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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Westfield 20/20 Is Indeed A Political
Organization And Is Very Effective

Sports Section Should Be Filled With
Photos Of Youth Athletes, Not Old Men

Editorial Called
‘Disingenuous’

Re: “The Westfield 20/20 Vigil
Became A Political Rally.” Appar-
ently the editors believe that the First
Amendment assurances of freedom
of assembly and freedom of speech
should be limited to those situations
in which the proceedings and any
sequelae have been sufficiently de-
tailed in advance, to the satisfaction
of potential onlookers with opposing
views.

Geoffrey Seeger
Westfield

The Editorial ‘Disingenuous’

I am writing this letter in response
to your negative editorial (August 15)
about the Westfield 20/20 Vigil and
Rally held on August 5. I attended the
event. It was well organized and well
attended (200-400 people).

It began with a vigil for those killed in
the recent Dayton and El Paso shootings.
Names of those killed were read and an
electric votive candle was placed on the
ground after each name. This was the
memorial vigil part. The rest of the event
was a rally for gun safety. This included
about six speakers.

The first speaker was our Mayor,
Shelley Brindle. Other speakers in-
cluded Jessica Grant, a leader of the
Union County chapter of Moms De-
mand Action and Colin Sumner, a
Westfield High School student, as well
as Marci Bandelli, one of the co-
founders of Westfield 20/20. The
speakers talked about the need for the
federal government to pass strong gun
control legislation.

I strongly disagree with your edito-
rial statement that Westfield 20/20

“turned a peaceful vigil into a political
event.” The event was called by and
organized by Westfield 20/20, which
is indeed a political organization and
it is a very effective group. The event
was well organized and effective in
my opinion.

I would hope that The Westfield
Leader would use its editorial space to
urge NJ and national politicians to
take gun control seriously and pass
the following three items quickly:

1. Require universal background
checks on all gun sales.

2. Remove guns from at-risk people
(“red flag law”).

3. Ban all assault weapons.
These three items are favored by at

least two-thirds of all people in this
country. It is only those NRA-funded
politicians that are preventing them
from being passed. The politicians
who are preventing these items from
being passed are the people acting in
an unethical manner.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

I am writing to point out the bias
that is apparent in the sports section of
the Westfield Leader. This has been an
ongoing concern for many years, but
one which should no longer be ig-
nored.

I reviewed the issues of your paper
from July 4 through August 1 of this
year by which time coverage of high
school sports was complete and sum-
mer sports were well underway. In
the sports sections of these five is-
sues, I counted 25 bylined articles
written by Leader sports editor David
Corbin or sports reporter Alex Lowe,
all of which focused on youth base-
ball or men’s softball and most of
which included action photos.

These issues also usually included
at least two pages of riveting coverage
of such softball leagues as the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League, the St.
Bart’s Men’s Softball League, Union
County 50+ Men’s Softball League,
and the Union County 60+ Men’s Soft-
ball League complete with game sum-
maries, league standings, and photos
taken by Leader staff.

During these same five issues, I
counted zero articles and just two pho-
tographs of girls softball players (or
any other girls sports for that matter)
with captions likely submitted by the
coaches with the photos. The picture
in the August 1 issue wasn’t even
placed in the sports section, but rather
was buried in a page containing the
Classifieds.

I am fairly certain that Westfield
Softball fielded multiple travel soft-
ball teams in the 8U-14U age groups
during this summer. I would also guess

that girls in our town are participating
in summer soccer, lacrosse, swim-
ming or other programs – yet there is
zero coverage of any of this.

When the Leader has been ques-
tioned about this bias in the past, it has
suggested that the girls leagues sup-
ply their own stories or that the Leader
be specifically invited to a game wor-
thy of coverage. If every men’s soft-
ball game played within miles of town
is deemed worthy of coverage by the
Leader’s sports reporting staff, why
aren’t any of the girls games?

It should not be the responsibility of
the leagues to tell the Leader what to
cover nor should they have to supply
their own articles to receive coverage.
I would think that a girls travel soft-
ball game would be no less newswor-
thy than a regular season men’s league
softball game.

Years of observation suggests that
the current Leader sports staff has
little interest in covering girls sports
and only occasionally does so out of
obligation – almost exclusively at the
high school level. This reader would
be far more interested in seeing the
sports section filled with the accom-
plishments and photos of the youth
athletes in our community than the
detailed accounts of grown men play-
ing softball that fill your sports pages
all summer long.

If coverage can’t be balanced better
with existing staff, perhaps the Leader
should consider hiring a sports re-
porter to be fully dedicated to cover-
age of women’s sports in the area.

