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By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Every so often, some philosophi-
cally inclined sort seeks a window
into your soul by asking, “If you could
spend time with anyone now de-
ceased, who would it be, pray tell?”
Akin in hypocrisy to first wishing for
world peace or a cure for cancer be-
fore asking for a Ferrari whence blow-
ing out my birthday candles, I per-
functorily answer, George Washing-
ton, Abraham Lincoln or Ben
Franklin. However, after seeing the
delightfully heartwarming, bitter-
sweet and often hilarious The Fare-
well, about a Chinese family who
throws a wedding as pretense for gath-
ering to say goodbye to their termi-
nally ill matriarch, I thought of the
grandmother I never knew.

Anna Goldberger (nee Scherzer),
who ran a farm just outside of Krakow
and had either 13 or 14 children (it’s
a family mystery), half by Mr.
Goldberger, and about another half
by Mr. Lieberman, dissolved some-
where into the Holocaust. Legend has
it she was quite something, a captain
of agricultural industry whose finan-
cially astute DNA skipped right over
me. But in my fantasy, I think she
wouldn’t mind sharing some thoughts
with her dreamer of a grandson.

You see, watching Awkwafina’s
Billi, the Americanized granddaugh-
ter of the feting family in question, I
couldn’t help be envious of that spe-
cial love that exists between grand-
parent and grandchild. You ever see
‘em in McDonald’s? The kids are
running wild, grandma and grandpa
smiling non-judgmentally…the more
they can spoil ‘em, the better. Maybe
that’s why my parents spoiled me…a
compensation for what the vagaries
and wiles of history denied. I ever tell
you about the time I wanted a hot dog
at 5:30 a.m. on the drive from Newark
to Montreal?

In any case, it’s the universality of
director-writer Lulu Wang’s The Fare-
well that gives us gleeful pause…the
humanity of it all. They keep the
diagnosis a secret from Nai Nai, the
granny superbly etched by Shuzen
Zhau, a ploy that unearths a bevy of
subterfuges and truths that live in the
embroidery of every family. We see
striking similarities, recognize quirks,
have the cockles of our hearts warmed
and, especially important consider-
ing the all but official policy of rac-
ism being perpetuated in America
today, are reminded that we are all
brothers under the skin.

Especially memorable and not with-
out its compassionate humor is the
depiction of the customs scrupulously
observed when the international as-
semblage of family accompanies Nai

Nai in her pilgrimage to the cemetery.
But it’s in the conversations leading up
to, during and after the wedding where
we are most charmed and illuminated.
While we know intellectually that dif-
ferent cultures deal with the very same
problems in a diversity of ways, seeing
that dynamic wrung out reaffirms the
common thread that bonds us.

I think the mistake that the haters
make is in fearing that the comrade-
ship of humankind precludes any
specialness that being so-called “pure
of race” might contend. It’s also pretty
lazy to assume that belonging to one
particular group is status, when the
good folks of every shade and stripe
know full well that self-worth, valid-
ity and ultimately even the pursuit of
happiness must emanate from
within…from the worthy character
we seek to build.

As part of the Chinese diaspora,
Billi finds herself straddling two civi-
lizations. And while around the dinner
table at Nai Nai’s in China, her dad,
Haiyan (Tzi Ma), asserts that he is an
American, his older brother, an artist
who had emigrated to Japan, identifies
as Chinese. But these minor contro-
versies merely underline the true fe-
alty that’s at play here. It’s family, the
concept ringing throughout the pro-
ceedings in a subtle variation of the
same proud and dutiful passion Tevye
flourishes when he hollers out “Tradi-
tion!” in Fiddler on the Roof.

Whether or not you were/are lucky
enough to have a granny shower you
with gifts, wisdom and whatever
equivalent of a Happy Meal might
have tastily ruined your generation’s
appetite, you’ll find the most touching
scenes are between Billi and Nai Nai.
While psychologists have written eru-
dite monographs on why a special
endearment exists between grandpar-
ent and grandchild, here the two main
protagonists comprise the beautiful
picture that says a thousand words.

