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WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS  SEPTEMBER 2019  
Closed August 31-September 2 for Labor Day 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm  

Sunday hours will resume on September 15.   1:00 - 5:00 pm 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS  
CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO & ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.  

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS STAY WITH CHILDREN FOR MOST PROGRAMS 
THE WML FRIENDS’ CHILRENS BOOK SALE 

SEPT 25-28  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL INFO AND DATES 

9/11  7:00 pm “The Year 1969-50 Years Later” E. Weiner 

9/14  2:00 pm Guitar Power with Guitarist  
Anton Del Forno. Music and talk.   

9/18  1:00 pm Peak into Fall: Cooking with Registered  
Dietitian Victoria Coglianese 

9/18  6:30 pm Secrets of Landscape Photography 
By Expert Photographer Joel Simpson 

9/19  7:00 pm The Art of Crossword Construction  
By Ruth Margolin 

9/7 10:00 am Drop-in Chess Club  No age require-
ment but children must know how 
the chess pieces move.  

9/17  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club  5+ years 

9/17 & 24 10:30 am 2’s on Tuesday Storytime 

9/17 & 24  1:00 pm Crafternoon Storytime 3½ - 5 years 

9/19 & 26 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime  

9/21 10:00 am Paws to Read  Beginning readers 
read to library dogs for10 minutes  
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Despite a plot-slowing traffic jam
midway and the accumulation of sad-
dening clouds in the later laps that
almost turns matters into a dirge, di-
rector Simon Curtis’s The Art of Rac-
ing in the Rain featured enough en-
thusiasm and albeit over-the-top
sweetness to win me over. Hey…it’s
about auto racing and dogs. All that
was needed to fully complete my
world would be a healthy portion
about food. Preferably unhealthy
food. But alas, as this PG-rated tale
about ambition, love and devotion
unabashedly instructs, you can’t have
everything.

Meet Enzo—his namesake being
Enzo Ferrari, of course—the golden
retriever pup who wins race car driver
Denny Swift’s heart and narrates the
story courtesy of Kevin Costner’s
human vocal chords. Although time-
worn on first blush, the literary indul-
gence is able to effervescently dust
itself off and regale us with a dog’s
eye view of human behavior. Given
the requisite suspension of disbelief,
we are tickled by our canine
protagonist’s philosophically enter-
taining look into his own innately, uh,
humanitarian ethos.

Dog lovers in particular find it a
necessary conceit to believe that, not
only do our mongrels have our best
interests at heart, but that they have an
understanding of the cosmos that they
might one day share with us if only we
would evolve a little more. Non-dog
lovers, on the other hand, who see the
world’s pooches as just animals who
might dirty their carpets with shed-
ding hair, for the most part won’t get
it…sort of the way I see golf. Thus it
becomes clear early on that director
Curtis, working from a screenplay
Mark Bomback adapted from Garth
Stein’s novel, is willing to disregard
the latter types in his loving medita-
tion on human’s best friend.

I have no problem believing that a
dog can narrate a film, let alone make
profound deductions about the spe-
cies with which he’s entered into sym-
biotic allegiance. All my dogs talked
and posited grand theories…or at least
I heard them. But Muffin, my cur-
mudgeonly yet devoted Yorkie, the
best eating pal you could ask for,
sounded not like Kevin Costner, but
rather emulated the distinct, Brit-like
inflections of Ronald Colman. He
essentially looked down his wet nose
at Homo sapiens in general, which
caused him no small amount of con-
flict as concerned his relationship with
the Goldberger clan…some of whom
he begrudgingly loved. He departed
at age 12. I had hoped to get another

30,000 miles out of him.
Thus I couldn’t help but think of

that handsome little guy as Enzo re-
lates the part he played in Denny’s
quest for auto racing greatness, which
includes the all-important pit stop for
romance with Amanda Seyfried’s
winsome, supportive and angelic Eve.
Granted, it gets more than a bit soap
opera-ish, and director Curtis either
couldn’t help telegraph what obstacles
lay ahead for Denny, played credibly
enough by Milo Ventimiglia, or sim-
ply didn’t care to attempt any subtlety.
Fact is, all the human beings are types,
with only Enzo possessing any char-
acter dimension.

Oh, sure, everyone concerned is
allocated an epiphany or two before
the checkered flag is flourished, but
Enzo’s life journey approximates the
stuff of a Hermann Hesse novel, re-
plete with allusions to the spirituality
and wisdom of the East.

