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Westfield’s Ghost Funk Orchestra
To Release Debut Album

By GRETA FRONTERO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) Alum Seth Applebaum
will release the debut album for his
musical group, Ghost Funk Orches-
tra (GFO), later this month. What
began as a solo recording project for
Mr. Applebaum has grown into a 10-
piece super group, described as hav-
ing a “psychedelic sound mixed with
soul and a bit of jazz.”

The album, “A Song For Paul,” is
named after Mr. Applebaum’s late
grandfather, who had a large influence
on him as a musician, and includes a
mix of many different musical styles.

It is backed by Colemine Records and
will be released on August 23.

“There are a lot of hidden gems in
there if you listen closely,” Mr.
Applebaum said. “It’s our first full-
length album, so a lot of experimenta-
tion went on while we were recording
it. We have put a lot of effort into it.”

In addition to the album release,
GFO will be featured at the Bryant
Park Emerging Music Festival in New
York City on Saturday, August 24. “I
don’t know how they found us,” said
Mr. Applebaum, “but for such a big
venue and for how small the lineup is,
it’s a huge honor that we were one of
only eight bands that were selected

for it.”
GFO features elements of drums,

bass, two electric guitars, three sing-
ers, and three horns. The group in-
cludes two other WHS alumni: Julian
Applebaum (Seth Applebaum’s
brother) on bass, and James Kelly on
the trombone, with Kyle Beach,
drums, Joshua Park, guitar, Rich
Seibert, trumpet, Stephen Chen, bari
sax, Lo Gwynn and Megan Mancini,
vocals, and Romi Hanoch, vocals/
tambourine.

“During my time, [Westfield High
School] was a great breeding ground
for musicians,” said Mr. Applebaum.
“We had things like the jazz band, the
marching band, and the orchestra, but
there was also a lot of support for
people just putting together garage
bands.”
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WE’VE GOT THE FUNK...Ghost Funk Orchestra will debut its first album this
month and will perform at the Bryant Park Emerging Music Festival in Manhat-
tan August 24. Pictured, to the left, are: Seth Applebaum, of Westfield, right,
Joshua Park, and far right, vocalist Lo Gwynn.

“There are three members of the
band right now who went to WHS,
and a lot of my other friends who
started playing music at the high
school have continued it,” Mr.
Applebaum added. “I’m sure that’s in
part because there was a lot of sup-
port from people at the school trying
to nurture those creative outlets.”

Mr. Applebaum cites other elements
of Westfield as having an impact on
him as a musician as well, including
the former record store, Sound Sta-
tion. The family-owned store sat on
South Avenue before it was lost to a
six-alarm fire in January 2012, and
Mr. Applebaum claimed his current
taste in music was born there.

His unique musical style has culmi-
nated into “A Song for Paul,” and is
explained on the Colemine Records
website as “dirty” and “soulful” with
“verbed and fuzzed out guitars and
mysterious vocals that feel like a lost
score to a Quentin Tarantino film.”
The description also said that GFO is
“forging new territory and blurring the
line between soul and psychedelic.”

Mr. Applebaum described thisfirst
album as “the product of a lot of
work.” He said, “It feels good to have
a strong label behind it, and it’s great
to see that so many people are into
what we’re doing…we put a lot of
effort into making it a good and excit-
ing listening experience.”

The band is work-
ing on improving the
live shows to match
the intensity and
power of the record.
Mr. Applebaum also
wants the band to be
more ambitious go-
ing forward. He said,
“With the support of
the label we are able
to take risks, which
is a nice position to
be in.”

For now, Mr.
Applebaum is fo-
cused on the Bryant
Park Festival perfor-
mance. “It’s great
validation that all of
our hard work is get-
ting noticed,” he said.

Image Courtesy of Ricardo Roig
ART FOR ALL...Pictured is a digital sketch of the first version of a mural by
Ricardo Roig planned for the train underpass in Westfield. Some changes will be
made to the side with the orchestra, Mr. Roig said. Mr. Roig is planning to begin
with the side closest to the train station at the end of August. Then he will move on
to the opposite side in early September if things go along smoothly, he said.

Roig Eyeing to Begin
Westfield Mural This Month
WESTFIELD – As a means in the

beautification and revitalization of
the downtown and South Avenue
business corridor, the Town of
Westfield has enlisted local artist,
gallery owner and former Westfield
High School (WHS) art teacher
Ricardo Roig to paint two, 80-foot-
wide murals along the NJ Transit
train underpass that links North and
South Avenue near the traffic circle.
Mr. Roig is eyeing to begin the first
mural by the end of this month and
it is estimated to take up to three
weeks to complete. Details will be
ironed out in the coming weeks.
The murals will depict myriad
Westfield locales (see a sketch be-
low that may still see some revi-
sions before he starts painting).

Mr. Roig is also planning to enlist
his former WHS students to help him
with the project in order to make it a
true community undertaking.

The town has so far received a
$20,000 Transformation Grant from
the Main Street New Jersey (MSNJ)
Program, and a $2,000 HEART grant.
Local business owner James Ward
has committed to contributing $5,000.
A private donor has also contributed
$5,000, Mayor Shelley Brindle said.
The total cost of the murals is $50,000,
she said. The town is currently seek-
ing corporate and/or local individual
sponsors. See www.westfieldnj.gov/
publicart to donate. NJ Transit is to
also provide new lighting and repair
the wall.

Mr. Roig, at his Westfield Gallery,
located at 305 South Avenue West,
will be starting Wednesday classes
this fall in drawing and hand cut print-
ing. See www.roigcollection.com for
more.

Also read our feature on Mr. Roig
in the May 16, 2019, edition avail-
able at goleader.com archives.
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ROAD TRIP...Pictured, from the left: members of Ghost
Funk Orchestra: Seth Applebaum, Rich Seibert, Romi
Hanoch, Lo Gwynn, Joshua Park, Kyle Beach, Stephen
Chen, and Julian Applebaum.

Dance 2000 Celebrates its 30th Year!
Register for classes Wednesday, August 21st and Wednesday, September 3rd from 4 to 6pm

Offering classes in ballet, tap, jazz, lyrical, hip hop, pointe and technique

377 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains • 908-322-9696 • www.dance2000nj.com
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