I bet my grandmother Anna made
great potato latkes when she wasn’t
busy deciding how much kasha to
grow next year and how many pigs
she ought to send to market. And if
she wanted to slip me a few zlotys
after each one of my visits, who am I
to upset her? Personally affecting,
The Farewell is a little movie with a
big heart. And, because it’s PG and
suggested for the whole family, this is
a perfect opportunity to make sure
that spoiled little grandchild in your
clan doesn’t become the only fresh-
man at Princeton who hasn’t seen a
subtitled movie.

The Farewell, rated PG, is an A24
release directed by Lulu Wang and
stars Awkwafina, Shuzen Zhau and
Tzi Ma. Running time: 100 minutes.

The Farewell
And a Fond One at That
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Westfield’s Maya Levitt to
Appear in A Little Princess

WESTFIELD — Eleventh grader,
Maya Levitt, of Westfield, is to play
Ms. Blum in the new musical A Little
Princess premiering in New York City
this August. The musical is part of
Kids of The Arts Pro-
ductions, a nonprofit
company that pro-
duces professional
theater focused on
child actors.

Maya will be ap-
pearing in the follow-
ing performances: Fri-
day, August 23, at 2
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.,
and Sunday, August
25, at 2 p.m. and 6
p.m.

A Little Princess is
a brand-new musical
adaptation by British
writing team Carl
Miller and Marc
Folan based on the
novel by Frances
Hodgson Burnett.
The musical made its debut last year
at Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Other

Palace in London, and now makes its
United States premiere at The
Pershing Square Signature Center,
located at 480 West 42nd Street, New
York City.

The story centers
around Captain
Crewe and his daugh-
ter, Sarah, who have
arrived in London af-
ter living abroad in
India. Captain Crewe
is quite wealthy and
believes Miss
Minchin’s Seminary
for Young Ladies in
London will be the
best route for Sarah.
When unfortunate
circumstances leave
her impoverished, Sa-
rah begins to discover
things she never knew
about the world, and
that a true princesses
light shines from the
inside.

Tickets and additional information
can be found at: alittleprincess-nyc.com.

Maya Levitt

New York State of Mind
Covers Billy Joel in Festival
CLARK — The Union County

Summer Arts Festival Concert Series
will come to a close at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark on Wednesday, August
28, with a performance by New York
State of Mind, performing the music
of Billy Joel. Show time is scheduled
for 7:30 p.m.

New York State of Mind celebrates
one of the greatest singer/songwriters

of our time. The band’s precise rendi-
tions of Joel’s classic songs are cer-
tain to move both casual listeners, as
well as hardcore fans to their feet and
have them singing along with all the
well known and loved classics.

The show is free, and visitors are
urged to pack a picnic basket, bring
lawn chairs or blankets.

All Summer Arts events begin with
a free UC Fit Yoga session beginning
at 6:30 p.m. (bring your own yoga
mat or towel). The concerts begin
promptly at 7:30 p.m.

Summer Music Series
Fridays in Rahway

RAHWAY — The Culture Crawl
Summer Music Series continues on
Friday, August 23, from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. at The Paseo, located at 1501
Main Street in downtown Rahway.
Live music will be provided by Hol-
low Molly. Then the series concludes
on Friday, August 30, with Rusty
Monks.

GW Lib. to Show How
to Train Your Dragon
GARWOOD – The public library

will show the film How to Train Your
Dragon at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, August
27. The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue, Garwood.