Brad Rothenberg
Westfield

I write in response to your editorial
“Disingenuous: the Westfield 20/20
Vigil Became a Political Rally.” As an
attendee I both wished to have a com-
munity occasion to share our grief and
sadness for the victims of our latest
mass shootings and their families, and
an opportunity to ask how we move
beyond the sterile mantra of offering
“thoughts and prayers.”

We are repeatedly told “now is not
the time” to discuss how we respond
to such events. But if not now, when?
As noted in your editorial, the event
was also billed as “a call to action
against gun violence.” What is disin-
genuous about that?

Yes, NJ has strict gun control mea-
sures, but the vast majority of firearms
recovered by police in NJ investigating
serious crimes are traced back to gun
stores and purchasers in other states,
with our neighbors in Pennsylvania
heading the list. We have to deal with
this nationally, but all politics is local.

It has to start at the grass roots level,

and the discussion at the vigil recognized
that. Polls suggest that more than 90
percent of the American public supports
background checks for all gun sales. We
sent a Congressman to Washington to
vote for that, which he did, helping to
ensure the passage by the House of HR8,
that basically plugs all of the holes in the
background checks system.

Yet this cannot even be brought to
the floor of the Senate for discussion,
let alone passage, because of the in-
transigence of Senator Mitch
McConnell. To ask that our local Re-
publican leaders pressure national
leadership to allow the will of the
people to find a voice seems entirely
appropriate. Why have Jon Bramnick,
Nancy Munoz and Tom Kean been
silent on the topic?

Lastly, had the founders of Westfield
20/20 been Mr. Duggan and Mr.
Bandelli, I doubt that you would have
characterized them as “fathers.”

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

Sherry Cronin
I was very sorry to hear that Sherry

Cronin has left the Downtown
Westfield Corporation.

I have been a volunteer with the
DWC for the past few years and have
been able to witness first hand Sherry’s
hard work and dedication to the
Westfield community.

She will be greatly missed. The
DWC has difficult shoes to fill.

Michael McDarby
Westfield

Multiple Views Need to Be Heard
On Medical Marijuana Dispensary
Last week the Scotch Plains Township Council

expressed unanimous support for a bid by a second
company to establish a medical marijuana dispen-
sary at a Route 22 site within the municipality.

Stem Holdings, Inc., which already owns several
dozen similar operations in the United States, is
applying for a license to open a dispensary at 2600
Route 22, the former home of a garden center. A
partner in the business told the governing body at
its August 13 meeting there would be medical
personnel on the premises. The company required
the governing body to give its approval to the
application to the state Department of Health.

With recently announced reforms expanding the
range of health conditions that will qualify for medi-
cal marijuana use, New Jersey is seeking to up the
number of its licensed dispensaries in order to accom-
modate the increased number of individuals who will
now need such facilities. Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor
Josh Losardo recently noted that there presently are
six medical marijuana dispensaries in the state serv-
ing approximately 40,000 patients.

The council’s nod to Stem Holdings follows its
endorsement in July of a license application by the
Chillin’ Out coffee and smoke shop on eastbound
Route 22 to become a medical marijuana dispensary.
Chillin’ Out has been in business at its current
location since 2010.

During last week’s meeting, when officials gave
their endorsement to Stem Holdings, multiple resi-
dents living near the site of the proposed dispensary
expressed apprehension about the business being

located adjacent to a residential neighborhood.
Among their concerns was that its presence would
lower property values.

Mayor Alexander Smith, who has argued in favor
of the dispensary on the grounds that it will benefit
people with a broad range of illnesses, said during
the meeting he did not believe the facility would be
“out of sorts with the area.”

However, he did emphasize that even if Stem Hold-
ings is awarded a license, it would still need to gain
approval from land-use boards to open the business,
and that neighbors would have the opportunity to air
their concerns during hearings of those boards. He
added last week that he hoped a solution would be
found that did not negatively impact property values.

We support measures that will provide greater
accessibility of medical marijuana to those who
suffer from illnesses such as cancer, chronic pain,
anxiety and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. How-
ever, we also understand the concerns of neighbors
regarding the proposed location of the Stem Hold-
ings dispensary. At least one speaker at last week’s
meeting, while sympathetic to patients seeking re-
lief from their symptoms, felt the dispensary would
be a better fit somewhere else in the municipality.

As Mayor Smith said, if plans for the dispensary
do progress, township residents will have the chance
to provide input. We hope all members of the com-
munity — township officials, health care providers,
patients, neighbors and any other concerned indi-
viduals — will indeed share their views, in an effort
to reach the best possible solution for all involved.

Will Cranford’s Plastic Bag Ban
Cause Stores to Lose Customers?

Last week, the Cranford Township Committee
adopted an ordinance to ban many types of plastics
used by stores to package food and drinks within its
borders. Cranford joins some 50 towns that have
banned plastics.

As we previously wrote on this page, the township
ordinance bans plastics nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6 used in
carry-out bags and straws.

