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Planning Board to Reschedule
Meeting on Master Plan Report
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Planning Board vote on the proposed
final draft of the town’s Master Plan
Reexamination Report will be rescheduled following the cancellation
of the board meeting due to Monday’s
storm. The full report can be viewed
on the town’s website at
westfieldnj.gov.
Westfield last adopted its Master
Plan in 2002. The town amended its
Land Use Element in 2004 and 2005,
conducted a Master Plan Reexamination Report in 2009, and again
amended the Land Use Element in
2009 and 2018.
According to a town-issued press
release, the report is a reassessment

of the municipality’s current master
plan that is required by state law
every 10 years. The release of the
report represents the final phase of a
nearly year-long initiative undertaken
by the town and its consultant, H2M.
The survey captured more than
67,000 responses in a variety of areas
including vision, commercial/mixeduse development, land use, transportation, downtown economic development, community facilities and historic preservation, as well as downtown area parking.
According to the report, a master
plan is needed in order “to keep
Westfield on a path towards success
in all aspects of quality of life from
appropriate land use to quality transportation for pedestrians, bicyclists,

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

HO, HO, HO!...Santa arrives on a fire engine for Friday night’s Christmas tree
lighting in Cranford.

Mountainside Tree Lighting
Is Sat.; Legal Expenses Rise
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
borough’s annual holiday celebration
and tree lighting is set for this Saturday afternoon, a tradition that Mayor
Paul Mirabelli said is “always a good,
fun event.”
At the borough council’s work session on Tuesday, the mayor said the
tree lighting will take place at 4:30
p.m. The event also will include
Christmas carols sung by local Girl
Scouts, hot chocolate and cookies
served and a visit by Santa Claus,
who will pose for pictures with children wishing to brief him on their
preferences for presents. Afterwards,
residents, their families and friends
can take advantage of free ice skating
at the nearby Union Sports Arena.

In other business, the council was
briefed on an upcoming bid for animal-control services, with Borough
Clerk Martha Lopez saying that soliciting bids for a longer contract —
she mentioned a five-year pact —
could be advantageous because it
would lock in annual costs instead of
having to renegotiate a new contract
every year or two. The borough’s
current $15,480 per year, two-year
contract with Animal Control Solutions expires in March.
The council also is expected to
amend its contract with long-time
Borough Attorney John Post and increase the amount from the original
$275,000 to $305,000 due to increased legal expenses associated with
the borough’s ongoing Fair Housing
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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FANWOOD’S CHRISTMAS HOUSE IS LIT...“Fanwood's Famous Christmas
House” turned on the lights this past Friday. This Saturday, December 7, Santa
Claus will visit “Fanwood's Famous Christmas House” and area children are
invited to visit with Santa from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. or until the last child is seen by
Santa. Each child who visits Santa will receive a gift. There is no charge for this
event, but donations are accepted for New Jersey Institute for Disabilities (NJID).
Donations also are accepted during the season from now until Wednesday,
January 8, the last day the house will be lit up this season. The house is illuminated
from dusk to 10 p.m. each night. People can drop a check made out to NJID or cash
in a locked box by the door, go online to make a donation (njid.org, type in notes
section Roser), or mail a check to 83 Paterson Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Frank D. Isoldi
@frankdisoldi
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transit users, and motorists; preservation of the town’s past while balancing modern building trends, access to
and quality community facilities including schools, parks, emergency
services...”
“This Master Plan Reexamination
Report gives all these factors attention and lays out a plan for Westfield’s
future. This Reexamination Report
serves as an important long-range
planning tool for the Town of
Westfield. It not only establishes community vision, but acts as an action
plan for how to achieve that vision, a
guiding document for the governing
body and planning board,” according
to the report.
The objective of the Master Plan
Reexamination Report is to preserve
the suburban character of Westfield.
The report also seeks to encourage
green building design in all new construction by favoring regulations that
protect and/or replace trees/woodlands impacted by development
projects. It also provides adequate
municipal open space for a variety of
active and passive recreational uses
by designating at least eight acres of
municipal open space per 1,000 persons in the community as land becomes available, according to the report.
Through the plan the town also
seeks to provide “sufficient numbers
of parking and loading spaces” in its
business districts and to discourage
automobile-only oriented development, including strip malls, and offering opportunities including public art,
open space, pedestrian nodes and
community gathering spaces.
On the transportation front, the report promotes traffic calming to discourage speeding and cut-through
traffic while minimizing traffic congestion and developing walking and
biking routes that enhance connectivity to town facilities and key locations
in town. The plan also seeks to improve pedestrian safety at signalized
intersections.
The report looked at changing demographics. It cited the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
(NJTPA), which forecasts that the
population in the Town of Westfield
“will continue to grow into the year
2040 (a population forecast of 37,360
residents), past its 1970 peak.” The
town went from a population of
18,458 in 1940 to 21,243 in 1950 and
31,447 in 1960. From 1970 through
2000, the population either leveled
off or went down a few thousand to
29,644 in 2000. The NJTPA says
another boom is predicted from 2020
to 2040, when the number of residents is expected to rise from 30,591
to 37,360.
“This forecast of an 18.9-percent
increase in population from 2010 establishes the need for a range of development activities, including additional housing, infrastructure, and
transportation improvements in order to meet the needs of all current
and future residents,” according to
the report.
“(The) Town of Westfield experienced a population boom between
1940 and 1970 (growing by more
than 80 percent) and a population
decline (-14.4 percent) in the ‘70s
and ‘80s. Town population began to
grow again beginning in 1990, albeit
more slowly, reaching its highest
population since 1970 with 30,591
residents in 2017,” according to the
report.
The steering committee for the reexamination report includes Mayor
Shelley Brindle; Councilwoman
Linda Habgood, former director of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation Sherry Cronin, Town Administrator James Gildea, former Board of
Adjustment Chairman William
Heinbokel, Economic Development
Advisor Liz Jeffery, Historic Preservation Commission Vice-Chair Kelly
Kessler, Planning Board Chairman
Robert Newell, Board of Education
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CHRISTMAS TREE IS LIT...The Westfield Christmas tree is lit for the holiday season following a Christmas tree-lighting
ceremony on Sunday. The Westfield Winter Wonderland activities were rescheduled to December 14 due to the bad weather.

Washington School Recognized;
Soc. Studies Class Passes, 6-3
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Community was
the pervading thought at Tuesday’s
board of education meeting, where
Washington Elementary School was
recognized for being named a Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence for the
2019-2020 school year by the New
Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE).
According to the NJDOE’s website,
“The National Blue Ribbon Schools
Program recognizes public and private elementary, middle, and high
schools based on their overall academic excellence or their progress in
closing achievement gaps among student subgroups.” As an example of
this, Washington School Principal
Andrew Perry, Ed.D., presented the
results from last year’s state testing,
which showed that 98 percent of
Washington’s fourth graders met or
exceeded expectations in math and
96 percent of those students achieved
the same in language arts.
However, Mr. Perry said, “I’d love
to be able to say this because we are
a well-rounded school who works
well together, but that’s not the criteria, so I’m glad they found us.” He
praised his staff’s willingness to try
new ideas and their feeling of family.
It was a thought echoed by PTO
Co-President Wendy Nitche when she
said Washington is special because of
the “people in our community.” She
said the school is “fortunate enough
to have dedicated teachers” and a
“committed administration.”
Peppered throughout the presentation were planned “interruptions”
by the school band playing songs
such as “(Washington) Will Rock
You” and a flash mob of students and
teachers dancing to “Can’t Stop the
Feeling!”
A video featured students, teachers, staff and administrators discussing their feelings on being a Blue
Ribbon school, and when asked what
makes them a Blue Ribbon school,
the school community answer was
“we do!”
The community also came out to
voice their concerns about a proposed
social studies elective course entitled
“Power, Privilege and Imbalance in
American Society.” The board also
was split in its opinions regarding this
class, which passed with a 6-to-3 vote
to become one of the approximately
170 courses offered at Westfield High
School. As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, this class is a halfyear elective course for juniors and
seniors and will be offered starting in
the 2020-2021 school year. Board
members Michael Bielen, Tara Oporto

and Brian Morrissey voted no.
Many residents expressed their
approval of the course but wanted it
to be expanded to include other
marginalized groups, such as religious or other ethnic groups. Board
member Brendan Galligan said the
course “has a deliberately narrow
focus.” Mr. Galligan recommended
developing new courses on the immigrant experience or other religious
minorities, a suggestion repeated by
other board members and residents.
Finding the right teacher to facilitate this course also was a concern
mentioned by residents. Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., said
the secondary social studies teachers have received training “in civil
discourse” in order to help students
discuss views with no political
agenda. Additionally, Superintendent
Dolan reported that the social studies supervisor, Andrea Brennan, said
the intent of the course is to “develop

a broader understanding of minority
experience in American society.”
Mr. Morrissey stated that he voted
no because he did not feel the suggested course materials matched the
aims of the course. Ms. Oporto repeatedly said the course is based on
Critical Race Theory, which, according to her research, is anti-Asian
American and Anti-Semitic. Mr.
Bielen moved to postpone the vote,
which did not pass, to question the
social studies teachers and supervisor about the suggested readings list
and give the board time to understand more fully the reasoning behind the materials.
Board President Peggy Oster said
that the process has not been rushed,
as the idea was first presented in
2018, and that she trusts the experts,
in this case the social studies teachers, to have vetted the material. She
said it is “very thoughtful work that
will benefit the students who take it.”
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THE MAYOR AND SANTA...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco visits with Santa at
the borough’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Saturday.
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Fanwood to See Redevelopment
Of A&P Supermarket Site
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Redevelopment
plans for the former A&P site at 105
South Avenue are underway in the
borough. The redevelopment agency
and the borough council will begin
forming a redevelopment agreement
with the property owner, Carano
Square LLC, once a resolution is
passed to move forward with it.
The borough council was slated to
pass this resolution Monday, but with
the winter storm, the meeting will
potentially be moved to next week.
Then, Carano Square LLC and the
borough will have 120 days to form
an agreement, explained Elizabeth
Jeffery, economic development director for the Borough of Fanwood.
The property is considered a noncondemnation area in need of redevelopment and the property owner
could have the potential of negotiating a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) agreement with the borough,
but that will be decided upon during
the forming of the redevelopment
agreement, Ms. Jeffery explained to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Once the agreement is finalized,
Carano Square LLC will submit a site

plan application to the planning board,
which will hear the plans for the site.
Carano, after failing to find a grocery store to come in and take over
the A&P site, has considered building
rental units, with a mix of market-rate
and affordable-housing units, with a
stand-alone restaurant, but that is a
concept at this time, Ms. Jeffery said.
Also, Carano has a liquor license that
is good through June 30, 2020.
“It will really make an improvement,” Ms. Jeffery said of the site’s
redevelopment. She explained that it
could have a “pedestrian landscape”
that will have “connectivity to Terrill
Road and connectivity to downtown.”
In concert with that site’s redevelopment would also be a separate
borough project to make improvements to the South Avenue sidewalk
and lighting that is to be funded
through a grant that will make for “a
beautiful streetscape,” Ms. Jeffery
said. The borough was awarded a
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) Transportation Alternative Project (TAP)
grant in 2017, for $802,000, that the
borough will match with about
$200,000. Plans for the streetscape
are in development.

Other redevelopment sites that remain open in the borough include the
former Young’s Paint site, located at
1 South Avenue, and property at 40
South Avenue near the PSE&G substation, Ms. Jeffery said. One application for the Young’s Paint site was
tabled and deferred back in April
because of comments on the site plan,
she said, and they have not come back
with a new site plan yet. Also, 35
Second Street, owned by Joe Ponzio,
is in the works.
Fanwood has seen 130 units created and filled downtown; all nine,
new retail spaces are full, and at least
25 new jobs have been created in the
downtown, Ms. Jeffery said.
Most recently opened is Station
Square, which houses 28 market-rate
townhomes and seven affordable
units. Ms. Jeffery called it a “best
practice in transit-oriented development and seamlessly incorporating
affordable housing downtown.”

Master Plan
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

representative Gretchan Ohlig, Town
Planner Donald Sammet, Planning
Board Attorney Alan Tremulak and
planning board alternate members
Anastasia Harrison and Michael
LaPlace.
In addition to the vote on the Master Plan Reexamination Report, the
town has issued a Request for Proposals for consultants for “creation of
the circulation portion of a unified
land use and circulation element of
the Town Master Plan.” Proposals
are due by this Friday, December 6,
by 4:30 p.m.

Mountainside
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy of Kevin Hawkins

SERIOUS ACCIDENT...A Honda Civic overturned on Brightwood Avenue in
Westfield shortly after 1 a.m. Saturday. According to police, the 32-year-old
male driver, a Scotch Plains resident, was transported to a hospital with an
undisclosed injury. There were no other occupants in the vehicle. The accident
remains under investigation.

Begin the Holidays at CDC Theatre

commitments per state court affordable-housing requirements as well as
an ongoing harassment lawsuit filed
against the borough’s police department.
Borough resident Jamie Ferrara
spoke to the council about her efforts to make Mountainside a
“Stigma-Free Community,” a designation that aims to reduce the stigma
associated with mental illness and
encourage people to seek help for
themselves and for loved ones. She
plans to work with Councilwoman
Deanna Andre on the initiative, which
is similar to one recently enacted by
Springfield Township and will include community education to, as
Ms. Ferrara put it, “remove the
shame.” She told The Westfield
Leader that anyone wishing to become involved can contact her at
jamiebier@gmail.com.
The council will ask Union County
for permission to hang a banner
across Mountain Avenue to honor
First Lieutenant Joseph Hoy, a borough resident who will be returning
from active duty.
The council’s final meeting of the
year will be on Tuesday, December
17. It also will mark the last meeting
for Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
who is wrapping up 21 years on the
governing body after choosing not
to seek an eighth term this year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GO BLUE DEVILS!...The Westfield High School cheerleaders pose on Senior Day for a group picture at the tradional
Westfield vs. Plainfield Thankgiving Day game. This year’s game was played at Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

Tamara Benc Is Named
NJDOE ‘Exemplary Educator’
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Lincoln School veteran English Language Arts (ELA)
teacher Tamara Benc has been chosen as a New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) 2019 Exemplary
Educator. Ms. Benc was recognized
by the NJDOE after being nominated
by Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D.
Ms. Benc started teaching at Lincoln School in 1989 as a substitute
teacher before joining the Lincoln
staff as a full-time teacher in 1990,
Superintendent Quigley told The
Westfield Leader.
“The goal of the program is to
identify outstanding educators for
special recognition and honor their
positive impact on students, colleagues, and the school community,”
the superintendent said.
The NJDOE’s criteria for the award
winners was clear in “setting the bar
high on the achievement scale,” she
stated.
“Contributions to education that are
largely unheralded, yet worthy of spotlight, engaging and inspiring presence
that motivates and impacts students,
colleagues, and the community,” Superintendent Quigley said in describing several criteria the selection committee considers when reviewing an
administrator’s recommendation.
She said Ms. Benc’s impact is “constantly visible not only in our classrooms at Lincoln,” but also while
leading student extracurricular activities. Ms. Benc has served as the eighthgrade school play’s business manager, a student council advisor, pep
club advisor, middle school homework club advisor and Read Across
America coordinator.
“Let’s not forget Ms. Benc is on the
ScIP Committee, coordinated the Year
of Giving (including monthly
fundraisers for numerous organizations), and developed the school’s
book swap,” Superintendent Quigley
told The Leader.
“The book swap is completely free.
The kids are so excited to swap books
with their fellow students, getting cool

new reads. It’s very engaging and has
received excellent feedback,” Ms.
Benc told The Leader.
Ms. Benc won the Education Foundation of Garwood’s annual Teacher
of the Year Award in 2005 after being
nominated by students for her “extraordinary” commitment to education, stated Superintendent Quigley.
According to the nomination guidelines, Exemplary Educators must exhibit “exceptional talent as evidenced
by effective instructional practices
and student learning results in the
classroom and school.”
“She is always willing to go the
extra mile to ensure her students will
reach their full potential,” the superintendent said.
Ms. Benc instructs both the middleschool English Language Arts program and the middle-school Gifted
and Talented Program, stated Superintendent Quigley.
“I enjoy both groups of students in
the classroom,” Ms. Benc said.
Her Gifted and Talented classes
will explore “bigger questions and
topic areas” with national and global
relevancy, stated Ms. Benc. Last year,
the Gifted and Talented program “took
on plastic,” she noted.
“Taking on Plastic” involved the
students learning about the impact of
plastics on society both pre and post
consumption, the recycling process,
and a sustainable future, stated Ms.
Benc. The Gifted and Talented program will take “several field trips a

year,” allowing interactive learning,
she said.
This year, program participants are
studying energy sustainability, which
includes researching solar energy,
wind energy, other renewable energy
sources, and energy-saving engineering such as aerodynamics.
Ms. Benc has organized field trips
to water-treatment facilities, as well
as scheduling keynote speakers such
as airplane pilots to visit students,
stated Superintendent Quigley.
In addition, Ms. Quigley said the
award winners display “exemplary
educational accomplishments beyond
the classroom that provide models of
excellence for the profession.”
In her own community, Ms. Benc
helped in the effort to save the
Watchung Library from being closed
permanently, Superintendent Quigley
said. Ms. Benc said she propelled the
issue to the “top of the campaign
discussion” and received widespread
community and eventually bipartisan
support to keep the library open.
“What town would ever close their
library? We made sure the residents
found out before the decision was
permanent. In the end, not one elected
official supported the closure,” Ms.
Benc said.
Superintendent Quigley said Ms.
Benc is a “wonderful teacher and a
beautiful human being” whose contribution “goes far beyond” both as a
teacher at Lincoln School and “within
her own community.”

Courtesy of Garwood Board of Education

78 Winans Ave. in Cranford/ cdctheatre.org

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

FAMILY FESTIVITIES...Cranford Girl Scout troops and their parents are
shown here decorating the Christmas tree in the municipal parking lot on Friday.
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AN EXEMPLARY TEACHER...Garwood Lincoln School veteran English Language Arts teacher Tamara Benc, pictured left, is congratulated by Superintendent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., on being named a New Jersey Department of
Education “Exemplary Educator.”
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Fanwood to See Redevelopment
Of A&P Supermarket Site
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Redevelopment
plans for the former A&P site at 105
South Avenue are underway in the
borough. The redevelopment agency
and the borough council will begin
forming a redevelopment agreement
with the property owner, Carano
Square LLC, once a resolution is
passed to move forward with it.

The borough council was slated to
pass this resolution Monday, but with
the winter storm, the meeting will
potentially be moved to next week.
Then, Carano Square LLC and the
borough will have 120 days to form
an agreement, explained Elizabeth
Jeffery, economic development director for the Borough of Fanwood.
The property is considered a noncondemnation area in need of rede-

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz

BEST WISHES, WALTER...Walter Doer blows at the candles on his cake to
celebrate his 103rd birthday on Tuesday with staff from The Chelsea at Fanwood
assisted living residence, located at 295 South Avenue, Fanwood.

Westfield’s New Soc. Studies
Class Passed by BOE, 6-3
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Community was
the pervading thought at Tuesday’s
board of education meeting, where
Washington Elementary School was
recognized for being named a Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence for the
2019-2020 school year by the New
Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE).
According to the NJDOE’s website,
“The National Blue Ribbon Schools
Program recognizes public and private elementary, middle, and high
schools based on their overall academic excellence or their progress in
closing achievement gaps among student subgroups.” As an example of
this, Washington School Principal
Andrew Perry, Ed.D., presented the
results from last year’s state testing,
which showed that 98 percent of
Washington’s fourth graders met or
exceeded expectations in math and
96 percent of those students achieved
the same in language arts.
However, Mr. Perry said, “I’d love
to be able to say this because we are
a well-rounded school who works
well together, but that’s not the criteria, so I’m glad they found us.” He
praised his staff’s willingness to try
new ideas and their feeling of family.

It was a thought echoed by PTO
Co-President Wendy Nitche when she
said Washington is special because of
the “people in our community.” She
said the school is “fortunate enough
to have dedicated teachers” and a
“committed administration.”
Peppered throughout the presentation were planned “interruptions” by
the school band playing songs such as
“(Washington) Will Rock You” and a
flash mob of students and teachers
dancing to “Can’t Stop the Feeling!”
A video featured students, teachers,
staff and administrators discussing their
feelings on being a Blue Ribbon school,
and when asked what makes them a
Blue Ribbon school, the school community answer was “we do!”
The community also came out to
voice their concerns about a proposed
social studies elective course entitled
“Power, Privilege and Imbalance in
American Society.” The board also
was split in its opinions regarding this
class, which passed with a 6-to-3 vote
to become one of the approximately
170 courses offered at Westfield High
School. As previously reported in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, this
class is a half-year elective course for
juniors and seniors and will be offered starting in the 2020-2021 school
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!...Walter Doer, a bicycling enthusiast who cycled into his
90s, celebrated his 103rd birthday on Tuesday with staff from The Chelsea at
Fanwood assisted living residence, located at 295 South Avenue, Fanwood.
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velopment and the property owner
could have the potential of negotiating a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) agreement with the borough,
but that will be decided upon during
the forming of the redevelopment
agreement, Ms. Jeffery explained to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Once the agreement is finalized,
Carano Square LLC will submit a site
plan application to the planning board,
which will hear the plans for the site.
Carano, after failing to find a grocery store to come in and take over
the A&P site, has considered building
rental units, with a mix of market-rate
and affordable-housing units, with a
stand-alone restaurant, but that is a
concept at this time, Ms. Jeffery said.
Also, Carano has a liquor license that
is good through June 30, 2020.
“It will really make an improvement,” Ms. Jeffery said of the site’s
redevelopment. She explained that it
could have a “pedestrian landscape”
that will have “connectivity to Terrill
Road and connectivity to downtown.”
In concert with that site’s redevelopment would also be a separate
borough project to make improvements to the South Avenue sidewalk
and lighting that is to be funded
through a grant that will make for “a
beautiful streetscape,” Ms. Jeffery
said. The borough was awarded a
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) Transportation Alternative Project (TAP)
grant in 2017, for $802,000, that the
borough will match with about
$200,000. Plans for the streetscape
are in development.
Other redevelopment sites that remain open in the borough include the
former Young’s Paint site, located at
1 South Avenue, and property at 40
South Avenue near the PSE&G substation, Ms. Jeffery said. One application for the Young’s Paint site was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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FANWOOD’S CHRISTMAS HOUSE IS LIT...“Fanwood's Famous Christmas House” turned on the lights this past Friday.
This Saturday, December 7, Santa Claus will visit “Fanwood's Famous Christmas House” and area children are invited to visit
with Santa from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. or until the last child is seen by Santa. Each child who visits Santa will receive a gift. There
is no charge for this event, but donations are accepted for New Jersey Institute for Disabilities (NJID). Donations also are
accepted during the season from now until Wednesday, January 8, the last day the house will be lit up this season. The house
is illuminated from dusk to 10 p.m. each night. People can drop a check made out to NJID or cash in a locked box by the door,
go online to make a donation (njid.org, type in notes section Roser), or mail a check to 83 Paterson Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Mountainside Tree Lighting Set For
Saturday; Legal Expenses Escalate
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
borough’s annual holiday celebration
and tree lighting is set for this Saturday afternoon, a tradition that Mayor
Paul Mirabelli said is “always a good,
fun event.”
At the borough council’s work ses-

Westfield to Reschedule
Master Plan Report Meeting
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Planning Board vote on the proposed final
draft of the town’s Master Plan Reexamination Report will be rescheduled
following the cancellation of the board
meeting due to Monday’s storm. The
full report can be viewed on the town’s
website at westfieldnj.gov.
Westfield last adopted its Master
Plan in 2002. The town amended its
Land Use Element in 2004 and 2005,
conducted a Master Plan Reexamination Report in 2009, and again amended
the Land Use Element in 2009 and
2018.
According to a town-issued press
release, the report is a reassessment of
the municipality’s current master plan
that is required by state law every 10
years. The release of the report represents the final phase of a nearly yearlong initiative undertaken by the town
and its consultant, H2M.
The survey captured more than
67,000 responses in a variety of areas
including vision, commercial/mixeduse development, land use, transportation, downtown economic development, community facilities and historic preservation as well as downtown area parking.
According to the report, a master
plan is needed in order “to keep
Westfield on a path towards success in
all aspects of quality of life from appropriate land use to quality transportation for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and motorists; preservation
of the town’s past while balancing
modern building trends, access to and
quality community facilities including
schools, parks, emergency services...”
“This Master Plan Reexamination
Report gives all these factors attention
and lays out a plan for Westfield’s
future. This Reexamination Report
serves as an important long-range plan-

908.787.5990
@homeswestfield

•

ning tool for the Town of Westfield. It
not only establishes community vision, but acts as an action plan for how
to achieve that vision, a guiding document for the governing body and planning board,” according to the report.
The objective of the Master Plan
Reexamination Report is to preserve
the suburban character of Westfield.
The report also seeks to encourage
green building design in all new construction by favoring regulations that
protect and/or replace trees/woodlands
impacted by development projects. It
also provides adequate municipal open
space for a variety of active and passive recreational uses by designating
at least eight acres of municipal open
space per 1,000 persons in the community as land becomes available,
according to the report.
Through the plan the town also seeks
to provide “sufficient numbers of parking and loading spaces” in its business
districts and to discourage automobile-only oriented development, including strip malls, and offering opportunities including public art, open
space, pedestrian nodes and community gathering spaces.
On the transportation front, the report promotes traffic calming to discourage speeding and cut-through traffic while minimizing traffic congestion and developing walking and biking routes that enhance connectivity to
town facilities and key locations in
town. The plan also seeks to improve
pedestrian safety at signalized intersections.
The report looked at changing demographics. It cited the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
(NJTPA), which forecasts that the
population in the Town of Westfield
“will continue to grow into the year
2040 (a population forecast of 37,360
residents), past its 1970 peak.” The

sion on Tuesday, the mayor said the
tree lighting will take place at 4:30
p.m. The event also will include
Christmas carols sung by local Girl
Scouts, hot chocolate and cookies
served and a visit by Santa Claus,
who will pose for pictures with children wishing to brief him on their
preferences for presents. Afterwards,
residents, their families and friends
can take advantage of free ice skating
at the nearby Union Sports Arena.
In other business, the council was
briefed on an upcoming bid for animal-control services, with Borough
Clerk Martha Lopez saying that soliciting bids for a longer contract—
she mentioned a five-year pact—
could be advantageous because it
would lock in annual costs instead of
having to renegotiate a new contract

every year or two. The borough’s
current $15,480 per year, two-year
contract with Animal Control Solutions expires in March.
The council also is expected to
amend its contract with long-time
Borough Attorney John Post and increase the amount from the original
$275,000 to $305,000 due to increased legal expenses associated with
the borough’s ongoing Fair Housing
commitments per state court affordable-housing requirements, as well as
an ongoing harassment lawsuit filed
against the borough’s police department.
Borough resident Jamie Ferrara
spoke to the council about her efforts
to make Mountainside a “Stigma-Free
Community,” a designation that aims
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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HO, HO, HO!...Santa arrives on a fire engine for Friday night’s Christmas tree
lighting in Cranford.
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Tamara Benc Is Named
DOE ‘Exemplary Educator’
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Photo courtesy of Borough of Garwood

THE MAYOR AND SANTA...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco visits with Santa at
the borough’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Saturday.

Westfield Bd. of Ed.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year. Board members Michael Bielen,
Tara Oporto and Brian Morrissey
voted no.
Many residents expressed their
approval of the course but wanted it
to be expanded to include other
marginalized groups, such as religious or other ethnic groups. Board
member Brendan Galligan said the
course “has a deliberately narrow focus.” Mr. Galligan recommended
developing new courses on the immigrant experience or other religious
minorities, a suggestion repeated by
other board members and residents.
Finding the right teacher to facilitate this course also was a concern
mentioned by residents. Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., said the
secondary social studies teachers have
received training “in civil discourse”
in order to help students discuss views
with no political agenda. Additionally, Superintendent Dolan reported
that the social studies supervisor,

Andrea Brennan, said the intent of
the course is to “develop a broader
understanding of minority experience
in American society.”
Mr. Morrissey stated that he voted
no because he did not feel the suggested course materials matched the
aims of the course. Ms. Oporto repeatedly said the course is based on Critical Race Theory, which, according to
her research, is anti-Asian American
and Anti-Semitic. Mr. Bielen moved
to postpone the vote, which did not
pass, to question the social studies
teachers and supervisor about the suggested readings list and give the board
time to understand more fully the reasoning behind the materials.
Board President Peggy Oster said
that the process has not been rushed,
as the idea was first presented in
2018, and that she trusts the experts,
in this case the social studies teachers, to have vetted the material. She
said it is “very thoughtful work that
will benefit the students who take it.”

