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Westfield TOWN COUNCIL MEETING: AUGUST 13, 2019; Mayor’s Opening Remarks
It’s great to see everyone -- I hope you’re all enjoying what’s left

of summer! It has been a busy few weeks since we last met, and I
just want to recap some of the key happenings around town.

 NEW BUSINESS OPENINGS
First, I’d like to extend a warm welcome to our newest businesses

in town: Buddha Fish, Innovasion Taco, Acting Out, and Evergreen,
all of which represent a great, diverse mix of businesses to add
further vibrancy to our downtown.

 RECENT DOWNTOWN EVENTS
It has indeed been a vibrant summer in our downtown! I don’t

think folks went on vacation this summer based upon the great
attendance at a variety of town events, including a very successful
National Night Out with our police, fire, EMS and DPW; a beautiful
Paint the Pond event hosted by Union County in Mindowaskin Park
for the special needs community; last night’s movie in Tamaques
Park, also hosted by the County; more Second Sunday events like
Winter Wonderland in July and Dog Days of Summer this past
weekend; the continuation of Sweet Sounds on Tuesdays; and of
course the Annual Pizza Run. It has been wonderful to see so many
residents enjoying our downtown this summer! Many people have
commented how much they are enjoying the frequent closing of
Quimby St. to enable a pedestrian plaza, which is something we
hope to do with greater frequency year round.

 WESTFIELD 300 LOGO CONTEST
And the events are only going to get bigger and better! Did you

know that Westfield will celebrate its 300th anniversary in 2020? We
plan to commemorate this milestone by introducing Westfield 300,
a year-long celebration that aims to inspire all residents to partici-
pate in a series of programming and events.

To initiate this effort, we’ve established a logo contest, open to all
Westfield residents and businesses, to identify a winning entrant
that best captures the spirit of the celebration and serves as the
brand and identity of Westfield 300. The winning logo will be
prominently featured in all Westfield 300 related activities and will
become an iconic part of this set of commemorative events. The
winning entrant will get the benefit of being publicly credited for
their work and knowing they will have played a integral part of this
legacy. We are looking for all creative minds to submit their logos
by August 25 -- check out the guidelines and details on our website:

 www.westfieldnj.gov/300.
Additional information regarding the planning of Westfield 300

will be forthcoming in the next few weeks.
 DWC LEADERSHIP CHANGE
Regarding downtown, as you probably read, last week the DWC

Board announced that Sherry Cronin was leaving her position as
Executive Director. Sherry has been a mainstay and constant
presence in our downtown for 18 years, and on behalf of a grateful
community, would like to thank her for her tireless commitment and
dedication to our Town. We wish her nothing but the best in her
future endeavors. The DWC Board, which operates independently
from the Town in terms of employment and governance, will
determine next steps in its search for a new Executive Director, and
I understand they will be meeting in the next few weeks to discuss
the search process.

 STORM WATER FLOODING
While we have enjoyed a remarkably good summer weather wise,

we have experienced an increasing number of severe storms which
has caused flooding on roads and properties. Since this weather

pattern seems to be the new norm, we will be looking at what
measures we can take to mitigate flooding going forward. We will
be looking into everything from changes to impervious coverage
allowances to longer term infrastructure needs. This review will take
some time, but I thought it important for the public to know that
we’re aware of the issue and will be prepared to make recommen-
dations to address it in the coming months.

 RVL MAYORS UPDATE
The RVL Mayors’ Alliance has remained very active, having most

recently submitted a peak one seat ride proposal for Governor
Murphy’s review. Next week my fellow co-chairs Fanwood Mayor
Mahr and Bound Brook Mayor Fazen are meeting with four State
Assembly co-sponsors of an RVL bill that demands restoration of the
off peak one seat ride as well a study to review the feasibility of a
RVL peak one seat ride. We are proposing an amendment to their
bill that would require implementation of RVL peak one seat ride
service within 12 months in lieu of a feasibility study.

 UCC CELL TOWER
I continue to be in touch with Cranford Mayor Pat Giblin about the

proposed cell tower at UCC. As you know, the public hearing last
month was postponed and the new hearing date is set for next
Monday, August 19, at 7:45. I encourage all concerned residents to
attend.

 MASTER PLAN RE-EXAMINATION
Last call for the Town’s Master Plan Reexamination survey! As I’ve

said many times throughout this process, our results will only be as
good as the input we receive. This is a plan that belongs to all of us
collectively to shape the future of our town, and so please do take
the opportunity to make your voice heard. The survey remains on
our website through September 3.

 https://www.westfieldnj.gov/futurewestfield
TONIGHT’S AGENDA
As the Council only convenes once a month in July and August, we

have a packed agenda for tonight, with many exciting topics at
hand.

Many will be happy to know that we will be voting on the contract
for the AddamsFest beer garden, a sign that the festivities are
getting closer! We will also vote on the establishment of a Public Arts
Commission to formalize a process and facilitate the display of
public art in Town on an ongoing basis. To that end, tonight we are
authorizing a contract for a mural at the NJ Transit underpass-- a
potentially transformative beautification project in a key location as
we continue our efforts to further enhance the south side business
corridor.

 https://www.westfieldnj.gov/publicart

Other votes tonight include
authorizing a contract to obtain
independent accreditation for our
exceptional police department
which has never been done be-
fore. Hats off to Chief Battiloro
for initiating this process as he
continues to further profession-
alize the department in all as-
pects. We’re also voting to ap-
prove the installation of a com-
memorative street sign above
Crossway Place to add a Martin
Wallberg Memorial Drive sign to
honor the 100 year anniversary
of our local American Legion Post
3. I’d like to acknowledge Gil
Stith who is here tonight on be-
half of the American Legion.

In our ongoing efforts to be
proactive as well as environmen-
tally conscious, we also have a
vote on establishing Electric Ve-
hicle (EV) infrastructure require-
ments on new developments to
allow for more charging stations
to support EV usage. Addition-
ally, we will also vote on autho-
rizing the purchase of six new
vehicles for various town func-
tions, three of which are hybrid,
bringing our hybrid fleet five.

And lastly, I would like to ex-
tend well wishes to all of our
students leaving for college in
the next few weeks. I look for-
ward to having them return to
Westfield in the future to raise
their families here and put their
extraordinary talents to work on
behalf of our community.

With that, let’s get to the work
at hand.

Kim Forde
Town of Westfield
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