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Congratulations to the Top Team for the Month of July!

Deborah Citarella 
Team
Top Sales Team

C. 908.577.0977

Sherrie Natko 
Team
Top Listings and Overall Top Team

C. 908.303.8133

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOU GOT THIS...Billed as “Jane, Ashley and Eric,” Dad Eric took the lead in
“Don’t Stop Believin’” and handed it off to his daughters at Karaoke Night on
the Alan Augustine Park Village Green in Scotch Plains on Monday evening. All
singers were backed up by the group “U Rock” featuring two guitars, drums,
keyboard and tambourine.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIGNING UP...People sign up to perform at Karaoke Night on the Alan
Augustine Park Village Green in Scotch Plains on Monday evening. All singers
were backed up by the group “U Rock” featuring two guitars, drums, key-
board and tambourine.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LAST PICTURE SHOW...The Rialto Theatre marquee went dark on Friday after nearly 100 years in business following an
ongoing landlord-tenant dispute.
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Rialto Theatre in Westfield Closes
Over Dispute With Landlord

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The centerpiece
of the downtown for generations of
Westfielders, the 97-year-old Rialto
Theatre on East Broad Street closed
suddenly on Friday.

New Vision Theaters purchased the
iconic movie house two years ago
along with the Cranford Theater from
Carmike Cinemas, as well as 15 other
theaters in multiple states, including
one in Sparta, N.J.

New Vision Theaters did not return
a call from The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times. The Cranford theater is
still in operation.

Mayor Shelley Brindle issued a
statement saying the theater was shut

as the “result of a tenant/landlord
dispute between New Vision The-
aters, LLC and Rialto Holding Com-
pany, LLC. As this matter is currently
being litigated, neither party will of-
ficially comment.

“Any speculation regarding a
change in ownership status of the
building or its planned future use is
not based on facts. That being said, it
is no secret that the business land-
scape for movie theaters has changed.
Look no further than the recent open-
ing of the Cinemark movie complex
in Watchung to understand what con-
sumers expect in today’s theater ex-
perience, which I think speaks to how
we need to adapt to these shifts in the
marketplace.

“I believe that with every crisis
comes opportunity. I’m committed to
proactively working towards a solu-
tion that will keep the Rialto — in
whichever capacity makes the most
sense for our town — and retain this
historic venue for residents to enjoy
for generations to come. As always,
community input is welcome.”

Legal documents show Rialto Hold-
ing Company LLC and Cranford The-
atre Holding Co., LLC, have been in
a legal dispute with New Vision over
a number of issues including the con-
dition of both the Westfield and Cran-
ford theaters and over the amount of
the rent.

According to the town’s tax
assessor’s office, the owner of the
building, Rialto Holding Company,
LLC, has a mailing address in Coral
Springs, Fla. Rialto Holding, LLC
owns 244-254 East Broad Street. The
Rialto opened September 1, 1922,
with Richard Barthelmess in Sonny
and Buster Keaton in Cops, accord-
ing to cinematreasures.org.

“Around 1966 it was taken over by
United Artists. Two more screens were
added on May 26, 1978,” according
to the website.

Jesse Sayegh, president of CJM
Entertainment in Cedar Grove, pur-
chased the theater from United Art-
ists in 1997 following a community
effort led by the “Save The Rialto”
group after a Long Island developer
abandoned his option to purchase the
theater. He also purchased the Cran-
ford Theater at that time.

Mr. Sayegh sold the Westfield and
Cranford theaters to Digiplex, which
later sold them to Carmike Cinemas,
which sold the theaters to New Vi-
sion.

An Internet search by The Times
found Mr. Sayegh owns Rialto Hold-
ing Company, LLC.

The taxes on the building are

End of Summer Means New
School Yr., Events, Campaigns
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – With major
road-resurfacing work completed
and the at times rainy and sweltering
summer of 2019 winding down, the
fall calendar in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood is a busy one, starting with
the annual St. Bartholomew/UNICO
Italian Festival over the Labor Day
weekend and followed by the start of
the 2019-2020 school year next
week.

The festival honors San Nicola di
Bari, the patron saint of Montazzoli,
Italy, the town from which many

Scotch Plainsers emigrated in the
early 1900s, and runs from 4:30 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m. on Friday, August 30,
Saturday, August 31, and Sunday,
September 1, and from 3 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Labor Day, Monday, Sep-
tember 2. Live music, food, games,
rides and nightly 50/50 raffles will
be featured at the festival.

School-age children will then have
a few more days to buy supplies and
enjoy a few final days of freedom
before the new school year starts on
Thursday, September 5, with newly-
appointed Superintendent of
Schools, Joan Mast, Ed.D., set to
oversee her first school year.

 Both towns have a wide array of
public events scheduled for Septem-
ber and October, beginning with an
arts and crafts fair at the Fanwood
train station on Sunday, September
8. Many towns in the area also will
hold ceremonies to mark the 18th
anniversary of the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks.

Fanny Wood Day is set for Sun-

day, September 15, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., and will include music, amuse-
ments for children and food and craft
vendors. Scotch Plains Day will be
held on Sunday, October 6, from
noon to 5 p.m., and also will feature
live music, craft vendors, amuse-
ments and food trucks.

The Anguilla Caribbean Day will
be held on Saturday, September 14,
from noon to 6 p.m., at the Jerseyland
Park Community Center in Scotch
Plains.