GARWOOD – Lincoln School veteran English Language Arts (ELA)
teacher Tamara Benc has been chosen as a New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) 2019 Exemplary
Educator. Ms. Benc was recognized
by the NJDOE after being nominated
by Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D.
Ms. Benc started teaching at Lincoln School in 1989 as a substitute
teacher before joining the Lincoln
staff as a full-time teacher in 1990,
Superintendent Quigley told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“The goal of the program is to
identify outstanding educators for
special recognition and honor their
positive impact on students, colleagues, and the school community,”
the superintendent said.
The NJDOE’s criteria for the award
winners was clear in “setting the bar
high on the achievement scale,” she
stated.
“Contributions to education that are
largely unheralded, yet worthy of spotlight, engaging and inspiring presence
that motivates and impacts students,
colleagues, and the community,” Superintendent Quigley said in describing several criteria the selection committee considers when reviewing an
administrator’s recommendation.
She said Ms. Benc’s impact is “constantly visible not only in our classrooms at Lincoln,” but also while
leading student extracurricular activities. Ms. Benc has served as the eighthgrade school play’s business manager, a student council advisor, pep
club advisor, middle school homework club advisor and Read Across
America coordinator.
“Let’s not forget Ms. Benc is on the
ScIP Committee, coordinated the Year
of Giving (including monthly
fundraisers for numerous organizations), and developed the school’s
book swap,” Superintendent Quigley
told The Times.
“The book swap is completely free.
The kids are so excited to swap books
with their fellow students, getting cool
new reads. It’s very engaging and has
received excellent feedback,” Ms.
Benc told The Times.
Ms. Benc won the Education Foundation of Garwood’s annual Teacher
of the Year Award in 2005 after being
nominated by students for her “extraordinary” commitment to education, stated Superintendent Quigley.
According to the nomination guidelines, Exemplary Educators must ex-

hibit “exceptional talent as evidenced
by effective instructional practices
and student learning results in the
classroom and school.”
“She is always willing to go the
extra mile to ensure her students will
reach their full potential,” the superintendent said.
Ms. Benc instructs both the middleschool English Language Arts program and the middle-school Gifted
and Talented Program, stated Superintendent Quigley.
“I enjoy both groups of students in
the classroom,” Ms. Benc said.
Her Gifted and Talented classes
will explore “bigger questions and
topic areas” with national and global
relevancy, stated Ms. Benc. Last year,
the Gifted and Talented program “took
on plastic,” she noted.
“Taking on Plastic” involved the
students learning about the impact of
plastics on society both pre and post
consumption, the recycling process,
and a sustainable future, stated Ms.
Benc. The Gifted and Talented program will take “several field trips a
year,” allowing interactive learning,
she said.
This year, program participants are
studying energy sustainability, which
includes researching solar energy,
wind energy, other renewable energy
sources, and energy-saving engineering such as aerodynamics.
Ms. Benc has organized field trips
to water-treatment facilities as well
as scheduling keynote speakers such
as airplane pilots to visit students,
stated Superintendent Quigley.
In addition, Ms. Quigley said the
award winners display “exemplary
educational accomplishments beyond
the classroom that provide models of
excellence for the profession.”
In her own community, Ms. Benc
helped in the effort to save the
Watchung Library from being closed
permanently, Superintendent Quigley
said. Ms. Benc said she propelled the
issue to the “top of the campaign
discussion” and received widespread
community and eventually bipartisan
support to keep the library open.
“What town would ever close their
library? We made sure the residents
found out before the decision was
permanent. In the end, not one elected
official supported the closure,” Ms.
Benc said.
Superintendent Quigley said Ms.
Benc is a “wonderful teacher and a
beautiful human being” whose contribution “goes far beyond” both as a
teacher at Lincoln School and “within
her own community.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CHRISTMAS DANCERS...The Westfield Y Dance Academy performs at Saturday night’s Garwood Christmas Tree lighting ceremony.

Begin the Holidays at CDC Theatre

Photo courtesy of Kevin Hawkins

SERIOUS ACCIDENT...A Honda Civic overturned on Brightwood Avenue in
Westfield shortly after 1 a.m. Saturday. According to police, the 32-year-old
male driver, a Scotch Plains resident, was transported to a hospital with an
undisclosed injury. There were no other occupants in the vehicle. The accident
remains under investigation.

Westfield Master Plan
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

town went from a population of 18,458
in 1940 to 21,243 in 1950 and 31,447
in 1960. From 1970 through 2000, the
population either leveled off or went
down a few thousand to 29,644 in
2000. The NJTPA says another boom
is predicted from 2020 to 2040, when
the number of residents is expected to
rise from 30,591 to 37,360.
“This forecast of an 18.9-percent
increase in population from 2010 establishes the need for a range of development activities, including additional
housing, infrastructure, and transportation improvements in order to meet
the needs of all current and future
residents,” according to the report.
“(The) Town of Westfield experienced a population boom between
1940 and 1970 (growing by more than
80 percent) and a population decline (14.4 percent) in the ‘70s and ‘80s.
Town population began to grow again

Mountainside
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to reduce the stigma associated with
mental illness and encourage people
to seek help for themselves and for
loved ones. She plans to work with
Councilwoman Deanna Andre on the
initiative, which is similar to one recently enacted by Springfield Township and will include community education to, as Ms. Ferrara put it, “remove the shame.” She told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that anyone
wishing to become involved can contact her at jamiebier@gmail.com.
The council will ask Union County
for permission to hang a banner across
Mountain Avenue to honor First Lieutenant Joseph Hoy, a borough resident
who will be returning from active duty.
The council’s final meeting of the
year will be on Tuesday, December
17. It also will mark the last meeting
for Councilman Glenn Mortimer, who
is wrapping up 21 years on the governing body after choosing not to
seek an eighth term this year.

beginning in 1990, albeit more slowly,
reaching its highest population since
1970 with 30,591 residents in 2017,”
according to the report.
The steering committee for the reexamination report includes Mayor
Shelley Brindle; Councilwoman Linda
Habgood, former director of the Downtown Westfield Corporation Sherry
Cronin, Town Administrator James
Gildea, former Board of Adjustment
Chairman William Heinbokel, Economic Development Advisor Liz
Jeffery, Historic Preservation Commission Vice-Chair Kelly Kessler,
Planning Board Chairman Robert
Newell, Board of Education representative Gretchan Ohlig, Town Planner
Donald Sammet, Planning Board Attorney Alan Tremulak and planning
board alternate members Anastasia
Harrison and Michael LaPlace.
In addition to the vote on the Master
Plan Reexamination Report, the town
has sent out a Request for Proposals
for consultants for “creation of the
circulation portion of a unified land
use and circulation element of the Town
Master Plan.” Proposals are due by
this Friday, December 6, by 4:30 p.m.

A&P
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tabled and deferred back in April
because of comments on the site plan,
she said, and they have not come back
with a new site plan yet. Also, 35
Second Street, owned by Joe Ponzio,
is in the works.
Fanwood has seen 130 units created and filled downtown; all nine,
new retail spaces are full, and at least
25 new jobs have been created in the
downtown, Ms. Jeffery said.
Most recently opened is Station
Square, which houses 28 market-rate
townhomes and seven affordable
units. Ms. Jeffery called it a “best
practice in transit-oriented development and seamlessly incorporating
affordable housing downtown.”

Photo courtesy of Garwood Board of Education

78 Winans Ave. in Cranford/ cdctheatre.org

AN EXEMPLARY TEACHER...Garwood Lincoln School veteran English Language Arts teacher Tamara Benc, left, is congratulated by Superintendent Teresa
Quigley, Ed.D., on being named a New Jersey Department of Education “Exemplary Educator.”
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FAMILY FESTIVITIES...Cranford Girl Scout troops and their parents are
shown here decorating the Christmas tree in the municipal parking lot on Friday.
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UCPO Hosting ‘21-21'
Forum on Veterans’ Affairs
COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office is joining forces
with a number of partner organizations to host a public forum on veterans’ affairs, part of a continuing series of public events presented as part
of the New Jersey Office of the Attorney General’s 21-County, 21st-Century Community Policing Project,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Lyndsay V. Ruotolo announced last
Wednesday.
The forum is scheduled to take
place 6 p.m. on Tuesday, December
10 at Cranford VFW Post 335, located at 479 South Avenue East in
Cranford. Admission is free and citizens of all ages, veterans, as well as
local representatives of social service
agencies and other organizations serving veterans are encouraged to attend.
A panel of subject matter experts
will serve as the centerpiece of the
forum, with Prosecutor’s Office Assistant Prosecutor Tiffany Wilson,
who administers the state’s Veterans
Diversion Program in Union County,
serving as moderator. Also scheduled
to speak are U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Justice Outreach Specialist Mark Correale, New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs Assistant Director of Enforcement Gregory K. Turner, VFW Department of
New Jersey Judge Advocate Jay

Boxwell, Union County Office of
Veterans Services Coordinator Janna
Williams, Union County Human Relations Commissioner Peter
McTiernan, and retired Union Township Police Department Sergeant
Michael Boll, whose work with the
Operation Rebound nonprofit group
supporting permanently disabled veterans has won him several community awards.
More than 15,000 veterans call
Union County home, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau. Statewide, the
veteran population numbers greater
than 400,000, or about 5 percent of
New Jersey’s total. The purpose of
this forum, and many others like it
going on across the state during recent months, is to spread awareness
of the many various forms of social
services available to benefit veterans.
“Veterans across Union County and
across the state selflessly answered a
call to serve their nation and its armed
forces,” Prosecutor Ruotolo said. “We
owe them not only a debt of gratitude,
but a helping hand, whenever it’s
needed.”
The Prosecutor’s Office thanks
Judge Advocate Boxwell and
Cranford VFW Post 335 Commander
Col. Drew Burns for hosting this event.
For more information, call (908) 5274621 or email mspivey@ucnj.org.

Sheriff’s Officers Seek
‘Tree of Hope’ Donations
COUNTY — Every holiday season for more than 20 years, Union
County Sheriff’s Officers have
planted their “Tree of Hope” seeking
donations of toys for needy children
throughout the county.
The “Tree of Hope” started in 1997
when officers encountered children
in the courts who were going to experience a less than happy holiday season. The children were homeless or
living in shelters, were victims of
domestic violence or medically fragile. Their parents or guardians did not
have the financial ability to provide
holiday gifts.
Every year since the “Tree of
Hope” committee has erected a
tree in the Union County Courthouse featuring ornaments with a
wish for a particular gift for each
child.
This year the “Tree of Hope” has
created registries through Amazon
and Walmart that contain toys the
children have requested.
Those wishing to donate only have
to click on the registry, scroll through
the list and select a toy they would
like to give to a child.
Toys can be bought online and
mailed to the Sheriff’s Office directly
(the mailing address is automatically
built into the registries) without a
visit to a store. All donations of toys
are welcome.
Monetary donations that help
provide additional gifts are also
welcome. Payments may be made
through Venmo, or by check made
checks payable to the Tree of
Hope.

The registry information is as follows: Amazon registry: UCSO Tree
of Hope (click on the Baby Registry
option); Walmart registry: UCSO Tree
of Hope (click on Walmart services,
then click on Events Registry) and
Venmo
(UCSO
Tree
of
Hope@UCSOTreeofHope.)
The UCSO Tree of Hope is a nonprofit organization that collects new
toys and distributes them to children (newborns to age 17) who live
in Union County. The children who
receive these toys are either homeless, in foster care or in bad financial situations. The officers distribute toys to more than 350 children
every year.
Tax-deductible monetary contributions and toys can be sent to: Union
County Sheriff’s Officers Tree of
Hope, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, NJ 07207. For more information, call the “Tree of Hope” hotline
at (908) 629-2158.

Ex-Westfielder Now
Election Judge Colo.
REGION -- Sue Brunner Pratt, a
former resident of Westfield, has
served as an election judge for the
Boulder County Clerk and Recorder’s
Office for the past two years.
“My own family was...in the optical business serving the communities
of Westfield, Cranford and Toms
River, NJ,” she said, noting that her
grandfather, Emil Brunner, and father, Robert E. Brunner, operated
Brunner Opticians in Westfield.

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

NO-SHAVE FUNDRAISER...Members of the Cranford Police Department,
ranging from the rank of captain to communications officer, participated in
Cranford PBA Local 52’s No-Shave November. Officers and Civilian employees
put down their razors in an effort to raise money for those in the fight against
cancer. Beginning in 2009, “No-Shave November” is a national, month-long nonprofit fundraising event during which participants forgo their normal shaving and
grooming routine in an attempt to promote cancer awareness. Since 2014,
members of the Cranford Police Department, nicknamed The Fuzz, have raised
between $5,000 and $10,000 annually for No-Shave November.

Bill to Address Disparities In
School Discip. Stats Advances
TRENTON — Legislation that
would create a statewide program
aiming to reduce racial disparities
in school discipline, improve the
socio-emotional and behavioral responses of students through intervention and decrease recidivism
rates among students who violate
school district code of conduct, was
advanced in the Sate Assembly on
November 25.
The bill, A-3519, was approved by
the full body, 59-13-2, during an afternoon voting session.
The bill directs the commissioner
of education to establish a threeyear “Restorative Justice in Education Pilot Program” to implement
restorative justice practices in the
public schools. “Restorative justice”
is defined as a system of dispute
resolution tools that allows all parties of a dispute to be involved in
defining the harm and devising remedies while giving the necessary attention to community safety, victims’ needs, and the need for offender accountability.
The principal of a school selected
to participate in the pilot program
would be required to limit the number
and duration of student expulsions

and suspensions to the greatest extent
practicable. The principal would have
to demonstrate a commitment to exhausting other forms of non-exclusionary discipline prior to using outof-school suspensions or expulsions.
The bill further requires that a school
district selected to participate must
provide ongoing professional development to teachers and other staff on:
the adverse consequences of the exclusion of students from school and
their involvement in the juvenile justice system; effective classroom management strategies; culturally responsive discipline; and developmentally
appropriate disciplinary methods that
promote a positive and healthy school
climate.
The program would be established
within six months of the bill’s enactment. Selected by the commissioner
from applications received by willing school districts, five districts in
each of the southern, central, and
northern regions of New Jersey
would participate in the program.
The commissioner would provide
any necessary guidance, support, and
training to participating schools.
The bill will now go to the State
Senate for final legislative review.

Division of Aging Staff to
Visit Libraries, Sen. Ctrs.
COUNTY – Union County residents seeking information about services for adults age 60 and older can
speak with staff from the county’s
Division on Aging at seven libraries
and senior centers in Union County in
December. The program, called Aging Services Kiosk, travels to different communities each month.
Any senior, and their family members or caregivers, can visit any of the
ASK locations for assistance.
“Our goal is to help senior residents
access the resources they need to stay
connected with their communities,”
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski
said. “The ASK program helps seniors,
their families, and their caregivers get

expert guidance in person, in a comfortable setting close to home.”
At each ASK location, Division on
Aging staff members provide information on home-delivered meals, respite
care, home care, adult day care and
other support services. They also help
visitors fill out applications and forms.
The December dates and locations
are: Thursday, December 12, Rahway
Senior Center, 1306 Esterbrook Avenue, 10 a.m. to noon; Monday, December 16, Clark Public Library, 303
Westfield Avenue, 10 a.m. to noon;
and Thursday, December 19,
Garwood Public Library, 411 Third
Avenue, 10 a.m. to noon.
Upcoming ASK schedules are
posted in local newspapers, the Senior News, Facebook, Twitter and the
county website, ucnj.org. For more
information about the Division on
Aging and Disability Resource Connection, call 1-888-280-8226, (908)
527-4870 or (908) 527-4870.
The Division on Aging and Disability Resource Connection is part of the
Department of Human Services. Its goal
is to promote wellness, independence,
dignity and choice for seniors and their
families. It is one of 622 “Area Agencies on Aging established under the
federal Older Americans Act.

Sweeney Supports Legislation
To Reorganize Horizon
State Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) said he
supports legislation introduced in the
General Assembly on November 26
to reorganize Horizon Blue CrossBlue Shield of New Jersey, the state’s
largest health insurer:
“This bill will help Horizon to move
forward with reforms that aid health
care consumers and enhance the quality of care they receive. These changes
will better enable New Jersey’s only
not-for-profit health insurer to modernize the way it is organized so it can
invest more in member benefits, including consumer technology and preventive care,” Mr. Sweeney said. “They
will help keep costs under control and
improve health outcomes, so that medical care is affordable and accessible.
For those who depend on Horizon,
this change will ensure the company
can continue to provide the highest
quality healthcare into the future.”
Some 230,000 New Jerseyans
Voted by Mail-In By Oct. 31
More than eight in 10 who voted by
mail sent in their ballot by the end of
October, a trend that could change campaign strategies, according to a
njspotlight.comreport.Morethan230,000
New Jerseyans voted before Halloween
this year using mail-in ballots.
Gov. Murphy to Chair
Dem Governors Associaton
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy
will serve as chairman of the Democratic Governors Association (DGA)
in 2020 after serving as chair-elect
and vice-chairman of the DGA in
2019.
Gov. Murphy cancelled his trip over
the weekend to San Francisco in order to stay in New Jersey to monitor
the first snowstorm of the season.
“I'm honored to take on this new role
with my fellow Democratic governors,"
Gov. Murphy said in a statement following a DGA tmeeting in New Orleans on Decenber 1, 2019. “We're
showing in New Jersey how Democratic leadership can bring real change
on the state level, despite the mistaken
priorities of Washington, D.C.”
Former Governor Chris Christie
chaired the Republican Governors
Association in 2014 and was a candidate for president in 2016.
Elizabeth Shuts Down Scooter
After 16-Yr-Old’s Death
The Elizabeth City Council has shut
down a six-month electronic scooter
pilot programless than a week after a
16-year-old boy was struck and killed
by a tow truck while riding one, according to nj.com report. Members
of the public harshly berated the council for allowing the Lime e-scooter

Manufacturing Jobs Bill
Passed By Assembly
TRENTON – With more than
500,000 manufacturing jobs throughout the country going unfilled this
past September, legislation to help
connect New Jersey workers with
these abundant positions passed the
full Assembly on November, 73-0-0.
Employers are finding that a growing skills gap in the field of manufacturing is leaving them without qualified candidates, despite having plenty
of jobs available, according to the an
Assembly Democrats press release.
The bill, A-4023, would add manufacturers to the list of prioritized employers in the existing Workforce
Development Partnership Program in
an effort to supply the industry with a
higher amount of skilled workers.
The program provides certain
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program without completing the necessary research.
Nelson Miranda-Gomez was
riding his scooter around 8 p.m.
November 20 when he was hit by the
truck making a right turn onto South
Spring Street. He died of his injuries
a short time later, according to the
report.
The city received 10 cents per ride
from Lime for the pilot program,
which officials said would offset the
cost of policing the scooters.
Lawmakers Oppose Tuition,
Voting Rights to Prisoners
Republicans from New Jersey’s XX
Legislative Diustrict, Senator Christopher Connors, Assemblyman Brian
Rumpf and Assemblywoman DiAnne
Gove, say they remain opposed to
two bills recently considered by the
Legislature that would give tuition
aid to prisoners and voting rights to
persons on parole or probation.
The Assembly passed A-5823 on
Novenmber 25, which would remove
the prohibition on voting by persons
who are on parole or probation due
to a conviction for an indictable offense under any federal or state laws.
The Assembly also passed S-2055,
which would eliminate the statutory
provision prohibiting certain persons
who are incarcerated from receiving
state student grants and scholarships.
The three lawmakers voted “no”
when the measures were presented
on the floors of their respective
houses.
“Too many law-abiding New
Jerseyans can’t afford to pay their
taxes and don’t qualify for state assistance programs. Despite this,
Trenton’s latest stunt is to force those
struggling taxpayers to pay for the
expense of giving tuition aid and voting rights to convicted criminals.
Shouldn’t law-abiding citizens be
considered as more deserving of tuition aid to help pay for the increasing
costs of college? Do we really want to
give convicted criminals who are on
parole or probation for breaking the
law the opportunity to influence with
their votes public policies that might
make our communities less safe?
These are very serious questions to
consider,” the lawmakers said in a
statement.
“While completely misguided and
an affront to all law-abiding taxpayers, these proposals are on par with
the other extreme policies that have
been advanced by this (Phil Murphy)
administration, including sanctuary
state policies that provide illegal aliens
with in-state tuition and taxpayerfunded legal assistance for illegal
aliens who are facing deportation...”
the lawmakers said.
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and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

workers with employment and training services to help them keep or
obtain a job and have the opportunity
to advance in their career. When the
state evaluates which employers to
award grants to for these services, the
current program gives preference to
those who provide services or supplies to military bases, plan to train
veterans or are involved in the science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) field.
Manufacturing employers would be
expected to comply with existing program provisions, including justifying
why the funding is needed, explaining how many employees would be
trained and describing their plan to
improve their business in the long
run.
The legislation will now go to the
Governor.

MVC Would Require
Death Records to Be
Compared With Soc. Sec.
TRENTON — Protecting against
the identity theft of deceased persons, a practice also known as ‘ghosting,’ a bill mandating the chief administrator of the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC) to compare its database records with death
records produced by the Social Security Administration, and mark those
deceased appropriately, was passed
74-0 in the full Assembly on November 25.
The legislation, A-2606, follows a
2015 report by the New Jersey state
auditor that uncovered the issuance
of more than 6,000 licenses or identification documents for individuals
who were deceased.
The bill provides for MVC reviews
of Social Security Administration data
on – at minimum – a monthly basis.
Under current law, data review by the
MVC has been left to the agency’s
discretion and amounted to periodical receipt of data from the Social
Security Administration through the
National Technical Information Service within the Department of Commerce.
The bill now goes to the Senate.
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January 8, 2020, offices will remain
open until 4 p.m. on Wednesdays,
with typical field office hours from 9
a.m. until 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
While the agency continues to improve both the access to and the experience with its services, it is important
to note that most Social Security services do not require the public to take
time to visit an office. People may
create a my Social Security account,
a personalized online service, at
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.
Through their personal my Social
Security account, people can check
personal information and conduct
business with Social Security. If they
already receive Social Security benefits, they can start or change direct
deposit online, and if they need proof
of their benefits, they can print or
download a current benefit verification letter from their account.
People not yet receiving benefits
can use their online account to get a
personalized Social Security statement, which provides earnings history information as well as estimates
of future benefits. Currently, residents
in 40 states and the District of Columbia may request a replacement Social
Security card online if they meet certain requirements. The portal also
includes a retirement calculator and
links to information about other online
services, such as applications for retirement, disability, and Medicare
benefits.
Many Social Security services are
also conveniently available by dialing toll-free, 1-800-772-1213. People
who are deaf or hard of hearing may
call Social Security’s TTY number,
1-800-325-0778.

New Jersey Dept. of Health
Recognizes World AIDS Day
TRENTON — New Jersey health
officials are commemorating World
AIDS Day on December 1 with more
than a dozen events across the state to
support the more than 38,000 state
residents living with HIV or AIDS,
remember those we have lost and encourage residents to seek HIV testing
and treatment if found to be positive.
“New Jersey has made great strides
in reducing the number of new HIV
cases and increasing access to drug
therapies for both treating and preventing new HIV infections,” Acting Commissioner Judith Persichilli said.
The number of new HIV diagnoses
went from 1,541 cases in 2007 to
1,124 in 2017. Governor Phil Murphy
issued a proclamation to acknowledge the community-based organizations, hospitals, clinics, health care
professionals, advocates and community members working to help end
the HIV epidemic in New Jersey. Last
year, the Murphy Administration
pledged to end the HIV epidemic in
New Jersey by 2025. As part of this

effort, the department has been working with partners to promote testing and
link individuals with treatment and HIV
medications that are effective in preventing transmission of the virus.
New Jersey currently has seven Harm
Reduction Centers, which provide harm
reduction counseling and supplies to
prevent and reduce the transmission of
HIV and other blood-borne diseases
and prevent overdoses. The centers have
served over 3,100 clients over the past
year and distributed over 643,000 clean
syringes – significantly reducing the
use of used syringes among people who
inject drugs.
Between April 2018 and March
2019, 5,441 patients received HIVrelated medications through the New
Jersey AIDS Drug Distribution Program. Over the past year, the department has supported the testing of
over 74,000 people for HIV. The CDC
recommends everyone between the
ages of 13 and 64 be tested at least
once, and those at higher risk should
be tested at least once annually.
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Fourth Homeless Vigil
Slated for December 19

Social Security Expanding
Hours Offices Nationwide
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Starting
on January 8, 2020, Social Security
offices nationwide will be open to the
public on Wednesday afternoons,
Andrew Saul, commissioner of Social Security, announced Monday.
This change restores Wednesday public service hours that were last in
place in late 2012. “I don’t want someone to come to our office at 2:30 on a
Wednesday only to find our doors
closed,” Commissioner Saul said.
In another move to improve service to the public, Commissioner Saul
announced in his open letter to the
public at www.ssa.gov/agency/cossmessage.html that the agency is hiring 1,100 front-line employees to provide service on the agency’s national
800 number and in its processing
centers. The agency is currently bringing onboard 100 new processing center employees and approximately 500
new teleservice representatives for
the 800 number. An additional 500
hires for the 800 number will occur
later in 2020.
“Improving service is my top priority. Increasing full public service hours
at our nationwide network of more
than 1,200 field offices is the right
thing to do and will provide additional access,” Commissioner Saul
said. “The hiring of a thousand new
employees to provide service through
our national 800 number and an additional 100 hires to process people’s
Social Security benefits at our processing centers around the country
are steps in the right direction in our
mission to greatly improve the service we provide.”
Currently, a field office is generally open to the public from 9 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays. Beginning on
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SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER TO OURTROOPS...This is the fifth year that
Cranford Girl Scout Senior Troop 40071 has coordinated its holiday cards for
members of the United States military. More than a dozen troops, encompassing
the Daisy, Brownie and Junior levels, participated. In addition to card making
there were raffles, dancing, singing and team building games.

Girl Scout Troops Create
Holiday Cards for Troops
CRANFORD – Members of the
Girl Scouts of Cranford (Service Unit
48) kicked off the holiday season by
creating hundreds of holiday cards
for members of the United States
military.
More than a dozen troops encompassing the Daisy, Brownie and Junior levels gathered at the Cranford
Community Center on November
16 for the “Cards for Troops” event
to craft handmade cards which were
filled with well wishes and gratitude. At least a dozen more Cranford
troops made cards at their own meetings to contribute to the project.
The cards will be delivered to all
branches of the military serving
overseas.
This is the fifth year that Girl Scout
Senior Troop 40071 has coordinated
this event, which has grown to the
point of filling two sessions this year.
In addition to card making there were
raffles, dancing, singing and team
building games. The following Girl
Scout Troops participated in the community service event: Daisy Troops
40042, 40334, 40511, 40558, 40826,
and 40886; Brownie Troops 40376,
40455, and 40844; and Junior Troops
40013, 40098, 40194, 40665, 40836,
and 40686.
“We are so proud of how this event
has grown. It began with making cards
with one younger troop, and as it got
bigger the Troop wanted to add teambuilding activities, then a raffle, and
now it is a day-long event that produces close to 300 holiday cards for
both active service military and veteran groups,” explained Mrs. Lauren
Ramsay, leader of Troop 40071. “This

event supports the ideals of Girl Scout
as it provides the troop the opportunity to exercise skills of leadership,
collaboration, organization, follow
through, and community outreach.
One of the best parts is when the troop
reads out loud some ‘thank you’ letters from military recipients because
hearing the writers’ voices affirms for
everyone in the room that the activity
at hand does lead to the outcome we
all want – that these cards will bring
some holiday cheer to members of
our military who may not be with
their families this season and that we
are indeed thinking of them and honoring their sacrifices.”
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

RAHWAY — A group of non-profit
agencies and interfaith congregations
will gather at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Rahway on Thursday, December 19, at 7 p.m. for the
fourth annual Homeless Memorial
Vigil.
This event, which is open to the
public, is held on the eve of the day
with the least amount of daylight and
the longest night, December 20. The
day has been chosen as a time to
remember all homeless people who
died on the cold streets or living in
dangerous abandoned buildings during the past year due to their lack of
shelter or care.
“More often than not, most of us
have the opportunity to say good-bye
to friends and family on or after their
passing and have closure,” said Pastor Carmine Pernini of Zion Lutheran.
“The annual Homeless Vigil offers
the opportunity to remember those
who die on the streets (or in abandoned buildings). Zion Lutheran embraces the opportunity to have a hand
in helping God’s children in any way
we can.”
The vigil in Union County comes
on the heels of the fourth annual
Homeless Sabbath Weekend to be
held across Union County held Friday through Sunday, December 13
through 15.
“This event is made all the more
important because there is no holiday
celebration for the men and women
who lost their lives trying to make it
to a higher place in this life,” said
Leonard Prentice, who experienced
homelessness in Union County.
On the night of January 23, 2018,
459 people, including 41 people
without shelter, experienced
homelessness in Union County, according to NJ Counts 2018, the
Point-In-Time count. The Homeless Sabbath Weekend organizers
believe that no one should be homeless for the holidays or at any time
of the year.
“The housing crisis is a humanitarian issue that we cannot ignore,” says
Geleen Donovan, executive director,
of Family Promise of Union County.
“Those of us providing homeless shelter and services witness the onslaught
of desperation in numbers that are
rising on a daily basis.”
The lack of affordable housing in
Union County has precipitated a crisis causing working families to become homeless. Due to cuts in state
funding, shelter beds are being lost
across the state and specifically in
Union County.

