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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 5
The 22nd annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 5 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Be Ready!

SEGLEDI, MENNONA, DEITCH, PATRYLO RAP HOMERS

JoeMax Shocks Deegan, 24-21,
In UC Senior Men’s Softball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scoring 20 runs over the first six
innings and leading by four runs was
not enough in the minds of the men of
JoeMax, so the four additional runs
that they tacked on in the top of the
seventh inning turned out to be enough
for a 24-21 victory over first-placed
Deegan Roofing in Union County Se-
nior Men’s 50+ Softball League action
at Memorial Field 2 in Linden on Au-
gust 8. JoeMax was particularly aware
of the need to keep scoring since it held

a 19-3 lead entering the bottom of the
fourth inning only to witness the
Deeganators banging away heavily in
each of the remaining innings.

The JoeMax machine tagged
Deegan backup pitcher Damon Roth
for 32 hits, which included respective
over-the-fence home runs from John

Segledi, Nick Mennona and John
Deitch plus an inside-the-park home
run from Walt Patrylo. JoeMax also
added six doubles and a triple in the
bombardment. The Deeganators re-
corded 25 hits against JoeMax mound
ace Deitch, which included six doubles
and two triples.

Segledi, who also had a double and
a single, finished with six RBI, while
scoring twice. Mennona also doubled
and singled, added an RBI sacrifice
fly, scored three runs and had three
RBI. Deitch went 4-for-4 with four

runs scored, two RBI and a walk.
Patrylo finished 3-for-5 with three
RBI and two runs scored. Al Genova
went 4-for-4 with a double and a
walk, while scoring three times and
adding an RBI. Leadoff hitter Tom
Ulichny went 4-for-5 with a three-run
triple and scored three runs.

Roth provided significant offense
for Deegan, going 4-for-4 with a
double, a triple, four RBI and four
runs scored. Scott Mugele rapped an
RBI single and three doubles, while
scoring four times. Marty Bernstein
bashed a pair of RBI singles and a
three-run double, while walking once
and scoring once. Marty Marks singled
three times, walked once and scored

all four times. Kevin Spellman went
2-for-2 with two walks, three RBI and
four runs scored.

Despite the massive amount of runs,
fine defensive maneuvers were
present. JoeMax third baseman
Patrylo turned a second (Segledi)-to-
first (Bruce Evans) double play in the
first inning. Shortstop Rob Stratton,
who made a great catch of a popup in
shallow center in the first inning, ini-
tiated a second-to-first double play in
the third inning. Stratton also made a
key backhand grab of a grounder in

the sixth. Ulichny in right-center
pulled off a super grab at the fence in
the third inning but he saved three
runs when he sprinted to make a back-
hand stab of Mike Jucknik’s liner
with the bases loaded in the sixth
inning. Right fielder Pat Nigro ab-
sorbed Charlie Collins’ hard liner in
the seventh.

Deegan shortstop Jucknik initiated
a second (Bernstein)-to-first (Mugele)
double play in the seventh inning.
Leftfielder Tom Baldowski made a
smooth snag of Segledi’s liner just
before he bounced off the fence in foul
territory in the second inning. Bernstein
also took a relay from right fielder

BELFORD BELTS 2 HRs; DELLE DONNE, HARRISON ADD ‘O’

Sofa Kings Stay Alive; Crush
Five Guys, 27-14, in Game 2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brad Belford smashed two home
runs and had five RBI to lead Sofa
Kings to a 27-14 victory over Five
Guys in Game 2 of the best of three
division championship series held on
August 7 at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains. After losing 19-6 two days
earlier, Sofa Kings responded in a big
way to force a decisive Game 3. Sec-
ond-seeded Sofa Kings had also faced
elimination in their previous round,
losing the first game to American
Legion Post 3 before rallying to win
the series.

In Game 2, Five Guys scored three
runs in the bottom of the first to take
a 3-0 lead. Mike Maurer ripped a line
drive to center that sailed over Sofa
Kings outfielder Kyle Adams, plating
Vinnie Del Vecchio with the first run.
Frank DiGiovanni and Nick Golasso
each added RBI singles.

