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Congratulations to the Top 10 Sales Associates for July!

Beth 
Sullivan

Sharon 
Steele

Colleen 
Berg

Julie 
Murphy

Tina Re 
Browning

Kathy 
Gouldey

Jill 
Skibinsky

Dan 
Damesek

Patty 
Spinner

Carol 
Tener

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORK CONTINUES...Workers continue to resurface Terrill Road outside of the
Terrill Road Middle School in Scotch Plains.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER...Members of the board of the Jerseyland Park
Community Center participate as volunteer cooks and food servers at Saturday’s
annual cookout/Music Fest and scholarship fundraiser. The day-long event at the
neighborhood civic and recreational center raised money for scholarships.
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Snuffy’s Site Slated For
Supermarket, Park-and-Ride

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Conceptual
plans for the Snuffy’s/Pantagis prop-
erty were unveiled last week, with a
grocery store, a park-and-ride for
commuters and a smaller retail
building replacing the big banquet
facility and restaurant that has been
a landmark for decades.

At the downtown redevelopment
committee’s monthly meeting on
August 14, Redevelopment Coor-
dinator Thomas Strowe said the Ger-
many-based Lidl supermarket chain,
which opened a store on Route 22 in
Union last year, will build a 29,000-
square-foot store — Scotch Plains’
first grocery store in decades — on
the 5.5-acre Snuffy’s site and create

about 100 jobs. He emphasized that
there will be “tons of hearings” be-
fore the planning board on the plans
for the site, with “plenty of oppor-
tunities for public comment.” He
added that Lidl also will be required
to conduct traffic studies to mea-
sure the impact of the new develop-
ment on surrounding streets.

The conceptual sketch shows the
Lidl store situated in the southwest-
ern corner of the property at the
corner of Mountain Avenue and
Pinehurst Avenue. A 6,000-square-
foot, retail-type building will be
located closer to Route 22 and could
house up to three tenants. A park-
and-ride lot, with 51 parking spaces
for bus commuters, will be devel-
oped where the existing Snuffy’s

building is located at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and Park Avenue.
It is envisioned that buses during
the morning commute will exit
Route 22 eastbound onto Pinehurst
Avenue, turn left onto Mountain Av-
enue and pick up passengers at the
park-and-ride before proceeding
down Mountain Avenue and back
onto the highway.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
Lidl store and commuter bus stop
will give people who live in the
apartments slated to be built in the
downtown the opportunity to take
the bus to and from New York City
and then, when they return home in
the evening, stop at Lidl for provi-
sions before walking the two or three
blocks home. He said the planned
setup will make it “a more walkable
town.”

Mr. Strowe said the proposed bus
stop near the downtown could help
in having the township designated
by state authorities as a transit vil-
lage, which could open up opportu-
nities for what he said could be
thousands of dollars in potential
grant money for sidewalks and
streetscape improvements.

In other business, the mayor and
Mr. Strowe said the public could get
to see what is being proposed for
the first phase of downtown rede-
velopment sometime in the early
fall. The committee has held sev-
eral non-public meetings in the past
two months with the developer,
Bedminster-based Advance Realty,
and its partner, PS&S Engineering.
Mr. Strowe said there is “still a lot
to be talked about,” including fi-
nancing, density, setbacks, parking,
square footage and building heights.
A memorandum detailing some of
these matters was sent to the devel-
oper and it is expected that another
closed-door meeting will be held
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Scotch Plains Council OKs
Parking, Field-Use Ordinances

Subscription Rates
Effective Sept. 1

New subscription rates will
go into effect Sunday, Septem-
ber 1, 2019. As with our current
subscription rates, savings are
available by renewing your sub-
scription for two or three years
at a time.

The new rates, for both the
print and online versions of the
newspaper, are as follows: $44
for one year; $84 for two years;
and $122 for three years.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
SUSTAINABLE FANWOOD...At Monday’s Fanwood Borough Council meet-
ing, Kiersten Swaak, a college senior from Fanwood, gave a presentation on
Sustainable Jersey, a certification Fanwood held for three years before it expired
earlier this year. Regaining it will require a new volunteer Green Team to
accomplish a series of tasks by June 2020. Volunteers will be solicited soon.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW TURF FIELD...New turf has been installed at Wexler Field, the soccer field for Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
as part of renovations to the district’s athletic facilities.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council last week gave final ap-
proval to three ordinances related to
field usage and parking. One adds
fees for the use by outside groups and
persons of baseball/softball and soc-
cer fields, with differing fees for resi-
dents and non-residents.

The ordinance also institutes fines
for what Township Manager Al
Mirabella described as “rogue teams”
that use playing fields when they are
not supposed to, adding that this has
been noticed most frequently at the

south-side soccer field and the fields
at Ponderosa Park. The ordinance
sets out fines that start with a written
warning for a first offense followed
by a $175 fine for a second offense
and $350 for a third and any subse-
quent violations.

The other two ordinances restrict
daytime parking on certain streets. A
two-hour parking limit on the west side
of Cedar Street from Evergreen Avenue
to the board of education driveway
behind Evergreen School will be in
effect on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. And parking will be prohibited on
school days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the
following streets: both sides of the en-
tire length of Westfield Road Circle, the
south side of Redwood Road between
Cedar Brook Road and Muir Terrace
and the north side of Redwood Road
between Westfield Road and Cedar
Brook Road, both sides of Muir Ter-
race between Concord Road and Home-
stead Terrace, both sides of Crestwood
Road West between Crestwood Road
and Morse Avenue and the west side of
Crestwood Road between North Av-
enue and Crestwood Road East.