The loss of the Plainfield YMCA
shelter and the closure of Salvation
Army shelter beds in Perth Amboy
and some shelter beds in Elizabeth
forces families and individuals experiencing homelessness to live in their
cars, in storage units and in abandoned buildings. These individuals
and families are being abandoned and
forced to live in places that we would
all consider uninhabitable.
Simeria Dewalt experienced
homelessness in Union County with
her four children said that it changed
her life forever. She became depressed
and was suicidal while experiencing
homelessness. She and her four children now live in their own apartment
in Elizabeth.
“Now that I have an apartment, my
kids and I have a permanent place to
stay. Housing is my life line and with
it, I am able to raise my kids in a safe
place with stability and peace and we
have a place to call home,” Ms. Dewalt
said.
She is pursuing her master’s degree in social work in graduate
school and also volunteers for the
Family Promise Union County program. Her son graduated from high
school and her three girls are attending school.
“This year, perhaps more than my
previous six here, we at Zion have
seen an influx of people knocking on
the door of the church seeking assistance with rent, medical bills, and
food. Rahway has approximately 30
people who chronically go without
shelter living outdoors, sometimes
with small children, or in the train
vestibule, or behind super markets
which provide easy access to food
that has been disposed of,” said Rev.
Carmine Pernini.
“While the Homeless Vigil does
not solve systemic homelessness, it
gives people the opportunity to see
outside of their own life and look
briefly into the challenges of another person’s existence. The hope,
of course, is that we are so moved
by the vigil to act, provide relief,
and advocate for affordable housing and expanding the number of
beds in the county address Union
County’s homeless population,” he
said.
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Brightwood Park Should Be
Added to County Deer Hunt
The overpopulation of deer throughout Union
County and the rest of Northern New Jersey has been
on the rise the past few years, with deer spotted in
neighborhoods and along busy roadways, causing
accidents and putting drivers at risk. Seeing a deer
problem in Brightwood Park, a natural reserve at the
end of Prospect Street in Westfield, the Westfield
Town Council last week announced it will vote at its
Tuesday, December 10 meeting to approve a sharedservices agreement to join Union County’s Deer
Management Program. The county expanded its
program in 2018 to include cross bow hunters.
The 2019-2020 fall cross bow hunting season began October 1 and runs through December 31, with
the winter program running from January 1 through
February 14, 2020. The shotgun season begins January 6 and runs through February 3, 2020. The Westfield
governing body is seeking to have the county program
expanded to include Brightwood Park.
“The overpopulation of white-tailed deer in
Brightwood Park, the wooded area of the conservation center and the wooded area in the vicinity of
Delaware Street, Maryland Avenue and Grandview
Avenue has resulted in over-browsing of native
vegetation in the areas, damage to greens and ornamental vegetation and has created safety hazards for
the public,” according to the Westfield resolution
that is to be voted on by the council December 10.
The county’s website lists Lenape Park, Ash Brook
Reservation (located behind the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools on Raritan Road near
the Clark/Scotch Plains/Plainfield borders), Oak
Ridge Park (Clark), Passaic River Park (Berkeley
Heights), Hawk Rise Sanctuary (Linden) and Linden Municipal Landfill, Watchung Reservation (Berkeley Heights, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Mountainside and Summit), Elizabeth River Park,
Nomahegan Park (Cranford, Springfield, Union,
Kenilworth and Westfield), Galloping Hill Golf

Course (Union), Reeves-Reed Arboretum (Summit), Hidden Valley Park (Summit) and Linden
Airport as being included, along with Westfield,
county and municipal properties in the winter bow
hunt season.
The county’s shotgun season will include
Watchung Reservation, Lenape Park, Ash Brook
Reservation, Oak Ridge Park, Hawk Rise Sanctuary
and Linden Municipal Landfill.
“The number of agents to be utilized and the
number of days of operation are based on a goal to
remove 130 deer from Watchung Reservation, 85
deer from Lenape and Nomahegan Parks, 100 deer
from Ash Brook Reservation and Oak Ridge Park,
16 deer from the Passaic River Park in Summit, New
Providence and Berkeley Heights, 20 deer from the
Hawk Rise Sanctuary, and 25 deer from the Hillside
and Union sections of Elizabeth River Park and
Galloping Hill Golf Course,” according to the county
website.
At a Union County Freeholder meeting in September of 2018, Ray Szpond, Jr., president of the Union
County chapter of the New Jersey State Federation
of Sportmen’s Clubs, said the archery component
was added because the shotgun program, which has
been in place since 1994, “has been ineffective” as
the deer population per square mile “has dramatically increased,” with more deer-vehicle accidents
and more Lyme disease cases reported.
We believe the expansion of the deer hunt was
necessary as the overpopulation of deer has created
health and public-safety issues. We encourage the
county to have representatives attend the December
10 Westfield meeting to address any concerns the
public has regarding the hunt, as were brought up at
the November 26 council meeting.
In addition, the freeholders have meetings scheduled for Thursdays, December 6 and 19, where
residents can comment on this or any other issue.

Board, Commission Volunteers
Help Shape Their Town’s Future
We periodically highlight in the pages of our newspapers the vital role that volunteers play in all aspects of
community life. Among their ranks are volunteer
firefighters and rescue squad members, those who donate their time to schools, civic and charitable organizations, and those who share their time and talents by
serving on local boards, commissions and councils.
With the start of the new year now less than one month
away, the leaders of our area towns are not only preparing for transitions among elected officials during annual
reorganizations, but also seeking to fill vacancies on
these various municipal entities.
These groups range from planning and zoning boards
of adjustment, to health, architectural review and
library boards, to recreation, historic preservation,
environmental and shade tree commissions, to offer
just a sampling. All render critical decisions throughout each year on issues impacting land use, public
health, community services and so much more. They
do so through the collective knowledge, expertise and
dedication of local residents willing to serve on them.
In a press release published in last week’s edition,
the Town of Westfield announced the launch of its
2020 call for volunteers to fill prospective openings.
Interested persons are invited to visit westfieldnj.gov/
volunteer for complete descriptions of these munici-

pal bodies and to submit an application. Beyond
service to boards and commissions, the town also
hopes to attract volunteers interested in planning and
staging Westfield’s celebration of its 300th anniversary in 2020 — a major milestone that will require a
diversity of talents.
Neighboring municipalities likewise currently are in
the process of filling vacancies, as was noted during the
November 26 meeting of the Fanwood Recreation Commission, when three borough residents expressed interest in serving on the commission in the new year.
The residents of the communities we cover possess a
wealth of professional experience — coupled with a
personal commitment to the towns they call home —
and many are ideal candidates to serve on municipal
boards and commissions or in similar capacities. We
encourage those individuals with the time and ability to
do so to check out their municipality’s website for more
information on these various groups and their functions.
Vacancies typically are filled through mayoral appointment and involve multi-year terms.
As with any category of volunteerism, sitting on
municipal bodies requires attendance at meetings plus
related duties. However, such service also can offer
rewarding opportunities for residents to help shape the
present and the future right where they live.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

Letters to the Editor
Today Is World Press Freedom Day;
We Support Your Right To Write
by Media Admin

On World Press Freedom Day, the
National Society of Newspaper Columnists stands in solidarity with journalists across the globe, particularly
those who risk their safety to tell the
stories the public needs to know.
Targeting of journalists happens
here in the United States as well. The
Committee to Protect Journalists reports that 11 journalists have been
killed in this country since 1992; four
were killed in 2018 alone. Eight were
outrightly targeted because of their
work.
On World Press Freedom Day, in
addition to freedom of speech and
expression, we reaffirm our commitment to two more freedoms:
FREEDOM FROM FEAR – No
journalist should fear for their safety
or worry about reprisals for reporting
the truth or expressing an evidencebased opinion. Being contrarian is a
hallmark of opinion journalism and
we stand with those columnists who

dare to test new propositions in their
writing.
FREEDOM FROM WANT – Journalists should be paid fairly for their
labor and for the risks they take. We
particularly support columnists and
opinion writers whose craft is undervalued while news outlets jettison
entire opinion departments or lay off
so many columnists that the
department’s future is uncertain.
We understand that some of the
public has grown skeptical of journalism and we will continue to work
to maintain public trust in our profession, laboring under the belief that a
free press is more about the public’s
right to know the truth than it is about
our right to tell it.
****
Chandra Bozelko, Vice-President,
National Society of Newspaper Columnists
Nationally syndicated columnist at
Creators Syndicate

Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press,
Assembly, and Petition
The First Amendment
By The National Constitution Center

Passed by Congress September 25,
1789. Ratified December 15, 1791.
The first 10 amendments form the Bill
of Rights.
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.
“Congress shall make no law . . .
abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press.” What does this mean today? Generally speaking, it means that
the government may not jail, fine, or
impose civil liability on people or organizations based on what they say or
write, except in exceptional circumstances.
Although the First Amendment says
“Congress,” the Supreme Court has
held that speakers are protected against
all government agencies and officials:
federal, state, and local, and legislative, executive, or judicial. The First
Amendment does not protect speakers, however, against private individuals or organizations, such as private
employers, private colleges, or private
landowners. The First Amendment restrains only the government.
The Supreme Court has interpreted
“speech” and “press” broadly as covering not only talking, writing, and
printing, but also broadcasting, using
the Internet, and other forms of expression. The freedom of speech also
applies to symbolic expression, such
as displaying flags, burning flags, wearing armbands, burning crosses, and
the like.
The Supreme Court has held that
restrictions on speech because of its
content — that is, when the government targets the speaker’s message —
generally violate the First Amendment.
Laws that prohibit people from criticizing a war, opposing abortion, or
advocating high taxes are examples of
unconstitutional content-based restrictions. Such laws are thought to be
especially problematic because they
distort public debate and contradict a
basic principle of self-governance: that
the government cannot be trusted to
decide what ideas or information “the
people” should be allowed to hear.
There are generally three situations
in which the government can constitutionally restrict speech under a less
demanding standard.
1. In some circumstances, the Supreme Court has held that certain types
of speech are of only “low” First
Amendment value, such as:
a. Defamation: False statements that
damage a person’s reputations can lead
to civil liability (and even to criminal
punishment), especially when the
speaker deliberately lied or said things
they knew were likely false. New York
Times v. Sullivan (1964).
b. True threats: Threats to commit a
crime (for example, “I’ll kill you if you
don’t give me your money”) can be
punished. Watts v. United States (1969).
c. “Fighting words”: Face-to-face
personal insults that are likely to lead
to an immediate fight are punishable.
Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire (1942).
But this does not include political statements that offend others and provoke
them to violence. For example, civil
rights or anti-abortion protesters cannot be silenced merely because passersby respond violently to their speech.
Cox v. Louisiana (1965).
d. Obscenity: Hard-core, highly
sexually explicit pornography is not
protected by the First Amendment.
Miller v. California (1973). In practice, however, the government rarely
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
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Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

prosecutes online distributors of such
material.
e. Child pornography: Photographs
or videos involving actual children
engaging in sexual conduct are punishable, because allowing such materials would create an incentive to sexually abuse children in order to produce
such material. New York v. Ferber
(1982).
f. Commercial advertising: Speech
advertising a product or service is constitutionally protected, but not as much
as other speech. For instance, the government may ban misleading commercial advertising, but it generally
can’t ban misleading political speech.
Virginia Pharmacy v. Virginia Citizens Council (1976).
Outside these narrow categories of
“low” value speech, most other content-based restrictions on speech are
presumptively unconstitutional. Even
entertainment, vulgarity, “hate speech”
(bigoted speech about particular races,
religions, sexual orientations, and the
like), blasphemy (speech that offends
people’s religious sensibilities), and
violent video games are protected by
the First Amendment. The Supreme
Court has generally been very reluctant to expand the list of “low” value
categories of speech.
2. The government can restrict
speech under a less demanding standard when the speaker is in a special
relationship to the government. For
example, the speech of government
employees and of students in public
schools can be restricted, even based
on content, when their speech is incompatible with their status as public
officials or students. A teacher in a
public school, for example, can be
punished for encouraging students to
experiment with illegal drugs, and a
government employee who has access
to classified information generally can
be prohibited from disclosing that information. Pickering v. Board of Education (1968).
3. The government can also restrict
speech under a less demanding standard when it does so without regard to
the content or message of the speech.
Content-neutral restrictions, such as
restrictions on noise, blocking traffic,
and large signs (which can distract
drivers and clutter the landscape), are
generally constitutional as long as they
are “reasonable.” Because such laws
apply neutrally to all speakers without
regard to their message, they are less
threatening to the core First Amendment concern that government should
not be permitted to favor some ideas
over others. Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. v. FCC (1994). But not all
content-neutral restrictions are viewed
as reasonable; for example, a law prohibiting all demonstrations in public
parks or all leafleting on public streets
would violate the First Amendment.
Schneider v. State (1939).
Courts have not always been this
protective of free expression. In the
nineteenth century, for example, courts
allowed punishment of blasphemy, and
during and shortly after World War I
the Supreme Court held that speech
tending to promote crime—such as
speech condemning the military draft
or praising anarchism—could be punished. Schenck v. United States (1919).
Moreover, it was not until 1925 that the
Supreme Court held that the First
Amendment limited state and local
governments, as well as the federal
government. Gitlow v. New York (1925).
But starting in the 1920s, the Supreme Court began to read the First
Amendment more broadly, and this
trend accelerated in the 1960s. Today,
the legal protection offered by the First
Amendment is stronger than ever before in our history.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Brose – A thick porridge made by
mixing boiling water or liquid with meal
2. Indaba – A conference among South
American tribes
3. Dermestes – A genus of insects
whose larvae devour dead bodies
4. Zel – A kind of Oriental cymbal
ZAPTIAH
1. A small globular vessel of polished
brass
2. A Turkish policeman
3. An Iranian liquid measure equal to
3.249 gallons
4. An Arabian swordsman
APRAXIA
1. Loss or impairment of power to
perform purposeful movements
2. Bending backwards
3. Inflammation of the oil glands of the
skin
4. Inflammation of the Adam’s Apple;
goiter
ZANDER
1. An abalone shell; an ear shell
2. A jewler’s gouging tool
3. Characterized by an ashy, white
complexion
4. The European pike
TATOUAY
1. The magpie
2. A large South American armadillo
3. A ewe lamb or ewe mutton
4. A slingshot

Season Show
December 14 at 4 pm, All are invited to
celebrate Christmas at a free, musical,
variety show. First United Methodist
Church of Westfield presents its third
annual Community Christmas Show with
multigenerational talent and aspiring
musicians from Westfield and the surrounding areas. The show features many
different music styles and genres including traditional, popular, jazz, and Broadway. Come for the fun one-hour show
and stay for some complimentary light
refreshments. For information on other
local holiday events, go to
www.christmasinwestfield.com.

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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2020 Census Job Fair Set Dec. 9
At Scotch Plains Library

REMEMBERING PEARL HARBOR...This Saturday, our nation will commemorate the 78th anniversary of Imperial Japan’s attack on the U.S. naval base
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941. The Sunday morning surprise
attack decimated the U.S. Pacific fleet. More than 2,400 American military
personnel were killed and over 1,100 wounded.

On behalf of the Scotch Plains Township Council, we invite all residents in
need of full-time or part time employment to attend the 2020 Census Job Fair
on Monday, December 9, 2019 at the
Scotch Plains Public Library (1927 Bartle
Avenue) from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The 2020
Census is fast approaching and the need
for a complete and accurate 2020 Census count cannot be overstated. Funding
for our community’s public resources
and our voice in government are all at
stake in our census count.
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking
to hire 64,000 people in the State of
New Jersey for a variety of positions.
There are field positions and office
positions available. The hours are
flexible and salaries in Union County
start at $21 per hour.
At the job fair, census staff will be
available to help with the application
process and answer questions. Appli-

cations can be completed online and
the Scotch Plains Public Library will
provide tablets for applicants to use.
Applicants can even use their smart
phones to apply. Census staff will be
available to help with the application
process and answer questions.
Once hired, you provide the U.S.
Census Bureau with your hours of
availability each week and you will
only be asked to work during those
hours. You will be paid for training as
well. If you cannot attend the job fair
but are still interested in working for
the Census, you can apply online at
www.2020census.gov/jobs.
Hope to see you on December 9!
Al Smith, Mayor (Chairman of
Census Complete Count Committee)
Roc White, Councilman (Council
Liaison to Census Complete Count
Committee)

BAGS FULL OF CHEER...Rake and Hoe Garden Club members display some of
the festive holiday gift bags they prepared for veterans at Lyons Hospital in
Basking Ridge. Pictured, from left to right, are: front row, Betty Gulino, Jeanie
Pelikan and Joyce Mullen, and back row, Marty Gulino and Richard Pelikan. Not
shown is Mary Foley Smith.
Courtesy Borough of Garwood

NEWEST ADDITION...Garwood’s new ladder truck was on display as part of the
Breakfast with the Mayor program hosted by Mayor Sara Todisco Sunday
morning at the Garwood Firehouse with special guest, Fire Chief Allan Tweedle.

Skate With Santa
Sunday at Warinanco
COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
county residents to Celebrate the Season at Warinanco Sports Center this
Sunday, December 8. Bring your
family and enjoy holiday carols, kids’
crafts and face painting. Families
can sit by the fire and dine in the
café.
Skate with Santa and his elves from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. This event is held in
three sessions. Tickets include entry
to the event, skate rental, hot choco-

late and cookies.
Tickets are limited to 325 people
per session. No tickets will be available the day of the event. All guests
need a ticket even if they are not
skating. These tickets were sold out
fast last year.
Session times are 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 6
p.m.
Tickets are available only through
pre-sale warinancoparkstore.com/
golf/ecom_v2/ecom.php.

Rake and Hoe Prepares
Gift Bags For Veterans
WESTFIELD — Every year members of the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield prepare holiday
gift bags for the veterans at Lyons
Hospital in Basking Ridge.
Once again, Betty Gulino coordinated the collection and delivery of
140 holiday gift bags donated by club
members. These gift bags are designed to bring holiday cheer to veterans who have served their country.
To learn more about the services
Lyons Veterans Medical Center provides and volunteer opportunities to
support America’s military heroes, call

(908)
647-0189
or
visit
n e w j e r s e y. v a . g o v / l o c a t i o n s /
lyons_campus.asp.
The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is
affiliated with the Garden Club of New
Jersey and the National Garden Club,
Inc. The club meets on the second
Wednesday of the month, at noon, at
the Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Membership is open to residents of Westfield and surrounding
towns. For more information, call Beth
Siano at (908) 233-4150 or visit the
club’s website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.

Old Fashioned Custom Cuts
& Personalized Service
Here's to Your Health

They matter
to me.
Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

I get it. Your home and car are
more than just things. They’re
where you make your memories
and they deserve the right
protection. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

OUR FINEST HAM
All Natural • No MSG
No Artificial Coloring • Low Salt
Tender & Juicy • Skinless & Shankless
Old Fashion Home Made
Quality Service Since 1939

1706814

389 Park Avenue Scotch Plains
908-322-7126

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

The Archive

USDA
Prime

DIVORCE MEDIATION

www. goleader.com

“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

A FRACTION OF THE COST
OF TRADITIONAL DIVORCE
Image by Getty Images

It’s Eco-Friendly!
Subscribe and Advertise on
Shine a Spotlight
on Your Business
goleader.com/form/bulletin

goleader.com
908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/subscribe

· Divorce Mediation
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL

1044 Route 22 W. Ste. 2 Mountainside, NJ 07092 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com e-mail: mrm@magaril.com
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Joseph Lopes, Family Man, Veteran;
Was Detective With Port Authority
Mr. Joseph Lopes passed away with his buddies in town, staying in
peacefully on Wednesday, Novem- touch with guys from “the Port,”
ber 27, 2019. He was 77 years old. and friendly conversation with anyone who would listen
Joe was born and
was topped only by time
raised in New York City
spent with his grandwith his brother, Sal,
sons. Listening to Oldand mother, Eleanor.
ies music was a longHe went on to serve in
time favorite.
the U.S. Army and then
Mr. Lopes was predebegan his career as a
ceased by his loving
police officer with the
brother, Salvatore Lopes,
Port Authority of New
earlier this year. He is surYork and New Jersey,
vived by his wife of 48
before marrying his
years, Marilyn. He is also
wife, Marilyn. They
survived by his son, Jostarted a family and
seph, and daughter-in-law,
settled in Cranford,
Kimberly, and his grandN.J., shortly after.
Joseph Lopes
sons, Joseph and Andrew.
He was proud of his
Relatives and friends were invited
years as an ordnance and payroll clerk
with the Army, and to be stationed to Joe’s visitation on Sunday, Decemamongst America’s best at Fort Bragg, ber 1, 2019, at Gray Memorial FuN.C. Over 25 years at the Port Au- neral Home, 12 Springfield Avenue,
thority was the highlight of his career, Cranford, where his funeral service
including achieving the rank of De- was held on Monday, December 2,
tective. In his later years, Joe cher- 2019. Interment followed at Holy
ished his time as the crossing guard at Name Cemetery in Jersey City. Please
go to grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
St. Michael School in Cranford.
Family and friendships were most condolences.
December 5, 2019
important to Joe. Morning coffee

Registration Now Open For
Literacy N.J. Tutor Training

Earn Big

CRANFORD — Literacy New Jersey (LNJ) has announced that registration is now open for its Winter
2020 Tutor Training classes. The tutor training program consists of six
workshops which will provide trainees with the tools and strategies necessary for working with adults in one
of three categories: English As A Second Language, High School Equivalency and Basic Skills.
The six required sessions for Winter 2020 will be held on Wednesday,
January 8; Monday, January 13;
Wednesday, January 15; Wednesday,
January 22; Monday, January 27,
and Wednesday, February 26. All
sessions will take place from 7 to
9:30 p.m. The classes on January 8,
13, 15 and 27, and February 26, are
scheduled to be held at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford. The January 22 class will take place at the
Elizabeth Public Library, located at
11 South Broad Street, Elizabeth.
After completing the training sessions, tutors are matched with a small
group of students from the growing
waiting list of adults who need to improve their literacy skills. Tutors meet

with their students in a public place,
usually a Union County library, for
two hours each week. Once they have
met with their students, tutors will be
asked to come back for a sixth session.
New volunteers are asked to make a
commitment of at least 50 hours.
LNJ provides ongoing supervision
and support to tutors in the form of
free Professional Development workshops on specific topics such as Health
Literacy, Learning Disabilities, and
ESL Conversation and Small Group
Instruction.
To volunteer, individuals must be
at least 18 years old, able to speak and
read English and willing to tutor in
Union County. Tutors do not need to
have any teaching experience and do
not need to speak a foreign language.
The training will provide volunteers
with techniques and strategies for
working with adult learners, as well
as sample instructional materials and
activities.
There is a $45 non-refundable registration fee to cover the cost of books
and materials. For more information,
or to register, call Literacy New Jersey at (908) 486-1777 or email
nlama@literacynj.org.

High Yield

Checking
Choose the checking account
that pays you a high rate of
interest to do your everyday
banking. Don’t let your balance
go unrewarded.

– Obituaries –
Eleanor M. Kalbacher, 94
Devoted Mother and Grandmother
Eleanor M. Kalbacher, 94, of band, Richard, of Yakima, Wash.,
Pompton Plains, N.J., formerly of John Kalbacher and his wife, Karen,
Westfield, N.J., passed away peace- of West Hartford, Conn., Katherine
fully on Thursday, November 21, Adelaar and her husband, Rick, of
2019. Eleanor was born February Scotch Plains, N.J., Jeanne Burdett
28, 1925 to George and Eleanor and her husband, Bruce, of Bristol,
(Fernbach) Fink of
R.I., and Ellen Lidwin
Brooklyn, N.Y., the eland her husband, Steve,
dest of three daughters.
of Chantilly, Va.
Lenore, a graduate
Lenore considered
of Bayside High
herself blessed by and
School, New York,
proud of her 15 grandearned her Associate’s
children. She enjoyed
degree from Queens
special relationships
City College in 1944.
with Christina, Joe,
She graduated from
Michael and Jenny
New York Hospital
Lidwin along with
School of Nursing and
Christopher, Katie, and
received her Bachelor
Anne Teitelbaum. In
Eleanor M. Kalbacher
of Science degree
addition, her grandfrom Cornell Univerchildren Nick Allen,
sity (currently Cornell/New York Jeff and Brett Kalbacher; Erin and
Hospital School of Nursing) in Kirsten Burdett; Amy, David, and
1947, specializing in the field of Fred Yarger were always in her
Public Health. While at New York thoughts and prayers.
Hospital, she met and married her
In addition, Lenore was blessed
loving husband, U.S. Army Lt. Jo- with seven great-grandchildren:
seph Kalbacher, MD.
Samantha Anne and Ava Grace
They moved their young family Reeves; Madeline (deceased) and
to Westfield, N.J., in 1951, where Emily-Rose Remy; and John,
four of their six children were born. Charles and Walter Yarger.
Lenore supported her husband, Dr.
Our beloved Mother will be reJoseph E. Kalbacher, in the found- membered for her cute smile, warm
ing of the Westfield Pediatric Of- personality, strong faith, and deep
fice. They raised their very active love of family.
family and pursued their dreams in
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
Westfield and at Caliban Lodge in celebrated for Eleanor at Our Lady
the Adirondacks until his retire- of Good Counsel, 155 West Parkment from his pediatric office in way, Pompton Plains, N.J., at 10
1987. Active in her community, a.m. on Saturday, December 7, 2019.
she was a member of Echo Lake A visitation will be held from 8:30 to
Country Club and served on the 9 a.m., with a Rosary service at 9
Westfield Board of Education. She a.m., at the M. John Scanlan Funeral
spanned and supported three edu- Home, Pompton Plains, N.J., (973)
cational administrations.
831-1300.
Having accomplished many of
In lieu of flowers, donations can
her dreams, Lenore was widowed be made to the Miller-Cory House
too early in 1990. She continued to Museum, 614 Mountain Avenue,
build friendships and build dreams Westfield, N.J. 07090, and The
in Allamuchy, N.J., Leesburg, Va., New York Hospital-Cornell Uniand as a snowbird in Boynton versity Alumni Association, Inc.,
Beach, Fla., doting on her Virginia Box 174, 1300 York Avenue, New
grandchildren and her Labrador re- York, N.Y. 10065
December 5, 2019
triever, “Charcoal.” In 2015,
Lenore relocated to Cedar Crest
Village where she continued to esBlood Drive Set For
tablish many friends and her lifelong enjoyment of Bridge.
Sunday at St. Bart’s
She is survived by her younger
SCOTCH
PLAINS — New Jersey
sister, Patricia O’Neill of Southold,
N.Y., and her loving and supportive Blood Services, a division of New
children, Margaret Teitelbaum and York Blood Center, has announced
her husband, Steve, of Sunset Beach, that a blood drive will be held this
N.C., Barbara Yarger and her hus- Sunday, December 8, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. It will take place at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains.
Appointments are encouraged and
may be made at Tinyurl.com/
GiveBloodNJBS using the group
code 07415. Walk-ins also will be
welcome. Participants are asked to
bring photo identification and to eat
before donating blood.
For information about eligibility,
call 1-(800) 933-2566 or visit
nybloodcenter.org.

GSWF to Host Talk
On Ancestry.com
WESTFIELD — The Genealogical Society of the West Fields (GSWF)
invites the community to join Elyse
Ross at its meeting next Thursday,
December 12, for a presentation detailing many of the interesting features of Ancestry.com. The meeting
will be held beginning at 1 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Ms. Ross lives in Warren County
and works as a professional genealogist, but one of her greatest passions is teaching others how to discover their own family stories.
As a professional genealogist,
she has the training, skills and resources to ensure one’s tree has
been researched accurately and
well, according to the GSWF.

• Free Checking Account
• ATM Fee Refunds
• No Minimum Balance
to Earn Rewards

Kasasa Cash
Earn an Interest Rate Above
the National Average

3.25

%
APY*

Balances up to $25,000

Start earning the
interest you
deserve today!

Support Local Journalism

with

Visit your local
Financial Center today!
goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Sara ‘Sally’ Tomlinson, 100, Volunteer;
Enjoyed Family, Painting and Travel
Sara Tomlinson of Monroe Township, N.J., died peacefully in her sleep
on Thursday, November 21, 2019.
She was born in Pottsville, Pa., on
September 7, 1919 to Rachel and
Millard Masteller. She always expressed her love for the “hills of
home,” and throughout her life Sara
enjoyed traveling throughout the
United States, marveling about the
beauty of our country.
Sara graduated from Bloomsburg
State Teachers College in Pennsylvania in 1941 with a teaching degree in
Business Education. She met Howard
“Tommy” Tomlinson early in her freshman year and they married during
World War II in Washington, D.C., on
July 2, 1942. They were married for 64
years before Tommy’s death in 2007.
Sara taught high school business
courses before her marriage and devoted her married life to raising four
daughters. Tommy and Sara lived in
Westfield, N.J., from 1948 until 1983.
Sara volunteered in the office of the
Westfield YMCA, as a Girl Scout
leader, and was active in The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. She was a
Sunday School teacher and had a
leadership role in the International
Gift Sale, which provided a fair trade
market for struggling international
craftsmen and women.
After moving to Southampton, N.J.,
for retirement, Sara became a gifted
watercolor painter. She won several
awards at New Jersey art shows. Her
family is fortunate to have these paintings as a remembrance of her.
In addition to her husband, Sara
was predeceased by two brothers,
Marvin Masteller of Philadelphia, Pa.

