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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 5
The 22nd annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 5 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Be Ready!

LINDER, MURPHY, LEVY, COYLE SPF TEAM CAPTAINS

Raiders Working on Depth;
Strength Up Middle in Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduation has opened a number of
positions but the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer team

feels its strength is up the middle al-
though there may presently be a slight
decrease in experienced depth. But one
thing for sure is that it will be another
successful season for the Raider boys.

Last year the Raiders took top hon-
ors in the Union County Conference
Watchung Division with an 8-0-1
record, received an NJ.Com ninth-
ranking and finished with a 20-1-2
record, outscoring their opponents
56-14. The Raiders were on the short
side of a shootout with Westfield in
the Union County Tournament semi-
finals and their only loss came in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship game to Elizabeth.
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky’s
career record rose to 749-177-60
(.809 won/lost percentage).

“We graduated a lot of quality play-
ers. I won’t say it’s a rebuilding year
but we have 11-12 returning lettermen,
several of which were varsity starters
last year. I am looking for another
very successful season,” commented
Coach Breznitsky.

Seniors Owen Murphy, Alex Levy

and Danny Coyle, along with junior
Joey Linder, have been selected team
captains. Murphy was also a team
captain last year and was a holding
midfielder. Levy is a center midfielder,

Linder was the center back stalwart
on defense — both were selected All-
State Honorable Mentions — and
Coyle, who received All-Central 1
honors and made 37 saves last year,
returns as the goalkeeper.

Seniors Miles Longo and Chris
Vinci return in the midfield. Seniors
Alvaro Fufaro, who played in the
midfield last year, has moved for-
ward in the attack with senior Ryan

Widman (All-State Honorable Men-
tion). Seniors CJ Bunin and Antonio
Lomonte also return on defense.

“We need to fill a few spots and we
are working on things through our scrim-

MUGELE 3-RUN HR, DiFABIO 3-FOR-3, McMAHON 3B, 2B

Deegan Nails 6th Title in Row;
Jars Roselle Am. Legion, 11-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Deeganators” has certainly been
an accurate name for top-seeded
Deegan Roofing when it comes to
competing for the Union County Se-
nior 50+ Softball League A Division
title. The Deeganators, winners of
Game 1, 6-2, seized a quick 9-2 lead
after two innings in Game 2 and
trudged onward to terminate the third-
seeded Roselle American Legion, 11-
3, at Memorial Field 2 in Linden on
August 22 to earn their sixth straight
title. The Legionnaires defeated sec-
ond-seeded JoeMax Telecom, 22-11
and 13-9 to advance to the finals,
while Deegan humbled the Phenom-
enal Boyz, 25-9 and 16-11.

While the Roofers tacked on 19
hits, which included five doubles, two
triples and a home run, pitcher Pete
Appolito kept the Legionnaires low
in their trenches, scattering nine hits,
which included only one triple to Jim
McCullough, who also singled. Bill
Buteau was the only other Legion-
naire who had two hits with a pair of

singles. Joe Caliguari scored two runs
and singled, and Ed Rodriguez rapped
an RBI single and scored the other
run.

Scott Mugele held the big hammer
for the Roofers and pounded a three-
run home run. Joe DeFabio was the
most consistent, going 3-for-3 with a
double, two runs scored and an RBI.
Ricky McMahon thumped an RBI
triple and a ground-rule double, while
scoring once. Damon Roth doubled
twice, scored once and had an RBI.
Appolito had a pair of RBI singles
and scored once.

Doug Fischer led off the Deegan
first inning with a 30-foot squirrelling
single toward third base. McMahon

ZELECHOWSKI, MONTERO, PARETZ VIE FOR SINGLES

Lady Blue Devils Very Strong
At Singles Positions in Tennis

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL VARSITY GIRLS TENNIS...Pictured, left to right, are: sophomores Payton Silverman and Katey Paretz,
freshman Madison Wright and senior Claudia Millwater; back row, freshman Annika Vesuna, senior Ava Paul, freshman
Sophia Montero, junior Mia Fleming and seniors Emma Karp and Carly Burke. Missing: Natalie Zelechowski.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strength at all three singles posi-
tions, exists for the Westfield High
School girls tennis team but as of
August 24 according to Head Coach
Matt Varhley, who will be No. 1, No.
2 and No. 3 has yet to be determined.
In any event, the Lady Blue Devils
will have a very solid singles trio.
However, with the graduation of both
doubles teams, the process of the

determining the proper chemical mix
is still up in the air.

