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Dance 2000 Celebrates its 30th Year!
Register for classes Wednesday, August 21st and Wednesday, September 3rd from 4 to 6pm

Offering classes in ballet, tap, jazz, lyrical, hip hop, pointe and technique

377 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains • 908-322-9696 • www.dance2000nj.com

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
 ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Is Summer Too Hot for a Trip to
Disney World’s Magic Kingdom?

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for the A&E Summer Travel Series

Why would anyone want to risk
heat stroke and fight the lines and
crowds at Disney World in the
middle of summer? No way would I
ever go to Disney World in the sum-
mer. As the song from the musical
Kiss Me Kate says, “It’s too Darn
Hot.”

But I found myself at a conven-
tion for a charity organization called
Kiwanis International at the end of
July. Despite the heat and humidity,
I just had to visit the parks in my
free time. So, after reading up on all
the tips to stay cool, I made sure I
had the proper breathable cotton/
linen fabric clothing, plenty of wa-
ter, and a plan for self –preservation
in the Florida heat.

Of course, go early in the morn-
ing or late at night. That’s a given.

And make certain to take advantage
of the Fast Pass feature for your
favorite rides/attractions. Standing
out in the Orlando blazing sun from
1 to 3 p.m. is never ideal. The park
itself seems to have gotten the mes-
sage and instead of having the 3
p.m. Main Street Parade, when I
was there, they eased into family
friendly mini-parades. I’m not sure
if that was because rain was immi-
nent or if that’s their summer plan.

There are plenty of tours of the
parks that offer a smart way to save
time and steps and make the heat
bearable. The Keys to the Kingdom
is a super tour that not only took us
to the cool (literally and figura-
tively) underground of Magic King-
dom to see the network of tunnels,
called the Utilidor, but it also gave
us breaks in the form of a sit-down
lunch. Another plus was back-door
entrances to certain attractions–the
Haunted Mansion was my favorite.

One of the best tours I took on
this trip, however, is the viewing of
the fireworks at Cinderella’s Castle
with the luxury of not having to
fight the crowds. Called “Ferry Tale
Fireworks, a Sparkling Dessert,”
one of the ferries takes ticketed pas-
sengers out to the Seven Seas La-
goon. We gathered at 7:30 p.m. for
sparkling cider or champagne and
healthy hors d’oeuvres at the dock.
Then by 8 p.m., the hot, steaming
crowds were left behind as the ferry
boat headed out to the middle of the
lagoon. The ferry was gussied up
with small tables covered with black
tablecloths and an array of bite-
sized desserts. Downstairs the bar
was open for adult beverages and
various punch concoctions for the
kids. The lagoon hosted a display of
barges with a character parade of
lighted floats. Disney likes to re-
cycle its characters, costumes, floats

and items. So, some of the iconic
items from the electric parade (that’s
being retired this year) appeared: a
three-piece dragon that looks like
he’s jumping out of the lagoon, a
turtle and a host of other creatures
that delight the children aboard.

While the sun went down, the
anticipation went up as the captain
invited us to the starboard side to
view the fireworks. Because there
were only about 75 of us, we were
each able to get a great view of
Cinderella’s Castle in the back-
ground and the fireworks above.
Upon disembarking, each person
was treated to a special cookie for
later. A bonus? Special busses
awaited to take us back to our Disney
hotels. No hustle, bustle or
lines…just a delightful way to spend
a night in Disney without facing the
crowds and oppressive heat.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BABY, IT’S HOT OUTSIDE…Disney World’s Magic Kingdom in the summertime can be brutally hot. But with planning
and a little help from the Internet, you can find behind-the-scenes tours that will help you cool off.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COOL FIREWORKS…Viewing the Magic Kingdom and Cinderella’s Castle in the distance can be the perfect way to beat
the heat while enjoying the fireworks. A leisurely ferryboat ride with plenty of bite-size desserts and adult beverages are just
the ticket.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
FERRY TALE FIREWORKS...Step
aboard the ferry to see the dazzling
fireworks display at Walt Disney World
Magic Kingdom, while sipping a spar-
kling drink and eating appetizers and
dessert.

