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Diction Deception

Sherry Cronin’s Tenure Ends At
Downtown Westfield Corporation

Jenn Gilman, Candidate For Town
Council In Ward 3

The Church Finials Are
Fine English Gothic

We were dismayed to read (The
Westfield Leader, August 1, 2019)
that the First Methodist Church fini-
als were removed since they served
“only an aesthetic purpose.” It is a
shame that the trustees decided that
the cost of restoration was too great
and that it “would better fit the mis-
sion of the church to use the money in
a different way.”

Surely the church could have raised
the money necessary to maintain the
integrity of the building entrusted to
them, a fine example of English Gothic
church architecture and one of the
most beautiful historic buildings in
Westfield.

Frank and Carol Nolde
Westfield

I spend my weekends and evenings
knocking on my neighbors’ doors in
Ward 3, learning about the issues that
matter most to their household and
our community. So far, the most com-
mon topics of conversation are the
conditions of our roads and sidewalks,
as well as pedestrian safety.

I learned while canvassing on
Cacciola Place, Stirling Place and
Livingston Street that too many of
these residents, especially kids, have
had ‘close calls’ with cars not yield-
ing to pedestrians at the South Avenue
and Cacciola Place intersection. This
intersection connects their neighbor-
hood to the southside businesses at
Westfield Plaza like Bagel Chateau
and Buono Pizza. While I was at the
Westfield Neighborhood Council’s
50th Anniversary Festival on July 20,
these concerns were echoed by more
residents.

A flashing pedestrian crossing sign,
also known as a beacon light, was

recently installed at the Boulevard
and South Avenue crosswalk by the
train station parking lot. The signs’
flashing LED lights alert drivers of a
pedestrian’s intention to cross, which
gives drivers enough time to stop,
allowing pedestrians to cross safely.
This modern safety measure has al-
ready made crossing South Avenue
safer for commuters walking to and
from the train station at night. (not
just commuters who benefit).

Based on feedback from neighbor-
hood residents, the same should be
considered immediately for the
Cacciola Place and South Avenue
crosswalk. In the meantime, I’ll con-
tinue advocating for increased traffic
enforcement to slow down speeders,
and those who don’t stop for pedestri-
ans at crosswalks.

Jenn Gilman
Westfield Candidate
for Council Ward 3

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was authored and submitted by Sherry
Cronin

Westfield, NJ – Sherry Cronin who
has served as Executive Director of
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) for the last 18 years is leaving
the position effective July 31, 2019.
Sherry has enjoyed a distinguished
career working at the DWC, first as a
volunteer when the Main Street pro-
gram was just getting established, and
then as a volunteer on the DWC De-
sign Committee and then the Board of
Directors as a resident member. In
2001, after an unsuccessful nation-
wide search for a replacement of the
prior executive director, Sherry left
her corporate role at Prudential to
‘help them out for a little while.’

Sherry, and her dedicated staff and
volunteers, have had many accom-
plishments during that time, includ-
ing garnering many accolades for
Westfield including the highly cov-
eted National Main Street Center’s
Great American Main Street Award,
America in Bloom Awards, Great
Place in NJ by the NJ American Plan-
ning Association, and many best
downtowns and great places to live
articles, which have elevated
Westfield’s brand in the marketplace
for attracting and retaining residents
and downtown investments. Since
2001, over $120 million of private
investment has been poured into
Downtown Westfield.

While managing and working with
volunteers for the Board of Directors,
Design Committee, Economic Vital-
ity Committee and Promotions Com-
mittee and partnering with the Town
of Westfield, property owners, devel-
opers and many community organi-
zations, Sherry was a creative notable
force of Downtown Westfield’s Spe-
cial Improvement District. She
worked alongside the 450 plus busi-
nesses navigating the ever-changing
landscape downtown, always improv-
ing the district, protecting and nurtur-
ing the business community, and de-
veloping strategic and lasting rela-
tionships with many stakeholder in-
terests.

Sherry and her team were instru-
mental in the success of many signa-
ture downtown events and activities
such as the Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival, the Downtown
Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza,
Girls’ Day and Night Out,
AddamsFest accounting,
WestfieldToday website, the DWC
newsletter, social media, and brand-
ing just to name a few. She also took
on many special projects and secured
grant opportunities for Westfield and
assisted in implementation of capital
infrastructure improvements for
downtown streetscape projects and
municipal parking lot improvements.
Sherry ensured funding was secured
for the beautiful floral displays main-
tained seasonally by the DWC, in-
cluding those which welcome you on
Central Avenue, on light poles and
placed along storefronts.

Sherry left her mark with many
physical improvements made to build-
ings through the successful DWC
Façade Renovation Incentive Grant
program and historic restoration work
downtown. Such notable places as
the Flatiron Building, Arcanum Hall,
76 Elm Street, Bovella’s and over
140 different façade improvements
for signage and awnings have taken
place over the years utilizing Sherry’s
appreciation of the rich history of
Westfield. She will continue to serve
on the Westfield Historical Society
and is very passionate about the work
of the organization and the strategic
vision to build an Education Center.