And then there are the cars. Oh, the
cars…practically every class of racer
as Denny works his way up through
the circuits. For the auto enthusiast,
especially one whose childhood in-
cluded reveries of Formula 1 glory,
the film invites daydreaming galore.
And so I reverted to a nine-year-old’s
brain for the occasion, and wondered,
what would be better to hear? “Wel-
come to the Yankees,” or, “Welcome
to Ferrari.” To paraphrase, “‘tis bet-
ter to have dreamed and just become
a writer than to have never dreamed at
all.” Besides, who’s to say that in
some parallel universe I’m not lead-
ing the pack of open-wheeled speed-
sters at Monaco? Heck, if dogs can
philosophize.

Here’s the thing, though. This isn’t
a great motion picture by any stretch
of the imagination. It’s a 2 & ½. Yet
man does not live by Citizen Kane
(1941) alone. The films we really,
really like often say more about us
than the subject matter into which
they delve. They transport you to a
place, happy, memorable, life-chang-
ing or all of the above. And so, in its
paean to faithful dogs and fast, shiny
cars, The Art of Racing in the Rain
happily reminded me that this is where
I came in, many years ago, when I
first discovered the fantasy-prompt-
ing power of movies. It’s that some-
one else feels the way you
do…understands your passions, am-
bitions and/or fears. And as they say
in the business, that’s entertainment.

The Art of Racing in the Rain, rated
PG, is a 20th Century Fox/Walt Disney
Studios Motion Pictures release di-
rected by Simon Curtis and stars Milo
Ventimiglia, Amanda Seyfried and
the voice of Kevin Costner. Running
time: 109 minutes.

The Art of Racing in the Rain
Tearjerker & Tail-Wagger

2 & ½ popcorns

Premiere Stages to Present
Yasmina’s Necklace

UNION – Premiere Stages will
present the New Jersey premiere of
Rohina Malik’s Joseph Jefferson
Award-nominated play Yasmina’s
Necklace at Bauer Boucher Theatre
Center at Kean University from Thurs-
day, September 5, through September
22, and is directed by Kareem Fahmy.

Previously presented at the 16th Street
Theater and Goodman Theatre in Chi-
cago, Yasmina’s Necklace tells the story
of Abdul Samee. Abdul’s father is Iraqi
and mother is Puerto Rican--but if you
ask him, he’ll say he’s Italian. Longing
to shed his cultural identity, Abdul
changes his name to Sam, marries an
American and does everything in his
power to turn away from his heritage.
But when Sam meets Yasmina, a beau-
tiful woman from his father’s home-
land, he begins to learn that a tree
without roots cannot stand for long.

Born and raised in London, En-
gland, of South Asian heritage, Ms.
Malik is a critically acclaimed, award-
winning Chicago playwright and solo
performance artist. Her work has been
produced at Victory Gardens The-
ater, Chicago Dramatists and Cross-
roads Theatre Company in New
Brunswick, among others. A proud
member of the Dramatists Guild of
America, Ms. Malik is the 2018 re-
cipient of the Lee Reynolds Award,
given annually to a woman active in
any aspect of theatre whose work has
helped to illuminate the possibilities
for social, cultural or political change.

“Rohina has deftly layered humor
into her thoroughly compelling story
about characters who are challenged
to contemplate the lessons of the past
as they navigate their worlds toward
a better tomorrow,” stated Premiere
Stages Producing Artistic Director
John J. Wooten. “We couldn’t be more
excited to be producing the New Jer-
sey premiere of this beautiful and
important play.”

The blockbuster cast includes
Layan Elwazani, recently seen on
Broadway in the Tony Award-win-

ning The Band’s Visit; Eliud
Kauffman, whose film and television
credits include NBC’s “The Black-
list”; Robert Manning, Jr., also previ-
ously seen on Broadway in Magic/
Bird; Haythem Noor, who recently
appeared on CBS’s “Madam Secre-
tary”; Peter Romano, whose interna-
tional theatre credits include the Afri-
can tour of Antigone in the World;
Cesar J. Rosado, whose distinguished
regional credits include last season’s
production of El Coquí Espectacular
and the Bottle of Doom at Two River
Theater in Red Bank; and Socorro
Santiago, currently appearing in the
New York premiere of Mojada at the
renowned Public Theater.

Audience members are invited to
engage more deeply with Ms. Malik’s
thought-provoking play in Premiere’s
free talkbacks following select matinee
performances.

Tickets are also available for Pre-
miere Stages’ exclusive Yasmina’s
Necklace opening night party on Fri-
day, September 6. This event features
a pre-show party with wine, hors
d’oeuvres, live music and breathtak-
ing views of the New York City skyline
in Kean’s North Avenue Academic
Building event space, reserved seating
for the performance and a post-show
champagne toast and dessert reception
with the cast. Tickets for this exclusive
event are $65, and may be purchased
by calling (908) 737-7469 or emailing
ticket@kean.edu.