‘Out of the Woods’ Will Support
Charity and Introduce Area Talent

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Brian Remo, executive
director of Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center (UCPAC), in
Rahway, has announced a special
musical event entitled “Out of the
Woods” at the Hamilton Stage, on
Friday, August 23, where he said
audience members will hear some
of Union County’s top talent. “We’re
excited to partner with the charity
Inroads to Opportunities, while
showcasing some of the cast mem-
bers of our upcoming production of
Into the Woods.” One of the fea-
tured soloists, Jared Milian, is the
winner of UCPAC’s 2018 ICON, a
vocal contest at UCPAC that won
him $10,000 and the chance to star
in a musical theater role of his
choice. His dream role was to play
the witch in the Stephen Sondheim
show Into the Woods.

This is a role that until now has
been played by women: the quintes-
sential Bernadette Peters originated
it on Broadway, Meryl Steep played
it in the movie version and Vanessa
Williams reinvented it in the Broad-
way revival. Mr. Remo, the director
of the upcoming production, said
that he was amazed and blown away
in hearing Mr. Milian’s rendition.
Video snippets of the vocal rehearsal
validate his sentiment.

Bryan Hansen, the director of mar-
keting for Inroads to Opportunities,
a 501(c)(3) vocational rehabilita-

tion center, will provide the enter-
tainment with the help of five cast
members of the upcoming Sondheim
show. Inroads to Opportunities pro-
vides supports to over 400 indi-
viduals with disabilities in Union
and Essex County every year. Be-
cause this is its 60th year providing
support in New Jersey, Inroads has
asked the Bryan Hansen Band to
partner with the UCPAC for the
fundraising concert.

Mr. Remo said in a phone inter-
view that Inroads to Opportunities
fits with UCPAC’s mission state-
ment to nourish the community at
large by “encouraging cultural and

educational opportunities and show-
casing both established and emerg-
ing local performers and artists.”
He mentioned that the stage will be
partially finished for the Sondheim
show, so audience members will get
a sneak preview of the September
show’s set. Thus, the clever title for
Friday night’s “Out of the Woods”
was born.

According to Mr. Hansen, the night
will offer a variety of music that will
include songs made famous by
Marvin Gaye, Michael Jackson,
Stevie Wonder, the Temptations,
Peter Gabriel, Dave Matthews Band,
Maroon 5, and Beyoncé. At the in-
termission of “Out of the Woods,”
pre-sale tickets for Sondheim’s Into
the Woods, which runs Friday through
Sundays, September 6-23, will be
available. Additionally, this will be a
preview of the main stage perfor-
mance of the Bryan Hansen Band
that will be presenting a charity event
in April 2020.

The band is releasing their forth-
coming studio album in October. A
few weeks ago, they released their
second single, “Smiling Dashboard
Jesus.”

The first half of the Friday night
show will feature vocalists from the
cast of Into the Woods, backed up
by the band, and the second half of
the night will feature songs from the
band’s upcoming record.

For more information and ticket
availability, call (732) 499-8226,
buy tickets online at ucpac.org/
Hamilton-stage, or purchase at the
door.

MUSICAL COLLABORATION…Jared Milian, the 2018 ICON winner from the
Union County Performing Arts Center, will perform with the Bryan Hansen Band
on Friday, August 23, in “Out of the Woods”at the Hamilton Stage in Rahway.
Members of the cast from Into the Woods will perform with the band.

GETTING THE BAND BACK TOGETHER…The Bryan Hansen Band will
perform in “Out of the Woods” at the Hamilton Stage in Rahway on Friday,
August 23, at 8 p.m. For tickets, call (732) 499-8226 or visit the Union County
Performing Arts Center website at ucpac.org/Hamilton-stage.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
STARBURST...Watching the evening
fireworks display at Walt Disney World
aboard a ferry boat on Seven Seas La-
goon is one way to beat the heat of
summer in Orlando, Florida, and avoid
crowds in the parks.

908-232-4407   sales@goleader.com

www.goleader.com

Save The Env iromnent
SubscribSubscribe anand AdvertisAdvertise on the

Leader ONLINE

The Last Straw

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res
submissions for
consideration to

ae@goleader.com.


