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BATTLING THE HEAT IN GETTYSBURG...Heidi Hylan and her family
recently spent a few days exploring the Battlefields in Gettysburg, Pa., taking The
Westfield Leader along, and the Fourth of July article published on the Battle of
Gettysburg reenactment.

next month. If the committee is sat-
isfied with the responses from Ad-
vance, then the public will be in-
vited to provide comments and in-
put on the plans.

Responding to criticism from
some that the process is moving
forward at too slow a pace, Deputy
Mayor Josh Losardo said the down-
town efforts are “going to change
the look of Scotch Plains and we
want to get it right.” After a resident
told the mayor last week to “put
your foot on the gas pedal” to speed
up the process, Mayor Smith ac-
knowledged that it was “frustrating
at times” that the redevelopment is
not proceeding as fast as some would
like. He said the township had got-
ten “waylaid” by the affordable-
housing litigation and the various
steps that needed to be addressed,
but he said the township had done
“significant work” in the little more
than two years that the process has
been underway.

The mayor revealed that the plan
for downtown includes moving the
police and north-side fire depart-
ments from their existing facilities
to new ones on Plainfield Avenue
across from the Public Works De-
partment and building a new library
in the same area as the existing
facility on Bartle Avenue. Mr.
Strowe said the state will soon fi-
nalize rules for municipalities to
apply for funding from the $125-
million library bond ordinance ap-
proved by voters two years ago,
financing that could help greatly
with the construction of the new
library.

The committee also welcomed its
newest member, Dauna Jendrek,
who replaces Luisa Bianco. Its next
public meeting is set for Wednes-
day, September 11.
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Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
FANWOOD SERVICE FAMILY...A service flag presentation was made at
Monday’s Fanwood Borough Council meeting to the family of Army Specialist
Christopher Magnan, a Fanwood native from Coriell Avenue now serving
overseas. Mayor Colleen Mahr presented them with the Service Flag (Blue
Stars) to be displayed in front of the home of any armed forces member currently
serving. Receiving the flag from Mayor Mahr was Specialist Magnan’s mother,
Kathleen; brother, William, and, arriving later in the meeting, his father,
Robert.

and site upgrades to the tennis and
basketball courts at Kramer Manor Park.
The council also authorized the sub-
mission of a grant application to the
county for participation in the “Green-

ally has received a $50,000 munici-
pal grant from Union County.

Several employment related mat-
ters also were discussed, including
a decision to increase the weekly
hours of Borough Engineer
Michael Disko from 10 to 13; the
appointment of Keith Disko as in-
terim zoning enforcement official;
the appointment of Nancy Probst
as interim planning board secre-
tary and the appointment of Gina
Thomas as secretary for the Con-
struction/Fire Prevention Depart-
ment. The council also passed a
motion appointing four new mem-
bers of the Mountainside Volun-
teer Department, Jorge Aparicio,
Joseph Fiorenza,  Brandon
Fontanes and Francis Quigley.

Mayor Mirabelli advised the pub-
lic that there will be a public meet-
ing regarding the property-tax re-
assessment program at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, September 12, in the
gymnasium at Deerfield Elemen-
tary School. The meeting will in-
clude a presentation by the ap-
praisal company and will provide
detailed information to
homeowners on the timetable and
process. The tax reassessments
were ordered by the state Division
of Taxation, which claimed that
many municipalities, including sev-
eral in Union County, had violated
state law by not completing re-

valuations.
During the council comment por-

tion of the meeting, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer urged residents to
participate in the Mountainside
Public Library’s community sur-
vey. The survey is anonymous and
will help the library plan its strat-
egy and programs for the next three
years. Councilman Mortimer noted
that the value of the items bor-
rowed in July was $71,040 and that
circulation was up 10 percent.

Councilwoman Deanna Andre re-
minded residents that planning has
begun for the borough’s 125th anni-
versary, which will be celebrated in
2020. Multiple events and festivities
will occur, and any resident inter-
ested in assisting with the planning
should contact Councilwoman Andre
and Councilwoman Rachel Pater.

