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Belleville Man Arrested
For Cranford Burglaries

CRANFORD — A Belleville man
was arrested August 7 by Cranford
police and charged with two residen-
tial burglaries that were reported the
day before within an apartment com-
plex located at 555 South Avenue East.

Various personal effects were sto-
len from the apartments including
cash, jewelry and a .357 caliber hand-
gun, police said.

Albert D. Hudson, II, 43, of
Belleville, was charged on two counts
of burglary, two counts of theft, one
count of unlawful possession of a
weapon and one count of certain per-
sons not to have weapons after the
Cranford Police Investigative Divi-
sion developed a lead in the case.

Hudson was arrested and taken into

custody without incident outside his
home in Belleville, police said. He
was processed and transported to the
Union County jail pending a deten-
tion hearing. Detectives were able to
recover the stolen handgun and pro-
ceeds from the crime.

Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
commended the detectives who
worked the case for their efforts in
quickly solving these burglaries.

“Our detectives worked hard to
bring these cases to a resolution for
the safety and sake of the quality of
life in our community. By success-
fully removing a handgun from our
streets, they most certainly prevented
its use in additional crimes,” Chief
Greco said.

Kean, Bramnick Prenatal
Services Bill Signed Into Law

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County Of Union
BROOKSIDE PARK REOPENS...Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella and
Freeholders Sergio Granados and Rebecca Williams joined Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo,
Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Deputy Township Manager Margaret Heisey, Scotch Plains Director of Parks and
Recreation DJ Salvante and other township officials at the official reopening of Brookside Park in Scotch Plains after recent
upgrades to the park. The improvement project was funded by $80,000 of grants from the Union County Kids’ Recreation
Trust and the Level the Playing Field grant program.

TRENTON — Legislation spon-
sored by Senate Republican Minority
Leader Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield)
and Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) to improve maternal
healthcare in New Jersey by expand-
ing Medicaid coverage to include
group prenatal care services has been
signed into law.

“Right now, moms and babies
across the country are dying at dis-
turbing rates from preventable com-
plications,” Sen. Kean  said. “Here in
New Jersey, the statistics are particu-
larly alarming, especially among
women of color. Our state’s most
vulnerable mothers and newborns
deserve greater access to quality
healthcare throughout pregnancy. The
enactment of this law will help close
the racial disparity gap, create stron-
ger families, and save lives.”

Sen. Kean’s bipartisan law, S-3405/
A-5021, expands the State Medicaid
program to cover group prenatal care
services pursuant with guidelines set
forth by CenteringPregnancy.

The CenteringPregnancy model,
developed by the Centering
Healthcare Institute, is designed to
enhance participation in group pre-
natal care from minority and low-
income communities. S-3405 was
modeled after South Carolina’s re-
cent implementation of a similar pro-
gram.

In New Jersey, African-American
mothers are dying at disproportion-
ately higher rates than white mothers
during childbirth. Group prenatal care
visits have been shown to virtually
eliminate racial disparities in prema-
ture births.

The American Journal of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology found that

“group prenatal care is an innovative
and promising model with compa-
rable pregnancy outcomes to indi-
vidual prenatal care in the general
population and improved outcome in
some demographic groups.”

Group prenatal care services can
also help reduce the rate of premature
births, and provide cost savings to
healthcare systems, as preterm births
can be more than 10 times more ex-
pensive than a full-term delivery. It
includes clinical support that consists
of brief individual visits with a doctor
and health assessments, as well as
social support that gives about eight
to 12 women an opportunity to con-
nect and learn in a nurturing environ-
ment.

Providers must be accredited by
the Centering Healthcare Institute, a
nonprofit that trains and supports
group care providers, or engaged in
an active implementation contract
with the Institute. The law allows up
to 10 group prenatal care visits per
pregnancy.

“Increasing access to prenatal ser-
vices will unquestionably lead to
lower mortality and morbidity rates
for mothers,” added Sen. Kean. “This
new law, along with the rest of our
bipartisan maternal healthcare pack-
age, will increase the number of
healthier and happier new moms and
newborns. It’s a win for Garden State
families.”

“Group prenatal care is innovative,
cost effective and most importantly,
it’s proven to improve outcomes for
both mothers and newborns,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “We should be doing
everything we can to support the
health of pregnant woman and babies
and this piece of legislation is a great
step toward that goal.”

