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Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.
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Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference
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Jim Lowney/County of Union
GREENSIDE REOPENING...Scotch Plains and Union County officials recently
celebrated the official reopening of the Greenside Playground in Scotch Plains
after upgrades to the park. The improvement project was funded by a $50,000
grant from the Union County Kids’ Recreation Trust. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella, Freeholder
Rebecca Williams, Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, Freeholder Sergio
Granados, Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith and Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo

Electric Bike Donated To
WPD By Business Owner

WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro has an-
nounced the recent donation of an
electric bike to the Westfield Police
Department’s Bicycle Patrol by local
businessman Rory Chadwick of Mid-
town Authentic.

The rugged electric patrol bike was
built by Trek exclusively for law en-
forcement. It is not available in stores,
nor can it be purchased online. It is
equipped with a powerful Bosch
motor for sustained speeds of up to 28
mph, a light and tough alloy frame, a
high-quality suspension fork and pa-
trol-ready features like an included
rack and kickstand.

Last month Chief Battiloro an-
nounced the implementation of bi-

cycle patrols in downtown Westfield.
Since then, officers have been deployed
on bikes for large public events, such as
the Sweet Sounds Downtown Music
Festival each Tuesday night.

Chief Battiloro said the Bicycle
Patrol has been utilizing refurbished
20-year-old bicycles. He expressed
his gratitude to Mr. Chadwick for the
donation and for his ongoing support
of the Westfield Police Department’s
community policing efforts.

“This electric bike will allow our
officers to patrol safer, farther and
faster,” Chief Battiloro added.

Mr. Chadwick arranged for the
purchase of the electric bike through
Jay’s Cycle Center of Westfield, a
Trek distributor.

WPD Announces Speed
Limit Enforcement Initiative

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department will increase its ef-
forts to enforce speed limit laws
throughout the town in order to fur-
ther promote pedestrian safety, Chief
Christopher Battiloro has announced.

“With the arrival of the back-to-
school season, the time is right to take
additional steps to ensure our motor-
ists are complying with speed limit
laws,” Chief Battiloro said. “Our pri-
ority in Westfield is to promote a
culture of safety, and we will be using
all tools at our disposal – old and new
– to do so in every part of town.”

Residents are advised that strict en-
forcement will include a lower thresh-
old of tolerance over the posted speed
limits in order to promote positive be-
havioral changes among drivers. In
addition, Westfield Police will utilize a
new, low-profile radar enforcement car
with ghost graphics (not as visibly
marked as a standard patrol car), as well
as a police motorcycle newly equipped
with a compact computer and printer
set up for electronic ticketing. Chief
Battiloro also noted that officers will be
more heavily enforcing pedestrian right-

of-way laws to further improve safety
downtown and throughout Westfield.

“One of the top concerns we hear
voiced by residents is pedestrian
safety, particularly in our busy down-
town area,” Mayor Shelley Brindle
said. “This push by our police depart-
ment to enforce speed limits and yield-
ing to pedestrian laws is not only
timely and necessary, but also em-
phasizes our approach of focusing
resources on issues that impact qual-
ity of life for residents.”

“This is not intended to be a surprise
operation,” added Chief Battiloro.
“Everyone should know that our ef-
forts are focused on this priority for the
foreseeable future, and hopefully that
will result in fewer infractions.”
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Cari Lopez Named Principal
At Livingston Ave. School

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation met Monday night before the
kickoff of the 2019-2020 school year
with the announcement that Cari
Lopez will become the new principal
of Livingston Avenue School. The
appointment is part of a transition
phase that includes current Livingston
Avenue Principal Kevin Deacon fill-
ing the vacancy at Hillside Avenue
School after the retirement of Curt
Fogas, the former principal there.

“It was a very thorough process
even though it was a short period of
time,” said Superintendent Scott
Rubin, Ed.D. “The last iteration of
the selection committee consisted of
14 different community stakehold-
ers.” These stakeholders included Mr.
Deacon, the incoming PTA president,
teachers and parents.

“They were looking for a special
person that would uphold the ideals
that we hold so close in Cranford,”
Mr. Rubin said. “After our final round
the panels unanimously said go get
Mrs. Lopez.”

Mrs. Lopez will be coming from
Martin Luther King Elementary
School in Edison, where she serves
as an assistant principal. However,
much of her experience was in North
Brunswick, where she spent 12 years
as a fourth-grade teacher before mov-
ing into an administrative capacity
at Parsons Elementary School. At
Parsons, Mrs. Lopez was an instruc-
tional dean with an emphasis on
“socio-emotional” learning and acted
as an anti-bullying specialist. Mrs.
Lopez also touts a long list of ac-
complishments outside the confines
of the classroom and administrative
offices, including serving on Kean
University’s Diversity Council,
where she represented her respec-
tive district. She also was part of a
Superintendent’s panel as the teacher
representative discussing topics such
as educational change with Gover-
nor Chris Christie.