Last year, senior leadership plus
the addition of two super freshman
put the Lady Blue Devils back on the
top rung as far as Union County ten-
nis is concerned and it also placed
them back in the Top-10 in the state
with a No. 9 ranking. Additionally,
the Blue Devils won the prestigious
Moorestown Classic Tournament
(MOT), shared the Union County

Tournament (UCT) title, placed sec-
ond in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament and finished
with a 15-4 record.

“We are off to a good start this
season. We have right now 10 girls on
varsity. We are still working on our
singles lineup where our No. 1 from
last year was in South America for
part of the summer. She’s back and
she’s going to start factoring into the
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE DEEGANATORS – A DIVISION CHAMPS...Deegan Roofing terminated Roselle American Legion to claim its sixth
straight Union County Senior 50+ A Division title. Pictured, left to right, are Damon Roth, Ricky McMahon, Doug Fischer,
Joe DiFabio, Marty Marks and John Garced, back row, Charlie Collins, Mike Juchnik, Pete Appolito, Scott Mugele, Nick
Russo, Kevin Spellman, Tom Baldowski, Marty Bernstein and Farlin Alusik. Missing are Steve Barba, James Nardello and
Kevin Woodring.

ECHAUSSE & RAO SELECTED BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS

Soccer Blue Devils Hungry
For Full Chomp of UCT Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two years of sharing the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title will
not be enough for the Westfield High
School boys soccer team this season.
The Blue Devil boys have a hunger to
win the UCT title outright plus ad-
vance further in the sectional tourna-
ment.

In 2017, the Blue Devils shared the
UCT title with Elizabeth after a 1-1
deadlock. Then last year, despite a
massive graduating group, the Blue
Devils rapidly improved and peaked
at the right time to share the UCT title
with Union after a 1-1 draw. Addi-
tionally, the Blue Devils pulled off an
impressive 2-1, overtime victory over
the third-seeded Watchung Hills War-
riors to advance to the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 semifinals.

But according to team captains
Andrew Echasse and Ronit Rao, shar-
ing just does not do enough.

“Our number one goal is to always
win counties and be solo champs. We
are going to be going for it and then
bigger things going on to states,” Rao
commented.

“It was like a bad taste in our mouth.
It didn’t feel like we were champions.
We shared it two years in a row. We
want that solo championship,” added
Echausse, an All-UC Honorable Men-
tion midfielder in 2017 who was
shifted to the centerback position last
year until the newer defensive players
matured at their positions.

“The expectation is the same as the
last six years I’ve been here. Certainly
to get to the county finals and win it
solo without sharing it. The states, it’s
the same and do a little better than last
year, one step further. We hope for
better success with that and I think we
have 22 guys, who can do that,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw said.

Although some switching of posi-
tions will be made, returning players

who were on defense last year are
seniors Eric Ellner, Elias
Carayannopoulos, Rao and Chris
Giglio, along with juniors Jack
Kelesoglu and Jeremy Kornfeld. Ryan
Friedberg is expected to start in goal
with senior Nick Senyk as the backup.
Senior Camilo Cardenas-Caceres is
also expected to be in the back.

“I think that’s one of our biggest
strengths coming back. This year we
have seven returning defenders and
our whole starting back line return-
ing. That’s going to be one of our keys
to going to states this year compared
to last year and the year before. I
would like to think that we could
pump in a few goals from the defense
on set pieces,” Rao said

“Ryan Friedberg in goal. Played
some matches as a sophomore last
year. Understanding what’s needed
of him in goal. Then our back. I don’t
think we really lost anybody in the
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SENIOR SOCCER BOYS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; team captains Ronit Rao and Andrew
Echausse; back row, Eric Ellner, John DeSena, Eli Carayannopoulos, Camilo Casares, Nick Senyk and Chris Giglio.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A SHOT...A Raider takes a shot during a girls soccer scrimmage game
against Northern Highlands last week in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are: Joey Levy, Owen Murphy, Danny Coyle and Alex Levy.
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See More HS Preseason
In September 5 Edition