Kathleen O. Reynolds, 92, of Island Heights died peacefully on Friday, November 22, 2019.
She was married to the love of her
life, James T. Reynolds, until his
death on January 2, 1996. She was
a homemaker who dedicated her
life to her husband, children and
grandchildren, and is also considered by many who knew her to be
“the Grandmother of Island
Heights.”
She attended Duke University,
where she met her husband, and left
to marry him on January 26, 1949.
She finished her last semester at
Kean College and proudly received
her Bachelor of Arts from Duke
University on May 7, 1978.
She was a woman who worked
tirelessly in the background for others and did not like the spotlight.
She was a past president, along with
her husband, of St. Bartholomew’s
Parents Guild in Scotch Plains,
1967-1968. She worked on the St.
Joseph’s Endowment for Catholic
Education, Toms River, for which
she was honored at a dinner where
she was the distinguished honoree
in 2005, the only time she allowed
herself to be the center of attention.
She was a member of the Island
Heights Yacht Club and its Ladies
Auxiliary from the time she was
married until her death. She received
the Dorothy Hummel Memorial
Award for service and loyalty to the
Ladies Auxiliary in 1984. But one
of her most treasured awards was
from the Island Heights Junior Sail-

ing Association in 2007 in appreciation of her outstanding service
and dedication to Junior Sailing. In
addition to hosting junior sailors
for the Junior Olympics for many
years, she opened her beach and
pool to junior sailors who needed a
place to keep their boats or to cool
off on sweltering summer days.
Surviving are her children, Elizabeth Joan Reynolds Leahey, Island
Heights, James F. Reynolds and his
wife, Kim, and Philip E. Reynolds
and his wife, Marga; and her grandchildren, Ryan W. Keating, Mark P.
Keating, James Tod Reynolds and
his wife, Jennifer Wilson, David B.
Reynolds and Margaret Kelly
Reynolds, Margaret Kathleen Robie
and her husband, Jack, Philip E.
Reynolds, William T. Reynolds,
James E. Reynolds and his fiancée,
Elizabeth Ryan. She is also survived by two great-grandchildren,
Elizabeth Jane Reynolds and Isabel
Kathryn Robie.
Visitation was held on Monday,
December 2, 2019, from 4 to 7 p.m.,
at Anderson and Campbell Funeral
Home, 703 Main Street, Toms River.
A Funeral Mass was held on Tuesday, at 10 a.m., at St. Joseph’s
Church, 685 Hooper Avenue, Toms
River. Burial followed at St.
Joseph’s Cemetery in Toms River.
In lieu of flowers, please send
donations to Sailing Foundation of
Barnegat Bay and earmark for Ladies Auxiliary Memorial Fund or
Long Range Planning.
December 5, 2019

Local Cemetery to Be Site
For Wreath-Laying Event
SCOTCH PLAINS — The nonprofit Wreaths Across America
(WAA) has announced that the historic Scotch Plains Baptist Church
Cemetery has joined in the effort
to support the mission to Remember, Honor, Teach, as an official
location for 2019.
This is the fourth consecutive
year that the cemetery will participate in this national event. The
cemetery will join numerous locations across the country on Saturday, December 14, in an effort to
“Say Their Names.”
WAA is a nationwide program
through which wreaths are placed
at veterans’ graves in military and
private cemeteries to honor those
who served and sacrificed. Started
in 1992 with the laying of wreaths
at Arlington National Cemetery, the
program has expanded to more than
1,600 locations in all 50 U.S. states
and beyond.
Since the program’s inception,

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.
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Kathleen O. Reynolds, Beloved
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
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and Donald Masteller of Oklahoma.
She loved her family and took great
joy in each generation. Survivors include four daughters and sons-in-law,
Mary and Clarence Hickey of
Rockville, Md., Martha and Edgar
Underwood of Sanford, N.C., Ginnie
and Barry Mitchell of Scotch Plains,
N.J., and Sara and Steven Thode of
Cranford, N.J.; six grandchildren,
Mark Mitchell of Berlin, Germany,
Leigh Anne Hickey of Ashburn, Va.,
Elizabeth Hickey and Ryan Elewaut
of Flagstaff, Ariz., Amy and Matthew
LaLone of Melrose, Mass., John
Pritchett of New York, N.Y., and William Pritchett of Cranford, N.J.; five
step-grandchildren, Annie Thode of
Queens, N.Y., Ted and Erica Thode
of West Bloomfield, Mich., Betsy
Thode of Hoboken, N.J., Terri and
John Tirrell of Long Branch, N.J.,
and Ed Underwood and Nevine
Himaia of East Brunswick, N.J.; two
great-grandchildren, Juniper Elewaut
and James LaLone; and eight stepgreat-grandchildren, Turner and
Marin Thode, Gianna, Jaime and
Nikki Tirrell, and Kevin, Lauren and
Megan Underwood.
A Memorial Service for her family
and friends took place on Saturday,
November 30, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, N.J. A graveside
service followed in the church cemetery.
The Barlow & Zimmer Funeral
Home of Hightstown, N.J., made the
funeral arrangements. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that individuals make a donation to a charity of
their choice.

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,
child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
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WAA founder Morrill Worcester
has always asked volunteers placing remembrance wreaths to take
time to read the name on the headstone aloud. During the escort of
wreaths to Arlington National Cemetery in December 2015, WAA
Executive Director Karen Worcester stated, “A person dies twice:
the first time, when they stop
breathing, and a second time, when
someone says their name for the
last time.”
Ms. Worcester also noted that,
“We’re not here to decorate graves.
We’re here not to remember their
deaths, but their lives.”
There are 92 veterans interred in
the Scotch Plains Baptist Church
Cemetery, including several who
served in the Revolutionary War.
Through the efforts of American
Legion Post 209 and Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 10122, funds
have been raised to place remembrance wreaths on their headstones
and to say the names of all the local
heroes laid to rest there, to ensure
that the individuals who served to
protect the freedoms of their country are not forgotten.
The cemetery is located at 333
Park Avenue at Grand Street near
downtown Scotch Plains. The
wreath-laying ceremony will start
at noon. The public is invited to
participate in this program to recognize the dedication, commitment
and sacrifice of these veterans in
service to America.
For more information on Wreaths
Across America and its mission,
visit wreathsacrossamerica.org.
The local contact in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood is Joe McCourt. He
can be reached by calling (908)
377-9352 or via e-mail at
joemccourt@comcast.net.
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FUMC Invites Community
To Advent Celebrations
WESTFIELD — With the season
of Advent underway, the First United
Methodist Church Westfield is taking
a look at the gifts of hope, joy, peace
and love: how people can receive
them into their own hearts, and how
they can accept the invitation to regift these blessings to others. Everyone is welcome to join the congregation for worship during Advent Sundays, at 10 a.m., and for any of its
Christmas events.
FUMC’s worship service this Sunday, December 8, at 10 a.m., will
feature music from “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” as well as musical performances from children of the congregation.
The second annual Community
Christmas Show will be held at
FUMC Westfield on Saturday, December 14, at 4 p.m. The one-hour
show is free and will feature a variety of musical acts with light refreshments following.
The children and youth of the church
will perform the Christmas story for

the congregation during worship on
Sunday, December 22, at 10 a.m.
For those who feel sadness or grief
at this time of year, FUMC will offer
a Blue Christmas worship service on
Friday, December 20, at 7 p.m. This
service will offer space for somber
reflection and comfort for those who
feel alone.
All are invited to worship at FUMC
on Tuesday, December 24, and celebrate the birth of Jesus. Services will
include contemporary worship with
Holy Communion at 10 a.m., a family
service with “Birthday Cake for Jesus”
at 5 p.m., a traditional candlelight
service at 7 p.m., and candlelight with
Holy Communion at 11 p.m.
FUMC Westfield holds worship
every Sunday, at 10 a.m., with Fellowship Time following worship at 11
a.m. The church building is located at
1 East Broad Street, Westfield. For
more information about FUMC, visit
the church online at fumcwestfield.org,
on Facebook (FUMC Westfield) or on
Instagram (fumcwestfield).

CHRISTMAS VISIT...Santa, Mrs. Claus, their Elves and the Gingerbread Man
will welcome visitors at the Family Gingerbread Open House to be held on Sunday,
December 15, from 1 to 4 p.m., at Mountainside’s historic Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House.

Gingerbread Open House
Among Hetfield Festivities
MOUNTAINSIDE — The spirit of
the holidays, present and past, will be
celebrated during the Gingerbread
Open House at the Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House the weekend of December 14 and 15. The historic house
will be decorated inside and out in a
manner designed to exude the warmth
and holiday spirit of bygone days.
A Wine and Cheese Open House,
for adults only, will be held Saturday,
December 14, from 2 to 4 p.m. Light
refreshments will be served including wine, cheese/crackers, baked
goods and beverages. The event will
kick off at 2 p.m. with a visit from St.
Nick. Guests also will enjoy music
and plenty of holiday cheer.
A Family Gingerbread Open House
will take place Sunday, December
15, from 1 to 4 p.m. Families with
children are welcome to enjoy many
interactive events and projects. These
include gingerbread ornaments to
craft, mini holiday arrangements to
make, a guessing contest, mulled
apple cider and baked goods — all
surrounded by festive holiday décor
and live music by the Bagpipe Players from Governor Livingston High

School at 1 p.m. and Deerfield Middle
School Instrumental Music students
at 1:30 p.m.
Additionally, Santa and Mrs. Claus
will visit with children in attendance.
Parents are invited to bring their cameras/phones for pictures.
On December 6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 20
and 21, the “Village Shop” boutique
will be open in the Levi Cory House,
located next door to the Hetfield House,
featuring holiday décor items, ornaments, jewelry, gifts, crafts and other
curiosities – both new and vintage.
The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road), adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library.
The Mountainside Restoration
Committee is presenting these events.
The committee is a 501(c)(3) charity
and a committee of volunteers whose
purpose is to maintain the Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House, restore the
Levi Cory House and collect and save
historic information and items from
destruction. For further information,
call (908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.
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St. Michael Church to Offer
Service of Lessons-Carols

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty

NATIVITY COMES ALIVE...The Presbyterian Church in Westfield will again
welcome visitors to its Live Nativity presentation this Sunday, December 8, from
12:30 to 2 p.m., on the front lawn of the church. In addition to celebrating the
Christmas story, attendees will have an opportunity to enjoy caroling, refreshments and petting live animals.

Presb. Church to Present
Live Nativity on Sunday
WESTFIELD — The Presbyterian Church in Westfield has announced that its annual Live Nativity will be held this Sunday, December 8, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. It
will take place on the front lawn of
the church, located at 140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.
Area residents are invited to get
in the mood for the holidays by
joining congregation members for
old-fashioned community fun. Music Director Paul Sanner will lead
the adult choir members and encourages the community to sing
Christmas carols.
The teenagers will serve hot
chocolate and cookies and the traditional nativity scene will be
brought to life by costumed church
members. Playing an angel again

Cookbook Club Sets
Meeting For Dec. 19
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host its
Cookbook Club on Thursday, December 19, at 7 p.m. Attendees will
discuss and sample recipes from
“Wintersweet” by Tammy Donroe
Inman.
Each month, registered participants
choose, prepare and share recipes
from the selected cookbook. Members get together to sample the dishes
and discuss the cookbook. Registration is required. Interested persons
are asked to stop by the Reference
Desk to register and to select a recipe.
For more information, go to
scotlib.org, email library@scotlib.org
or call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204. The Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of the township.

Aging Services Kiosk
On Tap at Library
GARWOOD — The Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will be available
on Thursday, December 19, from 10
a.m. to noon, at the Garwood Public
Library. Union County Division on
Aging staff will be on hand to assist
senior citizens age 60 and above, or
their caregivers, with information on
services such as meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and support
services for caregivers.
The Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third Avenue. For more
information, call (908) 789-1670 or
visit youseemore.com/garwood.

Book Club Reveals
December 16 Meeting
GARWOOD — The Garwood Public Library has announced that its
Monday Afternoon Book Club will
meet at 1 p.m. on December 16 to
discuss “The Stationery Shop” by
Marjan Kamali. No registration is
required. The Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third Avenue.
For information on all library programs, call (908) 789-1670 or visit
youseemore.com/garwood.

CRANFORD — The Music Program at St. Michael Church will
present its 2019 Concert, “Advent
and Christmas Service of Lessons
and Carols,” on Sunday, December
15, at 4 p.m. The church is located
at 40 Alden Street, Cranford and is
handicap-accessible.
The acoustics of the church will
ring with the St. Michael organ and
choirs and feature the sound of The
Atlas Brass Quintet, a professional
performing group.
The concert will include the parish Adult, Youth and Handbell
Choirs and vocal soloists. Audience
members are invited to celebrate in
singing familiar carols of the Advent and Christmas season along
with organ, brass and choirs for this
inspirational event.
The parish Youth Choir has grown
and has maintained members to ex-

pand its program. The Handbell
Choir of children and adults is one
of the largest bell choirs in the Newark Archdiocese. The celebrated bell
ringers will perform several pieces.
“We are fortunate to have the talent of the highly-professional brass
quintet to accompany our choirs,
especially at this season when they
are in great demand. Join us in singing the joyous carols of this Christmas season,” said St. Michael Director of Music and Organist David
Bower.
St. Michael Pastor Monsignor
Timothy Shugrue and Parochial Vicars the Reverend Thomas P. Quinn
and the Reverend Sebastian
Valencia Obando will lead the Advent Biblical readings. A free-will
offering will support the music program. The church may be reached at
(908) 276-0360.

this year is “Miss Edith,” who is 97
years old.
Visitors also are invited to pet
the goat and sheep in attendance
and to feed a baby cow. Children
will have an opportunity to hear
the real story of the celebration of
Christmas with the birth of the
Christ child.
This free event is open to the
public. For more information, call
the church during regular business
hours at (908) 233-0301 or visit
the website at pcwestfield.org.

Presb. Church Plans
‘O. Henry Christmas’
WESTFIELD — “An O. Henry
Christmas” will be performed this
Friday and Saturday, December 6
and 7, at 7:30 p.m. each evening, in
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s Westminster Hall. The
church is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield.
This play weaves together a number of short stories written by O.
Henry. Told through a group of
outcasts who have formed their own
family in a railroad yard in the
1800s, the joy of giving and the
heartbreak of sacrifice bring the
message of Christmas to life.
Directed by Lisa Black, the production features a group of accomplished local actors. Tickets are
$15 and available at the door. Proceeds will help support FISH and
the Agape Soup Kitchen.

Journalist to Discuss
Money Island Struggles
SCOTCH PLAINS — New Jersey native and journalist Andrew
Lewis will present “The Drowning
of Money Island” on Thursday, December 12, at 7 p.m., at the Scotch
Plains Public Library. Mr. Lewis will
speak about how the state’s Bayshore
region has struggled to rebuild in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.
His book, “The Drowning of Money
Island: A Forgotten Community’s
Fight Against the Rising Seas Forever Changing Coastal America,”
chronicles the struggle of residents of
his New Jersey hometown to rebuild
their ravaged homes in the face of the
same environmental and governmental factors that are endangering coastal
areas throughout the United States.
Mr. Lewis is a contributing writer
for Outside and also has written for
the New York Times Magazine. Registration is recommended.
For more information or to register, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.
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SING IN THE SEASON...All are invited to attend the “Advent and Christmas
Service of Lessons and Carols” on Sunday, December 15, at 4 p.m., at St. Michael
Church in Cranford. The program will feature the St. Michael Adult, Youth and
Handbell Choirs and vocal soloists, together with The Atlas Brass Quintet.
Pictured are choir members from the church.

Holiday Gift Market to Be
Held at Church on Dec. 14
AREA — St. Thomas the Apostle
Byzantine Catholic Church will
host a Holiday Vendor Market on
Saturday, December 14. All are
invited to shop between 9 a.m. and
3 p.m., with vendor access starting
at 7:30 a.m.
The Holiday Gift Market will be
held in the parish center, located at
1407 St. Georges Avenue, Rahway.
This handicap-accessible center can
accommodate 60 vendors at each
market. Everyone who attends will
receive a free raffle ticket for a drawing of a special gift card at 1 p.m.
Vendors will feature gifts for
children and adults, as well as
household items, collectibles, toys
and antiques.
The kitchen will be open for both
breakfast and lunch. The St. Thomas chefs offer homemade ethnic
specialties such as stuffed cabbage,
kielbasa and sauerkraut subs and
pirohi with butter and onions, as

well as Taylor-ham-and-egg sandwiches for breakfast. For information, call (908) 723-2015.

Congratulations
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joyous occasion!
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KEY LEADERS...Charlie Compton and Emily Klag, vice-president and president, respectively, of the Westfield High School Key Club, display the Certificate
of Appreciation they each received from the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield
in recognition of their leadership and community volunteerism.

Mr. Reliable

Kiwanis Recognizes Leaders
Of Key Club at WHS
WESTFIELD — The Kiwanis Club
of Greater Westfield has announced
the names of the Westfield High School
Key Club members who were recently
recognized for their continued leadership and community volunteerism.
Charlie Compton was named Volunteer of the Month for September
2019. Charlie is vice-president of the
Key Club and has been active in Relay for Life, Fish Hospitality Network and a crafts/holiday party for
underprivileged children in Plainfield.
Emily Klag, president of the Key
Club, has shown her commitment to

the community in organizing a trip to
a local nursing home, preparing breakfast for homeless families being housed
temporarily at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, and attending
Relay for Life. For her commitment to
her community, she was named Volunteer of the Month for October 2019.
The Key Club is sponsored by the
adult organization Kiwanis Club,
which helps to model and provide
community involvement and leadership opportunities for teens. For more
information about the teen program or
the adult club, call (732) 382-5367.
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ATTEMPTING TO TIP THE PASS...Blue Devil defensive lineman Colin Freer, No. 11, attempts to deflect the Cardinal
quarterback’s pass. Even with his hand in a cast, Freer did manage to pull off a spectacular interception.

BREAKING INTO THE OPEN...Blue Devil quarterback Hank Shapiro, No. 10, breaks into the open for a big gain. Shapiro
completed two touchdown passes to bring his career amount to 51. The Blue Devils shutout Plainfield, 24-0.

SHAPIRO 2 TD PASSES (CAREER #50 & 51); ROONEY CAREER REC #100, TD; ALLIEGRO TD RUN, CZARNECKI TD GRAB

WF Blue Devils ‘Stuff’ Cardinals in ‘Turkey Day’ Classic, 24-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High winds may have kept the visiting Plainfield Cardinals in the game
for a while but it did not deter the
Westfield High School football team
from achieving a few milestones en
route to a 24-0 shutout during the
Annual Thanksgiving Day Football
Classic at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 28. In the
115th (not all on Thanksgiving Day)
meeting between the two rivals, the 74 Blue Devils, winners of the past
eight meetings and 13 of the past 14,
upped their record to 63-45-7 (see
breakdown in the November 21 edition) over the 2-8 Cardinals.
Senior quarterback Hank Shapiro
needed three touchdown passes to tie
Phil Martini’s season record of 22
and although he did complete a touchdown pass to senior John Czarnecki
and another one to senior Griffin
Rooney falling just one short, he in-

creased his career total to 51. Shapiro
completed 11 of 19 passes for 105
yards.
“Yes! That was pretty awesome but
all the credit goes to my team. the
offensive line, all the receivers, even
the defense got the ball back to me. I
am fortunate that I have a good group
of guys around me that I can get the
ball to,” Shapiro expressed.
The high winds definitely had an
effect on the passing game.
“November football playing on
Thanksgiving, last year was even
worst. This wasn’t too bad compared
to last year but we had to work together as a team and play through the
obstacles and we did that today,”
Shapiro said.
Rooney needed three receptions to
be the first Blue Devil to reach the
100 career mark and did just that, and
his 98th reception was a 15-yard
touchdown grab in the left corner of
the end zone in contrast to his pat-

ented touchdown grabs in the right
corner. Rooney’s 11th touchdown grab
of the season tied Jack Shirk’s record.
Rooney grinned and explained, “I
was thinking I would change things
up a little bit and say the left side
hasn’t been getting enough love lately,
so I would go on the left side. I said,
‘Hank! Check the left corner.’ “
Both of Shapiro’s touchdown passes
were facing the flagpole where he
could observe the wind velocity and
wind direction.
Shapiro commented, “The wind was
going the other way but whatever is
open, you got to get things done.”
“The wind was bad but when you
have a great quarterback, you don’t
really need to worry whether you are
going to get the ball. With a good
game plan, I wasn’t worried and we
got a good win,” Rooney added.
Senior running back Tim Alliegro
needed 52 rushing yards to break the
2,000 mark and 138 to pass Ricardo

MARTIN LED RUSHING, TDS; MANVILLE, YEAGER ON ‘D’

SPF Raiders Took ‘Giant Step’
Forward in Football; Finish 4-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four years it took the previous
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team to win just four games,
and all were consolation games. This
year’s highly improved and motivated
Raider squad under first-year head
coach Austin Holman not only won
four regular-season games but came
very close to adding two more victories, which would have qualified them
for the NJSIAA playoffs.
The 4-6 Raiders, comprised predominantly of juniors and sophomores,
kicked off their season with a home
game against Holy Cross. Superb de-

fense and adequate offense in the first
half and early in the third quarter put
the Raiders in the driver’s seat with a
21-0 lead. But hydration problems and
fatigue seemed to take effect afterwards and the Lancers capitalized with
success in the air, some trickery and an
interception, while their big running
back, 235-lb Nasir Abney, kept pounding away at the weary Raiders’ line,
resulting in a 30-21 Holy Cross comefrom-behind victory.
Despite the disappointment, the
Raiders recovered well and pulled off
a 19-14 come-from-behind victory
over the Carteret Ramblers in Carteret.
It was the first regular-season win for

the Raiders since a 35-20 win over
Warren Hills in 2014. This time the
conditioning worked out better for
the Raiders, who trailed the Ramblers
14-6 at the half.
Junior quarterback Hayden Widder
completed 10 of 17 pass attempts for
107 yards, which included a 30-yard
touchdown strike to junior wide receiver Christian Piesch, who finished
with three receptions for 68 yards.
Widder also had a rushing touchdown.
Junior running back Shawn Martin
carried 22 times for 118 yards, which
included a two-yard touchdown plunge.
After a 42-7 loss to the Cranford
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Johnson, who is No. 4 on the WHS
all-time rushing list. Receiving fine
blocking from his offensive line led
by co-captain Declan McCauley, Andrew Miller, Joe Muselli, Sean Maher
and Jacob Harnisher, Alliegro carried 21 times for 115 yards, which
included a five-yard touchdown run.

Johnson, now one of Westfield’s Finest, was observing from the sidelines.
The Blue Devils’ defense just pummeled the Cardinals’ offense, permitting 63 yards on 20 carries, which did
include a 39-yard reverse by running
back Casey Roberts. Twice in the
third quarter Plainfield threatened to

score but the Blue Devils answered
with a series of sack attacks and throws
for losses.
With the help of a wind blown punt
by Westfield that carried the ball backwards and a 34-yard reception by
wide receiver Tyejuan Taylor, the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CO-CAPTAINS - SCANLAN, SILBER, COMPOSTO, HOERLE

Blue Devil Matmen Looking
To Do Very ‘Special’ Things
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Weak spots in the lineup will be very
difficult to find for this year’s Westfield
High School wrestling team that returns all but three of its starters plus
several competitors with adequate varsity experience not to mention a “Murderers Row” that begins at 106-lbs.
“Expectations are high,” Blue Devil

Head Coach Glen Kurz expressed.
“In the off-season these kids spent
their summer in this room getting
better. They are just an awesome group
of kids. They are hungry. They know
what they want to do. Now it’s just
going to be a question of whether they
continue to do the things they’ve done.
They put themselves in a position
where they can do some special things.

Now it’s for them to see it through and
really do it,”
Last year the Blue Devils began on
the right track by overwhelmingly
winning the Roselle Park Tournament
(RPT) and claiming six individual
champions. The Blue Devils were
favored to grab top honors for the
Union County Tournament (UCT) title
but were stunned by the Cranford
Cougars, who won it for the fifth year
in a row, As the second seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 Tournament the Blue Devils came up short,
36-25, to top-seeded Watchung Hills.
The Blue Devils recovered well to
dominate the District 14 Tournament
and claim five individual champions,
five second places and a third place.
At the Region 4 Tournament, the Blue
Devils claimed two individual champions and one fourth place to send
three matmen to the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City (AC) where one
wrestler placed third.
“We had a nice year last year. We
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST JUNIORS TO REACH 100...During the Region 4 Championships last
year, Blue Devils Luke Hoerle, left, and CJ Composto became the first juniors in
WHS history to reach career 100 victories.
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David B. Corbin (fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDERS’ LEADING SCORER...Junior running back Shawn Martin, No. 3, led the team in rushing with 1,375 yards,
which included 10 touchdowns. He also had 315 yards receiving, including three touchdowns, and added a 92-yard kickoff
return for a touchdown.
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ABBY McKINNEY, ERIN McANDREW, CESTERO LEAD WAY

Lady Blue Devil Swimmers
Are Ready To Make ‘Waves’
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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David B. Corbin (Fall 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHARE OF THE UCT CROWN...The Westfield Blue Devils, in blue, and the Cranford Cougars battled to a 2-2 tie to earn
a share of the Union County Tournament Championship.

DOBOSIEWICZ, MARTINEZ, SHERMAN LED IN OFFENSE

Lady Blue Devils Gained Share
Of UCT Crown; Finish 10-4-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Proving themselves daily was the
motto of the Westfield High School
girls soccer team this season. The
Lady Blue Devils’ schedule featured
showdowns with a large number of
Top-20 teams and the result was a 104-6 record and a share of the Union
County Tournament (UCT) crown
with the No. 7 Cranford Cougars.
The Lady Blue Devils’ philosophy
this season was conveyed by Head
Coach Alex Schmidt. “All year we’ve
been preaching this idea of ‘Day 1’.
To us ‘Day 1’ means that every day is
a new day to prove yourself to your
teammates, to the coaching staff and
for our team to prove themselves to
the county and to the state. Every day
we start with positive thoughts like, ‘I
am the best. I will do it. I will take
action. I will test my limits. Today I
will dominate.’ Each new day is a day
to remember why you started in the
first place. And for the team to always
remember that ‘someday’ is not a day
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of the week.”
The Blue Devils’ four losses came
at the feet of just two teams — No. 5
(as of November 12) Scotch PlainsFanwood (3-1, 4-0) and Cranford (21, 1-0).
“If anything, this team has proven
to be resilient and has proven timeand-time again what can be done
with a growth mindset. Eleven of our
20 games were against Top 20 opponents, which included SPF (4 times),
Cranford (3 times), Livingston, East
Brunswick, Ridgewood, Kearny and
Oak Knoll,” Coach Schmidt pointed
out.
One sure proof of how resilient the
Lady Blue Devils were came in the
UCT semifinal round against the SPF
Raiders, who had a 1-0 lead until
senior co-captain Faith Dobosiewicz
knotted the score, sending the game
into overtime and then into a penalty
kick shootout. The first four Raiders
could only make good on two penalty kicks, while freshman Alyssa
Martinez and seniors Riley Ciarletta
and Sofia Carayannopoulos sank the
first three for the Blue Devils then
with Dobosiewicz waiting in the
wings, junior Julia Weinstein
clinched advancement to the UCT
finals when she nailed her penalty
kick.
“The best week ever? Maybe, but
certainly one of the more memorable
weeks we’ve ever had in the history
of our program. For our team to go
down 0-1 in the second half versus
Scotch Plains and not to just give up
knowing SPF’s history in the UCT
tournament is impressive. But then,
to go forth and tie the game up and
then move on after the shootout was
pretty incredible,” Coach Schmidt
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expressed.
The glory was not over yet. The
Blue Devils faced the top-seeded
Cougars for the UCT crown and were
trailing, 2-0, entering the second half.
Then came the powerful left foot of
Dobosiewicz who hammered a long
shot from 35-yards out and just out
of the reach of keeper Amanda Vath.
Next Dobosiewicz blasted another
long shot into the box where
Weinstein connected to tie the score.
After two overtime periods and a
near goal by Dobosiewicz at the
buzzer, the Cougars and the Blue
Devils shared the title.
“Just as incredible was our comeback versus Cranford in the UCT
finals. We kept preaching at halftime
that all we needed was one goal and
the game and momentum would shift
in our favor. We moved some players
around, kept a positive mindset and
what you get is a comeback for the
ages. The only way the week gets
better is if Faith scores the last second flurry in front of Cranford’s net
at the end of overtime,” Coach
Schmidt explained.
The Blue Devils had three solid
co-captains with Dobosiewicz, and
defensive backs Carayannopoulos
and Carly Sherman.
“We were blessed to have strong
leadership. Faith (Dobosiewicz),
Sofia (Carayannopulus) and Carly
Sherman led extremely well as captains. Unfortunately Carly contracted
mono midway through the season
and we unfortunately went into the
biggest games of the season without
her on the field. Faith and Sofia were
definitely our performance leaders
and when we needed their great play
they delivered time-and-time again.
However, what can’t be ignored is
how the other seniors stepped up at
different moments throughout the
season,” Coach Schmidt pointed out.
Although she primarily defended
in the back, Dobosiewicz would on
occasions, shoot forward and launch
dangerous shots toward the opponents’ goal. Dobosiewicz led the team
with eight goals, while adding a pair
of assists. Martinez netted seven
goals and added seven assists and
sophomore Ellie Sherman scored six
goals and had two assists.
“Alyssa (Martinez) had a great
rookie season. Anytime any player
can score seven goals and dish out
seven assists in our conference is
one in which we’d celebrate. But, to
do this as a ninth grader really shows
the level of which Alyssa can play at.
I’m excited to see her growth both
technically and tactically in the upcoming years,” Coach Schmidt said.
Offensively, Weinstein finished
with two goals and two assists as did
Ciarletta. Juniors Grace Lanza and
Amanda Cerrachio each netted a pair
of goals and an assist. Senior
Catherine Miller and sophomore Izzy
Gauthier each scored two goals. Senior Mikaela Buoscio contributed
one goal.
“The county will call us co-champions, but never in my 19 years of
coaching high school soccer have I
ever witnessed two performances
more indicative of a champion than
the performances our team put forth
during the UCT semifinals and UCT
finals. No matter the label, we are
county champions and the 2019 team
will always be remembered as such,”
Coach Schmidt concluded.

