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Congratulations to the Top Team for the Month of July!

Deborah Citarella 
Team
Top Sales Team

C. 908.577.0977

Sherrie Natko 
Team
Top Listings and Overall Top Team

C. 908.303.8133

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
TEAMWORK FOR CLEAN CARS…The Westfield High School (WHS) March-
ing Band has the perfect sunny day for their fundraiser car wash at WHS and
Edison Intermediate School parking lots on Thursday, August 22.  All proceeds
went towards the 2019-2020 WHS Marching Blue Devils Season.
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Freeholders Adopt Ord. to
Buy Park Drive Property

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved
an ordinance on second reading for
the county to acquire a piece of land
on Park Drive in Cranford adjacent to
Nomahegan Park for $530,000.

The parcel, located at 112 Park
Drive, is owned by SCODEE Proper-
ties LLC. The county has been trying
to acquire the land to add it to
Nomahegan Park since 2008. The
property has a vacant dilapidated
home on it.

According to property records,
Robert Rebimbas sold the property to
SCODEE Properties LLC, owned by
Bob Pyfer and Denise Loriello, in
September 2016 for $280,000. Rob-
ert and Diane Rebimbas bought the
property from Ann Stemmer in June
of 2006 for $875,000.

The Cranford Planning Board de-
nied a 2017 application by SCODEE
Properties to subdivide the 25,000-
square-foot lot in half in order to
construct single-family homes. Those
plans drew strong opposition from
the Cranford Environmental Com-
mission and the township’s flood ad-
visory committee.

When asked by Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson if a pumping station
will be included at the site as part of
a flood-control project, Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski responded,
“You will have to ask Cranford.”

The board also approved a shared-
services agreement with the Union
County Utilities Authority for recre-
ational improvements to Oak Ridge
Park in Clark. The $10-million project
includes a multi-purpose field to be
used by Union County College (UCC)
teams as well as upgrades to the his-
toric Homestead Farm House, as well
as a 400-meter, eight-lane track, press
box and field house.

UCC has committed $2 million to
the project with $2.25 million com-
ing from a state Green Acres grant.

In other business, the board ap-
proved an addition of $1,089,392 to
Mar-Bridge Enterprises, Inc., of
Matawan, the contractor for the Ash
Brook Golf Course improvement
project, for a total contract of
$10,087,542. The change order was
for unforeseen field conditions, de-
sign modifications, owner-directed
changes and a delay in construction
due to utility work by PSE&G, the
latter of which added $300,000 to the
project.

The project included construction
of a clubhouse with a restaurant.

"It cost us six months in construc-
tion time," said Susan DiGiacomo of
Lehrer Cumming, the project's con-
struction manager, when questioned
by Freeholder Chris Hudak.

The board also approved 10-year
shared-services agreements with
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Cranford
for dispatch services. Director of
Public Safety Andrew Moran said the
county and each town have an option
to opt out of the agreements if they
give six months advance notice. He
said it was “more efficient” for towns
to do the longer agreements.

The Scotch Plains agreement is for
$164,800 in the first year, with annual
2-percent increases through 2029. The
county provides dispatching services
for Scotch Plains and Fanwood for
police, fire and emergency medical
services.

The Fanwood agreement is for
$88,768 in year one, with 2-percent
increases.

The Cranford agreement, which is
for fire and medical basic life support
dispatch services, will cost the town-
ship $44,000 for the first year, with 2-
percent annual increases through Sep-
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750 Walnut Resolution Still
Under Review by Board

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board has pushed back memorializ-
ing the resolution on its recommen-
dation to reject the rezoning of 750
Walnut Avenue to its Wednesday,
September 4 meeting to give the
board time to review it further.

Amendments to the 53-page draft
resolution came late in the afternoon
Wednesday, Board Chair Kathleen
Murray said. Some board members
did not have enough time to review
the revisions by the 7:30 p.m. work-
shop session. Board member and
Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley also had
a host of revisions to the resolution
as well, she said. “There are redun-
dancies,” she said she would like
removed.

Should the board memorialize the
resolution on September 4, the town-
ship committee could vote on the
recommendation by the planning
board as early as its Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10 meeting, Mayor Patrick
Giblin said.

The board unanimously denied,

10 to 0, on June 5, 2019, Hartz
Mountain Industries’ application to
rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from a C-
3 zone to a multi-family residential
zone. Hartz had wanted to build 905
apartments on the 30.5 acres of land.

Three members of the public at-
tended the meeting and asked ques-
tions pertaining to the resolution.
Don Smith asked if a recent town-
ship committee private session to
discuss affordable housing may have
resulted in a change of the direction
of where affordable housing is going
as far as language in this resolution.
Ms. Dooley responded, “It can’t;
this can only be based on the 15
hearings,” referring to the hearings
of Hartz Mountain’s application for
rezoning 750 Walnut Avenue.

The Township of Cranford cur-
rently is in negotiations with the Fair
Share Housing Committee and the
Special Master regarding its afford-
able-housing plan and has immunity
from builder’s remedy lawsuits until
September 30, 2019, Mayor Giblin
told The Westfield Leader.
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Rialto Theatre in Downtown Closes
Over Dispute With Landlord

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The centerpiece
of the downtown for generations of
Westfielders, the 97-year-old Rialto
Theatre, on East Broad Street, closed
suddenly on Friday.

New Vision Theaters purchased
the iconic movie house two years
ago along with the Cranford Theater
from Carmike Cinemas, as well as
15 other theaters in multiple states,
including one in Sparta, N.J.

New Vision Theaters did not re-
turn a call from The Westfield
Leader. The Cranford theater is still
in operation.