908-232-4407

First-time Advertisers Only
Expires 9/30/19

Jump Start

Your

Downtown

Business!
For Downtown Business

District Owners in

Westfield, Scotch Plains,

Fanwood, Mountainside,

Cranford & Garwood:

sales@goleader.com

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager

Get 25% Off
Advertising

Ori and Block Exhibit
Landscapes of Union County

COUNTY - Two of New Jersey’s
premiere artists Kat Block and Nancy
Ori will present works in the theme,
Landscapes of Union County, at the
Freeholder’s Gallery from Wednes-
day, August 28 through November 1.
The Freeholder’s Gallery is located on
the sixth floor of the
Union County Ad-
ministration Build-
ing, 10
E l i z a b e t h t o w n
Plaza in Elizabeth.
Gallery hours are 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days. The exhibit is
free and open to the
public.

Kat Block is an
instructor, fine art-
ist and exhibitor,
who has spent most
of her life in Union
County. “I have got-
ten tremendous solace and pleasure
from visiting the many parks in our
county and photographing them to use
as references for my mixed media
collages, which have become my semi-
nal works of art,” she said.

“I use patterned papers that repre-
sent what I see at
these locations. My
primary source of
inspiration is the
blossoming of the
cherry trees in
Warinanco Park in
Roselle. The
beauty of the trees
is reflected in the
ponds and streams
there, which I paint
in watercolor and
then collage into
the works thus aug-
menting and en-
hancing the visual
impact. I find pa-
pers that serve as
metaphors for what
I am celebrating
with my creations.
I finish each collage by adding pieces
of my reference photos, making the
work appear somewhat surreal and
making each piece entirely self-refer-
ential,” Ms. Block said.

Nancy Ori has been introduced as
the “woman in charge of photography
in New Jersey.” She has been teaching
and exhibiting her fine art photographs
for decades and was the recipient of
numerous HEART Grant awards to
help publicize the Union County Park
System and historic sites. In 2004, she
was honored with the Woman of Ex-
cellence in Arts and Humanities Award
from the Commission on Advocacy

for Women and the Union County
Freeholders.

Photographing in the West Coast
tradition of her long-time mentor, Ansel
Adams, Ms. Ori expresses her own
interpretation of the landscape and
architecture. Her photographs reveal a

love of light,
shadow and form
in natural and man-
made settings.
These images, se-
lected from the
larger body of pho-
tographs called
Public Pathways,
were exhibited at
the Liberty Science
Center for six
months with a half-
a-million viewers
in 2000.

“I feel that con-
tinuing to exhibit

these images can make a difference in
our community by opening the eyes of
residents to the many wonderful natu-
ral resources we have in Union
County,” Ms. Ori said. “The county
fathers had such foresight to fight and
establish the Union County Park Sys-

tem in the 1920’s.”
F r e e h o l d e r

Chairman Sergio
Granados said,
“Nancy Ori’s pow-
erful documenta-
tions of the land are
a showcase for the
Union County ac-
complishments in
historic and natu-
ral preservation.
Both artists in this
exhibit allow the
viewer to explore
significant park
sites and learn
about the rich his-
tory of environ-
mental design in
our community. We
are very proud to

host this new exhibit by Kat Block and
Nancy Ori. It is a terrific combination
of techniques and viewpoints by such
noted local artists.”

The Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, part of the
Department of Parks and Recreation,
coordinates the exhibits displayed at
the Freeholder’s Gallery. For more
information about this and other pro-
grams and services related to the arts
and history in Union County, contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at
culturalinfo@ucnj.org or call (908)
558-2550 (NJ Relay users dial 711).

For more information about lec-
tures, workshops and art purchases,
contact the artists at:
katblock123@gmail.com or
nancyori@comcast.net. Visit their
websites at: www.katblock.com or
www.nancyoriworkshops.com.

  Nancy Ori, “Passaic River Winter”

Kat Block, “Cherry Blossoms”

Photo Courtesy of Ryzart
SHEAR TALENT...Westfield artist Richard Janusz, whose brand name is Ryzart,
recently completed a mural on Central Avenue on the Central Barber Shop. Learn
more about Ryzart at, ryzart.com.

