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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

106-Year-Old Cranford Woman
Thanks Asm. Bramnick And Staff

I am writing this letter expressly to
thank New Jersey District 21 Assem-
blyman Jon M Bramnick and his staff
members Bryan Li, Tim Mulhall, and
Glenn Mortimer for their assistance.

Within five minutes after emailing
my July 16, 2019 letter to the
Assemblyman’s office, I received a
phone call from Glenn Mortimer. We
discussed my Mother’s municipal
property tax dilemma; and, Glenn
began the process towards resolu-
tion.

A week later on Thursday July 25,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and his
staff members Bryan Li, Tim Mulhall,
and Glenn Mortimer visited my
mother Rose in her Cranford home.
Professional, courteous, and unas-
suming, Assemblyman Bramnick and
his staff members listened and acted
demonstrating their sincere efforts to
resolve my mother’s property tax situ-
ation. On July 15, this writer had set
up a GoFundMe campaign “Helping
a Centenarian Keep Her Home” on
behalf of my mother; and thanks to
the Assemblyman’s and his staff’s
visit and intervention, the campaign
rocketed to success overnight and
beyond its goal.

On August 6, 2019 the Assembly-

man and his staff members accompa-
nied this writer to the Cranford Tax
Office and presented the deputy tax
collector with the GoFundMe pro-
ceeds less fees in the amount of
$22,001.38.

With sincere gratitude, on behalf of
my 106-year-old mother Rose M.
Estwanick and her daughter, care giver
Rosanne S. Estwanick, thank you
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Bryan
Li, Tim Mulhall, and Glenn Mortimer
for helping a centenarian keep her
home. Thank you for listening to the
issues of property tax relief and/or
hardship exemptions for our oldest of
old New Jersey homeowners who’ve
paid their dues and then some to this
state. At one hundred years and older,
centenarian homeowners on Social
Security income deserve to live out
their lives in their own homes without
fear of tax liens and future home
foreclosures.

Thank you Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, thank you Bryan Li, thank
you Tim Mulhall, thank you Glenn
Mortimer for recognizing and honor-
ing our oldest of old’s dignity to live.

Rosanne S. Estwanick
Cranford

These Dems Presidential Wannabes
Have Scary Proposals And Promises

For the first time in my adult life I
feel fearful for our country. I feel as
though things as I know them to be
are slipping away. Or is it that the 20
or so Democratic candidates for presi-
dent are making it appear that our
country will not ever be as it was
again.

It is not that I am opposed to
progress as I am probably one of the
more forward-looking Republicans
out there. I realize that things are
always evolving, and that change is a
good thing if the changes are of a
positive nature. But it seems to me
that when one of these candidates
says that they are for something all
the others climb on the ole band
wagon. Or they all find it necessary to
put in their two cents about the cur-
rent news stories and formulate a
one-sided twist.

When I watch, listen to and read
about their political performances
around the country at town halls, at
state fairs eating corn dogs and kiss-
ing babies; I must admit that I cringe.
They are critical of everyone includ-
ing each other and refer to Trump
voters disparagingly.

One called his supporters Nazis
and another said all were racists. These
Democrats are a calliope of weird-
ness all calling for attention at once
and ending up in the same places at
the same time practically tripping over
each other.

We have Beto who cannot speak
without conducting a symphony. So-
cialist Senator Sanders sounding more
and more like a bitter old man in a
theater balcony. Mayor DeBlasio who
believes he will win because he is the
tallest and according to him “the tall-
est guy always wins.” Elizabeth War-
ren who keeps apologizing over and
over about having represented her

ethnicity as native American when
she isn’t. Also, VP Joe Biden, who at
times doesn’t seem to know where he
is and is being called the “King of
Gaffs.” By the why Dr. Jill Biden, his
wife, asked that people vote for her
husband even if they don’t like him.

Voters should just “swallow it” and
support Joe so Donald Trump doesn’t
win. And least we forget Jersey’s own
champion of the deep-fried P&J,
Spartacus Booker. Can’t make this
stuff up.

Coming from this clown car of
presidential wannabes are proposals
and promises so scary and out there,
but we do need to pay attention. In-
cluded are major changes to our health
care such as Medicaid/Medicare for
all. Dismantling the Electoral Col-
lege, open borders, completely for-
giving all student loan debt (to in-
clude those dead beats who refused to
pay off their loans while you struggled
to do so). How about eliminating the
Second Amendment and just confis-
cating all firearms from everyone,
these ideas are both on the table.
What about the New Green Deal?