Bill to Protect Shore Homes
From Rental Tax Now Law

TRENTON – A measure to ensure
private homeowners – particularly at
the Jersey Shore – will not be subject
to a 2018 law that extended New
Jersey’s sales and occupancy tax to
short-term rentals was signed into
law Friday by Governor Phil Murphy.

In an effort to level the playing
field between hotels, motels and tran-
sient accommodations like Airbnb, a
2018 law expanded the state’s 6.625
percent sales and use tax and 5 per-
cent hotel and motel occupancy fee to
short-term rentals.

The law, A-4814/4520, will require
that transient accommodations only
be subject to taxes if the rental is
obtained through a marketplace,
online or otherwise.

“Over the past several months,
we’ve listened to Jersey Shore
homeowners – many of whom are
still recovering from Hurricane Sandy
– who are worried they’ll see far less

Munoz Chastises Murphy
For Defending NJT Pay Hikes

summer guests this season as a result
of the short-term rental tax. Summer
tourism is the heartbeat of the shore,
and this law was never intended to
hurt the private homeowners who help
it grow and thrive,” according to a
joint statement from the 10 Assembly
Democrats who sponsored the legis-
lation.

“The bill signed into law today will
help property owners who rely on
word of mouth, signs, social media
and longstanding customers to keep
their rentals booked through the sum-
mer. It will help shore businesses
keep customers flocking to their
doors. And it will help tourists afford
to have the vacation of their dreams
right here at the Jersey Shore.”

SUMMIT – Firing experienced
employees to give raises to people
who worked for the state Democrats
has become a normal employment
process under Governor Phil
Murphy, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21st, Summit) charged
last week in a press release after the
Governor defended raises for politi-
cally-connected NJ Transit execu-
tives.

“I am afraid that the governor didn’t
finish his statements today (August
8) claiming he is committed to fixing
NJ Transit,” exclaimed Asw. Munoz.
“He left out the part that his priority is
to help his political friends before
helping commuters. That is evidently
the case since his tenure has resulted
in more cancellations, more worker
turmoil, and worse service for com-
muters.”

Gov. Murphy gave a $32,000 raise
to a consultant on his campaign for
governor, and a $35,000 raise to a
leader in the Democratic State Com-
mittee; now paying them $188,000
and $215,000, respectively. They

were only two of eight that received
pay raises, all of which were funded
by eliminating other positions, ac-
cording to the press release from the
Assembly Republican Minority Of-
fice.

The situation is similar to that of
the Schools Development Authority,
where the former executive director
resigned due to giving jobs and raises
to politically-connected friends and
family, financed by the elimination of
long-time experience employees.

“Being committed means provid-
ing better service. My district still
doesn’t have direct access to New
York City on the Raritan Valley line
and there are no answers. No ac-
countability. Getting trains running,
and on time, needs to be a priority.
Actions speak louder than words, so
Murphy’s words are meaningless un-
til the evidence says otherwise,” con-
tinued Asw. Munoz. “And, there is
one common denominator when it
comes to patronage under the Murphy
administration, and that is the gover-
nor himself.”

County Clerk Rajoppi
Offers Notary Seminar

Freeholders to Dedicate
Torborg Field on Sept. 7

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi will host a notary
training seminar for New Jersey nota-
ries public at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy, second floor multi-
purpose room, at 1776 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains on Friday, Septem-
ber 6, from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi will make opening remarks
and review the application process.
Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte will speak about the legal
aspects of the functions of notaries
public.

“The notary training seminar is
designed to provide notaries with in-
sight and information from experi-
enced, knowledgeable professionals
in the community,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
“The course covers all aspects of
being a notary.”

The seminar will cover the steps
for proper notarization and other top-
ics, including how to complete a no-
tary journal and how to examine iden-

tification documents. Coffee and a
light breakfast will be served.

“The seminar is also popular with
current notaries who wish to ensure
that they are up to date on issues
affecting notaries,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
“We offer this opportunity as a pro-
fessional course that benefits the
whole community, and all are wel-
come.”

To register, use the downloadable
form on the County Clerk website,
ucnj.org/county-clerk. If you have any
questions, contact Donna Connell,
(908) 527-4999 or
dconnell@ucnj.org.

Space is limited to the first 50 regis-
trants. A registration fee of $10 in-
cludes a light breakfast and is required
in advance to secure registration.

Attendees should note that the busi-
ness casual dress code at the John J.
Stamler Police Academy is strictly
enforced. Jeans and sneakers are not
permitted, and men must wear shirts
with collars.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Freeholder Board will hold a
dedication and ribbon cutting for the
Jeff Torborg baseball field on Satur-
day, September 7, at 1 p.m. at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. All are
welcome to attend.