Mrs. Lopez, who was in attendance
with her husband and two young
daughters, has yet to be assigned an
official start date as principal at
Livingston Avenue. She currently is
slated to remain in Edison for the time
being, with Superintendent Rubin re-
marking, “They will try to release her
to us as soon as possible.”

In other district news, the audito-
rium at Cranford High School will

not be ready for the Fall Gala, with
work on the auditorium still in
progress and with no timeline avail-
able as to when the work will be
completed. Superintendent Rubin re-
marked that the district intends on
keeping the Gala in Cranford, with
Union County College floated as the
primary alternative site. The district
will update the public when it has
more information..On the curriculum
front, the district informed the public
that the year’s curriculum would be
available online and viewable any-
time. The district urges parents and
educators alike to view the curricu-
lum through the district website.

In more board of education news,
the Social Studies program will host
a new facet this year which will in-
clude a series of magazines and elec-
tronic resources all tying into the
district literacy goals. School offi-
cials are hopeful this vehicle of de-
livering lessons will resonate with
the students, comparing these tools
to the experience of reading through
a national geographic magazine.
However, the biggest development
within the new Social Studies pro-
gram is the implementation of the
STATS method, which stands for
Students Taking Action Together. It
will function as a set of instructional
strategies capable of being weaved
into existing Social Studies lessons.
The philosophy behind this method
is to promote civic engagement and
respectful discourse among students.

Moreover, the district intends on
increasing the use of the iReady soft-
ware. iReady is data-driven software
used as a way to identify the aca-
demic needs of students. iReady can
be a tool to offer students new aca-
demic challenges. In the same tech-
nological vein, the district will intro-
duce a new pilot course focusing on
digital marketing and social media.
The course and its marketing soft-
ware will act as a web-based simula-
tor bringing to life the concepts dis-
cussed in the course. Being a pilot,
the district will depend on the feed-
back of faculty and students when
evaluating the new course.

The board’s last public meeting
came in the wake of its retreat, where
the body began discussing long-term
goals. The board intends on revealing
its three district-wide goals to the
public during the next meeting in
September, according to Board Presi-
dent Kurt Petschow, Jr.

RVSA Sees Surprise Costs
From Dryer Breakdown

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Failure of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) sludge dryer is costing the
Authority significant money in haul-
ing charges, and, as a result, the unex-
pected repair is being handled on an
urgent basis, the RVSA revealed at its
recent board of directors’ meeting.

A breakdown of RVSA’s sludge
dryer has resulted in substantial costs
to the Authority. In the interest of
speed, a resolution for $85,000 was
approved without a formal estimate.
As the needed work was examined
more closely, the estimate rose to
$187,000. Jim Meehan, the
Authority’s executive director, has
stated his belief that costs can be
reduced by $30,000 to $40,000 by
use of Authority staff to perform some
functions on the estimate. During the
cleaning and examination, a nozzle
and a master lock were found in the
dryer. It is believed these items were
significant factors in the excess wear
that the machine suffered.

The broken dryer also is causing
RVSA to bleed cash. Because
undried sludge is both bulkier and
heavier than dried sludge, the Au-
thority is facing additional trucking
costs of roughly $20,000 weekly.
As a result of this, RVSA manage-
ment wants to have the repairs made
as quickly as possible.

A special meeting was held on
August 8, at which a resolution was
approved in the amount of $85,000
with Komline-Sanderson slated to
perform the work. Due to the dis-
covery that the damage was consid-
erably worse than originally be-
lieved, work on this was not begun.
Another special meeting is antici-
pated in order to approve a revised
resolution.

Payment was received on a

$225,000 Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency resiliency grant, re-
funding expenses the Authority spent
on developing black start procedures.
The black start essentially allows the
Authority to bring the plant back on
line in case of a loss of power. Offi-
cials said this is an essential need
because with the gravity feed, power
loss would result in the plant flooding
with sewage or the need to shunt raw
sewage into the Rahway River.

RVSA is considering a revision to
the user charge methodology. Details
of the new plan have not been publicly
revealed, but some details are becom-
ing a bit clearer. An opinion rendered
by Dennis Estis, the Authority’s coun-
sel, indicated that a change to the
Authority’s operating agreement would
not be needed for the changes being
considered. Discussion about reduced
sampling and continuing the current
sampling schedule in case of a munici-
pality disputing the new methodology
seems to indicate a reduced sampling
schedule.