According to the Association of New Jersey Envi-
ronmental Commissions (ANJEC), the group that is
leading a statewide ban on plastics, “Single-use
plastics are items that are generally used only once
before they are thrown away or recycled. Most
common examples are plastic bottles, bags,
Styrofoam, straws, cigarette butts, monofilament
fishing lines and balloons.”

Now that Cranford has adopted the ordinance,
which takes effect July 1, 2020, will this measure
lead to neighboring towns such as Kenilworth,
Garwood and Westfield taking similar action? Will
supermarkets and other businesses in Cranford us-
ing plastic carry-out bags lose customers?

According to nj.com, Extra Supermarket in
Maplewood is worried that the town’s ban on
single-use carry-out plastic bags will cause the
store to lose customers.

Also, bills are before legislative committees at the
Statehouse in Trenton to ban plastic grocery bags.
One of the bills, S-2776, would ban single-use
plastic bags, plastic straws and polystyrene food
containers, while also placing a 10-cent fee on paper
bags. The bill’s sponsor, Senator Bob Smith (D-
17th, Piscataway), who chair’s the Senate Environ-

ment and Energy Committee, said he will amend his
bill to ban paper bags as well. The committee has
released the bill, which is now before the Budget and
Appropriations Committee.

Governor Phil Murphy is seeking a total ban on
all carry-out bags. For that reason, he vetoed As-
sembly Bill No. 3267. That legislation established
a fee on single-use carry-out bags, with the revenue
from the fee dedicated to the “Healthy Schools and
Community Lead Abatement Fund,” a fund estab-
lished by the bill.

“As a society, we must break our dependence on
single-use bags when going about our daily rou-
tines and instead commit ourselves to sustainable
alternatives,” the Governor said in his veto mes-
sage.

“I cannot support this bill (Assembly Bill No.
3267). While well-intentioned, the approach re-
flected in this bill strikes me as incomplete and
insufficient. Instituting a five-cent fee on single-
use bags that only applies to certain retailers does
not go far enough to address the problems created
by over-reliance on plastic bags and other single-
use carry-out bags.

“In order to make a real difference, a single-use bag
program must be devised and applied more broadly
and consistently in a manner that would avoid loop-
holes that undermine the ultimate purpose of the
program,” the Governor said in his veto message.

We are concerned that the Cranford ordinance will
have a negative impact on businesses. A plastic bag
ban belongs at the state level, not in municipal
government.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Procellous – Stormy
2. Eurycerous – Broad-horned
3. Catadioptrics – The science of the

reflection of light and its observance
4. Patena – A grassy area in the hilly

parts of Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DASYMETER
1. An instrument used in testing the

density of gases
2. An instrument used to determine

depth in bodies of water
3. An instrument used to test the

proofage of alcoholic beverages
4. An official or umpire of the pre-

twentieth century baseball era
QUINDISM

1. A fifth
2. A fifteenth
3. Belief in the power of the pentagram
4. Divination of the sea scallops

METOPOMANCY
1. Dissecting cadavers to study organs,

vessels and other internals
2. A Caesarean section
3. A study of mollusks
4. Fortunetelling by human features

PLEBICOLIST
1. One who caters to vulgarity or seeks

the favor of the common people
2. A member of the lower class in

Roman times
3. A member of the freshman class of

the United States Military Academy or
the Naval Academy

4. A person who writes about the strife
of the common people

County Offers Scrap Metal
Recycling on Sept. 5, 21

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders reminds
residents that free scrap metal drop
off sites are open in September. A
wide variety of metal goods, from
household appliances to gutters and
sheds, are included in the program.

Scrap metal drop off will be ac-
cepted Thursday, September 5 and
Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m.
to noon. Scrap metal from any mu-
nicipality may be brought to either of
the following drop-off centers in the
Emergency Services/Traffic Enforce-
ment, 151 Kenilworth Boulevard,
Cranford, and the Service Yard in
Rahway River Park (near swimming
pool), St. Georges Avenue, Rahway.

The scrap metal recycling program
is available to residents, commercial

establishments, nonprofit agencies
and other organizations. It is avail-
able the first Thursday and third Sat-
urday of each month, from April
through November.

Acceptable items for recycling in-
clude aluminum scrap, aluminum
cans, aluminum siding, bicycles,
brass, copper, dishwashers, electric
fans, fencing (chain/wire), freezers,
gutters, irons, lawn furniture, metal
cabinets, metal sheds, microwaves,
pots and pans, railings, refrigerators,
stoves, tire rims, toasters, washers
and dryers, window frames (no glass),
and wire hangers.

For more information, visit the
Bureau of Recycling and Planning
website at ucnj.org/recycle or call the
Recycling Hotline at (908) 654-9889.