Almost all candidates said they
support the proposal which basically
with Elsie the cow and throwing an-
other steak on the barbie. One candi-
date even admits changes to medical
care will cost us millions, who wants
to vote for someone who will raise
taxes, even more than Gov. Murphy
has done.

Voters need to start to pay attention
to what is going on around us and take
things seriously. Please consider vot-
ing Republican in November from
the Assembly seats at the top of the
ticket down the line to council per-
sons.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Clark
Candidate NJ Gen’l Assembly, D22

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dasymeter – An instrument used in

testing the density of gases
2. Quindism – A fifteenth
3. Metopomancy – Fortunetelling by

human features
4. Plebicolist – One who caters to

vulgarity or seeks the favor of the com-
mon people

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LAPIDARIST
1. A connoisseur of gems or precious

stones
2. An expert in cutting precious stones
3. A stamp collector
4. One who prepares rabbit fur as an

imitation for more valuable skins
LITTORAL

1. Pertaining to an orchard or garden
2. The outer or visible part
3. The region on the shore of the sea or

large lake
4. A marsh or swamp

PLUMOSITY
1. The quality of being feathered
2. Boldness; boastfulness
3. Rotund; state of being round
4. Very heavy, as with lead

GUARIBA
1. A person of rude or clownish man-

ners
2. A howling monkey
3. The fermented juice of pears
4. A lizard-like animal with a forked

tongue

The American Worker
September 2, 2019, we celebrate

our holiday, Labor Day.
We who work from nine to five and

more to feed, clothe, and provide a
quality education to our children.

We American labor take pride in
our civic duties, voting, serving on
jury to ensure a fair trial for our peers.

We American labor volunteer to
serve in our military. We American
labor extend a helping hand to one
less fortunate. We American labor
stand up and place our hand over our
heart when the Star Spangled Banner
is heard and we the American labor at
the crescendo of the Star Spangled
Banner goose bumps appear on our
arms and a tear falls from our eyes in
pride.

We are blessed to be the engine that
runs our democracy, the American
worker.

GOD BLESS you all, the Ameri-
can Worker.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Letters to
the Editor

New Leaders Take the Reins As
Staff, Students Prep For 2019-20

Can Rialto Theatre Be Saved
From Demise for Second Time?

Last week Westfield and surrounding communi-
ties were met by the surprise closing of the Rialto
Theatre on East Broad Street. The movie house,
which first opened in 1922, almost closed in the
mid-1990s before Jesse Sayegh and his CJM Enter-
tainment company acquired both the Westfield and
Cranford theaters in 1997.

The Rialto is the entranceway to Westfield along
East Broad Street for those coming from Spring-
field Avenue. It was featured in the opening credits
for the television show “Ed.”

It appears the closing is related to alleged non-
payment of rent and the overall declining condition
of the building and who is responsible for the
upkeep per the lease agreement. Regardless, the
loss of the Rialto is a major hit to the downtown
Westfield community. What impact the closing has
on area restaurants and ice cream shops and related
businesses is obviously not known yet. Only time
will tell.

We hope that the Cranford Theater will remain
open. Both are owned and operated by New Vision
Theaters and have the same landlord. The Rialto
building is owned by Rialto Holding Co., LLC,
while Cranford is owned by Cranford Theatre
Holding Co., LLC. Both LLCs are owned by Mr.

Sayegh, who operates out of Coral Springs, Fla. The
loss of the Cranford Theater would have a signifi-
cant impact on that township as well.

We are hopeful that some sort of agreement can be
worked out to reopen the Rialto. Perhaps there is
another theater company or investor group that might
be interested. But, as Mayor Shelley Brindle has
noted, the movie theater business is difficult these
days, with online streaming becoming more and more
popular through companies such as Netflix.

The Rialto was again to take part in Westfield’s
AddamsFest, a promotion named after cartoonist
Charles Addams, who created “The Addams Family.”

Movie theaters were popular on Friday and Satur-
day nights for date nights among young couples.
Tuesday nights was discount night. The Rialto has
been a huge part of the community as generations of
kids grew up coming to the theater with their fami-
lies and friends. Saturday matinees also were great,
as parents knew where their kids were.

It is our hope that this landlord-tenant dispute can
end peacefully. If not, we encourage the town to
reach out to Mr. Sayegh to see what can be done to
save this important part of Westfield history.

Is there a “Save The Rialto” sequel coming?
Hopefully.

Once again, it seems the last couple of months have
elapsed in the blink of an eye. As the summer winds
down, thousands of families are gearing up for the
pending start of the new school year, with many
collegians already getting settled into dorm and cam-
pus life. Other young scholars are readying for their
first day of preschool, kindergarten or the next grade
level, among them those segueing from elementary to
middle school, and from middle school to high school.

