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LEADER IN NIAGARA FALLS...Westfield residents and members of the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library, pictured from left to right, Carol Skotnicki,
Jerry Skotnicki, Michael Miller and Erin Miller, hold their Westfield Leader while
vacationing at Niagara Falls, N.Y.
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cation. “She believes this education
leads students to discover pathways
to having happy lives and to becom-
ing productive citizens of the world.
At the core of successful schools there
are dedicated educators, a visionary
board of education, and an active,
participating community. Dr. Mast
values the commitment of all stake-
holders in Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
is looking forward to working
collaboratively with the whole com-
munity to meet the needs of all stu-
dents.”

Superintendent Mast enjoys read-
ing, cycling, playing her accordion,
painting, singing with the Rise Up
Chorus and spending time with her
family, according to the release.
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erages $1,000 per person. Neighbor-
ing Morris County, which is under
Republican control, has a population
around 490,000 and a budget of $325
million.

On county debt, Mr. Kane noted
that the county freeholders do not
include the amount borrowed by the
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA).

“I don’t think they can justify a
$600-million debt load (county and
UCUA budgets),” he said. He said
the county receives a Aaa bond rat-
ing because it has “recurring tax rev-
enues to offset [county debt].”

Mr. Kane said over the last 19
years county taxes have gone up 145
percent, from $150 million to $368
million, while the population has
increased 7 percent.

Mr. Kane said the open space fund
was created for acquisition of open
land as well as maintaining historical
properties. He said the fund has since
been modified “to support the gen-
eral budget...completely outside of
the realm of the original agreement.”

He wants Nomahegan and
Warinanco Parks “properly
maintained...(but) through the bud-
get and through proper budget man-
agement,” not through open space
funding.

Mr. Kane said the county has not

purchased open space land in years,
noting he had hoped the county would
have acquired a tract of land on the
Passaic River watershed in Summit.
He said that land was purchased by a
developer to construct a senior citi-
zen assisted living facility.

“If they’re not using it (open space
fund) for those purposes (acquiring
land), then rescind it,” Mr. Kane
said. “Give that 1.25 percent (tax)
back to the taxpayers.”

Mr. Gelband added that, “It’s not
going for the purpose that it was
really meant to be used for.”

On county employees, Mr. Kane
said the freeholders created a “whole
new office of constituent services;
three full-time aides,” who he said
“serve the political interests of the
freeholders.”

He called the creation of those
positions “a disgrace” for part-time
freeholders. He also called the ap-
pointment of Ed Oatman as county
manager a “political hire,” who he
noted does not reside in Union
County.

Mr. Kane said an executive search
firm should have been used to come
up with candidates for the job. Mr.
Gelband said public discussion and
a review of potential candidates
should have been done by the free-
holders, “for a position like that.”
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Courtesy of Eric Wigginton
LEADER VISITS NIAGARA...Thatcher Wigginton, 10, and Scarlett Wigginton,
8, hold up The Westfield Leader during a family vacation at Niagara Falls, Ontario.

Sherry Cronin Leaves DWC
After 18 Yrs. as Exec. Dir.

Courtesy of Maria Boyes
LEADER IN SERENGETI...Jim Boyes of Westfield enjoys The Westfield Leader
while in Serengeti, Africa.

Garwood Officials Discuss
Rat Infestation Problem

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – With rumors swirl-
ing around town for several weeks,
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), the management entity
for the town’s Special Improvement
District (SID), officially announced
last Thursday that longtime execu-
tive director Sherry Cronin has left
the organization effective July 31.

“The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) and its Executive Di-
rector Sherry Cronin have agreed to
mutually separate,” DWC Board
Chairperson Patricia Hanigan an-
nounced in a press release issued last
Thursday to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

“I am very grateful for Sherry’s
dedication to the DWC and her 18
years of service leading this critical
organization for the betterment of our
downtown. On behalf of the board I
offer my sincere thanks for her many
contributions,” Ms. Hanigan said in
the release. “We are also very grateful
to have the talents of Beth Brenner
and Jamie Lemberg, a strong team
cultivated by Sherry, who will con-
tinue in their roles.”

Ms. Brenner serves as assistant
executive director and Ms. Lemberg
is responsible for digital and social
marketing.

“Sherry leaves behind a lasting
legacy, most notably leading the ef-

forts behind winning the prestigious
2004 Main Street Award,” added
Mayor Shelley Brindle in the release.
“I join the DWC board in extending
my gratitude for her tireless commit-
ment to our downtown.”

“Sad to see Sherry Cronin leaving
after 18 years as director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation. Under
Sherry’s direction downtown
Westfield won many awards. Thank
you for all you have done for our
town,” Councilman Mark LoGrippo
said in a statement on Facebook.

Ms. Hanigan noted that the DWC
board intends to finalize and announce
its plans in the near term to search for
a new executive director. The DWC
board’s next meeting is Monday, Sep-
tember 16, at 7:30 p.m.

“I am sure that there is a lot of
rumors, but I certainly cannot com-
ment on speculation,” she told The
Times in terms of prospective candi-
dates for the position.

When asked if Ms. Cronin received
a severance package, she responded in
an email, “Unfortunately, and I am
sure you can understand, I cannot com-
ment on individual personnel matters.”

Prior to being named executive di-
rector, Ms. Cronin served on the DWC
Board of Directors. She took over
leadership of the organization after
the previous executive director,
Michael LaPlace, resigned to take a
position in another community.

