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Courtesy of Maria Boyes
LEADER IN SERENGETI...Westfield Town Council candidate Jim Boyes is
pictured enjoying The Westfield Leader while in Serengeti, Africa.

BATTLING THE HEAT IN GETTYSBURG...Heidi Hylan and her family
recently spent a few days exploring the Battlefields in Gettysburg, Pa., taking The
Westfield Leader along, and the Fourth of July article published on the Battle of
Gettysburg reenactment.

social studies for 17 years at Piscataway
High School. He also developed and
led a student-focused mentoring, tu-
toring and leadership program and
was head coach of the girls’ cross-
country and track and field teams.

“Mr. Brunson’s qualifications and
experience are an excellent match
with the core values of the Roosevelt
School community,” said Mr.
Gechtman in the release. “During the
interview process, Mr. Brunson im-
pressed the committee with his pas-
sion for character education. As re-
flected in his answers to the commit-
tee, he always put the students’ safety
and well-being first.”

Mr. Brunson holds a master’s de-
gree in Educational Leadership from
Fairleigh Dickinson University, a
master’s degree in social studies/Sec-
ondary Education from New York
University and a Bachelor of Arts in
History with a minor in sociology
from Morris Brown College.

In brief comments before the board,

Mr. Brunson said a lot of what he
knows about the Westfield district
comes from his conversations with
Dr. Nelson, who he met “only on
three occasions.”

“Things he said about Westfield
resonated with me. I knew that I
wanted an opportunity to be part of a
school system that was seeking to
mold and build young people, to be
successful, to be committed, to be
focused. It was something that I
wanted to be part of,” Mr. Brunson
said. “A lot of that came from him
(Dr. Nelson). Giving honor to him.”

“Having this opportunity to serve
in this district is, to me, a true award,”
he said. “I’m extremely appreciative
of this opportunity. I know what it
means to be here, and I just want to
make you proud.”

Ms. Oster responded that she is
sure that the “staff and students at
Roosevelt will welcome you with
open arms and take us into a new
chapter at Roosevelt.”
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with All City. She said Mr. Gildea
“feels it will be a better situation than
it has been in the past” as there were
many crossing guard positions that
were vacant.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan, Ed.D., said the town has
stated crossing guards will stay at
their previous locations during the
transition.

Board President Peggy Oster said
she is “just concerned for the safety of
our students” at street corners near
schools.

Superintendent Dolan said Police
Chief Chris Battiloro has said the
new system will mean police officers
will not have to be pulled from their
regular duties to function as crossing
guards. The chief said police instead
will be able to enforce traffic laws
around schools.

The next school board meeting is
Tuesday, August 27, at 7:30 p.m.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
STATEWIDE RECOGNITION...Cranford VFW Post 335 Color Guard shows off an
award they recently won at a statewide color guard competition. Members displayed
the award at Thursday’s Appreciation Awards Ceremony at the VFW Hall.

1901, there are multiple preexisting
aspects to it that do not conform to
code.

The applicants, joined by their
architect, Thomas Baio, were seek-
ing approval to construct a two-
story addition and a garage addi-
tion. They requested a variance to
exceed the maximum floor area for
an accessory structure of 750 square
feet. The proposed garage would be
1,723 square feet. The ordinance
also requires a minimum front-yard
setback of 53.72 feet while the pro-
posed was 45 feet. Additionally, the
local ordinance requires an acces-
sory structure to be located in the
rear yard and the one proposed was
an existing accessory structure lo-
cated in the front yard. The pro-
posed addition would be in keeping
with the style of the original home.

After discussion, the board ap-
proved the application. “It’s not easy
to build in a historical style nor is it
cheap, but I think the effort was
made here and I think that’s what
we’re asking for,” board member
Robert Benacchio said.

An application by the Westfield
Area YMCA, 138 Ferris Place and
220 Clark Street, has been carried
to the board’s next meeting on Mon-
day, September 9. The YMCA is
seeking approval to use the adja-
cent rear yards of three single-fam-
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ily homes that it owns for employee
parking, contrary to the town’s land
use ordinance.

The meeting adjourned to an ex-
ecutive session to discuss pending
litigation.

Snuffy’s Site Slated For
Supermarket, Park-and-Ride

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Conceptual
plans for the Snuffy’s/Pantagis prop-
erty were unveiled last week, with a
grocery store, a park-and-ride for com-
muters and a smaller retail building
replacing the big banquet facility and
restaurant that has been a landmark for
decades.

At the downtown redevelopment
committee’s monthly meeting on Au-
gust 14, Redevelopment Coordinator
Thomas Strowe said the Germany-
based Lidl supermarket chain, which
opened a store on Route 22 in Union
last year, will build a 29,000-square-
foot store — Scotch Plains’ first gro-
cery store in decades — on the 5.5-
acre Snuffy’s site and create about 100
jobs. He emphasized that there will be
“tons of hearings” before the planning
board on the plans for the site, with
“plenty of opportunities for public
comment.” He added that Lidl also
will be required to conduct traffic stud-
ies to measure the impact of the new
development on surrounding streets.