Sofa Kings responded with three
runs in the second. Brad Belford ham-
mered a solo homer over the leftfield
fence. Marquel Harrison and Doug
Delle Donne followed with singles.
They scored when “Pops” Kronic hit
a ground ball that Five Guys first
baseman Pete Gilson failed to corral.

Five Guys answered with three runs
the second to build a 6-3 lead. Joe
Wyzykowski drove in a pair of runs
on a sac fly. But the Sofa Kings’
offense responded with six runs in the
third inning to take a 9-6 lead.

Tyler Yaz punched an RBI single to

center that scored Dave Belford who
had singled. Brad Belford doubled to
the left-centerfield gap, scoring two
more runs and tying the game at 6-6.
Johnny Lyp put the Kings on top with a
sac fly. Delle Donne and Brian Schiller
also had RBI singles in the inning.

Five Guys cut into the lead when
Eric Lax hit a solo home run over the
right field fence to make it 9-7 in the
third inning. Sofa Kings extended the
lead to 11-7 by adding two runs in the
fourth with RBI from Adams and Yaz.

Five Guys refused to go away
though. The Guys tied the game again
with four runs in the fifth. Five Guys
loaded the bases with no outs. Frank
DiGiovanni got a couple of runs across
when shortstop Mike Kronic failed to
handle his grounder. Lax had an RBI
single as well. “Pops” Kronic pre-
served the tie however, getting out of
a jam by retiring Maurer and Chris
Perruna on fly balls.

This seemed to motivate Sofa
Kings. Just as Five Guys had done to
them in Game 1, Sofa Kings took
charge of Game 2 by exploding for
seven runs in the sixth inning. Delle
Donne, a real catalyst in the game, led
off with a triple to left-centerfield.
Schiller brought him home with a
single through the middle making it
12-11 in favor of the Kings.

Tarullo brought Schiller across the
plate with an RBI double to center.
Dave Belford, Adams and Mike
Kronic each followed with RBI
singles. Brad Belford then stepped to

the plate and launched his second
home run, this one a two-run blast
over the leftfield fence making it an
18-11 Sofa King lead.

“The power has been there all
along,” said Brad Belford of his two-
homer performance. “It just came out
today.”

Five Guys scored once in their half
of the inning courtesy of an RBI single
by Maurer. But Sofa Kings added
three runs in the seventh to extend to
21-12 and five more in the eighth to
make it 26-12. Dave Belford had a
two-run triple in the eighth. The Sofa
Kings added one more for good mea-
sure on Harrison’s RBI triple in the
ninth inning to make it 27-12.

Faced with a 15-run deficit heading
into their final at-bats, Five Guys
managed to pull a little closer when
Gilson rocketed a two-run home run
over the centerfield fence.

“They just did to us what we did to

them in the first game,” said Five
Guys’ DiGiovanni. “We just didn’t hit
tonight.”
Sofa Kings 036 207 351 27
Five Guys 331 041 002 14

ST. CHUPKO, ST. CHEMIDLIN TRY TO WEATHER STORM

‘Mother Nature’ Inundates
St. Anthony/St. Seb Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One dark maverick cloud on an
otherwise clear evening hovered over
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains when
first-place St. Anthony prepared to do
battle with last-place St. Sebastian in
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action on August 9. Two very
veteran pitchers, Frank Chupko for
St. Anthony and Pete Chemidlin for
St. Sebastian, took to the mound in
hopes that their respective team would
emerge as the victor. In the end, it was
Mother Nature who came up with the
overwhelming victory.

As the visiting team, St. Anthony
did manage to get through a dry top of
the first inning and produced four
runs on four hits. Nam-June Joe

chopped a leadoff single past short
and Ed DeFrancesco plopped a lazy
single right over first base. Up stepped
Varo Baboomian and he unloaded
with a two-run triple to remote right
field. Gerry Riepe lofted an RBI sac-
rifice fly to leftfield to bring
Baboomian home. Next, Bob Camisa
thumped a triple down the leftfield
line. Kevin Caggiano grounded out to
first as Camisa glided home then
Chemidlin struck out the next batter
to bring St. Sebastian to the plate.