Performances take place select
Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Sat-
urdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sun-
days at 3 p.m.; please note that the 8
p.m. performance on Thursday, Sep-
tember 12, will now take place at 11
a.m. to accommodate area students.
Tickets are $30 standard, $20 for se-
nior citizens and Kean alumni and staff
and $15 for students and patrons with
disabilities. To make reservations,
please call the box office at (908) 737-
7469 or visit Premiere Stages online at
www.premierestagesatkean.com.

By CAROLINE McNAMARA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — There’s a skel-
eton in the barn. Now that’s a line you
don’t hear every day.

In elementary school, I was invited
to a pool party at a house on Dudley
Avenue and my classmate asked if I
wanted to ‘see something cool.’

In the lesser known annex of a neigh-
boring property, on the second floor
existed a sketch of a skeleton drawn by
The Addams Family cartoonist,
Charles Addams. Outlined in pencil
and filled in with chalk or pastel — the
skeleton is one that could haunt the
dreams and memories of any child.

When I was little, my regular haunts
were the yards of my friends and of
those around mine. Although I loved
sports, more often than not my friends
could find me somewhere inside lost
in another book and story, dreaming
of larger-than-life grandeur.

Not unlike, I suspect, the hopes and
dreams of one young Charles Addams.

When Mr. Addams was a young
adventurer, he spent his melancholic
childhood in the quintessential Ameri-
can suburb of Westfield being the
“neighborhood rascal.” His regular
haunts were exactly that. As a youth
he was often found passing his time in
the Presbyterian cemetery, a friend
once said “his sense of humor was a
little different from everybody else’s.”

Mr. Addams was once caught by
the police for breaking into a house
on Dudley Avenue, the house better
known as the Grande Dame, which is
said to be a partial inspiration for the
Addams Family infamous Victorian
abode. As a young artist, and resident
mischief-maker, he found a neigh-

boring house’s dwarfed adjunct to be
the perfect type of fodder for his art.

I remember standing in that barn in
my swimsuit, with wood and dust
under my bare, wet feet, looking up at
the sketch in awe, wanting to touch it,
but not diminish its quality, and think-
ing I was underdressed for a museum.
Mr. Addams’ sketch is a work of art.

At the time, I didn’t truly compre-
hend what I saw, but I did always
wonder what would possess a person
to break in and draw something like
that. Out of all the things one could
draw on a barn wall, why would he
draw the human foundation?

Growing up, I never had the affin-
ity for dark humor that Mr. Addams
possessed, but the older I get, the
more I realize how apropos his use of
humor to tackle difficult topics such
as love, pain and death was.

I think Mr. Addams saw in us some-
thing we still struggle to see today.
Perhaps it was the human capacity to
laugh when possible, even in the face
of our mortality. Or the fact that under-
neath the color of our skin, the meat on
our bones, we are all cut from the same
cloth…or maybe he was just morbid.

Mr. Addams gave us the chance to
laugh at the unusual, converse about
the uncomfortable, and admire the
human condition of similarity in the
face of difference.

Story was originally published in
The Westfield Leader / Times on Oc-
tober 25, 2018.

Photo Courtesy of the Town of Westfield
ADDAMS UNEARTHED...Members of the Tee & Charles Addams Foundation,
along with Mayor Shelley Brindle and Councilwoman Dawn Mackey, pay a visit
to Charles Addams’ “Dudley,” the skeleton artwork he drew in a barn on East
Dudley Avenue. It made its public debut at the Charles Addams Art Exhibit on
display at the James Ward Mansion in Westfield in October 2018.

Charles Addams: A Look at The Leader Stories of Westfield’s Most
Notable Artist. We will reprint stories of Addams leading up to the

town’s celebration of Addams in late October.

MODERN MEETS PAST...This 1890s farm house has been updated to meet modern tastes but respects its lengthy past. It
is among the homes on the Netherwood Heights Neighbors house tour to be held on Sunday, September 29, from noon to 4
p.m. Rain or Shine. Tickets are available for advance purchase at: The Coffee Box 1359 South Avenue, Plainfield, Swain’s
Gallery 703 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, or online at http://netherwoodheights.org. The advance purchase price is $35.
Otherwise tickets are $40 on the day of the event. Store locations can only accept cash or check made payable to Netherwood
Heights Neighbors. The tour starts at the registration tent located at 551 Belvidere Avenue, Plainfield.