Union County championships have
proven to be elusive for the Westfield
High School girls swim team over the
past several seasons. After claiming
an incredible 22 straight county titles,
the last coming in 2014, the trophy
case has been bare. Last season
seemed like it would be the year the
Blue Devil girls claimed another piece
of bright, shiny hardware but instead
they were beaten out by Scotch PlainsFanwood (385-375) and had to settle
for second place.
Westfield also came close to claiming a sectional title, reaching the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group A Final before falling to Bridgewater-Raritan
(127-43). There is a feeling in the
water that 2019-2020 could be the
season in which the Blue Devils recapture the titles that have been just
out of reach over the last few seasons.
Although the team lost nine seniors to
graduation, including standout
Amanda Pyle (Fordham University),
fourth-year head coach Steve
Whittington feels like his current roster is well stocked with enough talent

to make waves.
“We return many fast freestylers
which puts our team in a good position
as the majority of the events in a high
school swim meet are freestyle. We
also return one of the state’s fastest
butterflier in Abby McKinney who is
in striking range of the school record.”
Last season, McKinney finished
fourth in the county in the 100-yard
butterfly (58.59) and only figures to
improve on that mark as a senior. As
good as McKinney is in the fly, it may
not even be her best event. Last season McKinney won the county championship in the 200-yard Individual
Medley (2:11.23). There is little question that the team will gain big points
from McKinney this season.
Also figuring prominently for the
Blue Devils will be senior Erin
McAndrew who competes in the
freestyle events. McAndrew’s absence
from the Union County Championships due to appendicitis may have
been the difference between a secondplace finish and a county title last year.
Senior Eliana Cestero returns as
well. Cestero was part of the 200-yard
medley relay team that took first place

in the county last season. Cestero
projects into the relay picture once
again as well as the freestyle sprints.
Fellow senior Marcelina Krowinska
was a member of Westfield’s 400yard freestyle relay team which won
the county championship in that event.
Krowinska will be a part of the relay
teams again, while also participating
in the individual breaststroke event.
Junior Julia McGann is a distance
swimmer who finished third in the
county in the 500-yard freestyle
(5:20.17). Along with McKinney and
Krowinska, McGann will likely comprise the core of the 400-yard freestyle
relay team.
Also returning will be sophomores
Emma Heinze, Vivian Jeckell, Sarah
Kennedy and Erin McKinney. Jeckell
was a member of the Blue Devils’
county champion 200-yard medley
relay team last year.
“One of the great things about
coaching such a talented group of
athletes is their ability to swim other
strokes as needed.,” said Whittington.
“I have such talented athletes.”
The Blue Devils took to the pool for
their first meet on December 3 at Union.

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE OF THE STATE’S BEST...Blue Devil Abby McKinney is one of the state’s best in the butterfly event. McKinney is
expected to reap plenty of team points for the Blue Devils this year.

David B. Corbin (Late January 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG IN THE 500 FREESTYLE...Blue Devil junior Julia McGann will be very strong in the 500 freestyle.

Raiders Took a ‘Giant Step’ Forward in Football
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cougars, the Raiders earned a 23-21
victory over Immaculata when junior
place kicker Akin Akinwunmi kicked
his first varsity field goal with :25
seconds remaining. The Raiders surged
to a 20-0 lead with their first three
drives ending in touchdowns. Widder
scored on a two-yard touchdown. Next
Widder spotted senior wide receiver
Justin Clark breaking towards the pylon and lofted a perfect toss that the
speedy receiver cradled as he crossed
the goal line. Martin followed with a
50-yard touchdown run.
Next, moments of glory were overshadowed by mental mistakes and
emotions and it cost the Raiders dearly
in a 33-21 setback to the North
Hunterdon Lions on Senior Day in
Scotch Plains. An early mental mistake cost the Raiders a 62-yard touchdown reception by Piesch and set the
stage for more mental mistakes, then
losses of emotional control at the beginning of the second half dug a deep
hole that they were unable to climb of.
Against the Lions, Martin (16 carries, 150 yards, 8-yard reception) returned a kickoff 92 yards for a touchdown then with fine blocking from his
offensive line added rushing touchdowns of 62 yards and seven yards.
The Raiders’ defensive line and linebackers came up with numerous throws
for losses and five quarterback sacks.
Junior lineman Kenny Yeager and jun-

ior linebacker Jack Manville, along
with senior lineman Nick Johns, sophomore Tom Schmidt and junior linebacker Alex Werkheiser were involved
in the majority of those throwbacks.
Juniors Meech Laylor and Piesch each
recorded an interception.
The Raiders then experienced a
crushing defeat to the red hot Montgomery Cougars but bounced back to
skim past the JP Stevens Hawks, 2120. Martin scored all three touchdowns
and rushed for 204 yards. Manville
and sophomore linebacker Isaiah
Nathaniel led the team in tackles.
The next weekend, the Raiders
evened their record to 4-4 with a 2120 victory over Plainfield. Widder
had a one-yard touchdown run and
completed eight of 13 passes for 70
yards, which included a 32-yard screen
pass to Martin, who took it to the end
zone. Sophomore running back Anthony Robinson gobbled up 57 yards,
including a 14-yard touchdown run.
The Raiders completed their season
with losses to Colonia and Millburn.
“We had some exciting moments.
We just couldn’t put it to Holy Cross.
We learned a lot for the future with
nearly all juniors,” Coach Holman
commented.
Martin led the team in rushing with
1,375 yards, which included 10 touchdowns. He also had 315 yards receiving, including three touchdowns, and

added a 92-yard kickoff return for a
touchdown. Martin also had three
touchdowns called back due to penalties. Defensively he recorded an interception. Widder passed for 915
yards, including 10 touchdowns, and
ran in three touchdowns.
Offensively Piesch had 21 catches
for 315 yards, including three touchdowns.As an outside linebacker, Piesch
recorded 26 tackles (23 solo), two
sacks, five throws for loss (TFL), forced
a fumble and had an interception.
Offensive lineman/defensive lineman Yeager (6-3, 250-lbs) recorded
45 tackles (38 solo), three sacks, nine
TFL and forced a fumble. Manville
(offensive line/middle linebacker) recorded 54 tackles (41 solo), two sacks,
seven TFL and a fumble recovery.
Sophomore free safety Matt Power led
the Raiders with 57 tackles and 44 solo
tackles. He had one TFL, two interceptions and one forced fumble. Junior
cornerback Marshall Young recorded
23 tackles (16 solo) and led the team
with four interceptions.
“It was a good thing! It came down
to experience. We had kids with little
varsity experience or none at all,”
Coach Holman said.
The good news is that the Raiders
will return nearly all their starters on
both sides of the ball and on special
teams, and that full year of experience
should pay dividends.
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SETTING UP THE TACKLE...Raiders Justin Clark, No. 2, and Marshall Young, No. 8, prepare to tackle the Holy Cross
receiver during the season-opening game in Scotch Plains.
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Blue Devils Stuff Cardinals in Turkey Day Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cardinals actually got a first down at
the Blue Devil one. But linebackers
Reid Colwell and Jon Heard recorded
a one-yard loss, co-captains Will
Kessler (linebacker) and defensive
lineman Colin Freer recorded a sixyard sack and defensive back Jordan
Ortiz batted down a pass in the end
zone on fourth down.
The Blue Devils went three-andout and had a short punt that gave the
Cardinals great field possession once
again at the Westfield 31. Heard and
Colwell responded with a stuff for no
gain and Kessler followed up with an
eight-yard sack. A penalty gave
Plainfield new life but Kessler and
Freer combined on a 12-yard sack
and defensive lineman Will Heflin
stopped the Cardinals on fourth down.

got towards the goal line. The whole
defense just gave back and everybody brought the energy. We were
really looking to get the shutout and
last game on this field, it meant a lot to
keep them out of the end zone,”
Kessler said.
McCauley, who also made huge
contributions on defense, added, “It’s
Thanksgiving. We knew we needed
to come out with a win. I didn’t play
much defense in practice this week
but I knew that I would end up playing
because Coach [Matt] Andzel wanted
all the seniors to end the game on the
last play on the D-Line. I ended up
playing a lot more than I thought I
would. We played well overall on
offense and defense.”
After Senior Day ceremonies for

second quarter. Mack Prybylski
kicked the point after.
On Plainfield’s next possession,
Freer, even with a cast, performed a
circus act when he leapt forward,
tipped a pass and while still in the air,
finished up with an interception to
give the Blue Devils the ball at the
Plainfield 35. Several plays later,
Daniel Hipschman booted a 31-yard
field goal with 7:21 on the clock.
According to Freer, “It hit right off
my glove. I saw it. It almost went in
slow motion and when I caught it, I
was nervous it might be called incomplete but I got up and saw a flag. I
wanted to make sure this was real.
They pointed this way [Westfield ball].
It’s my first interception in my career.
It’s a great way to end my career even
with a cast. I’m just getting
ready for basketball season
with that tip.”
Another overpowering
effort by the Blue Devils’
defense stopped the Cardinals in mid flight but a great
punt came to rest on the
Westfield 29. Alliegro made
gains of four yards and nine
yards then a shuffle pass to
Nick Martini added two
yards. Alliegro picked up
four more yards and Shapiro
added four yards for a first
down at the Plainfield 48. A
33-yard reception by
Czarnecki put the ball on
the 15 then Shapiro hooked
up with Rooney in the left
end zone for a 17-0 lead
with 1:49 left in the half.
After the third-quarter
heroics by the Blue Devils’
defense, Westfield got posCharles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times session on its 31 and added
DIVING TO MAKE THE CATCH...Blue Devil Nick Martini, No. 2, makes a diving catch of a 13-play scoring drive that
quarterback Hank Shapiro’s pass in the Annual Thanksgiving Day Game in Westfield.
included Rooney’s 100th
reception, a nine-yard grab
“Even though it’s just a Thanksgiv- the football players and cheerleaders, by Czarnecki, a 21-yard run by
ing Day, we always want a shutout. I followed by a rousing performance Alliegro to the five then Alliegro’s
am just glad it happened now, our last from the Plainfield band, the game five-yard touchdown with 1:42 regame. We wanted it the whole season. would begin. But adjusting to the maining.
It’s a perfect time to end it with a swirling wind was difficult for both
The Blue Devils wanted to preshutout. It feels surreal that it’s my teams and neither managed to score serve their shutout but the Cardinals,
last time in pads. These kids, Kessler, in the first quarter but late in the thanks to Roberts’ runs of 39-yards
McCauley, Hank, maybe even quarter, the Blue Devils got posses- and nine yards followed by a penalty,
Rooney, they will be suiting up in sion at their own 37 and drove to the got to the eight-yard line where the
college. I am glad that I got to play Plainfield 22 where Shapiro connected drive stalled and time ran out.
with them all,” Freer expressed.
with Czarnecki over the left-center Plainfield
0 0 0 0
0
“We really buckled down when they for the touchdown with 9:35 left in the Westfield
0 17 0 7 24

Junior Jon Heard missing from photo
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO HAVE A SPECIAL SEASON...The Blue Devil matmen are expecting to have a super season.

Blue Devil Matmen Looking to Do Special Things
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

did a lot of what we wanted to do. We
won our district, we won our conference, we did not win the county, we
did not win the section. Those are two
things this team has been pretty focused on. Really! Starting in April,
they were focusing on things that they
didn’t get to do last year. Probably
wrestled between 70 and 80 duals as
a team,” Coach Kurz conveyed.
Four-year varsity starters Luke
Hoerle, CJ Composto, Jeremy Silber
and Luke Scanlan have been named
as the Blue Devils’ co-captains.
“You can’t do better than that leadership,” Coach Kurz emphasized.
Last year, Hoerle won the RPT
(2nd time), UCT (3rd time), District
(3rd time) and Region (2nd time)
titles at 120-lbs and came up one win
shy of placing in the Top-8 at AC.
This season, he will compete at 126lbs. Hoerle’s career won/lost record
stands at 103-17.
Last year, Composto won the RPT
(2 times) and placed second in the
UCT but won as a sophomore and
took third as a freshman. He won his
third district title (Outstanding Wrestler twice) and won his third region
title. His junior year, he placed fifth at
106-lbs at AC and last year he placed

3 Kraushe Road - Warren

third at 126-lbs. Composto is expected
to compete at 132-lbs this season and
his career record stands at 107-10.
Hoerle and Composto were the first
WHS wrestlers to record 100 career
wins as juniors.
Silber competed at 132-lbs last year
but did occasionally slip down to 126lbs for strategic purposes. Silber
placed fourth in the RPT and the UCT
and placed second in the district to
finish with a 19-13 record. His sophomore year, Silber placed third in the
UCT and fourth in the district. Silber
will fill the 138-lb slot.
Scanlan began his season last year
at 160-lbs, took second in the RPT
and third in the UCT, then he dropped
to 152-lbs and placed second in the
district to eventually finish 25-14. He
placed fourth in the UCT his sophomore season. He will compete at 170lbs this season.
Senior Quinn Gimblette, who
wrestled a few key varsity bouts his
freshman season and placed fifth in
the UCT as a sophomore, placed
fourth in the UCT, 1st in the district
and fourth in the region to qualify for
AC at 113-lbs last year, finishing with
a 30-10 record. He is expected to fill
the 120-lb slot this season.

Junior Jon Heard, a defensive lineman on the football team, had a surprisingly fine season predominantly
at 220-lbs last year and placed second
in the district at 285-lbs, finishing
with a 20-15 record. He will compete
at 220-lbs this season.
Sophomore Luke Jacobs will compete at 113-lbs this season. Last year
he had a banner season, placing first
in the RPT, 2nd in the UCT and first
in the district at 106-lbs to finish with
a 26-10 record.
Other returning veterans will be
junior Anthony Ciotta at 152-lbs, junior Mike Price at 160-lbs, junior James
Greco at 170-lbs and junior Will Ricca
at 285-lbs. Sophomores Jim
McDermott and Jack Price will fill
the 182-lb and 195-lb slots, respectively. Senior Abdul Kharbootli will
also compete at 285-lbs.
A pair of tough freshmen, Ethan
Composto and Mike Murphy, will
compete at 106-lbs and 145-lbs, respectively.
The Blue Devils will begin their
regular season with a bang by hosting
Jackson Memorial on Friday, December 20, at 7 p.m. The very next day they
will compete in the rugged Delaware
Valley Invitational beginning at 9 a.m.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Devil’s Den

Big Central Is Jersey's
Latest Super League
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

photo courtesy of Tony LaPorta

CHAMPION INDEED...Rutgers University wrestling standout Anthony Ashnault
of South Plainfield pictured with boxing great Gerry Cooney was the guest
speaker at the Rotary Luncheon on November 5. Ashnault, a four-time New Jersey
High School state champion, discussed his wrestling career from early childhood
to winning the 2019 NCAA Division I 149-lb National Championship.

Photo Courtesy of Beverly Schaefer

ON-FIELD RECOGNITION...As a supporting partner of both Princeton and
Rutgers’ commemorative 150th football season, RWJBarnabas Health participated in an on-field recognition at Yankee Stadium on November 9 in honor of the
first football game played in 1869. Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield resident
David Mebane, Esq. Executive Vice President and General Counsel, RWJBarnabas
Health, Princeton ’81; John Lovett Member of the 2018 undefeated Princeton
team and current Kansas City Chief; Mollie Marcoux Samaan Ford Family
Director of Athletics, Princeton University ’91; Pat Hobbs- Director of Athletics,
Rutgers University; Marco Battaglia Assistant Athletic Director for Development, Rutgers University, Rutgers Tight End (’92-’95), All American and NFL
Alum; Kevin Weinberg- CFB150 Executive Director

Erika Muskus Lands All-Region Honors
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – The
postseason awards continue to roll in
for the Gettysburg College women’s
soccer team as sophomore Erika
Muskus of Scotch Plains was named to
the United Soccer Coaches Division III
All-Mid-Atlantic Region Team. Muskus
garnered first-team recognition, which
is her first career all-region laurel. The
last time the Bullets landed an all-region recipient was back in 2016.
The two-time all-conference honoree, Muskus, led the team in goals
(12), assists (five), points (29), and

game-winners (five), all of which are
personal bests as a forward. She finished tied for fourth in goals (12) and
points (29) in the conference. In addition, she tied the program’s singleseason record for game-winning goals
(five), fourth-best in goals (12), and
eighth in points (29). Muskus tallied
two-goal games against Lebanon Valley, Ursinus and Swarthmore and
notched two five-point games against
Lebanon Valley and Ursinus. When
she posted a point this season, the
Bullets went 12-0.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE 2019-14
AN ORDINANCE ALLOCATING A PORTION OF THE ANNUAL SERVICE CHARGE RECEIVED FROM BIRCHWOOD
DEVELOPERS URBAN RENEWAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
TO THE CRANFORD PUBLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICT
WHEREAS, on December 9, 2011, the
New Jersey Superior Court, Union County,
ordered the Township of Cranford to permit an inclusionary 360-unit development
at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue (the Property);
WHEREAS, the Township Committee
of the Township of Cranford committed to
reducing the impact that the 360-unit development of the Property would have had
on Cranford’s taxpayers through the large
increase of population consuming municipal services and public school district resources;
WHEREAS, on February 7, 2017, the
Township of Cranford acquired Property
and, on April 26, 2017, designated the
Property as a Non-Condemnation Area in
Need of Redevelopment, for the purpose
of developing a 225-unit inclusionary development on the Property;
WHEREAS, Birchwood Developers Urban Renewal Associates, LLC (“BDURA”),
has purchased the Property and been
approved for a property tax exemption for
the Project, whereby BDURA will make
Payments-In-Lieu-Of-Taxes (PILOT) pursuant to the Long Term Tax Exemption
Law (the “Application”);
WHEREAS, on April 10, 2018, the Township Committee committed to assisting
Cranford’s Public Schools with the impact
that the Project may have on the taxpayers
by distributing to the Cranford Public
Schools a portion of the PILOT the Township shall receive pursuant to the proposed tax exemption under the Long Term
Tax Exemption Law for the Project;
WHEREAS, only two other New Jersey
municipalities have made such a commitment to share PILOT revenue with their
respective public school districts, and those
municipalities have committed to sharing
only 5% and 10%, respectively, of PILOT
payments with their local public school
district;
WHEREAS, approximately 54% of assessed property taxes collected by the
Township are remitted to the Cranford
Public School District;
WHEREAS, the Cranford Public School
District has requested that the Township
share PILOT revenue in approximately the
same proportion as regularly assessed
property taxes;
WHEREAS, the Township Committee
for the Township of Cranford believes such
allocation properly balances the
Township’s fiduciary obligation to all
Cranford’s taxpayers to fund necessary
and appropriate municipal services with
the Township’s commitment to Cranford’s
Public Schools; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford as follows:
SECTION 1. Sharing of Annual Service Charge from Birchwood Developers Urban Renewal Associates, LLC.
A.
The Township of Cranford shall
allocate a portion of the Annual Service
Charge collected pursuant to Ordinance
2018-08 to the Cranford Public School
District commencing upon Substantial
Completion of the Project as follows:
i.
70% of the Annual Service Charge
received in the calendar year of the Annual
Service Charge Start Date;
ii.
70% of the Annual Service Charge
received in the first full calendar year following the Annual Service Charge Start
Date; and
iii.
55% of the Annual Service Charge
received in third, fourth, and fifth full calendar years following the Annual Service
Charge Start Date.
B.
The payment shall be collected by
the Tax Collector in a separate annual
service charge account and shall be due
and payable in the same manner as the
primary Annual Service Charge.
SECTION 2. Payment to the Cranford
Public School District
A.
On or before December 31 of each
year, the Township shall transfer over to
the Cranford Board of Education the
amount of the service charge allocated
and collected pursuant to Section 1 of this
Ordinance.
SECTION 3. Beginning on or around
July 1 following the fourth payment made
pursuant to Section 2, the Township shall
confer with the Board of Education for
purposes of assessing the extension, modification, or expiration of this Ordinance. To
assist in this assessment, the Township
shall request on each July 1st that the
Board of Education provide the Township
with the total public school enrollment generated by the Property for the preceding
school year.
SECTION 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon final passage and
expire on January 1, following the fifth
payment made pursuant to Section 2.
NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
November 26, 2019 and will be further
considered for final passage after public
hearing to be held at the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey on Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at
7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as this
matter can be reached. All persons interested will be given the opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of Ordinance 2019-14 are available in the
office of the Township Clerk, Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, during the hours of
8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $122.40

WHS played in the Big Central
Football Conference this past fall.
The Big Central is a merger of the
Mid-State 38 with the Greater
Middlesex Conference.
“The Big Central is two years old,”
Director of Athletes Sandy Mamary
said. “That’s why our schedule was so
different this year.”
The state is creating super leagues
– North Jersey, Shore Conference,
West Jersey – to better serve in the
football playoffs, where the ultimate
goal is to play down to a single champion in each Group size.
Westfield played in the new league’s
Division 5A. In the past decade, after
50-plus years in the Union Countybased Watchung Conference, the Blue
Devils have played in the expanded
Watchung Conference’s Watchung
Division, and more recently in the
Mid-State 38’s Watchung Division.
Here is a breakdown of the BCFC’s
divisions:
Division 5A: Elizabeth, Plainfield,
Union, Watchung Hills, Westfield.
Division 5B: Bridgewater-Raritan,
Franklin, Hillsborough, Hunterdon
Central, Phillipsburg, Ridge;
Division 5C: East Brunswick,
Monroe, Old Bridge, Perth Amboy,
South Brunswick;
Division 5D: Edison, New
Brunswick, North Brunswick,
Piscataway, St. Joseph, Sayreville.
Division 4: Colonia, Cranford, J.F.
Kennedy, Linden, Montgomery, North
Hunterdon, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Woodbridge;
Division 3: Carteret, Immaculata,
Rahway, Somerville, South Plainfield,
Summit, Warren Hills;
Division 2A: Bernards, Delaware
Valley, Governor Livingston, Hillside,
North Plainfield, Voorhees;
Division 2B: A.L. Johnson,
Metuchen, Roselle, St. Thomas
Aquinas, South River, Spotswood;
Division 1A: Bound Brook, David
Brearley, Middlesex, New Providence, Roselle Park;
Division 1B: Belvidere, Jonathan
Dayton, Dunellen, Highland Park,
Manville, South Hunterdon.
It will be interesting to see who the
Blue Devils will schedule in their
other five regular-season games. If it
was up to me, and it most definitely is
not, WHS would add Cranford and
Scotch Plains, both Group 4 opponents, along with Bridgewater,
Phillipsburg and Ridge. Linden has
been a good game, and there are other
long-time local rivals Rahway and
Summit. My senior year, the Watchung
Conference consisted of Clark,
Cranford, Hillside, Rahway, Roselle,
Scotch Plains and Springfield, with
non-league opponents Somerville and
Plainfield filling out the schedule.
LEFTOVER TURKEY
There were 35 Thanksgiving Day
football games in New Jersey – 42 if
you count the seven games played the
night before. Compare that with the
100-plus, maybe closer to 125, that
used to be contested on Thanksgiving
morning a generation or so ago.
And the Turkey Day games are in
jeopardy of losing more teams, as the
state playoffs have become a priority
for most schools. To play down to a
single champion in each Group would

mean starting the season earlier, and
keeping November wide open for
playoff games.
One of those games that could be
on the chopping block is Westfield vs.
Plainfield. But that didn’t matter last
Thursday when the schools met for
the 115th time overall, and 76th time
since the Thanksgiving tradition was

*Quarterback Hank Shapiro fell one
touchdown pass short of Phil Martini’s
2016 school-record 22, finishing with
21 this fall. That’s the only school
record Shapiro doesn’t own or share.
Among the other longer rivalry
games played last Thursday, Toms
River South downed Lakewood 34-0
in the 100th – and final – match-up of

Easton QB as he took a knee to run out
the clock.
MASSILLON IN FINAL
Massillon Washington defeated
Avon, 35-10, on Friday night in the
Ohio Division 2 football semifinals at
Byers Field, Parma. Both teams
brought 13-0 records into the game.
Seeking their first state championship since 1970, the Tigers will face
current coach Nate Moore’s former
team, Cincinnati LaSalle (12-2), this
Thursday night in Canton.
LOOKING BACK
There were no state championships,
one state sectional title (girls tennis),
and two Union County (boys crosscountry, girls soccer) titles. But WHS
put successful and always-improving
teams out on the field. The varsity

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CELEBRATING THE TD...Blue Devil John Czarnecki, No. 9, raises his hands in the air after his touchdown reception at
the Annual Thanksgiving Day Game in Westfield. It was quarterback Hank Shapiro’s 50th career touchdown pass.

started in 1944. Before a very good
crowd at Gary Kehler Stadium, the
Blue Devils won 24-0, and now lead
the series 63-45-7.
Highlights for the Devils included:
* Griffin Rooney caught his schoolrecord 100th career pass, grabbed his
school-record 11th touchdown pass
of the year, tying Jack Shirk’s 2016
mark, and finished with a schoolrecord 68 grabs in his senior year;
*John Czarnecki caught his eighth
touchdown pass of the year, setting a

the Shore Conference’s oldest rivalry;
Red Bank topped Long Branch, 21-8,
in their 97th get-together; Neptune
rallied for a 36-33 victory over Asbury
Park in their 91st game;
*Clifton handled Passaic, 43-6, in
their final Turkey Day meeting, although
the teams will play in the regular season
starting next year; East Orange defeated
Barringer, 26-13, in their 108th meeting; Roselle outscored Roselle Park,
50-36, in their 101st game;
*Vineland rallied for a wild, 27-26,

squads won 91, lost 39 and tied 11
times against quality opponents.
That’s a 70.0 winning percentage.
Here are the fall varsity teams’ final
records:
Boys cross-country: 11-0
Girls cross-country:5-3
Football: 7-4
Field hockey: 10-10
Gymnastics: 5-3
Boys soccer: 9-5-5
Girls soccer: 10-4-6
Girls tennis: 16-4
Girls volleyball: 18-6
TOTAL: 91-39-11

A Blast From the Past Date to Remember – December 3, 2015

Are You Minding
Your Business?
goleader.com/form/bulletin
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE that on the 25th day of
November the Zoning Board of the Township of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:
1. Application ZBA 19-010 – Continued to December 9, 2019, New York
SMSA Limited Partnership d/b/a Verizon
Wireless, T-Mobil Northeast LLC, New
Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, Union County
College, Applicants, requesting preliminary and final site plan approval, a d(1),
d(3) and a d(6) variance for a wireless
telecommunications facility. §255-37I(5)
and (6), plus numerous c(2) variances. A
variance for height where the maximum
height permitted is 70 feet, and 140 feet to
the top of the tower and 148 feet to the top
of the concealment branches is proposed
§255-37I(10)(a), a variance for setback
where the minimum required setback to
the closet property line is 185 feet and 112
feet 9 inches is proposed §255-7I(10)(b)(1),
a variance for separation from the nearest
residential unit where the minimum is 444
feet and 229 feet 7 inches is proposed
§255-37I(10)(c) and if so required, variances to permit more than one principal
use on a lot, for the continuation of the
existing non-conforming lot area §25537G(1)(c) and open space ratio §25537G(1)(e) on block 121 Lot 2.01 as designated on the Township Tax Map also known
as 1033 Springfield Avenue in the E-1
zone.

Charles Mulrooney (December 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENSE STEPPING UP BIG...Junior defensive end Owen Kessler, No. 64, and senior Mike O’Connor, No. 42, crunch the
Panther running back at MetLife Stadium on December 3, 2015. The Blue Devils won the North 2, Group 5 Crown, 10-7.

single-season record for tight ends –
Hall of Famer Gerry McGinley set
the old mark of seven in 1947 – and
tying David Kane for career TD receptions by a tight end;
*Tim Alliegro had 113 yards rushing, passing the century mark for the
seventh time in his career and becoming just the fifth back in school history
withover 2,000 for his career. Jack
Curry, Glen Kehler, Frank Kelly and
Ricardo Johnson are the top four, in
that order.

triumph over Millville in their 148th
meeting (twice a year many times);
Haddonfield knocked off Haddon
Heights, 21-14, as they met for the
111th time; Burlington City downed
Palmyra, 28-14, in their 116th battle;
*Easton (Pa.) edged Phillipsburg,
16-13, in the 113th meeting at
Lafayette College to capture the Forks
of the Delaware Trophy. The officials
had to end the game early following a
benches-clearing brawl that started
when a P-burg player slammed the

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
AMENDMENT

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
AMENDMENT

The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide engineering
services to the Township of Cranford. The
Township of Cranford advertised a Request for Proposal for Engineering Services through a fair and open process in
accordance with NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq.
This contract and Resolution No. 2019392 are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide engineering
services to the Township of Cranford. The
Township of Cranford advertised a Request for Proposal for Engineering Services through a fair and open process in
accordance with NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq.
This contract and Resolution No. 2019391 are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

2. Reorganization Meeting scheduled
for Friday, January 3, 2020 at 4 p.m. in
Conference Room 108 of the Cranford
Municipal Building.