Like always, the new school year will feature a
blend of new and familiar faces, routines and
experiences, not only for students but for staff and
administrators as well. Within our local education
communities, a changing of the guard has occurred
on multiple administrative levels during the sum-
mer, and major renovations to school buildings and
grounds are progressing or will be completed in
time for the opening of schools next Thursday,
September 5.

In Westfield, several individuals have assumed
new leadership roles following the passing in April
of former Westfield High School (WHS) Principal
Derrick Nelson, Ed.D. Former Roosevelt Interme-
diate School Principal Mary Asfendis became the
new WHS principal at the start of August. She has
been succeeded at Roosevelt by Brian Gechtman,
who had been assistant principal there. Newly-
appointed Keith Brunson, currently a dean of stu-
dents at Piscataway High School, will become
Roosevelt’s new assistant principal October 15.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district will

open the 2019-2020 year with new Superintendent
of Schools Joan Mast, Ed.D., at the helm. Formerly
assistant superintendent of schools for the district,
she ascended to her new position following the
retirement of Margaret Hayes, Ed.D., in July. Addi-
tionally, Gwendolyn Ryan is the new permanent
superintendent of the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools, the campus of which is located in
Scotch Plains.

Mountainside also has welcomed a new superin-
tendent of schools, Janet Walling, following the
recent retirement of former chief school administra-
tor Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D.

In Cranford, multiple schools will have new princi-
pals. Kevin Deacon, former principal of Livingston
Avenue School, will head Hillside Avenue School.
Cari Lopez has been tapped as the new Livingston
Avenue principal. Lori Lubieski-Hutmaker is now
principal of Orange Avenue School. Both Mrs. Lopez
and Ms. Lubieski-Hutmaker have teaching and ad-
ministrative experience in other New Jersey districts.

With another school year about to dawn, we wish
our new and veteran education leaders alike, to-
gether with their fellow administrators, teachers and
other district personnel, much success as they con-
tinue to help shape the future for the youth entrusted
to their care. We likewise wish all students of our
communities, including those enrolled at public,
private or parochial schools, a year of myriad oppor-
tunities for them to continue working toward their
full potential.

Cranford Names Cari Lopez New
Livingston Avenue School Principal

The Cranford Board of Education is
pleased to announce Cari Lopez as the
new principal of Livingston Avenue
School. Mrs. Lopez was selected after
an extensive search process which in-
cluded multiple interviews with selec-
tion committees (superintendent, asst.
superintendent, parents, administra-
tors, and teachers), reviews of work
samples, and a very thorough refer-
ence check.

Mrs. Lopez began her educational
career as a fourth-grade teacher in North
Brunswick at Livingston Park Elemen-
tary School. During her 12 years as a
fourth-grade teacher, she served as grade
level leader, gifted and talented lead
teacher and the summer academy lead
teacher. She was also involved in many
district-wide committees including lan-
guage arts, cultural awareness, and the
curriculum writing and revision com-
mittee. Mrs. Lopez also served as the
district representative to Kean
University’s Diversity Council and met
with educators throughout the state to
help promote cultural awareness and
reduce prejudice in schools. In addi-
tion, she had the honor of joining a
panel of superintendents as a teacher
representative with Governor Christie
to discuss changes in education. She
then moved into administration as an
instructional dean at Parsons Elemen-
tary School in North Brunswick. Among
her many duties, she served as the anti-
bullying specialist and led efforts in
promoting social-emotional learning.

Over the course of four years, she
worked to establish restorative prac-
tices to effectively handle discipline in
the school. Her proudest accomplish-
ment during her time at Parsons was
starting a non-tenured teacher support
group where teachers received timely
and meaningful professional develop-
ment while building collaborative and
supportive relationships.

In January 2019, Mrs. Lopez was
hired as an assistant principal at Martin
Luther King Elementary School and
Washington Elementary School in
Edison Township. During her short time
in Edison, she built positive relation-
ships with all stakeholders and imple-
mented initiatives that focused on the
social and emotional well-being of stu-
dents, while also enhancing the aca-
demic program.

Mrs. Lopez attended Rutgers Uni-
versity for both her undergraduate and
graduate education. She began as a
nutrition major on Cook Campus and
then switched to education.

Mrs. Lopez lives in North Brunswick
with her husband, Will, and daughters,
Stella and Lucy. She is very excited to
be named the new principal of
Livingston Avenue School and looks
forward to working collaboratively with
parents/guardians, students, and staff
to ensure the success of the Livingston
Avenue School community.

Scott Rubin, Cranford
Superintendent of Schools


