing up, his
present as an adult and then a form of
a “what if” shown through the eyes
of the angel Joseph (Joseph Sweeney)
and Clarence, ASC, Angel Second
Class, waiting to earn his wings.

Through glimpses into George’s
life, we meet people who have af-
fected him. The villain, of course, is
Mr. Potter. Playing that stellar Lionel
Barrymore role is CDC stage vet-
eran Bob Pells. As he tools around in
a beautiful cane-backed wooden
wheelchair, Mr. Pells attains the gruff
demeanor of a man who, as Mrs.
Bailey (strongly played by Lisa
Barnett) says, “He hates everything
he doesn’t have.” Potter doesn’t have
the respect and admiration that her
son George has. George has always
wanted to explore the world, go to
college, build skyscrapers and do a
million other things. But after his
father has a stroke and dies, he has
been tied to his duties to the Bailey
Building and Loan Company. George
has sacrificed his whole life for the
good of others.

The scenes between George’s girl-
friend, who ultimately becomes his
wife Mary Hatch (Rachel
Zuckerman), are especially tender.
Good chemistry between Mr.
Bouffard and Ms. Zuckerman make
for that credibility. Mr. Bouffard has
the vocal dexterity and range to make
us feel his pain, his delight, his dis-
appointment.

Comic relief is brought by Millie

Cortes playing the role of Violet and
Susan Roberts who brings the house
down as Tilly and the voice of Mrs.
Hatch, Mary’s mother. Uncle Billy
(Eric Wallaby) plays the delightful
relative who absentmindedly loses
the $8,000. We love him and see in
the “what if” section of the projected
life of George that he could have
wound up in an insane asylum if
George had never been born.

A tip of the hat to the clever use of
projections on the upstage wall to
help in cementing the location and
weather of outdoor scenes. Lighting
design by Mark Reilly features lovely
shadows and perfect spotlights at the
cues. Sound design by Sean Lough
drops WWII bombs, a baby’s cry
and other perfectly placed auditory
enhancements.
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THAT’S WHAT FRIENDS ARE FOR...Pictured is the cast of It’s A Wonderful Life, “No man is a failure who has friends!”
Now on stage at CDC Theatre in Cranford through the weekend.

CONTINUED AT RIGHT

One woman was overheard at in-
termission saying, “Yeah, I wondered
how they were going to do that
scene.” No spoiler alert here, but the
dance in the gymnasium where the
floor opens to the swimming pool
beneath, the narrators Joseph and
Clarence do the honors of telling us
what happened.

This production, a truly terrific
show for the whole family at Christ-
mas, shows the domino effect of our
lives. We don’t know whose life has
been changed in large or small ways
by our own. Ultimately, George
comes to realize it’s not the presents
under the Christmas tree that bring
joy, but the presence of those we
love that gives our lives meaning.
Thank you, Cranford Dramatic Club
for this seasonal gift.
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HOLIDAY TUNES...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chamber Choir
performs holiday tunes at Fanwood’s annual Holiday Celebration and Christmas
Tree Lighting on Sunday afternoon.

The New Jersey Lottery is a provider of fun and entertaining games 

that are not intended for anyone under the age of 18. Parents are 

urged to think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children. For more 

information about responsible gaming, visit njlottery.com.

Lottery is not child’s play.

‘Tis the season
to gift responsibly.

Must be 18 or older to buy a lottery ticket. Please play responsibly.
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER®.

Parents are urged to think twice about gifting lottery tickets to children.

Announcing the NEW apartment homes and amenities at 
Lantern Hill, the premier senior living community in New 
Providence. Our new residence building, Bell Pavilion, is now 
open, featuring stunning floor plans with high-end finishes, like 
the stylish Belvedere.

New Providence 
LanternHillCommunity.com
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88

The Belvedere
One bedroom, one and a half bath 
with screened-in balcony or patio.

New senior living apartment homes at 

Lantern Hill NOW OPEN

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF NEW HOMES REMAIN!  
Call 1-800-208-1976 for your free brochure.
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