AWARDED TO: Mott MacDonald, 111
Wood Avenue South, Iselin, New Jersey
08830-4112
SERVICE: Engineering Services
FEE: Additional Amount of $5,000.00,
not to Exceed Total Award of $25,000.00
DATE: November 26, 2019

AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856
SERVICE: Engineering Services
FEE: Additional Amount of $60,000.00,
not to Exceed Total Award of $145,000.00
DATE: November 26, 2019

Robert Bovasso
Secretary
1 T - 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $37.74

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

AND THEY’RE OFF
The WHS bowlers rolled a supersolid 3,022 to take down Rahway, 7-0,
to open the winter sports season. That’s
a great opener, since they had a 2,714
pinfall in last year’s state finals. Senior
Trey Rabinowitz had a 717 series (267
opening game) and sophomore Dante
Morales added a 616 (264 opener).
IN PASSING
Lowell Snare, a legendary sports
writer in Hunterdon County for almost 50 years, passed after a long
illness on Nov. 24 at age 74. The 1963
North Hunterdon Regional graduate
contributed five stories and much
anecdotal information to the seminal
semipro baseball book “Covered
Wooden Grandstands,” which is in
the electronic library at the Baseball
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y.
ON THIS DATE
Dec. 5, 1936: Captain Frank
Doetterl scored in the final minute of
an extra chukker to lift the Westfield
Polo Club to a 10-9 victory over the
112th Field Artillery of East Orange
at the Westfield Armory.
AROUND THIS DATE
Dec. 4, 1976: Frank Kelly ran for
128 yards, Bob McNally had 97 and
Owen Brand had a 59-yard punt return for a touchdown as WHS defeated Plainfield, 14-0, in the North 2
Group 4 championship football game.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
WESTFIELD
Tuesday, November 26, Christina
Martinez, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield Municipal
Court traffic warrant and South
Plainfield Municipal Court traffic warrant. The total bail amount was $1,150.
Martinez was taken into custody at the
Plainfield Police Department. She was
transported to Westfield police headquarters and released after posting bail.
Wednesday, November 27, Westfield
police arrested Erick J. Jovel, 22, of
Rahway at the Rahway Police Department on two outstanding Westfield
Municipal Court warrants, for a total
of $1,500, and several other outstanding warrants. The Westfield warrants
included a criminal warrant for $1,000
and a traffic warrant for $500. Jovel
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of bail.
Thursday, November 28, a resident
of the 500 block of Alden Avenue
reported that two of his motor vehicles
were stolen from the driveway of his
residence between the hours of 2 a.m.
and 5:30 a.m. Both vehicles were unlocked with the key FOB in them.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, November 26, a resident
of Essex Road reported fraudulent activity on a bank account. The matter is
under investigation.
Tuesday, November 26, a Pennsylvania resident reported a theft while
attending a wedding at a restaurant
located on Park Avenue. The matter is
under investigation.
Wednesday, November 27, a resident of Myrtle Avenue reported the
theft of her son’s cell phone from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
The matter is under investigation.
Thursday, November 28, Wesley
Giannobile, 21, of Clark was arrested
and charged with assault during a disturbance call at a Park Avenue estab-

lishment. Giannobile was transported
to police headquarters and processed.
Sunday, December 1, Franklin
Jimenez, 36, of North Plainfield was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
and charged with driving under the
influence. Jimenez was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
Sunday, December 1, a resident of
Donsen Lane reported an incident of
fraud. The victim stated that he received a call from someone claiming
to be from PSE&G. The caller stated
that the victim had an outstanding balance of several hundred dollars and
that service would be cut unless the
victim provided a credit card number.
After providing the number the victim
realized he had been scammed. The
matter is under investigation.
FANWOOD
Thursday, November 28, between
October 23 and November 28, two victims reported that their mail was stolen
from a drop-off mailbox located in the
Fanwood Municipal Parking Lot. The
Fanwood Police and United States Postal
Police are investigating the incident.
CRANFORD
Thursday, November 21, Stein
Thelusma, 27, of Newark was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2015 BMW was
stopped at North Avenue East and the
Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange
for having no front license plate. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the driver, Thelusma, for
suspected marijuana located inside the
vehicle. He was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Thelusma was
issued motor vehicle summonses for

Holiday Celebration to Be
Sunday at Nitschke House
KENILWORTH
—
The
Kenilworth Historical Society invites
the community to its Holiday Celebration and “Old-Fashioned Christmas” this Sunday, December 8, from
noon to 5 p.m., at the historic Oswald
J. Nitschke House.
During the festivities, visitors will
have an opportunity to meet and take
photos with Victorian Santa, tour the
circa 1880 home, authentically decorated for the holidays, and visit the
site’s Christkindlmarkt, featuring
handcrafted items, baked goods and
other holiday treats. The Nitschke
House is located at 49 S. 21st Street,
Kenilworth.
The Kenilworth Education Association PRIDE Committee is
partnering with the Kenilworth Historical Society to provide hot chocoPUBLIC NOTICE

late and candy canes for the event.
Admission is free.
Visitors are invited to bring, for the
Nitschke House Cultural Heritage
Tree, an ornament labeled with their
family name that represents their
family’s heritage/culture.
A Kwanzaa Celebration and Program, to be presented by actor and
historical interpreter Daisy Nelson
Century, will take place at the
Nitschke House on Sunday, January
12, at 2 p.m. Details will be posted
on the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s
website,
kenilworthhistoricalsociety.org, and
in other venues.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD CONTRACT UNDER
SOURCEWELL CO-OP PURCHASING AGREEMENT
Notice of Intent to Award contract under the Sourcewell CO-OP Purchasing Agreement
for the purchase of:
Purchasing Co-Operative: Sourcewell Co-op, Contract 081716-KTC, Truck:
Item:
25 Yard Trash Compactor Truck:
2019 Kenworth T370 Tandem Axle Cab and Chassis w/options.
Vendor: Gabrielli Kenworth of New Jersey, LLC
Purchasing Co-Operative: Sourcewell Co-op, Contract 112C14-LEG
Item:
Leach model 2RIII 25 Yard Rearloader Compactor Body w/Leaf Chute.
Vendor: Sanitation Equipment Corporation
Purchasing Co-Operative: Sourcewell Co-op, Contract 032119-CAT:
Item:
Versatile Use Bucket and Snow Plow Attachment(s):
Versa Bucket Model 200 w/ACS 2K/30 Coupler.
Vendor: Foley Inc.
Purchasing Co-operative: Sourcewell Co-op, Contract 032119-CAT:
Item:
Heinke Reversible 11 Foot Plow Model #36r11 w/options and ACS 2K/30 Coupler.
Vendor: Foley Inc.
It is the intent of the Borough of Fanwood to make an award to the vendors listed above
in accordance with their proposals.
Vendors wishing to participate for purposes of competitive pricing must submit
proposals no later than December 16, 2019. Submittals may be sent to the Fanwood’s
Purchasing Agent, Borough of Fanwood, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023, 908-322-8236 Ext 121.
Pat Hoynes
Purchasing Agent
1 T - 12/05/19, The Times
Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider
the continuing appeal for variance relief
from the requirements of Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.
C.F.G.R., LLC (the “Applicant”) located at 912 Bailey Court, Westfield,
New Jersey seeks permission to change
the use of the commercial office building
currently existing on the property located
at 214 Grove Street, Westfield, New Jersey (also known as Block 4803, Lot 2 on
the Tax Maps for the Town of Westfield) to
residential apartments. The Applicant also
seeks permission to construct a two floor
addition to each side of the front of the
building for apartment use. The property is
located in the O-1 Office District zone;
mixed use buildings are permitted provided that residential use does not exceed
one-half of the habitable floor space and is
not located on the first floor of the building.
The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. Section 11.22A.3 permits residential
uses on the second and third floor of mixed
use buildings; Applicant seeks permission
to have a residential apartment use on the
first and second floor of the building.
2. Section 11.22G2 permits residential
uses on the second and third floor provided that the residential uses do not exceed one-half of the total habitable floor
area of the building; Applicant seeks permission to use more than one-half of the
total habitable floor area of the building for
residential apartment dwelling units.
The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. Section 11.22E8 permits a maximum
building height of two habitable floors and
not more than 30 feet in height; Applicant
seeks permission to continue with the presently existing building height of 39 feet, 6

PUBLIC NOTICE
inches. The proposed additions would be
30 feet in height.
2. Section 11.22E10 permits a maximum of all improvement coverage of 50
percent of the total lot size; all improvements currently cover 60.5 percent of the
lot size; Applicant seeks permission to
have 64.4 percent coverage of the lot size.
3. Section 11.2E5 permits a building
with a front set back of 40 feet; the current
building set back is 34.1 feet; Applicant
seeks permission for a building set back of
19.5 feet.
4. Section 17.02B2 requires 104 parking
spots for a commercial building use; 30.1
parking spaces are required for use as
residential apartments; the building has 38
parking spots available for use.
5. Section 17.03C5c requires parking
aisles to be 24 feet wide; Applicant seeks
permission to have parking aisles that are
21.5 feet wide.
6. Section 17.03B4 prohibits parking in
the side yards of the property; Applicant
seeks permission to have parking spaces
in the side yards.
7. Section 11.22E.4 requires a lot depth
of 150 feet. Applicant seeks permission to
continue with the existing lot depth of 149.82
feet.
The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other variance relief from the
Westfield Zoning Ordinances not indicated
above that may be determined necessary
during the course of the public hearings. If
the matter is not concluded on that date,
additional public hearing dates may be
ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the Applicant by order
of the Board.
Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.
Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant
1 T - 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $91.80
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having no front license plate, suspended driving and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Saturday, November 23, Matthew
Coleman, 38, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI). A 1994 Dodge was
stopped on Centennial Avenue for obstructing traffic. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Coleman, for DWI. He was
processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition,
Coleman was issued motor vehicle
summonses for obstructing traffic and
suspended driving.
Tuesday, November 26, Nicole
Pellegrino, 28, of Sayreville was arrested on charges of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of a hypodermic syringe. A
2002 BMW was stopped on Springfield Avenue for tinted windows. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested a passenger, Pellegrino,
for possession of a hypodermic sy-

ringe and suspected crack-cocaine
found inside the vehicle. She was processed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued a motor vehicle summons for tinted windows.
Tuesday, November 26, John
Skokan, 47, of Perth Amboy was
arrested on charges of possession of
a controlled dangerous substance,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
possession of a hypodermic syringe.
A 2002 Dodge was stopped at North
Avenue East and Springfield Avenue
for a seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested the driver, Skokan, for possession of a hypodermic syringe, suspected crack-cocaine and suspected
heroin found on him. He was processed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date. In addition, a
passenger in the vehicle, Ryan
Sprague, 34, of Fords, was arrested
on outstanding arrest warrants out of
Metuchen.

Get Expert Reporting
on Improtant Issues
Impacting Your Town:
goleader.com/form/subscribe

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:
http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Westfield: 11/11/19
Erik and Corinne Zbranak to
Michael and Christina Mesi, 536
Coleman Place, $685,100.
Joseph Dougherty to Nicholas and
Maria N. Lechner, 554 Highland Avenue, $1,250,000.
Michael S. and Jennifer T. Jordre
to Kyle and Danielle Grato, 751 Crescent Parkway, $765,000.
Paul D. and Adrienne S. Brody to
Vinod Bhat and Neetha Nayak, 73
Nomahegan Drive, $750,000.
Toprak F. and Gulay K. Serhatkulu
to American International Relocation
Solutions, LLC, 6 Hampton Court,
$757,150.
American International Relocation
Solutions, LLC to Starfish Dream
Home Developers, LLC, 6 Hampton
Court, $639,000.
ARJ Development, LLC to Pradeep
S. Nair and Aparna Suresh, 628 St.
Marks Avenue, $899,900.
Angelina G. Cuccaro to Everett C.
Donelson, 652 Downer Street,
$375,000.
Robert L. and Sarah E. Santangelo
to Kunal and Stuti Khaitan, 542
Hillcrest Avenue, $1,625,000.
Colleen and James Kennelly to
Westfield Luxury Homes, LLC, 415
Wells Street, $380,000.
John and Dana Ryszetnyk to Daniel
Schiemel and Staci Wasco, 720
Fairacres Avenue, $869,000.
Gregory and Valerie Wysocki to
Michael G. and Megan B. Gennaro, 7
Woodbrook Circle, $550,000.
Michael and Kaitlyn M. Steffa to
Kenneth B. Schernekau and Jessica
A. Stagg, 912 Rahway Avenue,
$550,000.
Andrew and Amy Buck to Zachary
G. and Alyse M. Ferriere, 1007 Ripley
Avenue, $645,000.
Herman and Karen Cueto to
Michael and Siobhan Connors, 126
Tudor Oval, $700,000.
313 Belmar Place, Llc to Gopesh
and Preeti Desai, 313 Belmar Place,
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on Monday, October 28, 2019, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the following:
T-Mobile Northeast LLC was approved
for an extension of time through January
20, 2020, for the temporary sites on the
subject properties located at 1610 Raritan
Road, Block 14001, Lot 1, and 1371 Terrill
Road, Block 12001, Lots 4, 5, 6, & 7.
SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC was
granted Preliminary and Final Site Plan
and Subdivision Approval with associated
variance and waiver relief to develop a
228-unit inclusionary multifamily housing
project on the property commonly known
as the Parker Gardens site at 1325 Terrill
Road, formally known as Block 12001,
Lots 4, 5, 6, 7, and 24.
The Resolutions memorializing said approvals were duly presented and adopted
by the Planning Board at its regular meeting on November 25, 2019. Copies of said
Resolutions have been filed in the office of
the Planning Board and/or the office of the
Municipal Clerk at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, and are
available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/ Land Use Administrator
1 T - 12/05/19, The Times Fee: $29.58

$1,040,000.
Alison M. Stephen to Theresa
Hunziker, 704 Tamaques Way,
$445,000.
Rachel Fioribello to Jay Michael
Cook and Gretchen Elisabeth Haplea,
135 Vernon Terrace, $570,000.

Westfield: 11/25/19
Craig Tabatchnick and Cara Schultz
to Adam and Emily A. Boone, 643
Forest Avenue, $810,000.
Linda O. Baker to Craig and Cara
Tabatchnick, 1000 Wychwood Road,
$1,080,000.
John P. Baldwin and Denise J.
Baldwin to Matthew Pejkovic and
Lara Hathout, 335 Woodland Avenue,
$1,250,000.
Marie T. Duggan to Alexandra R.
Sanford, 622 Roosevelt Street,
$502,000.
Root Associates I, LLC to Westfield
Properties 19, LLC, 435 South Avenue, West, $2,350,000.
Michael J. and Dana L. Brauman to
Brian and Meredith Heath, 1055
Coolidge Street, $980,000.
Elise T. Maher (Palumbo) to Chi
Keung Wong and Ling N. Cheng, 953
Summit Avenue, $540,000.
Elshiekh Enterprises, LLC to
Herman and Karen A. Cueto, 855
Boulevard, $1,550,000.
Basil A. and Jenny A. Stepanov to
Mikolaj M. and Teresa Guzek, 623
Kensington Drive, $710,000.
Philip Scott to John Castellanos,
845 Village Green, $750,000.
Allison M. Stephen to Theresa
Hunziker, 704 Tamaques Way,
$445,000.
Prabbaker M. and Gopi P. Rao to
Amal F. Atta, 1620 Summit Avenue,
$532,000.
Martin and Kathryn Sheil to Vinnay
and Janine Mansukhani, 59 Bell
Drive, $550,000.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT on December 18,
2019 at 7:30 PM, a hearing will be held
before the Board of Adjustment of the
Borough of Fanwood at Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey on the application of THE ESTATE
OF BRENT AND MARIANA CALDWELL
for a continued certificate of nonconforming use as a two-family dwelling in the R150 Zone on property located at 211 Midway Avenue, Block 10, Lot 1 on the
Borough of Fanwood Tax Map which property is located in the R-150 Zone of the
Borough’s Zoning Map, and any other variances, waivers or relief the Board deems
necessary to permit the continued use as
a two-family dwelling.
The basis of the Applicant’s request is
that the property has been used and occupied as a two-family dwelling since prior to
the enactment of the 1954 Zoning Ordinance.
All documents related to this application
are on file with the Board Secretary and
may be reviewed at her office during normal business hours at Borough Hall. Any
interested party may appear at said hearing and participate when the meeting is
opened to the public in accordance with
the rules of the Board of Adjustment.
SCHWARTZ, HANNA & OLSEN, P.C.
By: BRIAN D. SCHWARTZ, ESQ.
Attorney for Applicant
The Estate of Brent and
Mariana Caldwell
3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840
1 T - 12/05/19, The Times Fee: $34.17
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HELP WANTED

CORPORATE DRIVER

Part Time Assistant/Receptionist
with Experience, 15 hours a week
in Downtown Cranford Office,
Basic Computer and Office Skill
Required. Mail Resume to:
18 HALE STREET
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

Sciarrillo, Cornell, Merlino,
McKeever, and Osborne LLC, a
law firm located in Westfield NJ, is
seeking Part time/Full time drivers.
Successful candidate must have
a flexible schedule that includes
both early morning and/or late
evening work. The successful
candidate must have a
professional
demeanor,
communicate clearly, have the
ability to drive safely in all types of
weather, including rain, fog, and
light snow, properly plan routes to
various locations to ensure ontime arrivals, and be punctual. In
addition, the successful candidate
must be capable of performing
preventative vehicle maintenance
checks and notifying the
appropriate contact of any red
flags. We are an EEO employer
offering a competitive salary and
benefits packages.
Please send resume to
Julie Frank at
edlawgroup@sciarrillolaw.com

HELP WANTED

Real Estate Brokerage Consultant
in Scotch Plains, NJ. Create high
level process flow for all
departments. Maintain an
operations manual that documents
all systems, procedures &
standards. Build, implement and
manage all systems for clients,
lead generation, database mgmt
& back office support. Hiring new
team members: training,
consulting & accountability.
Support all transactions & oversee
transactions through closing.
Create, maintain & utilize a
complete lead follow-up system.
Coordinate the purchase,
installation & maintenance of office
equipment. B.A. in Business
Admin req’d. 12 Mo. Exp. real
estate sales req’d. Must be NJ
licensed real estate agent. Mail
resume to Culture.Estate, 1833
Front St., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
EOE.
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-12
AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT CERTAIN RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD’S MASTER PLAN REEXAMINATION
REPORT PERTAINING TO
PART II GENERAL LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 255 LAND
DEVELOPMENT, ATTACHMENT 2 AND PART II GENERAL LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 255 LAND DEVELOPMENT, ARTICLE V ZONING
SECTION 39(B)(22)
STATEMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
November 26, 2019.
Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
In accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975 c.231, this notice is
to advise that the Cranford Board of Education will hold a Reorganization and Open
Work Session meeting on Monday, January 6, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. in the Board Room
at Lincoln School. The purpose of the
meeting is to conduct the Reorganization
of the Board of Education including administering the Oath of Office to the newly
elected Board Members and to transact
any other business to come properly before the Board. Formal action will be taken
at this meeting.
By order of
Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator/
Board Secretary
1 T- 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
In accordance with Chapter 231, Public
Law 1975, State of New Jersey, the public
is hereby notified of the following schedule
of regular meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Cranford,
County of Union, for the year 2020. All
meetings will be held at the Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey. Workshop portion of the meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. with the public
meeting commencing at 7:45 p.m. Both
Workshop and Public Meeting will be held
in Room 107. All foreseeable meetings,
including workshop sessions, are designated as meetings at which formal action
may be taken.
January

3
6
13
27

Reorganization Meeting*
July
13

February 3
10
24

August

10

March

9
23

September 14
21

April

13
27

October

5
26

May

11
18

November

9
23

June

8
22

December

7
14

* Reorganization Meeting will begin
at 4:00 p.m. in Room 108
Ron Marotta, Chairman
1 T - 12/05/19, The Leader Fee: $35.70

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.
"40+ Years Experience"
CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer
Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases
• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

For a Better Future!

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

Subscribe and Advertise on

(908) 232-8787

goleader.com

kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School - 1st Marking Period

Grade 8 Distinguished
Honor Roll
Chioma Agwu, Brianna Alvarez,
Nathan Arnold, Riley Atkins, Olivia
Augello, Nyla Bartholomew,
Madeline Beauregard, Laura Benko,
Hayley
Blacker,
Cameron
Bloodgood, James Blundo, Saidy
Bober, Carys Browne, Isabella Campanile, Sripriya Challa, Julianna
Compierchio, David Cooper, Graeme
Daniskas, Nikhil Desai, Parthiena
Ebrahim, Katherine Echols, Ryan
Enayati, Joseph Entin, Emily
Ericksen, Javier Esteban, Bianca
Evans, Kayla Fiore, Lauren
Fleckenstein, Eden Gabbai, Jane
Harrison, Lily Jayinski, Joshua
Jenkelowitz, Keira Kelly, Ella
Kleinbaum, Isabel LaHuta, Abigail
Lalanne, Katelyn Lester, Layne
Levine, Artemis Levy Collins, Ava
Levy, Rachel Levy, Shaina Li, Rachel
Lipsky, Kelly Marques, Colin
McAuliffe, Julian Meinke, Jack
Merkel, Louis Messano, Lindsey
Midrano, Matthew Mihansky,
Brendan Miller, Kourtney Most,
Ethan Murray, Diti Nainwal, Diya
Nainwal, Shreya Nara, Benjamin
Nathan, Jack Nolan, Kelly O’Donnell,
John Paino, Emily Park, Pari Patel,
Lauren Peeney, Lily Peskin, Kaitlyn
Phillips, Eliana Rafal, Jayant Rai,
Daivya Sadhvani, Alyssa Sapienza,
Ashley Sekiya, Billie Rose Sherratt,
Rubina Singh, Catherine Skwirut,
Rebecca Sohmer, Jonathan Soler,
Hannah Solomon, Ashley Steer,
Emersyn Teicher, Jake Timchak, Anthony Veglia, Anthony Virone, Jack
Wall, Daniel Wong, Gia Ziekert

Grade 8 Regular Honor
Roll
Ryan Adams, Jude Albert, Lucas
Ali, Sofie Altman, Matthew Arnold,
Rishav Bagchi, Thomas Barnes,
Camila Barreto, Molly Bates, Aliette
Boroff, Ella Brainard, Ella Burgio,
Jorge Cabezudo, Luis Calderon,
Sophia Catalano, Arsh Chaudhary,
Emily Colasanti, Sara Coniglio,
Mackenzie Crimmins, Alexander
Crona, Jason DelCore, Jake
DeRienzo, Jeffery Dietrich, Tristan
Doll, Quinn Donahue, Michael
Donofrio, Evan Doyle, Luke Doyle,
Obinna Duru, Aidan Fairweather,
Benjamin Fei, Katherine Fitzgerald,
Aidan Franciscus, Evan Gauthier, Ava
Goldberg, Ethan Grant, Matthew
Greisman, Charly Griffin, Aubrey
Gulbin, Tyler Gulbin, Javier
Gutierrez, Ashley Hoberman, Ninad
Kashikar, David Kiell, Shane
Kilgannon, Nathaniel Krauss, Parth
Krishna, Emma Kuchar, Rachel
Lacerda, Ava Lerner, Benjamin Liang,
Chloe Liddy-LaPadura, Jonathan
Linderman, Sanaa Mahajan, Ahana
Majumdar, Maya Marcassoli, Thomas Marcassoli, Kieran McElroy
Barker, Charlotte Middleton, Colin
Minall, Safa Mohammed, Jackson
More, Tyler Mundorff, Haley Oliver,
Hope Olivito, Saverio Paradiso, John
Pearce, Ryan Pierson, Jaden
Reynolds, Gabriella Rijo, Noah
Rotondo, Joelle Russo, Sean Saggio,
Alexander Salameh, Amelia Savarese,
Levi Selvage, Sarah Sicoli, Gabriel
Silver, Leah Stevens, Cameron
Switsky, Emma Szabo, Dhruv
Thakare, Veronica Thompson, Julia
Tiedemann, Vincent Violante, Ryan
Volpone, Owen Wasik, Dylan Weiner,
Thomas Weiner

Grade 7 Distinguished
Honor Roll
Shana Amsellem, Thomas
Bastable, Anabelle Bernard, Grace
Burke, Isabella Caldwell, Reese
Carberry, Samantha Cohn, Audrey
Coyne, Riley Dupuis, Atharv
Dwivedi, Antonio Ficazzola, Sophie
Gingold, Maia Gonzalez, Caroline
Grandmaison, Sabrina Hackett, Sarah Kaplan, Olivia LaPorta, Caroline
Lemansky, Amanda Leung, Xavier
Levy, Edward Li, Caroline Lowder,
Margaret McNulty, Elizabeth
Messano, Kyle Miller, Samantha
Nadel, Marin Pecarsky, Maria Sao
Jose, Olivia Scarpignato, Jonathan
Schwartz, Aliece Sena, Emily
Sobolewski, Robert Sorkin, Emma
Teevan, Alyssa Verducci, Sarah Wong

Grade 7 Regular Honor
Roll
Elizabeth Agnello, Dylan Anger,
Avery Auyeung, Shail Bardolia, Zuriel
Battle, Christopher Bell, Matthew
Benedetto, Francesca Benedicto,
Emma Blair, Samantha Blaschak,
John Boyle, Annalise Brencsons,
Jackson Briamonte, Nadia Buck, Jack
Byrne, Andrew Canevari, Caitlin
Carter, Emerson Carton, Amala
Chandra, Alexander Checchio,

WHS Class of 1970
To Hold Reunion
WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
High School class of 1970 is having a 50th year reunion tentatively
on October 24, 2020. Those who
have not already contacted Tom
MacDowell
at
tmacdowell@earthlink.net and/or
joined the Facebook group, please
do so ASAP.