In other recent news, Springfield
has purchased 100,000 gallons per
day in flow rights from Garwood for
$145,000. This is part of an ongoing
effort by Springfield to bring a long-
term excess flow situation under con-
trol. Springfield is one of three mu-
nicipalities facing penalties for the
2017–2018 operating year. Determi-
nation of these penalties is to be made
at the September meeting. This repre-
sents the first time in RVSA’s history
that a flow rights sale has been made.

Joanne Grimes, who retired at the
end of June, was recognized with a
resolution for her 34 years of ser-
vice to RVSA. An additional reso-
lution from Springfield also was
presented to her.

The next regular meeting of RVSA’s
board will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 19, at 7:05 p.m.

WESTFIELD — On Wednesday,
September 18, Revelation Creative
will host its second annual Business
Back-to-School, an educational and
philanthropic networking event. Rev-
elation Creative is a strategic consult-
ing agency.

The event will take place at
Ferraro’s, 14 Elm Street, Westfield,
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. The keynote
presentation will be by Susan Ascher,
president and chief executive officer
of The Ascher Group of Short Hills, a
consulting firm. Ms. Ascher also is
founder of The Sphere of Excellence
in Communication™, Course Con-
nections, and Culinary Connections.
She is an executive coach as well as a
business coach and author. She is a
graduate of Lehigh University.

Passed hors d‘oeuvres will be
served along with plated dinner dur-
ing the presentation portion of the
evening. Dinner and dessert are in-
cluded in the price of admission as
well as an open bar. The event in-
cludes a silent auction with prizes to
be won that feature a one-year mem-
bership to the Park Avenue Club, a
fully-produced and directed video
promo for one’s business, a round of
golf for four at one of New Jersey’s
top courses, tickets to professional
sporting events, and a corporate
headshot session with the official

BBTS event photographer.
According to Gina Marie Mattei, presi-

dent of Revelation Creative, “The focus
of Business Back-to-School is to create
opportunities for attendees to grow their
companies through connecting, learn-
ing, and having fun, all while supporting
a phenomenal cause.” Activities will
include guided networking, fun icebreak-
ers, trivia games, prize-winning oppor-
tunities, engaging education and dinner.
Educational sessions with active audi-
ence engagement and Q&A also will be
included in the evening’s program.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates (CASA) of Union County
(casaofunioncounty.org), which re-
cruits, trains, supervises and supports
community volunteers to advocate
for abused, neglected and abandoned
children placed in foster homes or
residential facilities.

Sponsors for this event include the
New Jersey Association of Women Busi-
ness Owners (NJAWBO). Organizers
have set a fund-raising goal of $7,500 to
benefit CASA of Union County.

To register for the event, go to
www.bit.ly/RCBBTS2019. Donations
also can be made through the link.

Revelation Creative is a strategic
consulting agency with proficiencies
in creative design and marketing based
in Asbury Park.

Pallone Visits Elizabeth
ICE Detention Center Again
ELIZABETH — Congressman Frank

Pallone, Jr. (D-6th, Long Branch) is-
sued the following statement on August
21 after visiting the Elizabeth Contract
Detention Facility (CDF), the largest
U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) facility in New Jersey
that holds approximately 300 immi-
grant detainees.

“It has been over a year since my
last visit to the Elizabeth detention
center and the ramifications of the
President’s divisive rhetoric and an-
tipathy toward asylum seekers remain
on full display. Sadly, the conditions
and stories from my last visit have not
changed,” the Congressman said. “I
spoke with over 40 detainees who
fled persecution and violence in their
home countries, hoping only to find
refuge for themselves and their fami-
lies in the United States.

“It is frankly un-American to see
the Trump Administration attempt to
terminate the Flores agreement and
push to indefinitely imprison fami-
lies and asylum seekers once they

cross the border into the United States.
We must never forget that we are a
nation of immigrants that is strength-
ened at home and around the world
when we treat the most vulnerable
and impoverished among us in a hu-
manitarian and fair manner just as
many of our families were when they
first came to this country.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
September 18, 2019 for the “2019
MINDOWASKIN PARK PATHWAY IM-
PROVEMENTS IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract. The major
items of work under this contract include,
but are not limited to, the following in esti-
mated quantities:

600 tons of 2 inches thick Hot Mix As-
phalt Surface Course

920 Tons of Dense Graded Aggregate
Base Course, 4 inches Thick

12,000 linear feet of asphalt restraint
edging

All bidders must submit with their
bid a copy of their New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate. Failure
to submit proof of registration will dis-
qualify the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
obtained at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer
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