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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 5
The 22nd annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 5 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Be Ready!

‘POPS’ KRONIC RULES ON MOUND, DAVE BELFORD HRS

Sofa Kings Stop Five Guys, 9-6
For Sc. Pl. East Division Title

SIMO HR, WARGO HR, PICCOLA 4 RBI; RICHARDS HR

Charlie Brown’s Grabs Title;
Out-Slugs Darby Road, 17-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotty Savarese, Todd Simo, Tony
Wargo, Corey Gallitelli and Brian
Piccola accounted for 15 RBI as
Charlie Brown’s out-slugged Darby
Road (Brainard), 17-9, in Game 2 to
claim the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League West Division crown at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 12. Offensively, the game was
a far cry different than Charlie Brown’s
modest 5-1 victory over the Road-
sters in Game 1.

Under a variety of different spon-
sors, these two teams vied for the
championship in all but one of the
past 15 years. Last year Charlie
Brown’s defeated the Gas House
Gorillas, 15-3, for the title. The men
of Darby Road Brainard under differ-
ent names claimed the crown in 2010
and 2014. So this year’s victory be-
came No. 13 for the Charlie Brown’s
nucleus.

Simo, who scored three times, col-
lected four RBI on four hits, which
included a three-run blast over the
centerfield fence. Wargo, who was
walked twice — once intentionally
— whacked a solo homer and a double
and added an RBI sacrifice fly.
Savarese singled four times, scored
four times and had two RBI. Piccola
singled three times and had four RBI.
Gallitelli doubled, scored once,
walked with the bases loaded and
added a two-RBI sacrifice fly.

Aaron Richards, who went 3-for-5

and scored twice, cracked a solo homer
for Darby Road Brainard. Dennis
DiMascio rapped a pair of RBI singles
and doubled. Gus Alvarez poked a
pair of RBI singles, Jeff Bendix (RBI)
singled twice and scored once and
Jarrod Pence scored twice, singled,
walked once and had an RBI.

Charlie Brown’s turned four double
plays (DP), beginning with a short
(Wargo)-to third (Josh Decker)-to
second (Simo) DP in the first inning.
Wargo initiated a Simo-to-Savarese
(first) DP in the third. Decker initi-

ated a second-to-first DP in the fourth.
The fourth DP came in the fifth when
Piccola in leftfield, snagged Kevin
Spellman’s liner and fired home in
time to nail the runner. Savarese also
added several fine stretches at first.

Darby Road pulled out some de-
fensive glory of its own. Shortstop
Bendix turned a second (Kyle
Willians)-to first (Spellman) DP in
the sixth inning. Bendix also made a
running grab in shallow leftfield in
the seventh inning. Third baseman
Nick Bandoni turned a great scoop
into a putout at first. Outfielders
Richards and Brady Lau hauled in
long shots at the fence and leftfielder
Pence made a sliding catch in the
eighth inning.

Savarese led off the top of the first

inning with a single up the middle and
Simo followed with the same. Wargo
launched an RBI sac fly to right then
Darby pitcher John Deitch got
Gallitelli to fly out and Piccola to

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dave Belford homered and tripled
and drove in four runs to help lead
second-seeded Sofa Kings to a 9-6
victory over Five Guys in Game 3 to
claim the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League East Division champion-
ship at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on August 12. John “Pops”
Kronic drove in a pair of runs and
pitched brilliantly in the deciding
game. Kronic got all the help he
needed from a stingy Sofa Kings in-
field headed up by his son, shortstop
Mike Kronic. Time and again the Sofa
Kings defense came up with plays
that helped keep the Five Guys of-
fense off the scoreboard.

“It is great,” said Mike Kronic of
playing alongside his father. “I get to
keep an eye on him. He has learned a
lot from me.”

Through two games in this evenly
matched series, the two teams had
each scored 33 runs. For the second
straight time in these playoffs, Sofa
Kings had to rally after losing the first
game of a series before coming back
to win.

“We like to do it that way,’ said
Pops Kronic, while receiving a modi-
fied beer shower from celebrating
teammates. “It makes it more dra-
matic.”

“Pops” Kronic set the tone early by
retiring the Five Guys batters in order
in the top of the first inning. Sofa
Kings answered twice in the bottom
of the first. Dave Tarullo tapped a
leadoff single to right against Five
Guys starter Mike Maurer. Dave
Belford then drove a line drive over
the right fielder’s head. Tarullo scored
from first. Belford was close behind
and scored ahead of the throw.