Linxiang Chen, Robert Christensen,
Andrew Ciampa, Benjamin Ciampa,
Aidan Cichocki, Elise Clifton,
Alexandra Compierchio, Dylan
Condell, William Consoli, Madeline
Coyle, Christian DeGennaro, Maria
DiMaggio, Justin Ellazar, Reymord
Facenda, Benjamin Filler, William
Folger, Kashvi Furia, Brayden Gal,
Caitlin Gannon, Tyler George, Tessa
Giordano, Eboni Goodmen, Ryan
Gorski, Anthony Guan, Jacob Handy,
Sophie Hughes, McKenna Jeans,
Gabrielle Johnson, Olivia Kanterman,
Jack Kendall, Ava Khan, Damien
Lariviere, Max LeBrun, Eric Levin,
Samuel Lindell, Caitlyn Madden,
Giovanni Marrese, Jack Masterson,
Caden Matulonis, Connor Matulonis,
Isabella McCarthy, Logan McDonald,
Shannon McGuinness, Sophia
Mekbeb, Elyona Molina, Jeremy
Montgomery, Malissa Morabito,
Alexis Moser, Dominic Olivito,
Prince Ossy, Kevin Paredes, Tanvi
Pawar, Devin Pearce, Devin Pedrero,
Christopher Plenca, Sophia Poeschl,
Maclaine Priesing, Annabella
Pugliese, Wincent Qiu, Brienne
Russo, Claire Russo, Anand
Sahasrabudhe, Ava Salameh, Rohan
Sangal, Gabrielle Schiff, Jaidev
Sharma, Jordana Sheiowitz, Tyler
Sklarin, Maya-Li Sneor, Keira St
John, Cooper Stahley, Alissa Stumpf,
Claire Swensen, Ellie Szopinski, Levi
Tabak, Dominique Tabug, Antonios
Theocharopoulos, Luca Tortorella,
Jaralin Truselo, Lindsay Tse, Sara
Valencia, Evan Weber, Alyssa Wimer,
Kate Wolff, Elaina Yick

Grade 6 Distinguished
Honor Roll
Julianna Abrantes, Grace Assuncao,
Mason Atkins, Parker Bauman, Ava
Bonczek, Logan Brands, Sofia
Cesario, Ananya Chaudhari, Lily
Cirillo, Emily Clarke, Amelia
Condell, Tessa Conley, Benjamin
Dening, Liya Desai, Niam Desai,
Isabella DeSanto, Olivia Domingues,
Holly Dore, Daniel Ennis, Gabriela
Franschman, Erica Giuliani, Natalie
Gorski, Juliette Gutierrez, Griffin
Hough, Vivienne Hwang, Tara
Kilgannon, Sydney Klein, Rebecca
Lacerda, Ava LaHuta, Andrea Lerner,
Xing Liao, Spencer Martin, Maxwell
Nicholson, Jeffrey Noonan, Emma
O’Hearn, Alison Park, Yael Perrota,
Gayatri Phatak, Emma Piszko, Lily
Priel, Gianna Rundella, Alexandra
Savare, Mia Savare, Michael Savare,
Jordanna Silverstein, Jeremy SolisLedezma, Gabriella Suriani, Danielle
Tabug, Jake Todaro, Agnes Yee

Grade 6 Regular Honor
Roll
Alexander Abrams, Uswah
Agboola, Simranpreet Ahuja, Aarav
Akarte, Brandon Aponte, Regan
Auyeung, Madeline Ball, Opal
Bangar, Patrick Barnett, Anay
Bhardwaj, Alex Bolton, Riley Boozer,
Shannon Bradley, Noah Brugger,
Sebastian Ceraulo, Mahnoor
Chaudhary, Tibor Citak, Brady
Crimmins, Megan Defouw, Ella
Dicellis, Luca DiMeglio, Zoe Drivas,
Venny Ebrahim, Darren Edelman,
Max Entin, Dante Falco, Ethan Fellen,
Cassidy Fitzgerald, Hannah Fox,
Gabriela Fraguas, Aaron Frank, Jesse
Friedman, James Gardella, Sophia
Giachino, Colleen Gillen, Luke
Gorospe, Cameryn Guadagnini,
Shawn Guzman, Keira Hoey, Gianna
Hoose, Ashley Hynes, Asher
Jackvony, Jonah Jeon, Liam Kendall,
Matthew Krantz, Ella Krauss, Vince
Larbi, James Lester, Tiago Liccone,
Sophia
Loewenthal,
Devin
McAuliffe, Kaitlyn McKeon, Kayla
McNair, Andrew Medina, Travis
Moore, Diane Morrow, Nicholas
Movsesian, Evan Nizzardo, Daniela
Paino, Bradley Pearce, Kyle Pedrero,
Molly Pickel, Noah Rhodes, Annie
Ricca, Thomas Riley, Brayden Rites,
Brooke Ritter, Mark Rivera, Keira
Rosa, Olivia Rotondo, Sofia Sanchez,
Samantha Savarese, Hamza Shah,
Garet Su, Kaitlyn Sullivan-Massa,
Michael Tafur, Alexis Tampusari,
Michaela Tang, Emma Telpis, Alison
Trafalis, Benjamin Travnicek, Mia
Trombetta, Sophia Ursino, Samuel
van Blijdesteijn, Maxwell Van Etten,
Marc Vidone, Rose Weisman, Khani
Williams, Aiden Winters, Aanya
Wright, Richard Zhang

Oratory Prep
Announces 1st Marking
Period Honor Roll
AREA -- The Oratory Preparatory
School of Summit New Jersey announced their first marking period
honor roll students.
The St. Philip Neri Highest Honor
Roll requires a 95 average with no
less than a 90 average in any single
class. Students accomplishing this distinction from Westfield include Liam
Henderson, Luke Hobbie, Luke
Jacobello, Mark Jacobello and Dylan
Zwally.
Congratulations to these young men
for their outstanding academic
achievement.
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Honor Roll

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 1st Marking Period
Grade 12 High Honor
Roll
Katina Ackerman, Nicholas Alber,
Connor Alchus, Amira Aliane, Dylan
Allen, Mia Alvarez, Kaitlyn Amato,
Jared Arkin, Taylor Arrogante,
Marissa Bamrick, Joseph Barge,
Michael Besante, Sydney Blacker,
Julianna
Blanco,
Kailey
Bondarowicz, Alexandra Boylan,
Kendall Brencsons, Ryan Bromm,
Morgan Brown, Nicole Brozak,
Catherine Buren, Remy Cardarelli,
Lucas Carinhas, Summer Carver,
Sofia Casimiro, Josephine Cerino,
Jonathan Chaillet, Antoinette Chango,
Katherine Chouinard, Julie Ciccarino,
James Cirillo, Garret Clausen, Jordan Clement, Daniel Coyle, Nicole
DeFrancesco, John Deitch, Carina
DelCore, Michael Dembiec, Robert
Dencker, Juliana Denning, Michael
DiFrancesco, Gabriel Donatelli,
Christopher Downey, Sophie
Drapkin, Matthew Dreyfus, Geinner
Fallas, Sean Fanning, Ryan Flynn,
Lucia Furfaro-Rodriguez, Nicholas
Giamella, Isabelle Gilles, Kayla
Giuffi, Liam Giuliani, Mason Glod,
Jada Gomillion, Mary Jane Gonzales,
Emily Grill, Christina Gubernat,
Aidan Guma, Akhil Gundra, Jake
Hahn, Sarah Hall, Savannah Hall,
Emma Hastrup, Emily Herman, Lily
Higgins, Olivia Hobbs, Sarah Horn,
Brian Huang, Nicholas Hughes, Mia
Hunter, Matthew Iarrapino, Kyle
Isolda, Amanda Jaffe, Nicholas
Januszanis, Nicole Kenny, Gabrielle
Khan, Lauren Kieltyka, Jacqueline
Kirian, Gabrielle Klausner, Brooke
Klurman, Miriam Kother, Prabvir
Kukreja, Nicholas LaFerrera, Ryan
Lamberta, Ashleigh Lancaster,
Hannah Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster,
Jack Lapierre, Elizabeth Ley, Neena
Lomuscio, Joy Lytch, Valeria
Macchini, Aleezah Madraswalla,
Raion Magallanes, Lindsey Magee,
Caden Mari, Joseph Marta, Clara
Masback, Christopher McArdle, Ian
McCormack, Danasia McDonald,
James McNichol, Harrison Mills,
Ethan Morrobel, Christina Mouckas,
Matthew Mouckas, Kelly Nitti,
Cassidy Novello, Amanda Palhares,
Alyssa Pankiewitz, Evan Paul,
Philleshia Pershay-Spearman, Christina Pham, Athena Postlewait, Esteban
Quinones, Christian Ramalho,
Gabriella Ramos, Sarah Rata, Samuel
Reeson, Isabella Richardson, Dana
Ricketts, Olivia Robertiello, Cassie
Robinson, Felipe Rodrigues, Sean
Rogers, Mallory Rothweiler, Irina
Ruzina, Henry Saltzman, Jake Samitt,
Noah Samms, Julia Sassoon,
Frederick Saunders, Victoria Savoca,
Julianna Scarcella, Laura Schmidt,
Maria Schmidt, Rachel Schoss,
Megan Sheehy, Olivia Shih, Carter
Slifer, Julia Solsky, Carly Spellman,
Skylar Stagaard, Brett Strug, Anne
Stuart, Elora Tamburri, Ethan Tang,
Meghan Taylor, Emma Thumann,
Madison Toll, Joseph Touris, Andres
Trujillo, Christopher Tsuchiya, Justin Verceles, Caroline Vivanco,
Danielle Vuono, Brandon Weinberg,
Ryan Widman, Kaelah Wiggins,
Sophia Wilkins, Lexa Winigrad,
Christopher Womelsdorf, Harrison
Wustefeld, Samantha Yip, Jonathan
Yu, Julia Yu

Grade 12 Honor Roll
Gabrielle Aloe, Artem AparinWoolfolk, Jake Arrogante, Eden Austin, Meghan Aversa, Mallory Banks,
Evan Bensulock, Eric Berkins,
Josephine Blundo, Jacob Bottomly,
Patrick Bourke, William Brady,
Michael Braun, Charles Bunin,
Catherine Carter, Lea Cerini, Alexa
Chan, Ryan Ciarrocca, Michael
Couso, Sabrina Cruz, Aliyah Daniel,
Devon Danielovich, Jude DevineGelling, Madison Diamond, Sarah
Dill, Kayleigh Downey, Colin Dwyer,
Jessica Eggert, Samuel Feinberg,
Isabella Fiore, Colin Fitzgerald, Jennifer Fleck, Justin Fletcher, Abigail
Friedman, Lauren G, Sage Guensch,
Ryan Gumpel, Breanne Hoyte,
Emelyne Johns, Cheyenne Jones,
Emily Jones, Malcolm Kahora,
Vikram Kalsi, Aleesha Kearney, Jordan Kleinbaum, Jesse Kocha,
Mariami Kurdovanidze, Margaret
Lapolla, Erin Lay, David Lenart,
Alexandra Machinski, James
Maloney, Jordan Margolis, Robert
Mebes, Jessica Mongold, Ryan
Montagna, Rodney Montague, Owen
Murphy, Christopher Muskus, Emma
O’Brien, John O’Connor, Jadie Pearl,
Ashanti Pitter, Grace Ponterio,
Lindsey Porchetta, Ethan Rafal,
Aadith Ratish, Patrick Ritter, Sarai
Romero, Robert Root, Lucas Route,
Thomas Russo, Carolina Samuelian,
Samantha Samuelian, Kristina
Sapienza, Grace Schiller, David
Schulman, Alanah Scott, Madilynne
Slifer, Maya Sutterlin, Michael Tardi,
Yunus Tozlu, Derick Vega, Christopher Vinci, Sean Vlkovic, Hailey
Walden, Devin Warbeck, Kaylah
Webb, Brian Weideli, Grace White,
Tara Wolman, Keri Yang, Alley
Zakarin, Olivia Zambrio, Kelly
Zimmerman, Rachel Zucker

Grade 11 High Honor
Roll
Sohaila Abdelkader, Ezri Abraham,
Chloe Alce, Kyra Antonello, Mia
Aponte, Jesse Artz, Kotey Ashie,
Kayla Avila, Tracy Bagdonas, Lydia

Baik, Andrew Baker, Pawel
Baniukiewicz, Anjila Banks, Lindsey
Bartley, Anay Basu, Eshaan Basu,
Ethan Berkman, Julia Blaschak,
Grace Brennan, Lauren Brenner,
Nicole Britt, Marissa Burton, Olivia
Calcaterra, Anthony Cammarano,
Hunter Cardenas, Anthony Castelli,
Luke Checchio, Vivian Chiang, Kaelie
Chung, Juliette Ciullo, Rikyah Cline,
Abigail Colao, Christian Collins,
Abigail Conklin, Dante Corsaro, John
Michael Cristobal, Eric Cunningham,
Meredith Czurlanis, John Dazzo,
Katherine DeFouw, Nicholas
DeSanto, Rhythm Desai, Amit
Deshpande, Colin Dickscheid, Sofia
Dietze, Dylan Dombrowski, Owen
Donahue, Ryan Eng, Gabriella
Essenfeld, Alexander Fazzino, Conor
Feeney, Olivia Fletcher, Joshua Fox,
Jamie Frank, Dylan Fuimo, Dennis
Gannon, Ava Gelling, Erika Mae
Gonzales, Anabelle Griffin, Emma
Guan, Ava Hausle, Ethan Heifetz,
Rebecca Hernandez, Elisa Herstatt,
Lily Holston, Marlena Holston, Victor Johnson, Ryan Jones, Katherine
Judge, Ishwari Katdare, Jordan Katz,
Sean Kennedy, Joseph Kern, Emily
Kessler, Hannah Kriney, Sean Lage,
Sophia Lama, Gabrielle Lancaster,
Rebecca Lancaster, Joseph Larmore,
Maura Leahy, Evelyn Liang, Julia
Liberto, Li Hong Lin, Matthew London, Rachel Lubeck, Corinne Lyght,
Lucas Mackey, Jack Manville, Jordan McQuoid, Mae Merkle, Sean
Merkle, James Middleton, Natalie
Mikula, Vincent Milano, Rachel
Miller, Hadley Moran, Emily
Muench, Brendan Mullany, Clare
Murphy, Holly Nelson, Natalia Nervi,
Jayden Nyamiaka, Nicole Oslislo,
Ethan Pawelec, Thomas Peeney, Faith
Price, Ralph Ramos, Kaitlyn Reilly,
Sarai Reuben, Julian Rijo, Carly
Rinaldi, Juan Diego Rojas Camargo,
Miles Roper, Hadley Rose, Emma
Route, Nicolas Ruggiero, Abigail
Ryan, Katherine Ryan, Matthew
Sabony, William Schetelich, Erica
Schug, Alexa Seefeldt, Alessandra
Serio, Rohan Shah, Daniel Sicinski,
Caitlyn Sinagra, Christopher Skwirut,
Rachel Small, Margaret Smith, Daniel
Soler, Samuel Sosnowski, Sydney
Sprechman, Nicholas Susino,
Alexandra Swiatek, Haley Tavares,
Nicholas Tittanegro, Joshua
Torgerson, Justin Tran, Benjamin
Tucker, Giorgiana Vacca, Jamie
Valian, Alexa Vierschilling, Maya
Waldman, Carly Walker, Ryann Wall,
Cadence Weiss, Allison Weisser,
David Wernsing, Zoe Wernsing,
Jonathan Wiener, Taylor Winslow,
Jamie Wirth, Zackery Wong, Madelyn
Yessman, Benjamin Krauss

Grade 11 Honor Roll
Viola Abdelmalak, Grace Abdy,
Andrew Acosta, Tobias Bachman,
Elena Balecha, Sofia Beardsley, Jake
Bensulock, Dylan Bordman, Benjamin Brenner, Erika Bretz, Justin
Chan, Haley Cino, Noah Cocca, Eric
De Maria, Michael DePaola, Matthew Dembiec, Jonathan Dionisio,
Joseph Diquollo, Aaron Dore, Shannon Downey, Matthew Drubulis,
Rachel Ducran, Ryan Duthie, Kaleigh
Einhorn, Colin Fanning, David Farin,
Maura Farrell, Mary Fazzino, Lenore
Ferguson, Daniel Ferrone, Owen
Ferrone, Hannah Filler, Claire Fisher,
Lucia Fontana, Monica Forman, Benjamin Freedman, Olivia Fusillo, Jade
Glassman, Brandon Greenberg, Chloe
Hahn, Justin Handy, Abigail Hanvey,
Paul Harris, Jackson Hopkins,
Meredith Hough, Lauren Iarussi,
Zachary Jachera, Amina Jones, Luke
Jones, Zuri Kennedy, Ibraheem Khan,
Shruti Khandelwal, Hailey Kinard,
Shelby Kumpf, Elisa Laurenzano,
Meagan Lavin, Cynthia Liang, Joseph Linder, Dallas Lorenzetti, Jordan Lowe, Megan Lozito, Jolie
Lubalin, Zachary Lubeck, Alexa
Mach, Michael Marino, Shawn Martin, William Mauer, Patricia McHugh,
Kali McKinney, Samuel Mundle, Jake
Niessen, Max Niessen, Julianne
O’Brien, Maxwell Oross, Elias
Pahountis, Michael Paleski,
Maximilian Pelosi, Roman Perrelli,
Olivia Pogroszewska, Derek Porter,
Nicholas Rayan, Nicholas Rettino,
Haley Richardson, Brian Roessle,
Dillon Ryan, Gianna Salgado,
Cassandra Salot, Dennis Santos, Paul
Schiumo, Julia Sepinwall, Christopher Shapiro, Michael Shapiro,
Serena Sirchio, Alexander Smith,
Christopher Smith, Madison-Anne
StaRosa, Isabella Sutton, Myles
Talmadge, Mackenzie Trenk, Tyler
Ventura, Daniel Villacreses-Montoya,
Andrew Villardi, Allison Vlkovic,
Eric Watt, Alexander Werkheiser,
Hayden Widder, Quinn Williamson,
Ciara Worthey, Kenneth Yeager, Qadir
Zara

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
Clarke, Cole Cooke, Sofia Corsaro,
Kaelin Cunningham, Ashley
DeFrancesco, Jake DeGaetano, Julia
DeVizio, Francesca DiLollo, Lily
Dimon, Terence Downey, Riley
Dwyer, Lindsay Edelman, Samantha
Edelman, Bridget Ennis, Olivia
Fleischer, Alessandro Frias, Emily
Friscia, Audrey Gabbai, Joshua
Gabbai, Katelyn Gaulin, Alexa
Gingold, Alyssa Glickstein, Evan
Gomillion, Catherine Grandmaison,
Natalie Green, Zachary Harmer, Jodi
Hayes, Aidan Heifetz, Amanda Hill,
Seifeldin Hosny, Chloe Howell, Lily
Hughes, Jacob Jablon, Julia Jackson,
Quinn Jackson, Nina Johnson, Sherin
Kachroo, Jacob Kanterman, Joseph
Kaplan, Grace Kennedy, Andrew
Kipp, Riya Kishen, Taylor Klein, Ryan
Koehler, Rhutu Kulkarni, Richa
Kulkarni, Sophia Lerner, Matthew
Levine, Olivia Linderman, Alexander
Lo, Nithyaraajitha Lokesh, Jackson
Lubalin, Lauren Magrino, Rachel
Manette, Julian Martin, Marlaina
Martucci, Caitlin Maughan, Gianna
Mavilla, Zachary Mawby, Connor
McCreesh, Eamonn McGovern, Ava
McKenzie, Gabriel Melville, Allison
Miller, Kaitlyn Mohabir, Christopher
Moniz, Jake Monroy, Gavin
Morrobel, Kayla Morrow, Rory
Moser, Ayden Mullins, Shyana
Nanshah, Isaiah Nathaniel, Jazlyn
Navarro Jimenez, Therese Nitro,
Christian Normant, Vanessa Ossy,
Aditya Phatak, Charlotte Pollack,
Matthew Power, Elle Priesing, Elina
Puri, Ethan Raderman, Gianna
Riefler, Jessica Rojek, Benjamin
Root, Peri Roper, Emilia Saccento,
Noah Sadler, Naome Samuel-Williams, Isabela Segarra, Evan Sena,
Anna Sicoli, Emily Sicoli, Dante
Silva, Tyler Sinetar, Natalie Skolar,
Alexander Smith, Victoria Solsky,
Connor Spellman, John Stellakis,
Diana Stinkova, Rebecca Strug, Molly
Sullivan, Giovanni Sullivan-Massa,
Anna Szczuka, Hadassah Tabak,
Madison Tabares, Aidan Trenery, Jason Trivisonno, Morgan Tsin, Miles
Varner, Lucas Vega, Johnathan Vu,
Samantha Walden, Emily Walsh,
Megan Walsh, Alyssa Warbeck,
Julianna Warren, Jamie Weinberg,
Tyrell Weir, Dorothy Wilson, Kerrin
Wojcik, Emily Wyrwa, Emily Yang,
Julia Yick, Thomas Ziegler, Naiomi
Ziekert

Grade 10 Honor Roll
Bridget Abbott, Dana Ascolesi,
Ryan Au, Jayden Ball, Michael Banic,
Chase Bermingham, Jordynn
Blackwell, Quinn Boylan, Luke
Brencsons, Benjamin Briel, Carter
Brodsky, Jaden Carter, Ryan Chaillet
Grande, Carter Chin, Zoe
Chrisostomides, Benjamin Cohen,
Amelia Collins, Isabella Cukrow, Lila
Dasi, Brenna DeProspero, Ryan
Debenham, Robert Dobies, Grace
Downey, Jack Eckstine, Isabel Elimu,
Nicholas Evangelista, Jeffrey Fezza,
Amanda Filipski, Lauren Fitzgerald,
Joshua Friedson, Patricia Gillen, Alicia Goff, David Green, Lauren Hahn,
Thomas Haverlock, Emily Hayeck,
Lucas Hernandez, Megan Hillyer,
Connor Hoffman, Madeline Joe, Julia
John, Akeliah Joseph, Maeve Kahora,
Francesca Kastanos, Haniyyah
Khurram, Leah Klurman, Jonathan
Kother, Viktoria Kozak, Matthew
Labush, James Lapidus, Jenna Lee,
Robert Lerner, Noa Levine, Noah
Levy, Theodora Liederman, Melanie
Lowell, Alexa Martorano, Anthony
Mazzola, Sarah McCall, Brandon
Melnitsky, Kenneth Nelson, Igor
Nikolin, Kyle Nolan, Alessia Novello,
Sophia Novello, Elizabeth Parvin,
Sara Pham, Kristian Pinto, Jackson
Pope, Grace Rehrer, Conor Reilly,
Aidan Robertson, Brodie Robertson,
Anthony Robinson, Kayleigh
Robinson, Samantha Ruane, Sydney
Sadler, Anna Saltzman, Damon
Schumann, Lia Sciancalepore, Andrew Seith, Sophie Shapiro, Amelia
Sherman, Max Sponheimer, Jessica
Steinberg, James Sullivan, Morgan
Switsky, Jason Tannenbaum, Marcos
Trujillo, Yasmin Ulerio, Richard Watt,
Stella Whitefield, Eliyah Wong, Thomas Wright, Julia Zambrio

Braunstein, Chloe Burfeindt, Lucy
Burke, Lily Camacho, Orencia
Casimiro, Matthew Castucci, Ryan
Cawley, Nicholas Champagne, Christopher Chan, Cara Checchio, Samuel
Chichester, Alec Choi, Zachary
Chung, Benjamin Cohn, Fionn
Columb, Francisco Cunha, Rushil
Damania, Gabriella Damens, Ananda
Daniel, Isabella DeCrosta, Joseph
DeSantis, Theresa DeVall, Disha
Debnath, Ivana Delgado-Arvelo,
Nishaan Desai, Madison Diaz, Matthew Dolowy, Olivia Eckstine, Marco
Facao, Jack Fallo, Emma Fang,
Emmet Feeney, Sara Feeney, Dylan
Fei, Matthew Fela, Sean Ferrone,
Ethan Filler, Stephen Folkart, Lily
Friebely, Jessica Gallagher, Sophia
Gallo, Grace Germinder, Andrew
Giuliani, Tessa Going, Bartosz
Gorski, Jessica Gui, Charlotte
Gumpel, Diego Gutierrez, Paige
Hagman, Jacob Hall, Annie Hansen,
Leah Herb, Camila Hernandez, Avery
Higinbotham, Owen Higinbotham,
Jacob Jones, Meredith Kenoff,
Rebecca Kessler, Morgan Kinard,
Khan Lagemann, Alisa Lamastra,
Christopher Largoso, Matthew
Laurenzano, Catherine Lavin, Samuel
Leibowitz, Gavin Lesnevich, Ava
Mach, Shehzad Madraswalla, Anthony Malta, Emma Margolis,
Mikayla Mari, Dylan Mathew, Ella
Mauer, Thomas Metzger, Giulianna
Milano, Kyle Minall, Stephanie
Muenzen, Paul Mullarkey, Alicia
Murphy, Calum Murray, Matthew
Murray, Jessica Navarro, Matthew
Nervi, Emma Nobile, Alexis O’Brien,
Katelyn Oser, Diego Otero, Sarah
Paolella, Nefeli Pappas, Dylan Patel,
Jay Patel, Emily Pizha, Zoe Quraishi,
Katherine Ramalho, Vikram
Ravishankar, Jordana Reisberg, Morgan Ritter, Lucas Rivera, Bridget
Ryan, Abbie Sapira, Finn Sautner,
Arnav Saxena, Nicolas Sbordi, Nicholas Schmidt, Emma Schramm, Niyati
Shah, Alexey Sidorenko, Mireille
Silva, Jay Slack, Elizabeth Sleat,
Andrew Smith, Gabrielle Smulewitz,
Dominic Souza, Olivia Stahley,
Briana Talmadge, Rylee Tighe,
Raymond Tran, Kelsey Tse, Gianna
Tucker, Natasha Vega, Jayleen Velez,
Christina Wang, Elijah Ware, Haley
Warren, Patrick Watt, William
Wheatley, Sophie White, Georgia
Williamson, Kiley Wirth, Elijah Wu,
Thomas Yick, Jeremy Zimmerman,
Mattingly Zullo

Grade 9 Honor Roll
Jason Abate, Armani Adams, Cody
Allen, Samuel Anger, Matthew
Angulo, Caitlin Applebee, Cara
Argila, Alyssa Barbossa, Stephan
Baumgartner, Michael Brennan,
Isabella Calamusa, Claire Cassidy,
Kendall Chiang, Brody Chin, Vincent
Cieslinski, Sean Columb, Syona
Dalvi, Sofia Di Iorio, Raymond
Dickscheid, Joseph Domingues, Julia
Encarnacion, Mia Erath, Ryan
Estivene, Shaylin Farley, Rileigh
Fiore, Weston Fischer, Maxwell Fountain, Thomas Gain, Nanka Gelashvili,
Pari Gill, Jessica Glander, Sophie
Gotliboym, Braden Griffith, Etienne
Groom, Trevor Headrick, Emily
Homer, Dara Hsu, Kevin Indoe,
Aniket Iyer, Luke Kalafat, Samantha
Klausner, Nicholas Korteling, Wesley
Lewis, Andres Lopez, Austin
Lorenzetti, Ava Losardo, Declan
Lowrey, Kamil Martinez, Marco
Martoccia, Kaelan Mattos, Danielle
Most, Ava Mustacciuolo, Ava
Niemczyk, Emma Noriega, Sophia
Paleski, Ria Paranjape, Isabella
Patino, Harrison Potocek, Brigitte
Priel, Reese Priel, Parker Raham,
Zachary Redling, Kady Rettino,
Nikita Sahasrabudhe, Melanie Sheng,
Madeleine Smith, Anna Soifer, Andrew Susino, Hazel Thurman, Anthony Tittanegro, Kaelin Tricoche,
Ryan Van Ostenbridge, Guy Varela,
Ketevan Vepkhvadze, Isabelle
Verrico, Riley Vierschilling, Maya
Viscardi-Carelse, Danielle Wester,
Sydney Williams
Support Local Journalism

Grade 9 High Honor Roll
Goyce Abadeir, Benjamin Abrams,
Olivia Aiere, Emma Alchus, Hasan
Ali, Diego Arcila, Naa Dei Ashie,
Minahal Azhar, Henrique Barbosa,
Andrew Bartley, Elizabeth Bedatsky,
Riley Bhatia, Elisa Bianco, Ava
Billotto, Thomas Bongiorno, Eric
Botney, Kyle Brainard, Shayna

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Grade 10 High Honor
Roll
Mary Adekunle, Aliyah Adkins,
Robert Alber, Andrew Allen, Alice
Bachman, Rachel Barattucci, Thomas Baylock, Ryan Beauregard, Matthew Bender, Ava Berry, Joseph Berry,
Moumit Bhattacharjee, Mourik
Bhattacharjee, Kai Bobrow, Julia
Bonhote, Meagan Bourke, Marin
Brace, Stephanie Brown, John Burke,
Ariel Burman, Avery Burman, Camila
Cabrera, Ruby Calabrese, Anthony
Cerino, Kelly Chesky, Ava Chin,
Victoria Cirillo, Sofia Ciullo, Colin

GIVING TO OTHERS...Upper School students from The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison spent time at the Plainfield Salvation Army supporting various
outreach programs. Students sorted items for their food pantry, put together
boxed meals for patrons, and worked directly with members of the Plainfield
community. Volunteers at the Salvation Army in Plainfield include, pictured, from
left, back row: Sahil Mulji of Edison and Kallie Schildge of Westfield. Front row:
Gurshan Sidhu of Carteret, Ariel Wang of Edison, Aiden Lee of Sewaren, Maiti
O’Connor of South Plainfield, Naischa Puri of Edison, Cherice Clarke of Plainfield,
Matthew Piccoli of Somerset, Vineeth Reddy of Edison and Jack Silver of Rahway.
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POPCORN
A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
What This World Needs Now
3 & ½ popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Photo courtesy of Michelle H. Daino for Mount Saint Mary Academy

BE PREPARED...Broadway and film actress, dancer and singer Renée Marino
gives advice about an entertainment career to Mount Saint Mary students.

Actress Renée Marino Shares
Expertise With Mt. St. Mary Students
WATCHUNG – Be confident in
yourself and never giving up on who
you are or your dreams. These were
the messages that Broadway and film
actress, dancer and singer, Renée
Marino brought to theater and music
students on November 18 at Mount
Saint Mary Academy.
With starring roles in Jersey Boys
(the movie and musical), Pretty Woman
the Musical, and touring performances
of Cats, High School Musical, and
more, she inspired Mount students who
may be interested in a career in the
entertainment industry to stay grounded
and be accepting of who they truly are,
to always practice and be prepared ,and
to continue honing their craft.
While she answered several questions from the students, the Wagner
College graduate informed them about
how she took her passion for singing,
dancing and performing at a very

young age to stages across the country and beyond. She described the
average day of a performing artist
and how tenacity and commitment
help carry her through auditions, challenges and a career that is not necessarily a “9-to-5” commitment.
Marion Drew, Director of Choral
and Theater Activities at Mount Saint
Mary Academy, said, “Hearing from
an actual musical theatre industry
member was incredibly valuable to
the girls, some of whom are considering this field of study and career.”
“Renee was honest and so willing
to share her own experience, as well
as her feelings about the industry, and
spoke with a voice of passion and
determination that was undeniable,
and hopefully gave the girls a sense of
what it takes to make it as a performer,” she said. “Renee was truly
an outstanding guest speaker.”