Councilwoman Pater advised
that the annual mum and fall plant
sale will be held at the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
Thursday through Sunday, Septem-
ber 19 to 22. The Hetfield House
also will host a garage sale Friday
and Saturday, September 20 to 21.
All proceeds from both events will
be donated to the Mountainside
Restoration Committee. The New-
comers Club will conduct a town-
wide Garage Sale on September
21. Additional details can be found
on the borough’s website.
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Kehler Stadium Track
To Be Laid This Week

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At a special board
of education meeting Thursday morn-
ing, Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan said work is nearly complete
on renovations to Kehler Stadium, a
$3.2-million project.

“We are just about done,” she said,
noting the track will be laid this week,
a month after the asphalt was poured.
She said the track will not be able to be
used for two weeks after it is installed.

Ms. Sullivan said the Kehler bath-
room renovations “are almost finished.”

“We should be completely 100 per-
cent done by the first (Westfield High
School) football game,” she said.

She said WHS TV Studio improve-
ments are “well underway,” although
the work is not expected to be com-
pleted until “sometime in October.”

Replacement of most of the interior
doors at Westfield High School and
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools, as well as installation of secu-
rity gates at the three schools is “also
well underway.”

Other summer work includes bath-
room renovations at the high school
and middle schools as well as improve-
ments to the lobbies of the middle
schools. The work was budgeted at
$1.1 million.

“That work is coming along great.
The bathrooms are amazing in those
schools. They are almost done as well,”
as are the lobbies, Ms. Sullivan said,
noting that work should be completed
by the opening of schools.

The gymnasium floor and subfloor at
McKinley Elementary School has been
removed after moisture was discov-
ered. She said the floor is being or-
dered, but installation will not be com-
pleted by the opening of schools as the
project was unexpected and, thus, in-
stallers were not lined up to do the
work.

“We are hoping to get it done as
quickly as possible,” Ms. Sullivan said.
She said, “a large part of the cost will be
covered by the insurance companies.”
She hopes the floor can be installed
sometime in October.

In other business, the board approved
several gifts to the district from the
Westfield Coalition for the Arts. A total

of $1,763.49 will be used to purchase
instrumental folders for Edison Inter-
mediate School band and orchestra stu-
dents; $405 for a professional develop-
ment course at the Madison Mud Ce-
ramic Studio for Helen Frees, an art
teacher at Edison Intermediate School;
$285 for a professional development
course at the Montclair Museum for
Michelle Suchy, an art teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School; $798
to purchase a new Wenger strings bass
rack at Jefferson Elementary School,
and $288.95 to purchase tackles art
display boards.

In addition, the board voted to accept
a gift of $1,767 given to the district by
the Tamaques Elementary School PTO
to purchase chairs for the first grade.

Board member Robert Garrison
asked about school crossing guards,
given the changes announced by the
town.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
at last week’s town council meeting that
the town has changed to an outside
firm, All City Management Services,
for a one-year contract at a cost of
$609,496. The contract was effective
July 1, 2019, and ends on June 30,
2020. Crossing guards had previously
been hired by the Westfield Police De-
partment.

Ms. Sullivan said existing crossing
guards were all offered new positions
with All City. She said Mr. Gildea “feels
it will be a better situation than it has
been in the past” as there were many
crossing guard positions that were va-
cant.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D., said the town has stated
crossing guards will stay at their previ-
ous locations during the transition.

Board President Peggy Oster said
she is “just concerned for the safety of
our students” at street corners near
schools.

Superintendent Dolan said Police
Chief Chris Battiloro has said the new
system will mean police officers will
not have to be pulled from their regular
duties to function as crossing guards.
The chief said police instead will be
able to enforce traffic laws around
schools.

The next school board meeting is
Tuesday, August 27, at 7:30 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON SCHEDULE...Upgrades to Kehler Stadium in Westfield are coming along
with the new entrance gate shown above. New turf has been installed and the track
was being laid this week. The $2.8-million project is expected to be completed in
time for the Westfield High School Blue Devils’ first home game.
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Scotch Plains Council
ing Union County 2019” grant pro-
gram to assist the township in purchas-
ing trees.

The council’s next business meeting
will be held on Tuesday, September 17.
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