When asked about her departure
from the role which has defined her
for many years, Sherry said “I have
loved the job. I’m very proud of ev-
erything we have accomplished down-
town and for the role I have held
being an ambassador for Westfield. I
will miss working with the volunteers
and staff, Beth Brenner and Jamie
Lemberg the most. They are the
mighty staff of Downtown Westfield
Corporation—extremely talented,
dedicated and true friends. ”

by Sherry Cronin
Westfield

Disingenuous, The Westfield 20/20
Vigil Became A Political Rally

After our nation suffered two more mass shootings
in Texas and Ohio nearly two weeks ago, a commu-
nity vigil in Westfield was organized on August 5 to
remember the victims of these heinous crimes. No-
where in the email that we received, nor in a news
article published online, was there any indication
that the vigil was to be a political event.

An email to this newspaper said: “Tonight all are
welcome to join us for a memorial vigil in honor of
the victims and a call to action against gun vio-
lence.” The vigil was held at Mindowaskin Park, a
public park located next to the Westfield Municipal
Building.

The event was promoted by Westfield 20/20. The
group, which has a Facebook presence as well as a
website, was started by two mothers — Marci
Bandelli and Lillian Duggan.

“Our primary values include a belief in tolerance,
diversity, truthfulness, a healthy environment, a
healthy population, (and) fiscal responsibility,” ac-
cording to the group’s website. “While these values
‘lean left,’ we are not affiliated with any established
political party, and our group includes members
from a range of political allegiances. Our goal is to
let our politicians know that this is unacceptable.”

Their online message said the vigil was “to honor
the victims of gun violence.” Westfield 20/20 did,
however, note that after the vigil community mem-
bers would be “speaking out for a call to action for
sensible gun law measures,” including a demand for
“a federal assault weapons ban,” high-capacity maga-

zine limits and federal background checks. How-
ever, the last two speakers, called for President
Donald Trump and state legislative Republican offi-
cials to be voted out of office.

As Americans, we have the legal right to assemble
and to hold our elected officials accountable. What
groups like Westfield 20/20 do not have the right to
do, in our opinion, is to turn a peaceful vigil into a
political event to unseat those elected officials they
do not like. Is Westfield 20/20 focused on an assault
weapons ban or simply removing the remaining
Republicans from the New Jersey Legislature? Re-
gardless of where Westfield 20/20 stands politically,
our nation needs cooperation on key issues like
responding to mass shootings. We believe this “Bait
and Switch” tactic by Westfield 20/20 is unethical.

Given that New Jersey already has among the
toughest gun laws in the nation, last week’s rally
would have worked more appropriately in Washing-
ton, D.C., where debate on the issue of an assault
weapons ban belongs.

Isn’t the goal is to eliminate mass shootings in this
nation? These horrible events have been occurring
for more than 20 years, since Columbine in the late
1990s. All polical parties bear responsibility.

In the future, Westfield 20/20 and other groups that
want to hold events should be truthful and upfront of
their intentions and ensure their speakers understand
that. If it is to be a political rally against a particular
party or candidates, then it should not be held as part
of a vigil.

Honoring the Distinguished Legacy
Of Former Chief Anthony Parenti

With the passing two weeks ago of former police
chief and councilman Anthony J. Parenti, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains community bid a solemn
farewell to yet another of its distinguished public
servants.

The death of Mr. Parenti on August 1, at the age
of 87, followed the recent loss of former Scotch
Plains mayor and councilman Robert Edward
“Whitey” Johnston and former Fanwood council-
man William E. Populus, Jr. Mr. Johnston passed
away on April 24 and Mr. Populus on April 26.

All three men left distinguished legacies within
their respective towns, the surrounding area and
beyond through their municipal government ser-
vice, as well as their civic contributions and overall
citizenship. They additionally were known as dedi-
cated family men and successful in their careers.

A native of Plainfield, Mr. Parenti was an Air
Force veteran of the Korean Conflict and had been
a resident of Fanwood for more than 60 years. He
served 43 years with the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment, capping his tenure on the force with his
ascension to police chief in 1975 — the youngest in
New Jersey. He retired from the department in 1998.

During his long career, Mr. Parenti additionally
founded the New Jersey Police Traffic Officers
Association, serving as its president for three de-
cades. He also was president of the Union County

Police Chiefs Association and the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police, and chaired the
New Jersey Commission on Drunk Driving. Mr.
Parenti further drafted pivotal legislation at the
state and federal levels advancing traffic safety. He
played a key role in the passage of legislation that
increased the age in New Jersey for consuming
alcoholic beverages to 21.

Following his retirement from the Fanwood Police
Department, Mr. Parenti continued to have an impact
on law enforcement and the larger community. He was
director of the John H. Stamler Police Academy for
nearly a decade, after which he served two terms on
the Fanwood Borough Council, from 2008 to 2013.

Along with his myriad professional accomplish-
ments in law enforcement and municipal govern-
ment spanning decades, The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times also will fondly
remember Anthony Parenti for his extensive knowl-
edge, his accessibility and his willingness to provide
information to our journalists. Our staff commends
him for his lifetime of service to his country, his
town, his fellow officers and his neighbors. We
likewise echo the sentiments expressed by colleagues
and others that Mr. Parenti’s commitment, vision and
achievements on multiple fronts will no doubt influ-
ence the lives of police officers and civilians alike for
generations to come.