Five Guys, the fourth seed, came
back in the second. Ray Bailey and
Eric Lax rapped back-to-back singles.
Bailey scored on Frank DiGiovanni’s
RBI single to right, cutting the lead to
2-1. But “Pops” Kronic retired the
next three batters to limit the damage
to just one run.

“Pops” Kronic helped his cause
offensively in the bottom of the sec-
ond. After a one-out single by Doug
Delle Donne, Kronic deposited a per-
fectly placed single that fell just in-
side the leftfield line. Delle Donne’s
courtesy runner Brian Schiller took
off like a shot from first, gambling
that the ball would not be caught. As
a result, Schiller managed to score for
a 3-1 lead.

“Pops” Kronic was at it again in the
fourth inning when he slapped a one-
out RBI single to right that scored
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NAM-JUNE 3 HITS, 4 RBI; BABOOM, McGUINNESS 3 RUNS

St. Anthony Bumps St. Mike
In First Round Playoffs, 14-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Being merciful was not on top-
seeded St. Anthony’s agenda when
they hosted eighth-seeded St. Michael
in the first round of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
playoffs at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 16. St. Anthony
tagged St. Michael with six runs in the
first inning, six runs in the third inning
then added two more in the fifth to
secure a 14-3 triumph and to remain
in the winners bracket of the double
elimination tournament, while St.
Sebastian slipped into the playback
bracket.

St. Anthony mound ace Frank
Chupko yielded just one run in the
first inning then held the Seb men
scoreless for the next five innings
until he finally decided to become
merciful by permitting two runs in the
top of the seventh inning. Chupko
allowed just one walk and yielded 12
hits. St. Michael leadoff hitter Brian
Weber, who scuffed home base twice,
had three of those hits, including a
double — the only extra base hit off
Chupko. Nash Warfield went 2-for-3
with an RBI.

Nam-June Joe was the man “im-
possible to get out” for St. Anthony as
he went 3-for-3 with a double and

four RBI, while scoring twice. Varo
Baboomian reached base in all three
at-bats also, which included a double,
and scored all three times. Bob
McGuinness (RBI) singled twice
reached on an error and scored all
three times. Bob Camisa belted a two-
run triple, singled and scored twice.
John Greenblatt singled twice, scored
twice and had an RBI, while Gerry
Riepe singled twice and scored once.

Each team pulled off a few fine
defensive plays. St. Michael short-
stop Daryl Palmieri robbed Lou
Messano of a hit with a smooth scoop
that he converted to a putout. Pitcher
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Gearing up for Fall Sports:

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EAST DIVISION CHAMPIONS...After many years of being spectators, the Sofa Kings finally got off their duffs and won
the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League East Division title witih a 9-6 victory over Five Guys in Game 3. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Tim Walsh, Dave Tarullo, Mike Kronic, Doug Delle Donne, John Lyp, Brian Schiller and Markell
Harrison; back row, Brad Belford, Mike Cuccurullo, Don Centanni, Andrew Yasinski, Josh Fink, John “Pops” Kronic (son)
Kevin Kronic, Dave Belford and Kyle Adams. Missing in photo: Steve Barba.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LEAPING ATTEMPT...Darby Road (Brainard’s) Dennis DiMascio gets gunned down at the plate after being tagged by
Charlie Brown catcher Steve Kroll in the fifth inning of Game 2. Charlie Brown’s won the West Division title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHAMPIONS ONCE AGAIN...Charlie Brown’s won the West Division title. Under various sponsors, the majority of the
players have won 13 of the past 15 titles. The participants (no order) were Josh Decker, Todd Simo, Scotty Savarese, Rob
Rowland, Corey Gallitelli, Tony Wargo, Frank Mastrocola, Kyle Berwick, Sean Wessell, Brian Bilanti, Steve Kroll, Brian
Piccola and Mike Bernardo.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EASY PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE...St. Michael first baseman Kevin Coupe gets the putout on St. Anthony’s Tom Litterio
in the second inning of the first round playoff game at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING ON DEFENSE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Assistant
Coach Marc Fabiano goes over defensive skills with his players on August 16. The
Raiders under Head Coach Austin Holman will open their season on September
7 with a home game against Holy Cross at 1 p.m. See more preseason on page 12.
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