Mr. Torborg, a Westfield native
who also lived in Mountainside for
30 years, managed five Major League
Baseball teams — the Indians, White
Sox, Mets, Expos and Marlins —
after a 10-year baseball career as a
catcher for the Dodgers and Angels.
He also coached the Yankees for 10
years.

He was also an All-State catcher for
Westfield High School, and an All-
American catcher at Rutgers University.

Mr. Torborg will be on hand for
the dedication with his wife, Suzi,
and family members. Represen-
tatives from Major League Base-
ball are also expected to be on
hand.

The dedication ceremony will be
held prior to a Little League Baseball
game. The field, which is currently
under renovation and expected to be
completed within the next several
weeks, is located just above the 911
Memorial in the park.

Murphy Signs Munoz Bill
Improving End-of-life Care

BREAKFAST WITH THE MAYORS...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco’s wel-
comes three former mayors as her guests during her monthly Saturday morning
breakfast. Pictured, from left to right, are: Current Mayor Todisco, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi (2011-2014), Mayor Dennis McCarthy (2003-2010), and
seated, Mayor George Casabona (1962-1964).

TRENTON – Legislation signed Fri-
day by Governor Phil Murphy allows
patients nearing the end of their lives to
have more control of their care.

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit), a registered nurse, spon-
sored the bill (S-11109/2144) after
serving on the New Jersey Governor’s
Advisory Council on End-of-Life Care.
The new law was a council recom-
mendation, authorizing physician as-
sistants to sign practitioner orders for
life-sustaining treatment forms.

“Decisions about end-of-life care
are extremely personal and private,”
Asw. Munoz said. “These can be the
some of the most difficult and impor-
tant decisions of people’s lives. This
bill ensures that when they make a
choice or change their minds, their
wishes are heard and followed.”

The POLST form allows patients
to state their desires for end-of-life
care in their own words. It then
becomes a medical order that must
be followed by all providers. The
decisions include whether to at-
tempt resuscitation, administer IV
fluids, use intubation and mechani-
cal ventilation, and provide nutri-
tion.

Previously forms had to be signed
by a physician or advanced practice
nurse to be valid. This law allows
physician assistants to sign the form
after completing two credits of con-
tinuing education on end-of-life care.

The advisory council released a
report in 2018 underscoring the im-
portance of a unified statewide sys-
tem for practitioner orders for life-
sustaining-treatment.

Malinowski Seeks Senate
Action on Gun Bills

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerset, NJ) and Congresswoman
Veronica Escobar (D-16th, El Paso,
Tex.) last week took the lead on a letter
signed by 46 of their Democratic col-
leagues calling on House and Senate
leadership to take immediate action to
address the rising threat posed by white
supremacist terrorism.

“In the wake of the El Paso
shootings, it is clear that terrorists
motivated by a common white su-
premacist ideology are committing

deadly attacks against African-Ameri-
can, Jewish, Muslim, Hispanic and
other non-white communities in the
United States and around the world,
and that they pose a clear and present
danger to our national security. There
is legislation pending in the House
and Senate, much of which should
have bipartisan support, that would
strengthen our government’s ability
to confront domestic terrorism, while
making it harder for terrorists to pur-
chase guns. We should not wait until
the district work period ends on Sep-
tember 9 to take action that will pro-
tect the American people,” lawmak-
ers stated in their letter to leadership.

“White supremacist terrorism is a
clear and present danger to our secu-
rity and should be taken as seriously
as threats from foreign-based terror-
ist groups. It’s time for the Senate to
move on the gun bills the House has
already passed and both houses should
adopt legislation to bolster our
government’s response to domestic
terrorism. This work must begin now,”
Congressman Malinowski said.

The  pending legislation includes
the Domestic Terrorism Prevention
Act, the No HATE Act, the Disarm
Hate Act, and the Domestic Terror-
ism Data Act Act.

“We must also come together across
party lines, as swiftly as possible, to
condemn any political leader, move-
ment, or media figure who echoes the
beliefs these terrorists have repeat-
edly expressed, including that immi-
grants are ‘invading’ the United States
or set on ‘replacing’ any of our citi-
zens,” the letter states.

 Law Protects Workers
From Wage Theft

TRENTON – Legislation signed
August 6 will strengthen enforcement
procedures and criminal sanctions
against employers who fail to pay
wages required by law.

The bill, A-2903, also protects
against failure to provide compensa-
tion or benefits.
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