But the maverick cloud also came
along and began to do what it does
best — rain. Chupko on the mound
valiantly tried to weather the elements.
St. Anthony leadoff hitter Frank
Vecchione splashed a single to right
field. Mike Surbrug popped up to the

second baseman and Luis Fraguas
yanked an RBI double to left.
Chemidlin followed with an RBI
single to right-center to make the score
4-2 as the rain began to intensify.
Chupko remained unfazed and got
Steve Pirella to line out to
DeFrancesco in right field then Karl
Grossmann skid a sharp grounder to
the second baseman, who flicked to
second for the third out.

Realizing that the brave St. Bart’s
men seemed determined to work their
way through the elements, the maver-
ick cloud responded with a bad atti-
tude and stepped up its assault on the
field. In the St. Anthony second, Rick
Citron grounded out to first baseman
Larry Szenyi, Tom Litterio grounded
out to Pirella at third and Joe McEvoy
popped up to second.

Hoping that the downpour would
soon be over and noticing the clear
skies all around them with the excep-
tion of the dark cloud that was still
hovering over them, the St. Bart’s
men continued to the bottom of the
second inning. Frank Apicella legged
out an infield single that rolled slug-
gishly toward third. Szenyi bopped a
single to left. Joe Tilocca blooped a
fly ball in foul territory toward right
field but DeFrancesco performed an
amazing sliding catch for the first out.
Noticing that Szenyi was off base,
DeFrancesco fired to first for the
double play. The next batter grounded
to second for the third out.

At that point, the maverick cloud
moved on and the rain stopped. But
the damage had already been done.
With very soggy and dangerous con-
ditions, the game was called.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A GREAT STRETCH...Sofa King first baseman Doug Delle Donne makes a great stretch for the putout on Five
Guys’ Nick Galasso during Game 2 of the East Division Championship at Brookside Park on August 7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRAMPLING THE PLATE...St. Anthony’s Varo Baboomian tramples home
plate in the first inning as St. Sebastian catcher Joe Tilocca awaits a throw.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Five Guys Silence Sofa Kings
In Playoff Final Game 1, 19-6

Maurer kept the Sofa Kings scoreless
through three innings. But Sofa Kings
rallied in the bottom of the fourth
inning. Marquel Harrison and Kyle
Adams got things going with back-to-
back, one-out singles. Dom Centanni
singled past third to bring in the speedy
Harrison. Mike Kronic singled to load
the bases. Brad Belford ripped a line
drive toward leftfield that seemed
destined to bring in another run but
the ball was snagged by third baseman

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five Guys scored seven runs in the
top of the second inning and then
seven runs again in the seventh on
their way to a 19-6 victory over Sofa
Kings in Game 1 of their best of three
championship series played on Au-
gust 5 at Jerseyland in Scotch Plains.
Eric Lax went 4-for-5 and beat out a
three-run home run in the seventh that
helped Five Guys break open a tight
contest. The victory left fourth-seeded

Five Guys just one win away from
claiming the championship over sec-
ond seeded Sofa Kings.

Five Guys, which earned a place in
the finals by defeating Gashouse Go-
rillas in the semifinals, racked up seven
runs on seven hits and batted around
against Sofa Kings veteran starter John
“Pops” Kronic. Nick Golasso,
Michael Tufaro and Joey Wyzkowski
each had RBI singles in helping Five
Guys build a 7-0 lead.

Five Guys starting pitcher Mike CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Charlie Brown’s Wins
West Division Crown
Charlie Brown’s outslugged

Darby Brainard, 17-9, in Game 2
for the West Division crown.

See story in August 22 Edition
of The Westfield Leader/Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STIRRING UP THE DIRT...Sofa King speedster Brian Schiller gets a face full of dirt as he dives back to first base in order
to avoid being doubled up in Game 2 against Five Guys. The Sofa Kings got off their duffs and routed Five Guys 27-14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE EXTRA BASE...JoeMax base runner Mike McKenna, No. 20, gets to third as Deegan Roofing third
baseman Kevin Spellman prepares to catch the throw in the fourth inning at Memorial Field 2 in Linden on August 8.
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Charlie Brown’s & Sofa Kings
Win Titles – Stories next week