“I have loved the job. I’m very
proud of everything we have accom-
plished downtown and for the role I
have held being an ambassador for
Westfield. I will miss working with
the volunteers and staff, Beth Brenner
and Jamie Lemberg the most. They
are the mighty staff of Downtown
Westfield Corporation — extremely
talented, dedicated and true friends,”
Ms. Cronin said in a separate press
release to The Times.

The special improvement district
began as Main Street Westfield in
1993. The SID was created in 1996
through an ordinance adopted by the
Westfield Town Council.

The DWC is governed by a seven-
member board of directors, and a
paid staff along with numerous vol-
unteers serving on Design, Promo-
tion, Economic Vitality and Organi-
zation Committees. Its current bud-
get is $416,347, of which $200,132 is
for salaries and wages.

Westfield is one of more than 40
designated Main Street Communities
in New Jersey, a program of the Na-
tional Trust’s National Main Street
Center.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Councilman Ri-
chard McCormack raised a discus-
sion at Thursday’s borough coun-
cil meeting about preventative mea-
sures borough officials and em-
ployees can take to stop a recur-
ring rat infestation problem in the
municipality.

Mayor Sara Todisco contacted
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment Director Megan Avallone on
a speaker phone to discuss the
matter as Ms. Avallone could not
attend the meeting because of fam-
ily obligations. The mayor asked
Ms. Avallone about the steps the
health department and the borough
can take to quell the issue.

Mayor Todisco mentioned fre-
quently-used borough strategies
such as baiting around the Garwood
brook, where many rodents live
within the banks, as well as pre-
ventative measures such as fining
borough residents who fail to ad-
dress rat infestations on private
properties.

Councilman McCormack said
admitting “one has rodents” is not
an easy task for homeowners. He
said a policy must be set forth to
track and extinguish the rodent
populations, which move from
property to property or along the
brook, heading towards private
property when there is flooding.

Resident Hugh Sinclair said he
“dealt with rats” and still has traps
set up if the rodents return. The
process was costly, as the rats pro-
create every three weeks and can
chew through cement, Mr. Sinclair
said. Mr. Sinclair said he was fast
acting to address the rodent issue,
while the rodents had “just been
visiting” and were not even fully
infesting his house.

In other business, Councilman
Michael Ince, who worked as a
Federal Bureau of Investigation
agent for 25 years, utilized the
council discussion portion of the
meeting to suggest a policy be
“implemented immediately” to re-
duce the possibility of a mass shoot-
ing similar to those in El Paso,
Tex., and Dayton, Ohio, happen-
ing again.

“We have become numb to mass
shootings, which are increasing
regularly on an almost weekly ba-
sis. It is long overdue for a grassroots
effort to put an end to these trag-
edies,” Councilman Ince said.

Councilman Ince said to over-
come “these threats we must present
a united front.”

“These mass shootings represent
a kind of domestic terrorism, which
threatens the way we conduct our
daily lives,” he said.

Councilman Ince suggested five
federal gun-policy procedures be
passed from the borough council

to New Jersey’s United States Sena-
tors and House representatives for
introduction at the federal level.

He said no military-style weap-
ons should be available for public
sale, including online purchases.
Similarly, Councilman Ince said
no high-capacity magazines should
be available for public sales.

He said federal uniformity per-
taining to gun laws can be attained
by federal gun laws superseding
state gun laws.

“The shooter at the California
Garlic Festival could not purchase
a military-style weapon in Califor-
nia so he proceeded to go to Ne-
vada, where the firearms purchas-
ing laws are more lax,” Council-
man Ince said.

In addition, he said gun buyers
must be age 21 or older, while
submitting to a comprehensive
background check prior to pur-
chases.

“It is time to put our technology
to good use and proactively moni-
tor Internet sites, which spew ha-
tred and prejudice feeding unstable
minds to act against innocent
people,” Councilman Ince said.

Councilman Ince said the gun
policy he is proposing is not meant
to attack Second Amendment
rights, but instead is intended to
act as a “call for sensible gun re-
form.”

On a separate matter, Mayor
Todisco said the PSE&G “alterna-
tive route” investigation allowing
the utility company to connect new
updated power lines from one sub-
station to another substation has
not been completed.

“As part of our due diligence, we
continue with our analysis and en-
gineering design,” wrote an un-
named PSE&G representative in
an official correspondence to
Mayor Todisco.

The utility will not have a defini-
tive answer until a “full assessment
on interference with other facili-
ties,” “a continued dialogue with
third parties” and “a review of ex-
isting easements,” amongst other
project review procedures, are
completed, according to a PSE&G
project review summary update to
Mayor Todisco.

newest members, Sean Biglin and
Ryan Edwish.

In other business, Richard
Polhamus was appointed as a mem-
ber of the zoning board of adjustment
and Craig Peskin was appointed as
alternate number one. Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella said that Westfield
Road will be milled and repaved next
week.

cilities, such as at the 2.5-acre wedge
of property at the former Parker Gar-
dens site that will be turned over to the
township as green space and possible
use as playing fields, should be uti-
lized as a multi-use site.

In response to concerns raised by a
resident about potential safety hazards
from downed trees at the county-owned
Ponderosa Park, the commission may
request someone from the county parks
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office attend a future meeting to explain
how the health of trees is assessed and
what can be done to avoid hazards
during heavy storms such as occurred
on June 29, when heavy winds led to
downed limbs at the park. Mr. Salvante
said there are courses available that
teach personnel how to evaluate the
health of trees, but for now, township
workers are trying to identify poten-
tially problematic trees.
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Scotch Plains Recreation

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUFF LIFE...The second annual Dog Days of Summer Pet Parade on Quimby
Street in Westfield on Sunday was a huge success.

Sherry Cronin
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