Mayor Shelley Brindle issued a
statement saying the theater was shut
as the “result of a tenant/landlord

dispute between New Vision The-
aters, LLC and Rialto Holding Com-
pany, LLC. As this matter is cur-
rently being litigated, neither party
will officially comment.

“Any speculation regarding a
change in ownership status of the
building or its planned future use is
not based on facts. That being said,
it is no secret that the business land-
scape for movie theaters has changed.
Look no further than the recent open-
ing of the Cinemark movie complex
in Watchung to understand what con-
sumers expect in today’s theater ex-
perience, which I think speaks to
how we need to adapt to these shifts
in the marketplace.

“I believe that with every crisis
comes opportunity. I’m committed

to proactively working towards a
solution that will keep the Rialto —
in whichever capacity makes the most
sense for our town — and retain this
historic venue for residents to enjoy
for generations to come. As always,
community input is welcome.”

Legal documents show Rialto
Holding Company LLC and Cran-
ford Theatre Holding Co., LLC, have
been in a legal dispute with New
Vision over a number of issues in-
cluding the condition of both the
Westfield and Cranford theaters and
over the amount of the rent.

According to the town’s tax
assessor’s office, the owner of the
building, Rialto Holding Company,
LLC, has a mailing address in Coral
Springs, Fla. Rialto Holding, LLC
owns 244-254 East Broad Street.
The Rialto opened September 1,
1922, with Richard Barthelmess in
Sonny and Buster Keaton in Cops,
according to cinematreasures.org.

“Around 1966 it was taken over
by United Artists. Two more screens
were added on May 26, 1978,” ac-
cording to the website.

Jesse Sayegh, president of CJM
Entertainment in Cedar Grove, pur-
chased the theater from United Art-
ists in 1997, following a community
effort led by the “Save The Rialto”
group after a Long Island developer
abandoned his option to purchase
the theater. He also purchased the
Cranford Theater at that time.

Mr. Sayegh sold the Westfield
and Cranford theaters to Digiplex,
which later sold them to Carmike
Cinemas, which sold the theaters to
New Vision.

An Internet search by The Leader
found Mr. Sayegh owns Rialto Hold-
ing Company, LLC.

The taxes on the building are
$87,317, and the property currently
is assessed at $5,286,600, according

WCC SUPPORTS NEWARK...During the week of August 19, the Westfield
Community Center (WCC) collected over 100 cases and more than 15 gallon jugs
of water to aid the Newark crisis. The WCC will accept water and/or monetary
donations to further support the Newark community through Friday, August 30,
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. The center is located at 558 West Broad Street, at the corner
of Palsted Avenue, Westfield. Pictured are WCC board members Allyson Hroblak,
kneeling; Warren Thompson, executive director Velvet Rodgers and Traci Mon-
roe.
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ELECTION INFORMATION -- General Election and school board can-
didates.

SPORTS -- Deegan Nails Sixth Title in a Row, Jars Roselle American
Legion, 11-3; St. Joseph Jolts St. Anthony, 17-0, Play for Crown on Labor Day.

BALLYHOO PHOTOS -- Raider/Northern Highlands Girls Soccer Scrim-
mage; Cranford/Millburn Girls Soccer Scrimmage.

Courtesy of JD Bryden
CHIEF GIANUZZI ...Mountainside Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli swears in Lieuten-
ant Joseph Gianuzzi as the borough’s new police chief at last week’s borough
council meeting.

Safety Continues to be Top
Priority for Westfield BOE

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The new school
year is around the corner, and
Westfield schools have upgraded their
security to address safety concerns
following a June incident at Tamaques
Elementary School. At Tuesday’s
board meeting, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., and
Business Administrator Dana Sullivan
presented updated security proce-
dures and school building safety up-
grades. Throughout the summer, Su-

perintendent Dolan, Ms. Sullivan and
their teams met with security consult-
ants and the Westfield Police Depart-
ment to ensure that “various parts of
our security plan are up to date and
work together effectively,” the super-
intendent stated.

According to Ms. Sullivan’s pre-
sentation, improved security features
were added to each school. All schools
are equipped with updated cameras
that have improved views of visitors.
More cameras have been added in
each school as well. Panic alarms
(also known as duress alarms) have
been installed in every school build-
ing. Once triggered by trained staff,
these alarms contact a security com-
pany, which then contacts the police.

Windows on outer doors and some
external windows have been equipped
with shatterproof material. All class-
room doors have been fitted with
intruder locks that can be activated
from inside the room. More vulner-
able areas, such as gymnasiums or

auditoriums, will have one door un-
locked during the day, but the door is
linked to the updated public address
system and will automatically lock
during a lockdown. New security gates
also will be installed to cordon off
sections of the school during after-
school hours.

Ms. Sullivan additionally addressed
updated policies. During school
hours, all visitors must call the office
to make an appointment 24 hours in
advance, except for emergencies, and
show identification upon arrival. Par-
ents attending PTO meetings will need
to sign up in advance. There will be
drop boxes outside each school for
parents/guardians to drop off lunches,
projects or other items rather than
bringing them in the building. A staff
member will come out to retrieve the
item and bring it into the school for
the student to pick up.

Staff members, particularly secre-
taries, have undergone intensive train-
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
LAST PICTURE SHOW...The Rialto Theatre marquee went dark on Friday after nearly 100 years in business following an
ongoing landlord-tenant dispute. Legal documents show Rialto Holding Company LLC and Cranford Theatre Holding
Co., LLC, have been in a legal dispute with New Vision over a number of issues including the condition of both the Westfield
and Cranford theaters and over the amount of the rent.