UCPAC Presents Into the
Woods at Hamilton Stage

RAHWAY – Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) pre-
sents Into the Woods from Friday,
September 6, to Saturday, September
21, at the Hamilton Stage in Rahway.

ICON 2018 winner, Jared Milian,
has chosen Into the Woods as his
dream show. The wildly popular mu-
sical by Stephen Sondheim and James
Lepine intertwines the plots of sev-
eral Brothers Grimm and Charles
Perrault fairy tales, exploring the con-
sequences of the characters’ wishes
and quests. Mr. Millian will be play-
ing the role of the Witch.

Performances are as follows: Fri-
day, September 6, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
September 7, at 8 p.m., Sunday, Sep-
tember 8, at 2 p.m., Friday, Septem-
ber 13, at 8 p.m., Saturday, Septem-
ber 14, at 8 p.m., Sunday, September
15, at 2 p.m., Friday, September 20, at
8 p.m., and Saturday, September 21,
at 8 p.m.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center’s Hamilton Stage is located at

360 Hamilton Street in Rahway.
General admission tickets, starting

at $25, can be purchased at
www.ucpac.org/events, in person at
the box office, or by calling (732)
499-8226. The box office can be
reached via email at
boxoffice@ucpac.org.

NJPAC Closes Summer
Concert Series Tonight

NEWARK — Horizon Foundation
Sounds of the City series of free out-
door concerts at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) will close
out the series tonight, August 29, with
Lords of the Underground. Also ap-
pearing: DJ Wallah (HOT 97) and stu-
dents of NJPAC’s Hip Hop Intensive.

Newark’s own Lords of the Under-
ground–the chart-topping rap trio of
Bruce Anthony Colston (aka DJ Lord
Jazz), Dupré Kelly (DoItAll), and
Al’Terik Wardrick (Mr. Funke)–first
broke onto the music scene with their
1993 debut LP, “Here Come the Lords.”
That album went platinum and turned
the Lords into one of rap’s best-selling
units. The group went on to sell over 5-
million albums worldwide, and to re-
lease five No. 1 singles on the Billboard
Rap Chart, including classics like
“Psycho,” “Chief Rocka,” “Funky
Child” and “Tic Toc.”

The concert is scheduled from 5 to 9
p.m. at NJPAC’s Chambers Plaza. In
the event of inclement weather, sched-
uling advisories may be found at
njpac.org.

Along with the performances by
headline musicians, there will be a dance
floor, an artisans’ marketplace, a fleet
of food trucks, and an al fresco bar.
NJPAC’s in-house restaurant, Nico
Kitchen + Bar, will be open.

908-232-4407
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Westfield, Scotch Plains,

Fanwood, Mountainside,

Cranford & Garwood:

sales@goleader.com

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager

Get 25% Off
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Seeking Writers

Do You Have:
* A Musical Background?
* A Passion for Writing?

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times is
seeking creative writers who can
review local symphony perfor-
mances.

Send a writing sample and brief
resume or online resume for con-
sideration to: ae@goleader.com.

My Friendly Neighbor,
Dudley Addams

St. Bart’s Fest Offers Music,
Rides Labor Day Weekend

SCOTCH PLAINS – The St. Bart’s
Festival is happening this weekend.
The annual Labor Day Italian Feast in
Scotch Plains, hosted by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO,
St. Bartholomew’s Church, and St.
Bartholomew’s Academy will be open
Friday, August 30, through Sunday, 4:30
p.m. through 10:30 p.m., and Monday,
Labor Day, September 2, from 3 to 8
p.m. Admission is free, tickets for the
rides can be purchased at the event.

The festival features live music each
night, carnival rides and games for all
ages, nightly 50/50 drawings and a
super 50/50 raffle on Labor Day, and
plenty of food including favorites like
pizza, sausage sandwiches, zeppoles,
clams, calzones, and more.

Live entertainment will be:
Friday: Wolf Creek at 7 p.m. Bring-

ing the very best of country, southern
and classic rock.

Saturday: Mike Aromando and the
Metropolitan Italian Strolling Band
at 6 p.m.play traditional Italian music
(following the 5 p.m. Mass.) Mark
Reno Elvis tribute show at 7 p.m.

Sunday: The Broadcasters at 7 p.m.
perform classic rock music.

Labor Day: The VooDUDES at 7
p.m. perform a blend of sounds infus-
ing Gulf Coast, zydeco, rock, blues,
country and honky-tonk, at times cre-
ating a “JerZydeco” concoction.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle Par-
ish, is located at 2032 Westfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

Follow Us
on Instagram:

@westfieldleader

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res submissions
for consideration to
ae@goleader.com.