Fanwood’s bulky waste pickup is
set for Monday, September 16, in the
northwest and northeast quadrants
and Monday, September 23, in the
southwest and southeast quadrants.
Permits are due by Friday, Septem-
ber 6.

On Sunday, September 22, the
town-wide garage sale will be held
in Scotch Plains while a car show
will take place on Park Avenue that
same afternoon from noon to 4 p.m.
On Saturday evening, September 28,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Freeholders Adopt Ord. to
Buy Park Drive Property

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved
an ordinance on second reading for
the county to acquire a piece of land
on Park Drive in Cranford adjacent to
Nomahegan Park for $530,000.

The parcel, located at 112 Park
Drive, is owned by SCODEE Proper-
ties LLC. The county has been trying
to acquire the land to add it to
Nomahegan Park since 2008. The
property has a vacant dilapidated
home on it.

According to property records,
Robert Rebimbas sold the property to
SCODEE Properties LLC, owned by
Bob Pyfer and Denise Loriello, in
September 2016 for $280,000. Rob-
ert and Diane Rebimbas bought the
property from Ann Stemmer in June
of 2006 for $875,000.

The Cranford Planning Board de-
nied a 2017 application by SCODEE
Properties to subdivide the 25,000-
square-foot lot in half in order to
construct single-family homes. Those
plans drew strong opposition from
the Cranford Environmental Com-
mission and the township’s flood ad-
visory committee.

When asked by Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson if a pumping station
will be included at the site as part of
a flood-control project, Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski responded,
“You will have to ask Cranford.”

The board also approved a shared-
services agreement with the Union
County Utilities Authority for recre-
ational improvements to Oak Ridge
Park in Clark. The $10-million project
includes a multi-purpose field to be
used by Union County College (UCC)
teams as well as upgrades to the his-
toric Homestead Farm House, as well
as a 400-meter, eight-lane track, press
box and field house.

UCC has committed $2 million to
the project with $2.25 million com-
ing from a state Green Acres grant.

In other business, the board ap-
proved an addition of $1,089,392 to
Mar-Bridge Enterprises, Inc., of
Matawan, the contractor for the Ash
Brook Golf Course improvement
project, for a total contract of
$10,087,542. The change order was
for unforeseen field conditions, de-
sign modifications, owner-directed
changes and a delay in construction
due to utility work by PSE&G, the
latter of which added $300,000 to the
project.

The project included construction
of a clubhouse with a restaurant.

"It cost us six months in construc-
tion time," said Susan DiGiacomo of
Lehrer Cumming, the project's con-
struction manager, when questioned
by Freeholder Chris Hudak.

The board also approved 10-year
shared-services agreements with
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Cranford
for dispatch services. Director of
Public Safety Andrew Moran said the
county and each town have an option
to opt out of the agreements if they
give six months advance notice. He
said it was “more efficient” for towns
to do the longer agreements.

The Scotch Plains agreement is for
$164,800 in the first year, with annual
2-percent increases through 2029. The
county provides dispatching services
for Scotch Plains and Fanwood for
police, fire and emergency medical
services.

The Fanwood agreement is for
$88,768 in year one, with 2-percent
increases.

The Cranford agreement, which is
for fire and medical basic life support
dispatch services, will cost the town-
ship $44,000 for the first year, with 2-
percent annual increases through Sep-

ELECTION INFORMATION -- General Election and school board can-
didates.

SPORTS -- Deegan Nails Sixth Title in a Row, Jars Roselle American
Legion, 11-3; St. Joseph Jolts St. Anthony, 17-0, Play for Crown on Labor Day.

BALLYHOO PHOTOS -- Raider/Northern Highlands Girls Soccer Scrim-
mage; Cranford/Millburn Girls Soccer Scrimmage.

Courtesy of JD Bryden
CHIEF GIANUZZI...Mountainside Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli swears in Lieuten-
ant Joseph Gianuzzi as the borough’s new police chief at last week’s borough
council meeting.
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Mountainside Board of Ed.
OKs New Dismissal Process

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board
of education approved at its Tuesday
meeting a new dismissal policy for
students at Beechwood Elementary
School.

Superintendent Janet Walling ex-
plained that starting Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4, the practice of allowing
parents to come into the school build-
ing to pick up their children will end.
Students will now be dismissed out of
the building via different doors. A
letter explaining the new process has
been sent to parents. Mrs. Walling
stated that she recognizes and ac-
knowledges that this new policy may
require an adjustment period but re-
minded the community that it is nec-
essary to ensure the health and safety
of the students.

Board members also voted to ap-
prove the 2019-2020 academic calen-
dar. This year, in response to feedback
from parents, the board has eliminated
one early-dismissal day, made an ef-
fort to coordinate early dismissals with
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights, and included, wher-

ever possible, evening events such as
concerts. Mountainside students at-
tend Governor Livingston.

Nine new staff members will join
the faculty at Beechwood and
Deerfield Elementary School. Su-
perintendent Walling advised that
the new hires have “hit the ground
running” and have already received
their technology on boarding train-
ing. She thanked the staff for their
energy and enthusiasm and advised
that Alan Brown will be the keynote
speaker at the first professional de-
velopment day. His topic will be
“Teaching Attention in the Age of
Distraction” and the importance of
self-care for students and teachers.

The board also approved two con-
tracts with the Reading- Writing
Project Network to provide profes-
sional development services and site-
based coaching.

In other business, board members
unanimously approved the Gover-
nor Livingston High School General
Education Tuition Agreement Con-
tract for the upcoming school year in
the amount of $4,519,292, plus a
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