Downtown Lego
Contest Tonight

CRANFORD—The Lego con-
test is rescheduled for tonight, Au-
gust 22, from 5 to 7 p.m. in down-
town Cranford This contest is for
all of the creative kids out there,
with prizes for the winners in each
age group. All are welcome to join
for this great event that brings out
the kids in all of us. Registration is
required for participants. See
cranford.com.

Summer Street Fair In
Downtown on Sunday

CRANFORD—The Summer
Street Fair is happening in down-
town Cranford Sunday, August 25,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be
vendors, food, music and more.
See cranford.com.

Pixel Art at Cranford
Lib. for Grades 4-6
CRANFORD – The public li-

brary will hold the Unquiet Library:
Pixel Art for children in grades 4
through 6, on Thursday, August 29,
from 4 to 5 p.m. The library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

Cranford
Happenings

Submissions for Westfield
Logo Contest Closes Sunday
WESTFIELD – Submissions for

the town-wide logo contest will be
accepted through  Sunday, August 25.

In an effort to commemorate the
town’s 300th anniversary in 2020,
the town has established a logo con-
test. It is open to all Westfield resi-
dents and businesses. The winning
entrant will best capture the spirit
of the celebration and serve as the
face of Westfield 300.

“The Westfield 300 celebration
is an opportunity to bring the com-
munity together to not only pay
homage to Westfield’s unique and
rich history, but to rally around a
bold and shared vision for our fu-
ture—one that establishes Westfield

as a model 21st century live, work,
play community,” according to
Mayor Shelley Brindle.

The logo should, first and fore-
most, be a reflection of Westfield
300’s vision: bold, commemorative,
current, and celebratory. It will be
included on all signage, banners,
marketing and promotional materi-
als (digital and print), pins, cloth-
ing, and video used in connection
with Westfield 300.

Submissions will be accepted via
email at
westfield300@westfieldnj.gov.

The winning entry will be unveiled
in September after a selection pro-
cess by the Initial Planning Commit-
tee. Additional guidelines and an
online submission form can be found
at www.westfieldnj.gov/300.

Live Band Karaoke Night
Comes to Village Green August 26

SCOTCH PLAINS — Back by
popular demand, the Township of
Scotch Plains will again be hosting
Live Band Karaoke Night on Mon-
day, August 26, from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. in downtown Scotch Plains on
the Alan Augustine Village Green,
located at 430 Park Avenue.

To participate in Live Band
Karaoke Night, just simply sign up to

sing on August 26 from 7 to 7:30 p.m.
and participants will be called on
stage to join the band and sing a
favorite song. A list of songs will be
available at the event and all song
choices will be family friendly.

For more information about Live
Band Karaoke Night, visit https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/calendar/
live-band-karaoke/.

Frozen Jr. Coming to
UCPAC Aug. 23-25
RAHWAY—Union County

Performing Arts Center (UCPAC)
is showing Frozen Jr. on its main
stage this weekend, Friday, Au-
gust 23 through Sunday, August
25. A story of true love and accep-
tance between sisters, Frozen Jr.
expands upon the emotional rela-
tionship and journey between Prin-
cesses Anna and Elsa. When faced
with danger, the two discover their
hidden potential and the powerful
bond of sisterhood. With a cast of
beloved characters and loaded
with magic, adventure, and plenty
of humor, Frozen Jr. is sure to
thaw even the coldest heart!

This production runs roughly
70 minutes and is performed by
actors ages 5-17. See ucpac.org
for tickets and showtimes.

Sweet Sounds
Downtown Set for

Tuesday in Westfield
WESTFIELD — Latin Jazz by

La Balteuband, Big Band by Jazz
Lobsters, Exit Row Band playing
classics from the 1960s through
to today’s hits, and The Thingama
Jigs, a rock/Irish band, are sched-
uled to perform Tuesday, August
27, in downtown Westfield as part
of Sweet Sounds Downtown. See
www.westfieldtoday.com for a
map of locations for each band.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader


