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HERE COMES THE SPIDER  MAN...Spider Man makes a visit at the Cranford
Street Fair on Sunday. The fair included food trucks and booths that offered ice
cream, crepes, funnel cake, sausage and peppers, as well as more gourmet items
such as crab cakes and New England lobster rolls.

tember 1, 2029. The contract com-
mences on October 1 of this year.

The freeholders also approved a
$488,000 shared-services arrangement
with Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA), “for the continued
evaluation and analysis of the occu-
pancy and space utilization needs of
county properties.” According to UCIA
bond counsel David Minchella, the
study looks at “all the office space used
by Union County and to make recom-
mendations going forward with regard
to some logistics and use of space.”

Mr. Paterson called the amount for
the study “BS,” while John Bury of
Kenilworth called it “absolutely ab-
surd.”

Freeholder Hudak called the space
study resolution, “a very logical next
step to look at our facilities and make
a good effort to evaluate them and
analyze long-term options for those
facilities.”

He said over the years, the county
has often been “saddled with burden-
some leases (and) expensive construc-
tion projects.”
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FreeholdersNew board member Roy Walton
was sworn in as an alternate member
of the board, filling the seat of Julie
Didzbalis. His seat will expire at the
end of 2019. Ms. Didzbalis was
sworn in to assume the remainder of
Bobbi Anderson’s term on the board.
Her term as a Class IV member will
end December 31, 2021. Ms. Ander-
son had vacated her seat because she
is moving out of state, the board
said.

The board held an executive ses-
sion to discuss one item, Ms. Murray
said, following the public portion of
the meeting.
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750 Walnut

to online tax records.
Community response was shock as

the theater closed without warning.
“Like all of you, I am devastated

to learn of the sudden closing of the
Rialto Theatre, which has been a
treasure of our downtown for many
decades. Since we had been in ongo-
ing conversations with them about
various projects and initiatives for
the town – including a meeting that
was scheduled to take place today
(last Friday) – it was as much of a
surprise to us as it was to the employ-
ees who were notified late [Thurs-
day],” Mayor Brindle said. “In the
interim, please know that I am fully
committed to doing whatever is pos-
sible to retain this storied landmark
that means so much to Westfield.”

The Rialto was to have hosted
“Morticia’s Movies” in October as it
did last year as part of Westfield’s

Garwood Ord. Addresses
Rodent Infestations

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department has been
granted authority to oversee rodent
infestations on borough properties
with broader enforcement capabili-
ties through an ordinance the bor-
ough council unanimously approved
on first reading at Thursday’s coun-
cil meeting.

The approved ordinance allows
regional health department inspec-
tors to compel a property owner to
hire an exterminator to address a
rodent infestation on the private
property, stated Borough Attorney
Tom Jardim, who also is Westfield
town attorney. The ordinance has
been revised from an existing
Garwood ordinance that was ap-
proved in 1974.

Mr. Jardim said the ordinance di-
rectly addresses situations involv-
ing vermin including mice, rats and
other rodents that could begin popu-
lating on a given property. Westfield
Regional Health Department Direc-
tor Megan Avallone discussed with
Mr. Jardim that the ordinance is de-
signed to address rodent infestations
when a homeowner may be ignorant
of the infestation’s existence or un-
willing to address the issue without
necessary enforcement on the health
department’s behalf.

The ordinance does not pertain to
extermination and treatment of mos-
quito populations as much as it ad-
dresses rodent extermination, stated
Mr. Jardim. Ms. Avallone informed
Mr. Jardim and borough officials
that the mosquito population is ad-
dressed by the Union County Bu-
reau of Mosquito Control. It was
noted that the Bureau sprays season-
ally to reduce mosquito populations.

In other business, the contract for
the Gumbert Park hockey rink in
Westfield, located on the Garwood
border, has been renewed for an-
other two seasons, Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock
said. The borough council will send
a letter to Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle addressing Garwood’s dis-
content with what officials say are
various downsides the rink creates
for neighboring properties, stated
Councilwoman Blumenstock.

The contract extension to Union
Sports Arena, operator of the rink,
was approved at a Westfield Town
Council meeting without any prior
notice to the borough council, stated
Councilwoman Blumenstock. The
Westfield Council will review
whether or not the rink will have
“extended evening hours” and a food
vendor in the upcoming season and
beyond, she said.

Councilman Michael Ince said he
does not support the rink introduc-
ing a food vendor option. He said
food vending facilities create added
trash and litter in a residential set-
ting, while negatively affecting local
businesses.

Councilman Ince asked fellow
council members rhetorically why
the Westfield council or the rink’s
operator has yet to find another loca-
tion with such negative feedback
from Garwood and Westfield resi-

dents alike.
Councilman Sean Benoit said resi-

dents had recalled hearing hockey
pucks “hit the boards” throughout
last season, while also noting added
traffic nuisances. Surrounding busi-
nesses could be negatively impacted
throughout the holiday season when
the rink and the businesses will be in
peak operations, Councilman Benoit
said.

He said surrounding businesses
could lose customers because park-
ing availability will be reduced as
rink patrons will absorb parking op-
tions, adding that if businesses be-
come vacant from related or unre-
lated reasons, potential renters who
observe the rink’s proximity may
become apprehensive to renting in
Garwood.

Mayor Sara Todisco provided in-
sight based on information Mayor
Brindle provided during a previous
discussion on why a two-year rink
extension is beneficial. Mayor
Todisco said Mayor Brindle sug-
gested the extension would
incentivize the rink operator to make
property noise reduction alterations.

In an unrelated parking discus-
sion, Mayor Todisco, Councilman
Russell Graham and Police Chief
James Wright met with the parking
solutions company Boxcar to dis-
cuss Garwood parking solutions. The
mayor said Boxcar is an app which
enables commercial property own-
ers to sell parking spaces to business
patrons and downtown business em-
ployees.

The mayor said the parking spaces
are rented for temporary time peri-
ods based on a commercial business
parking supply versus demand,
meaning a business owner could sell
a spot for $7 daily with 75 percent of
the profit going to the business owner.

The app incentivizes efficiency in
downtown parking, while benefiting
business owners who do not utilize
the available spaces at their busi-
ness, stated Mayor Todisco.

“This would be more appealing for
owners of large-sized commercial
parking lots,” said Mayor Todisco.

Boxcar’s owner lives in Cranford
and has witnessed “firsthand how
parking is in high demand” in the
area, stated Mayor Todisco.

Boxcar is used in Westfield and
Cranford.
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LEADER IN NOVA SCOTIA...After reading The Westfield Leader, Mark and
Carolyn Fromm of Westfield stand in front of the Oak Island Memorial for
treasure hunters and toured Oak Island, Nova Scotia.

ing to recognize individuals in crisis
and become familiar with the new
procedures in place, such as checking
identification and asking scripted
questions. The script was developed
with Stonegate, LLC, the district’s
security consultants, and is meant to
help identify people who should be
allowed in the building and those
who may be in crisis. The board asks
patience from parents with the new
procedures, remembering that while
the new procedures may be inconve-
nient, they are for the safety of all
students and staff.

After-school and nighttime proce-
dures also will change. All external
doors will remain locked after school
and classrooms will be locked during
nighttime activities. Parents will re-
ceive letters outlining the new proce-
dures, one from Superintendent Dolan
and another from their child’s princi-
pal. The superintendent encourages
parents to read them carefully, as each
building may need to adjust certain

procedures to better fit the individual
school.

Parents thanked the board for their
work, but continued to voice con-
cerns, believing the board can go
further. All parents who spoke dis-
cussed the possibility of adding secu-
rity personnel to the schools, such as
security guards or a designated em-
ployee at the door to escort visitors in
the building. According to Superin-
tendent Dolan, their research with
security consultants and law enforce-
ment has not “guided us to that point.”

Board President Peggy Oster
thanked everyone for sharing their
thoughts and encouraged “fellow par-
ents to follow these new rules and
procedures.” She continued, “My
email (poster@westfieldnjk12.org) is
always available for you to share your
thoughts and comments.”

The next meeting of the board of
education will be on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 7:30 p.m. at the board
office, located at 302 Elm Street.
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Westfield School Upgrades

Mountainside Board of Ed
OKs New Dismissal Process

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education approved at its Tuesday meet-
ing a new dismissal policy for students
at Beechwood Elementary School.

Superintendent Janet Walling ex-
plained that starting Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4, the practice of allowing par-
ents to come into the school building to
pick up their children will end. Students
will now be dismissed out of the build-
ing via different doors. A letter explain-
ing the new process has been sent to
parents. Mrs. Walling stated that she
recognizes and acknowledges that this
new policy may require an adjustment
period but reminded the community
that it is necessary to ensure the health
and safety of the students.

Board members also voted to ap-
prove the 2019-2020 academic calen-
dar. This year, in response to feedback
from parents, the board has eliminated
one early-dismissal day, made an effort
to coordinate early dismissals with
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights, and included, wher-
ever possible, evening events such as
concerts. Mountainside students attend
Governor Livingston.

Nine new staff members will join the
faculty at Beechwood and Deerfield
Elementary School. Superintendent
Walling advised that the new hires have
“hit the ground running” and have al-
ready received their technology on
boarding training. She thanked the staff
for their energy and enthusiasm and
advised that Alan Brown will be the
keynote speaker at the first professional
development day. His topic will be
“Teaching Attention in the Age of Dis-
traction” and the importance of self-
care for students and teachers.

The board also approved two con-
tracts with the Reading- Writing Project
Network to provide professional de-
velopment services and site-based
coaching.

In other business, board members
unanimously approved the Governor
Livingston High School General Edu-

cation Tuition Agreement Contract for
the upcoming school year in the amount
of $4,519,292, plus a credit of $38,238
for prior tuition adjustments, for a total
of $4,481,054. In addition, the board
approved a Special Education Resource
Room Tuition Agreement with Gover-
nor Livingston in the amount of $11,750.

Board members agreed to accept a
$25,000 donation from the Beverly R.
Grush Living Trust, which will be used
to fund the Helen Bittrich Rothstock
Memorial Writing Awards. They also
approved the cafeteria prices.

The cost of a full student lunch will
be $2.50. Milk will be 50 cents and
fresh fruit and vegetables will be avail-
able for 80 cents. Board members also
approved a contract with Greenwood
Lawn Services for $16,857.

second-annual AddamsFest promo-
tion celebrating the life of Charles
Addams.

“The loss of the Rialto Theatre is
very unfortunate,” Gene Jannotti,
chief executive officer of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, told The Leader on Friday.
“We certainly hope that the theater
will reopen again in the future.”

Mr. Jannotti noted that during its
inaugural years more than seven de-
cades ago, the Chamber held its meet-
ings at the Rialto.

“This is certainly shocking,” said
Michael Goldberger, the longtime
movie critic for The Leader.
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Rialto Theatre Closes
Over Landlord Dispute
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