The Westfield Board Of Health Meeting On August 5, 2019
Three businesses in town were recently

issued summonses for selling electronic
cigarettes to underage individuals. Two
of them did not have licenses to sell e-
cigarettes. Two businesses were fined,
one $350 and the other $250 plus court
costs. The third business was recently
sold. Its previous owner, who is respon-
sible, failed to appear in court, so the
court issued a failure to appear notice.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has reported that over one-
fifth of high school students nationwide
used e-cigarettes in 2018, a 78 percent
increase in just one year. Also troubling,
one in 20 middle school students cur-
rently use e-cigarettes. E-cigarettes have
high concentrations of nicotine to which
children can become addicted and nico-
tine adversely affects their developing
brains. We all can address this epidemic
to protect our children.

Parents should learn more about e-
cigarettes and their risks so they can bet-
ter counsel their children. Get the Sur-
geon General’s tip sheet for parents at
https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/.
Set a good example by being tobacco-
free. If you use tobacco products, it’s
never too late to quit. Free and confiden-
tial help is available at the New Jersey
Quitline www.njquitline.org or 1-866-
NJ-STOPS (1-866-657-8677). In addi-
tion, there are tools to help your child
learn the facts and quit tobacco products
at Teen.smokefree.gov.

The Board also discussed its role in
implementing the Surgeon General’s rec-

ommendations. We currently regulate e-
cigarettes, but began the process to im-
prove our regulations. Our goal is to
eliminate young peoples’ access in town.
A new approach will be introduced at our
next meeting, in October, that emulates
the stricter regulation currently in force
in the Town of Morristown. However,
the proposed changes in the regulations
concerning e-cigarettes may only occur
after the Board follows its regulatory
procedures.

The Board is also concerned about gun
safety and preventing firearms-related in-
juries. A useful resource for parents to
prevent gun-related injuries in the home
from the Injury Free Coalition for Kids is
at https://www.injuryfree.org/resources/
FirearmInjuryPreventionChecklist.pdf .

There was an increase in reports of rats
in neighborhoods. The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department investigated
nine complaints concerning rats in June
and July. All were successfully addressed
with the cooperation of the homeowners
and extermination companies, except one.
Reportedly, one resident stated that she
did not want to kill rats, but she preferred
to trap them and release them into the
town’s parks. This resident was issued a
summons and in court, was fined $1,000
plus court costs. The fine was held in
abeyance so the resident can arrange for
appropriate extermination services. If the
resident refuses, the fine will be imposed.
However, the Health Department, by it-
self, cannot force this resident to elimi-
nate rats from her property.

The Health Department is also investi-
gating an outbreak of cyclospora diar-
rheal disease, which is due to a parasite
and currently linked to basil from Siga
Logistics de RL de CV of Morelos,
Mexico https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/
cyclosporiasis/outbreaks/2019/weekly/
index.html. About 69 New Jersey resi-
dents are ill from this, including about 15
being investigated by our health depart-
ment. Residents should not buy, eat or
serve any fresh basil from Siga Logistics
de RL de CV or any uncooked items like
pesto or salad that may include fresh basil
from Mexico. Guidance for residents to
protect themselves from many food-borne
diseases, which tend to increase during
the summer, can be found at https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

In addition, three Westfield residents
were reported with confirmed Lyme dis-
ease in June and July. Lyme disease is
spread by ticks and residents should avoid
direct contact with them to help prevent
Lyme disease. Some simple precautions
include the following:

1) Avoid wooded and bushy areas with
high grass and leaf litter.

2) Walk in the center of trails.
3) Use appropriate insect repellants.
4) After an outing, check your children

and yourself for ticks and remove any
ticks found.

5) Check your pets for ticks daily,
especially after they are outside, and re-
move any ticks found.

6) Clear tall grasses and brush from
your yard to make it less tick friendly.

More information can be found at
https://www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

Diabetes screening and education is
available from the Overlook Medical
Center Community Health Department.
To register, please contact Overlook at 1-
800-247-9580.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities is available on its
websitehttps://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the Au-
gust 5 meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our October 7 meeting,
which starts at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal
building. The public is invited to attend.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Echinodermatous – Having the
characteristics of spines

2. Varan – The monitor lizard
3. Irideremia – Partial or total adsence

of the iris
4. Troika – A carriage drawn by three

horses abreast

PROCELLOUS
1. Stormy
2. A swift, full gallop
3. Slanted; steep
4. Strong; powerful

EURYCEROUS
1. Full of wrinkles or ridges
2. Broad-horned
3. Covered with wax
4. Having a rough and dry surface

CATADIOPTRICS
1. The act of beckoning the dead
2. Public shame; public humiliation
3. The study of the eye and its disorders
4. The science of the reflection of light

and its observance
PATENA

1. Very small; petit
2. A pad tied around the waist by

women to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A grassy area in the hilly parts of

Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
4. A nectarine