Fanwood Councilman Tom Kranz
Pens Sci-Fi Novel Time Travel Rescue
FANWOOD — Fanwood Councilman Tom Kranz has published his
third novel, Time Travel Rescue, a
science fiction thriller in which climate change turns Earth into a dying
dystopia.
Living in a wasteland that is beyond repair becomes too much for
Rick who, like most of those left on
the planet in 2212, works for the Big
Five mega-corporation. A chance,
online meeting with a young hacker
named Chen leads to a perilous journey through a wormhole back to the
21st century where he and Chen hope
to set things right before they go
terribly wrong. Unbeknown to Rick
is Chen’s propensity for violence and
her murderous exploits complicate
an otherwise altruistic mission.
Rick’s 21st-century guide, the smart
and attractive Jill Strawbridge, introduces him to the charms and challenges
of life 157 years before he was born.
Their time together sparks mutual curiosity that draws them into something
more than just a working relationship.
“Writing science fiction was harder
than I thought it would be,” Mr. Kranz
said. “It’s the science that makes sci-

ence fiction intriguing. I tried not to
get bogged down in too much nerdspeak because I’m not a visionary or
a physics expert, but I had some ideas
on what the future might look like if
we keep abusing the environment and
ignoring the signs of the damage we’re
doing.”
Mr. Kranz researched some of the
elements of his story with help from
his brother-in-law, John Kamal, a
Philadelphia public school science
teacher with a Master’s degree in
mechanical engineering and a previous career designing power systems
for NASA. He holds a patent for the
nuclear-powered device like the one
that saved Matt Damon’s character in
The Martian.
“I bounced a couple of ideas off
John about what kinds of power and
propulsion systems personal-sized
vehicles might need to take off and fly
for extended periods and reach great
speeds, and whether it could happen
in our century,” Mr. Kranz said.
Time Travel Rescue is available in
paperback and e-book exclusively at
Amazon. More info can also be found
at https://tomkranzbooks.com.

~continued from page 16~

Radium Girls at WHS
Radiates Social Consciousness
is sucked into the plot to cover up the
problem. He, at first, cannot bring
himself to believe that the same element that shrinks tumors could have
anything to do with the puzzling rash
of illnesses among his employees.
Grace, who is engaged to Tom
Kreider (Finn McGurn), is conflicted
in accepting a settlement from the
company. The scenes with Grace and
Tom are especially moving with great
chemistry. Grace’s family and Tom
try to get Grace to give up her fight. It
turns into a David and Goliath battle
with Grace losing fellow employees
and friends Kathryn Schaub (Remi
Shendell) and Irene Rudolph (Talia
McRoberts) to the poisoning. As the
New Jersey women in the plants located in Orange and Newark started
to fall ill and the pieces of the puzzle
start to point to the culprit, the company surrounds itself with a host of
doctors and “experts” who will lie to
the girls (and in court) that their illnesses have nothing to do with radium.
The young teenage girls, back in
the 1920s thought that they were painting clock faces and watches with radium that had been deemed safe. And
who wouldn’t want this job that paid
so handsomely? Unfortunately, the
young women “sharpened” the point
of their paint brushes by “lip pointing”, inserting the brush into their
mouths. Little did they know they
were poisoning themselves. This
story, then, is the plight of the underdog, and its environmental activism
that laid the groundwork for labor
laws in America. It’s the story of
justice in the workplace against greed
of mega companies and the destructive “wealth over health” mentality
so prevalent today.
Presenting a series of 25 scenes in
a two-act play is no easy feat. But
under the guidance of technical director Matthew DiFabio and crews
helmed by students Olivia Alpizar,
Emily Isaacman, Shannon Helfman,
the shift between time and place ap-

peared seamless. Impressive lighting
(Ben Zakharenko and Jake
Tannanbaum) signaled perfectly a
change to office, the plant, a woman’s
club, the Essex County Courthouse
and a host of other locations. The
incredible three-level set (designed
brilliantly by Roy Chambers and Jack
Frankola) is a work of art. Overseeing the entire stage looms gigantic
clockwork pieces with a handsome
clock face backlit with luminous colors as the clock’s hands move after
each scene. Audible ticking makes
the plight of the victims terrifyingly
real since the moments of Grace’s life
are ticking away.
The play is not necessarily just an
indictment of large companies. It
shows that there was plenty of blame
to go around. The reporters and photographers try to get Grace’s exclusive story. They use her to sensationalize the issue. As one of the reporters, McKenzie Waddell hilariously
parodies a self-absorbed reporter who
strikes an exaggerated pose before
writing on her notepad. She and her
colleague enter with a flourish each
time through a turntable manned by
the crew.
Sixty parents donated their time in
the behind-the-scenes business of
doing this show. Over 100 teens were
involved in this endeavor. And it
shows. From the backstage crew of
stage manager Olivia Alpizar, graphic
designer Dustin Paden, hair and
makeup designer Lindsay Sherman
to costumes headed by Gabrielle
Decotiis and Corinne Moore and their
teams of workers, each team worked
collaboratively to present a stellar,
meaningful production that was more
than just entertainment. It was a teaching moment of what good theater
should do: it challenges the students
and audience alike to question, learn,
and grow to make their world better.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader

Can you say inspirational?
I can’t remember the last time I left
the movie theater thinking that what I
had just seen was inspirational. Crazy?
Yes. Funny? Yes. Sad and foreboding? Yes, quite often. But inspirational, in this cynical environment,
with the Philistines at the gate?
Nah…couldn’t be. Who’d buy it? But
true enough, relying on the wonderfully positive legacy Fred Rogers
bequeathed us, that’s the overriding
motif of director Marielle Heller’s
splendidly etched A Beautiful Day in
the Neighborhood.
You see, borrowing from Mr.
Rogers’s overwhelmingly positive
spiel, I believe even the most disingenuous supporters of the evil that
has cast its hateful pall on our land
would like to be good…if only they
could see their way to it. It sure would
be easier than what they’re doing. If
nothing else, they’d be free of straining their brains to think up a new
excuse for each lunatical thought or
action perpetrated by the fiendish ineptness with which they’ve profanely
aligned themselves.
While Mr. Rogers doubtlessly falls
short of the second coming that the
least hopeful observers of our national plight say it would take to thaw
the hearts of those who would toss
this constitutional republic under the
bus for some crumbs of power, his
mantra does keep hope alive. It is at
least a glimpse into an honest and
decent realm available to us, but only
if enough people would cast the stones
of trust it takes to realize our better
capabilities.
Ms. Heller, directing from a finely
embroidered screenplay by Micah
Fitzerman-Blue and Noah Harpster,
bases her instructive paean on a relationship that evolved when magazine
writer Lloyd Vogel (actually,
Esquire’s Tom Junod) sought to do a
profile piece on Mr. Rogers. The skeptical journalist, credibly portrayed by
Matthew Rhys, is the damaged soul
who, in a role-switching case in point,
comes under the benevolent scrutiny
of his subject, portrayed by Tom
Hanks in just the sort of heartwarming emulation we’ve come to expect.
We rub our eyes. There he is
again…putting on his comfortable
cardigan and sneakers, beseeching us
to be his neighbor, and proffering all
manner of right and good. Indeed, we
can’t help but wonder what great spiritual providence has created this humanitarian. Yet, the more we marvel,
the more we’re convinced he is the
real deal. Whatever the genesis, he is
here to help. Too bad we can’t bottle
the positivism.
The feel-good is genuine, free of
additives, gimmickry and stipulation
as we are cordially invited into the
life-embracing arms of a power we
estimate is far greater than the corrupt
alchemy in which its ignoble detractors deal. But the fire must be kindled.
And thus, as the relationship between
the iconic children’s entertainer and
the pessimistic writer unfolds, the
latter’s baggage dumped along the
script’s path, it becomes increasingly

evident that the essence of Fred
Rogers’s panacea for humankind is
the ennoblement of tolerance. In short,
all of life’s ups and downs are learning experiences…stepping stones to
the unprejudiced acceptance of our
neighbor both near and far.
We hope that the world-loving ebullience promulgated, albeit temporary,
injects some of its magic dust into our
sinew for future use, and muse a fantasy of possibilities. Who knows?
Maybe making it compulsory viewing by all members of Congress will
tilt some of those mean, self-interested votes in favor of the
commonweal, and steer us back to the
kind of country that would do Mr.
Rogers proud. I’m sure going to be
nicer…at least for a day or two. And
whether it’s subliminal messaging or
some other phenomenon of suggestion at work, I have a sudden desire to
swap out my pullover for a friendly,
cozy cardigan.
Thinking folk who partake of this
Aesopian parable that might be retitled “The Cynic & the Soul Fixer”
will be wont to mull the nature of, and
interplay between, good and bad. It
may be to Fred Rogers’s greatest credit
that he makes so accessible what we
otherwise simply accept as a mystery
of human behavior. Yet there it is at
our fingertips, all the truth-is-beauty
philosophy that Plato and Aristotle
ardently distilled, popularized for our
benefit by this kindly, TV shaman.
Of course, you can’t be faulted if,
like Lloyd Vogel, you hold a modicum of disbelief in reserve. True
enough, whatever background from
whence you’ve sprung has supplied a
history of man’s inhumanity to man,
and warned you about taking wooden
nickels. Still, all that said, and even
with your cautionary flags unfurled,
the profound graciousness of Tom
Hanks’s sensitive depiction will have
you feeling it’s A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood.
A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood, rated PG, is a TriStar Pictures
release directed by Marielle Keller
and stars Tom Hanks, Matthew Rhys
and Susan Kelechi Watson. Running
time: 108 minutes.

Popcorn: Extra Reels
At the Jersey City Popup Film Festival September 13, held in the convivially cozy, upstairs screening room
of The Brightside Tavern, I was impressed by the boldly resourceful
stagecraft director/writer/producer/
lead actor Colin Heinle exhibits in his
first feature film. In a ploy of whimsy
that counterbalances the tension in
his psychological drama, Perplexion,
an RV serves as the chameleon-like
set, redecorated from the ragtag abode
where Ben (Mr. Heinle) lives
unsatisfyingly with his girlfriend,
Angie (Cali June), to the auto repair
shop where he works with his pal
Justin (Wesley Welden); transformed
to the diner where Angie waitresses;
and changed yet again to the ice cream
shop where Ben treats the displaced
nephew he’s trying to keep out of the
social services system.

Chansonettes Begin Holiday
Concert Tour Dec. 11
WESTFIELD — The Chansonettes
of Westfield are ready to begin their
2019 holiday concert tour. Their new
winter concert “The Most Wonderful
Time of the Year” is scheduled to
make stops beginning Wednesday,
December 11, at Atria in Cranford,
followed by December 12, at Arbor
Terrace in Mountainside, Chelsea in
Fanwood on December 17, and finally Cranford Senior Housing on
December 18. The all-female chorus
will perform favorites old and new

Model Railroad Club
Holiday Show
COUNTY – All Union County residents and visitors are invited to attend the annual Holiday Sound and
Light Show hosted by The Model
Railroad Club, at the A. Paul Mallery
Model Railroad Center, located in a
mixed-use corner of Union County’s
Lenape Park, off Route 22 East in
Union Township, behind the Home
Depot at 930 South Springfield Road.
Each year the Railroad Club dresses
up a spectacular HO scale layout for
the holidays and puts on a series of
shows.
This year, the Holiday Sound and
Light show will run every Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday until December 15.
For ticket information visit the Railroad
Club
online,
themodelrailroadclub.org. Children
of all ages are welcome, and those
age two and under are free.
All proceeds from the Holiday
Sound and Light Show go towards
funding the activities and public outreach projects of the Railroad Club.

Shine a Spotlight
on Your Business
goleader.com/form/bulletin

THE TENANTS...Senior leads Sahil Mulji of Edison, Kallie Schildge of Westfield,
Mayah Nissim of Scotch Plains and Shane Kornecki of Colonia perform in The
Tenants,the world premiere fall play at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison, held November 15-16 in the Berry Performing Arts Center.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Fall
Play Tells Compelling Story
AREA -- Congratulations to the
cast and crew of The Tenants, the
world premiere fall play at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge (W+H) School
in Edison, for an amazing production on November 15-16 in the Berry
Performing Arts Center.
Leading players Kallie Schildge of
Westfield, Shane Kornecki of
Colonia, Mayah Nissim of Scotch
Plains, and Sahil Mulji, Neil Shah
and Tarun Ravilla of Edison starred
and did a magnificent job telling the
original story. Playwright Kyra Tantao
of Brooklyn attended Saturday’s show
and was beaming with pride and praise
after watching the W+H students perform on the stage.
“I’m so incredibly proud of the
students,” Ms. Tantao said. “They
absolutely blew me away. I was

laughing, crying happy and sad and
crying with pride and joy. This just
reminds me how powerful artists are
and how important their voices are.”
The cast and crew also made a positive impact off the stage in the community. They held a weekend fundraiser
and donated $500 to aid the Colonia
family who recently lost their home
when a plane crashed into it.

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being
accepted for
This Is Westfield.
Send hi-res images to
ae@goleader.com.

It’s A Wonderful Life Comes
To CDC Theatre Dec. 6-15
CRANFORD -- The fully staged
version of the classic holiday movie
It’s A Wonderful Life, adapted by
Philip Grecian, will bring George
Bailey, his family, friends and the
town of Bedford Falls to life on the
CDC Theatre stage beginning December 6. Located at 78 Winans
Avenue, in Cranford, the theatre is
celebrating its 101st season.
Boasting a large cast that ranges

from ages 8 to 80, including a
children’s chorus of carolers singing holiday favorites, It’s A Wonderful Life is a great way to usher in
the holiday season!
The show runs from December
6-15, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30
p.m. with 2 p.m. matinees on December 8,14,15.
For best prices and selections,
visit cdctheatre.org.

LET IT GO...Middle School thespians at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison performed Frozen Jr. the Musical before packed houses in both performances on November 2 in the Berry Performing Arts Center. David Ezra FlatauJones of Scotch Plains as Kristoff, Julia Machado of Edison as Anna, Sarah Alves
of Springfield as Elsa, and Tommy Majkowski of Woodbridge as Olaf led an
energetic and enthusiastic cast. Congratulations to the cast and crew for a
wonderful performance that left patrons smiling and singing!

including, “Santa Claus is Coming to
Town,” a rhythmic “Tidings of Comfort and Joy,” “Hanukah Oh Hanukah”
and “Nutcracker Jingles.”
The Chansonettes, in existence for
70 years, performs a holiday concert
series every December and a spring
concert series each May. The women
rehearse once a week on Wednesday
nights at the Presbyterian Church on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, under
the direction of Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda. The group
is happy to welcome new voices: 1st
Soprano, 2nd Soprano and Alto.
Anyone needing more information
regarding joining the group or booking a future concert may call co-vicepresident of the group, Amy
Herrington at (908) 578-3588.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
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Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale
A True Westfield Tradition • Est. 1947 • Christmas Trees & Wreaths • Roping & Stands

Starts Saturday, November 30th • Elm Street Athletic Field
Weekdays Monday to Friday 5PM - 9PM • Saturdays & Sundays 9AM - 6PM

All Proceeds Donated To Local Charities & Non-Profits

Lincoln School’s Eighth Grade
Beauty and the Beast Impresses
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Radium Girls at Westfield High
Radiates Social Consciousness

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TIMELY TALE...The Westfield High School Theatre Department produced its fall play, Radium Girls by D.W. Gregory,
the weekend of November 21-23. Madame Curie (Sarah Rappoport), pictured far right, is introduced to the Women's Club
of Orange, N.J. and members of the press.
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School Theatre Department
mounted the sobering two-act play
Radium Girls by D.W. Gregory the
weekend of November 21-23. The
historical play, first produced in 2000,
features the riveting story of female
laborers who were poisoned and died
by exposure to their factory’s use of
radium-based paint. Under the detailed direction of Daniel Devlin, the

talented teens played an array of characters centered around the girls, their
families and the company executives
who tried to protect the name of their
company.
In 1926, radium was seemingly a
miracle cure. Madame Curie (Sarah
Rappoport), 20 years earlier became
an international celebrity by isolating
the isotope. The consensus was that
not only was radium safe, but it could
eradicate cancerous tumors. At that
time, luminous watches using radium

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD -- Lincoln School’s
eighth grade delivered a riveting performance of Disney’s Beauty and the
Beast on November 2 and 3. The
acting, singing, direction, set design,
and costume design continued to impress on each of the nights.
From the opening scene, the Old
Beggar Woman–Enchantress (Leah
Scepkowski) grips the audience’s attention, as she casts a spell onto the
superficial, outright mean and ungrateful Prince (Peyton Zawoysky).
Leah’s costume looked professionally designed and her poignant character voice took the audience on a
journey from the Lincoln School gym
into a Disney-enchanted world.
The Old Beggar Woman–Enchantress immediately casts her curse onto
The Prince, who can be seen through
an illuminated shade, and he is turned
into the Beast. The transition from
Prince to Beast on stage is simply
effective and well thought out.
Peyton comfortably provided a revitalized transition back to the Prince
after the spell upon the Beast had been
broken. Without Peyton’s stage presence as a worthwhile Prince, the play’s
conclusion could have been lost.
Hats-off to student Kaden Hackney
who carried much responsibility gracefully as Belle. Kaden’s eloquent, resolute and clear delivery in her solos help
to maintain the play’s exceptionalism.
Perhaps one could thank genetics or

Photo Courtesy of Krystal Zawoysky

A BEAUTY...Kaden Hackney as Belle and Peyton Zawoysky as the Beast impress
in Garwood Lincoln School’s production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast held last
weekend.

platform shoes as Christopher Sullivan’s
(the Beast) physicality reigned supreme
as he appeared a foot taller than any
other performer on stage. Christopher’s
makeup and costume design mirrored

(that glowed) were the country’s rage.
Young girls who painted the watches’
faces began to fall ill mysteriously.
The saga focuses on the specific story
of 15-year-old Grace Fryer (a lovely
Sophie Tananbaum), one of the real–
life dial painters who fights for her
life while battling the conglomerate
U.S. Radium Corporation in court.
Her former employer, Arthur Roeder
(played poignantly by Matthew
Meixner), although an idealistic man,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Kids all know Santa…now tell them
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE GHOST GIRLS...Teens at Westfield High School star in Radium Girls on the
weekend of November 21-23. The true story tells of the girls, known as ghost girls,
who painted watch faces with radium--a radioactive material that threatened and
took their lives, and one girl who fought the corporation responsible.
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MET Opera’s
Barry Banks and
friends join
NJFO to present
dazzling tenor
classics and
wintertime favorites
to
welcome in
the Holiday season.

Saturday, December 7 at 7pm

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WESTFIELD

Sunday December 8 at 3pm

THE CONCERT HALL, DREW UNIV. MADISON

BROADWAY THROUGH
THE AGES
Broadway vocalists and dancers from Dance
Theatre of Harlem join NJFO to swing to
America’s Great Songbook.

Tuesday, December 31 from 7pm-9pm
WHS AUDITORIUM, WESTFIELD
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Musical Club of
Westfield Free Concert
WESTFIELD — The Musical Club
of Westfield invites the public to a
free concert on Wednesday, December 11, at 1:30 p.m. to be held at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.
The concert will begin with Piano
Sonata in e-minor by composer Florence Price performed by pianist Helen
Ryba. Brennan Sweet, violin, and
Allison Brewster Franzetti, piano, will
continue the program with a Meditation from Thaïs, by Jules Massenet
and Sonata No. 3 in Eb Major, Op. 12
for piano and violin, by Ludwig van
Beethoven. Pianist Carolle-Ann
Mochernuk will close the concert with
Frederic Chopin’s Ballade No.4 in F
Major, Opus 52.

Coming in May
Our 47th
Annual Edition

This Is
Westfield
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Disney’s cartoon Beauty and the Beast
and looked the part through and through.
His demeanor mimicked a disenchanted
Beast, who is minorly disturbed, agitated and dismayed because of the spell
cast upon him.
Macabee Flitsanov absorbed the
Gaston role with ease. Macabee displayed with natural confidence the
self-absorbed, entitled “alpha male”
of Gaston’s character.
Macabee provided comedic relief
at transitioning from the princess’s
suitor to a rejected egoist. Macabee’s
character portrayal was supported
with a body suit equipped with a
superior physique, as all the eligible
females, other than the princess,
“loved Gaston”.
Madeleine Tortorici (Cogsworth)
and Ayanna Ortiz (Lumiere) received
an outstanding ovation from the audience on both nights. Ms. Tortorici
and Ms. Ortiz looked the part with
impeccable costumes and well-adjusted side-kick accents. Their performances were flawless.
Isabelle Cortese played a male character, LeFou, a bumbling sidekick to
Gaston with absolute poise. Isabelle
performed like she was destined for
the role.
Other notable performances include
Nicholas Piarulli (the Fish Man),
Miguel Barros (the Butcher), Milkmaid (Zoey Brown) and Mrs. Potts
(Abigail Henkel).
Tamara Benc, the director and
teacher, delivered a well-managed, soldout play. Hats-off, to Lincoln School
teacher Carol Delconte, who assisted
as the play’s costume designer and set
designer. The costumes were a wellblended mixture of ornate and original
design. Each scene’s set design were
artistically designed wood frames.
All involved made for a beauty of a
night out at the theatre.

TICKETS $30 - $76 | UNDER 21 only $15

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT WWW.NJFESTIVALORCHESTRA.ORG OR CALL (908) 232-9400

To reserve your space
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SHAPIRO 2 TD PASSES FOR CAREER NO. 50 & 51; ROONEY CAREER REC #100, ALLIEGRO 5-YD TD

Blue Devils ‘Stuff’ Cardinals in ‘Turkey Day’ Classic, 24-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High winds may have kept the
visiting Plainfield Cardinals in the
game for a while but it did not
deter the Westfield High School
football team from achieving a
few milestones en route to a 24-

Ballyhoo

0 shutout during the Annual
Thanksgiving Day Football Classic at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 28. In
the 115th (not all on Thanksgiving Day) meeting between the
two rivals, the 7-4 Blue Devils,
winners of the past eight meetSee & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

ings and 13 of the past 14, upped
their record to 63-45-7 (see
breakdown in the November 21
edition) over the 2-8 Cardinals.
Senior quarterback Hank
Shapiro needed three touchdown
passes to tie Phil Martini’s season
record of 22 and although he did
complete a touchdown pass to
senior John Czarnecki and another one to senior Griffin Rooney
falling just one short, he increased

l'ennemi du journaliste

his career total to 51. Shapiro
completed 11 of 19 passes for
105 yards.
“Yes! That was pretty awesome but all the credit goes to
my team. the offensive line, all
the receivers, even the defense
got the ball back to me. I am
fortunate that I have a good
group of guys around me that I
can get the ball to,” Shapiro expressed.
The high winds definitely had
an effect on the passing game.
“November football playing on

Thanksgiving, last year was even
worst. This wasn’t too bad compared to last year but we had to
work together as a team and
play through the obstacles and
we did that today,” Shapiro said.
Rooney needed three receptions to be the first Blue Devil to
reach the 100 career mark and
did just that, and his 98th reception was a 15-yard touchdown
grab in the left corner of the end
zone in contrast to his patented
touchdown grabs in the right corCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Sponsor This Page!
ner. Rooney’s 11th touchdown grab of
the season tied Jack Shirk’s record.
Rooney grinned and explained, “I was
thinking I would change things up a little

bit and say the left side hasn’t been
getting enough love lately, so I would go
on the left side. I said, ‘Hank! Check the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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left corner.’ “
Both of Shapiro’s touchdown passes
were facing the flagpole where he could
observe the wind velocity and wind direc-

tion.
Shapiro commented, “The wind was
going the other way but whatever is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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open, you got to get things done.”
“The wind was bad but when
you have a great quarterback,
you don’t really need to worry

New Jersey

Ballyhoo

whether you are going to get the
Senior running back Tim
ball. With a good game plan, I Alliegro needed 52 rushing yards
wasn’t worried and we got a good to break the 2,000 mark and 138
win,” Rooney added.
to pass Ricardo Johnson, who is

Sports, Humor and Commentary

No. 4 on the WHS all-time rush- Miller, Joe Muselli, Sean Maher
ing list. Receiving fine blocking and Jacob Harnisher, Alliegro carfrom his offensive line led by co- ried 21 times for 115 yards, which
captain Declan McCauley, Andrew
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The Blue Devils’ defense just
included a five-yard touchdown
run. Johnson, now one of pummeled the Cardinals’ offense,
Westfield’s Finest, was observ- permitting 63 yards on 20 caring from the sidelines.
ries, which did include a 39-yard
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reverse by running back Casey with a series of sack attacks and the ball backwards and a 34Roberts. Twice in the third quar- throws for losses.
yard reception by wide receiver
ter Plainfield threatened to score
With the help of a wind blown Tyejuan Taylor, the Cardinals
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
but the Blue Devils answered punt by Westfield that carried
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actually got a first down at the
Blue Devil one. But linebackers
Reid Colwell and Jon Heard recorded a one-yard loss, co-cap-

Ballyhoo

tains Will Kessler (linebacker) ted down a pass in the end zone
and defensive lineman Colin Freer on fourth down.
recorded a six-yard sack and
The Blue Devils went threedefensive back Jordan Ortiz bat- and-out and had a short punt

New Jersey
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that gave the Cardinals great for no gain and Kessler followed
field possession once again at up with an eight-yard sack. A
the Westfield 31. Heard and penalty gave Plainfield new life
Colwell responded with a stuff
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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“Even though it’s just a Thanksbut Kessler and Freer combined
on a 12-yard sack and defensive giving Day, we always want a
lineman Will Heflin stopped the shutout. I am just glad it happened now, our last game. We
Cardinals on fourth down.

Ballyhoo

wanted it the whole season. It’s a
perfect time to end it with a shutout. It feels surreal that it’s my last
time in pads. These kids, Kessler,

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

McCauley, Hank, maybe even
“We really buckled down when
Rooney, they will be suiting up in they got towards the goal line.
college. I am glad that I got to play The whole defense just gave back
with them all,” Freer expressed.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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See Dale Horton’s photos next page
and everybody brought the en- them out of the end zone,” Kessler
ergy. We were really looking to said.
get the shutout and last game on
McCauley, who also made huge
this field, it meant a lot to keep contributions on defense, added,

“It’s Thanksgiving. We knew we
needed to come out with a win. I
didn’t play much defense in practice this week but I knew that I

would end up playing because ended up playing a lot more than
Coach [Matt] Andzel wanted all I thought I would. We played well
the seniors to end the game on overall on offense and defense.”
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
the last play on the D-Line. I

Page S-10

Thursday, December 5, 2019
goleader.com/ballyhoo

After Senior Day ceremonies for
the football players and cheerleaders, followed by a rousing
performance from the Plainfield

band, the game would begin. But
adjusting to the swirling wind was
difficult for both teams and neither managed to score in the first

Ballyhoo
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quarter but late in the quarter, the
See Charles Mulrooney’s photos next page
Blue Devils got possession at their
own 37 and drove to the Plainfield
22 where Shapiro connected with
Czarnecki over the left-center for
the touchdown with 9:35 left in
the second quarter. Mack Prybylski
kicked the point after.
On Plainfield’s next possession,
Freer, even with a cast, performed a circus act when he leapt
forward, tipped a pass and while
still in the air, finished up with an
interception to give the Blue Devils the ball at the Plainfield 35.
Several plays later, Daniel
Hipschman booted a 31-yard field
goal with 7:21 on the clock.
According to Freer, “It hit right
off my glove. I saw it. It almost
went in slow motion and when I
caught it, I was nervous it might
be called incomplete but I got up
and saw a flag. I wanted to make
sure this was real. They pointed
this way [Westfield ball]. It’s my
first interception in my career.
It’s a great way to end my career
even with a cast. I’m just getting
ready for basketball season with
39-yards and nine yards followed and time ran out.
that tip.”
Another overpowering effort by by a penalty, got to the eight- Plainfield
0 0 0
the Blue Devils’ defense stopped yard line where the drive stalled Westfield
0 17 0
the Cardinals in mid flight but a
great punt came to rest on the
Westfield 29. Alliegro made gains
of four yards and nine yards then
a shuffle pass to Nick Martini
added two yards. Alliegro picked
up four more yards and Shapiro
added four yards for a first down
at the Plainfield 48. A 33-yard
reception by Czarnecki put the
ball on the 15 then Shapiro
hooked up with Rooney in the left
end zone for a 17-0 lead with
1:49 left in the half.
After the third-quarter heroics
by the Blue Devils’ defense,
Westfield got possession on its
31 and added a 13-play scoring
drive that included Rooney’s
100th reception, a nine-yard grab
by Czarnecki, a 21-yard run by
Alliegro to the five then Alliegro’s
five-yard touchdown with 1:42
remaining.
The Blue Devils wanted to preserve their shutout but the Cardinals, thanks to Roberts’ runs of

0
7

0
24
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Charles Mulrooney’s photos next page
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Raiders Took Giant Step Forward in Football
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Story on page 9
of The Westfield Leader

This page is brought to you by:

The Law Offices of Michael R. Magaril
908-389-0100 • www.magaril.com
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Photo by Richard Pelikan
SUPPORT
LOCAL
BUSINESS
IN
WESTFIELD...Richard and Jeanie Pelikan are
regulars at Buona Pizza, which is located at 243
South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ, 908-232-2066.
Their pizzas are delicious as you can see from the
photo and they have a great take out and delivery
service. Pictured in the photo are the owner Rocco
(Rocky) Buonomo and Jeanie Pelikan.
goleader.com/free
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