Mr. Mirabella reported last week that
the summertime road resurfacing pro-
gram was continuing, with Westfield

Road set to be repaved this week, de-
pending on the weather. In a related
matter, he said the council may take
action to require utility companies that
need to dig up streets to repave not only
their section that was opened up but
repave the street from curb to curb.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
council will discuss the idea of acting to
move the board of education elections
from November back to their original
April date, and that a public discussion
will likely be on the governing body’s
agenda in October. Before 2012, all
school elections in New Jersey were
held in April and residents voted for
school board candidates and the school
budget. Legislation then allowed dis-
tricts to switch their elections to No-
vember, which meant boards of educa-
tion did not have to put forth their
budget for approval if the spending
plan remained under the state’s 2-per-
cent cap on expenditure increases.

In other business, the council last
week approved the purchase of a new
police vehicle for $36,984 to replace a
similar one damaged in an accident.
The governing body also authorized
the submission of a matching grant
application to Union County for safety

SPORTS -- Charlie Brown’s/Darby Road Championship; St. Anthony/St.
Michael First-Round Playoff.
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New Police Chief Sworn
In For Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli swore Lieutenant Jo-
seph Gianuzzi in as police chief at
Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

Lt. Gianuzzi, who joined the de-
partment in 1992, received a stand-
ing ovation from residents and coun-
cil members in attendance. The
mayor praised Chief Gianuzzi for
his leadership and commitment to
the residents of Mountainside.

It has been a difficult year for the
Mountainside Police Department. In
May 2018, salacious allegations in
an employment lawsuit filed by five
police department officers and a ci-
vilian employee received nationwide
media coverage. The suit alleged
harassment, discrimination and in-
appropriate conduct by longtime
police officers, including former
Police Chief Allan Attansio, Lt. Tho-
mas Murphy and Detective Sergeant
Andrew Huber, all of whom subse-
quently resigned from the depart-
ment. The suit is pending in state
Superior Court in Elizabeth.

Council members unanimously
voted to approve several capital ex-

penditures including a major up-
grade to the borough’s computer
infrastructure, which involves the
purchase of new computers, routers
and servers as the existing operat-
ing system is no longer supported
due to its age. The cost of the new
equipment will be approximately
$240,000. The borough also will
purchase a new 2020 Ford Inter-
ceptor for the Police Department.
The cost of the vehicle will be
$32,087. The community addition-

Fanwood Council Honors
Family of Vet, Volunteer

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Topping the bi-
monthly Fanwood Borough Council
meeting held Monday evening, two
Fanwood residents, Robert J. Magnan
and Kathleen Magnan, were each
given Blue Star Family Service Flags
to honor their son, Army Specialist
Christopher Wilkerson Magnan.

Army Specialist Magnan is 28
years old and currently is deployed
in Jordan.

His family members were thanked
for his service.

“We want to thank you and Chris-
topher for the sacrifices made to
protect our country,” Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said.

It was noted that Army Specialist
Magnan had grown up in Fanwood
and went through McGinn Elemen-
tary School, Terrill Middle School
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. He graduated from Rutgers
University in New Brunswick.

Also recognized at the meeting
was Adam Matty, who was thanked
for his service to the borough’s plan-
ning board. Mr. Matty, who was
named Fanwood’s Volunteer-of-the-
Month, was presented with a framed
picture of the historic Fanwood Train
Station, which is the standard gift for
Fanwood Volunteer-of-the-Month
honorees.

Mayor Mahr remarked that Mr.
Matty is an architect by trade and has
served on the planning board for five
years.

In other business, a resolution was
unanimously passed authorizing the
purchase of three police Sport Util-
ity Vehicles (SUVs) for $120,000.

In addition, a resolution was unani-
mously passed authorizing the re-
ceipt of a $2,000 National Law En-
forcement and Firefighters
Children’s Foundation grant for lo-

cal fire and safety programs.
In other business, Councilwoman

Katherine Mitchell announced that
the borough has hired Dianne
Howarth as its new director for se-
nior programming. Councilwoman
Mitchell noted that Ms. Howarth will
provide more recreational program-
ming for borough seniors.

In other news, Fanwood resident
Michael Lewis addressed the coun-
cil during the public portion of the
meeting, asking for consideration of
moving the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education elections back
to the Spring.

School elections were moved from
April to November starting in 2012
to coincide with the General Elec-
tion to save municipalities money in
having only one election process.

Mr. Lewis said he felt the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district
would be better served through a
separate election where residents can
vote to approve or deny the school’s
yearly budget as had been done in
the years the elections were held in
the Spring.

In the past few years, state man-
dates ruled that as long as school
budgets did not exceed the state’s 2-
percent cap they could be automati-
cally approved by the state.

Council members said they would
reach out to Scotch Plains’ govern-
ing body, as the two municipalities
share the school district. The Scotch
Plains council has said it will likely
have a public discussion on whether
to move the election in October.

It was noted that the borough’s
annual Fanny Wood Day festival is
scheduled for Sunday, September 15.
The next Fanwood council meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, Septem-
ber 3, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue.