The conceptual sketch shows the
Lidl store situated in the southwestern
corner of the property at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and Pinehurst Av-
enue. A 6,000-square-foot, retail-type
building will be located closer to Route
22 and could house up to three tenants.
A park-and-ride lot, with 51 parking
spaces for bus commuters, will be
developed where the existing Snuffy’s
building is located at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and Park Avenue. It
is envisioned that buses during the
morning commute will exit Route 22
eastbound onto Pinehurst Avenue, turn
left onto Mountain Avenue and pick
up passengers at the park-and-ride
before proceeding down Mountain
Avenue and back onto the highway.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
Lidl store and commuter bus stop will
give people who live in the apartments
slated to be built in the downtown the
opportunity to take the bus to and from
New York City and then, when they
return home in the evening, stop at
Lidl for provisions before walking the
two or three blocks home. He said the
planned setup will make it “a more
walkable town.”

Mr. Strowe said the proposed bus
stop near the downtown could help in
having the township designated by state

authorities as a transit village, which
could open up opportunities for what
he said could be thousands of dollars in
potential grant money for sidewalks
and streetscape improvements.

In other business, the mayor and Mr.
Strowe said the public could get to see
what is being proposed for the first
phase of downtown redevelopment
sometime in the early fall. The com-
mittee has held several non-public
meetings in the past two months with
the developer, Bedminster-based Ad-
vance Realty, and its partner, PS&S
Engineering. Mr. Strowe said there is
“still a lot to be talked about,” includ-
ing financing, density, setbacks, park-
ing, square footage and building
heights. A memorandum detailing
some of these matters was sent to the
developer and it is expected that an-
other closed-door meeting will be held
next month. If the committee is satis-
fied with the responses from Advance,
then the public will be invited to pro-
vide comments and input on the plans.

Responding to criticism from some
that the process is moving forward at
too slow a pace, Deputy Mayor Josh
Losardo said the downtown efforts are
“going to change the look of Scotch
Plains and we want to get it right.”
After a resident told the mayor last
week to “put your foot on the gas
pedal” to speed up the process, Mayor
Smith acknowledged that it was “frus-
trating at times” that the redevelop-
ment is not proceeding as fast as some
would like. He said the township had
gotten “waylaid” by the affordable-
housing litigation and the various steps
that needed to be addressed, but he
said the township had done “signifi-
cant work” in the little more than two
years that the process has been under-
way.

The mayor revealed that the plan for
downtown includes moving the police
and north-side fire departments from
their existing facilities to new ones on
Plainfield Avenue across from the Pub-
lic Works Department and building a
new library in the same area as the
existing facility on Bartle Avenue. Mr.
Strowe said the state will soon finalize
rules for municipalities to apply for
funding from the $125-million library
bond ordinance approved by voters
two years ago, financing that could
help greatly with the construction of
the new library.

longer supported due to its age. The
cost of the new equipment will be
approximately $240,000. The bor-
ough also will purchase a new 2020
Ford Interceptor for the Police De-
partment. The cost of the vehicle will
be $32,087. The community addi-
tionally has received a $50,000 mu-
nicipal grant from Union County.

Several employment related mat-
ters also were discussed, including a
decision to increase the weekly hours
of Borough Engineer Michael Disko
from 10 to 13; the appointment of
Keith Disko as interim zoning en-
forcement official; the appointment
of Nancy Probst as interim planning
board secretary and the appointment
of Gina Thomas as secretary for the
Construction/Fire Prevention Depart-
ment. The council also passed a mo-
tion appointing four new members of
the Mountainside Volunteer Depart-
ment, Jorge Aparicio, Joseph
Fiorenza, Brandon Fontanes and
Francis Quigley.

Mayor Mirabelli advised the pub-
lic that there will be a public meeting
regarding the property-tax reassess-
ment program at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
September 12, in the gymnasium at
Deerfield Elementary School. The
meeting will include a presentation
by the appraisal company and will
provide detailed information to
homeowners on the timetable and pro-
cess. The tax reassessments were or-
dered by the state Division of Taxa-

tion, which claimed that many mu-
nicipalities, including several in
Union County, had violated state law
by not completing revaluations.

During the council comment por-
tion of the meeting, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer urged residents to
participate in the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library’s community survey. The
survey is anonymous and will help
the library plan its strategy and pro-
grams for the next three years. Coun-
cilman Mortimer noted that the value
of the items borrowed in July was
$71,040 and that circulation was up
10 percent.

Councilwoman Deanna Andre re-
minded residents that planning has be-
gun for the borough’s 125th anniver-
sary, which will be celebrated in 2020.
Multiple events and festivities will oc-
cur, and any resident interested in as-
sisting with the planning should contact
Councilwoman Andre and Council-
woman Rachel Pater. Councilwoman
Pater advised that the annual mum and
fall plant sale will be held at the historic
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House Thurs-
day through Sunday, September 19 to
22. The Hetfield House also will host a
garage sale Friday and Saturday, Sep-
tember 20 to 21. All proceeds from both
events will be donated to the Mountain-
side Restoration Committee. The New-
comers Club will conduct a town-wide
Garage Sale on September 21. Addi-
tional details can be found on the
borough’s website.
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