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Bloomingdale Ave. Rezone
Recommended By Plan. Bd.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A zone in the
Bloomingdale Avenue district was rec-
ommended to be changed by the planning
board Wednesday during its workshop
session. With a 4-to-1 vote, the board
recommended the Bloomingdale Avenue
R-6 District be rezoned from its current
townhouse zone to a single-family resi-
dential R-3 zone in the areas that cur-
rently have single-family homes con-
structed, and that three of the lots that are
owned by the township in the area and are
presently tree-covered lots, as depicted in
an aerial view of the area in a report,
remain as a townhouse zone.

The sole board member present to vote
against, Dan Aschenbach, said, “Every-
thing should be R-3.”

Later, when resident Rita La Brutto
asked about the township-owned lots and
questioned that the vote would allow
townhouses, she said, “I agree with Dan.”

Mr. Aschenbach further said he would
like to see those lots be open space.

The land across the three lots equates
to 4.95 acres. The three lots, 101 Lambert
Street, which is a park, and two lots on
Van Buren Avenue, which is open space,
all border one another and would be
zoned as townhouses per the board’s
vote. Two of the lots border the Parkway
Village Condominiums to the southeast
near the Garden State Parkway.

Three other township-owned lots —
one lot on Cranford Avenue, 263
Bloomingdale Avenue, which is vacant
land, and a lot on Albany Avenue, a tax
lien foreclosure — would be changed to
the R-6 zone.

Zoning Officer Jason Bottcher recom-
mended the change to the board because
any homeowner, in the area in question,
seeking to build an addition would re-

quire a D-variance because the zone does
not permit single-family homes and the
homes built there are not townhomes, but
rather single-family. “Eighty-nine some
odd lots are non-conforming,” he said.

Mr. Bottcher added that the area in
question was rezoned to townhouses in
2008, and he felt that was “an error.”

In the report by the Office of Zoning
and Planning, it states that the Housing
Plan Element and Fair Share Plan com-
pleted by Harbor Consultants in Novem-
ber 2018, “does not identify any existing
projects nor any potential future projects
within the subject area that were consid-
ered to be a critical component of the
township’s ability to meet its existing and
future low- and moderate-income hous-
ing needs.”

The recommendation will go to the town-
ship committee for a vote to change the zone.

In other business, the board met in an
executive session to hear the draft master
plan re-examination report by Maser
Consulting. Board Chair Kathleen Murray
said the public is excluded from the dis-
cussion of the re-examination report and
that the minutes of the executive session
will not be made public. The report is to
be made available to the public via the
township website at least 10 days prior to
the Wednesday, September 18 planning
board meeting, at which the board is to
vote on the report.

It was announced that board member
Bobbi Anderson is stepping down as a
result of her moving out of town.

In public comments, Ms. La Brutto
asked if the report will include any changes
to parking requirements in the down-
town. She also asked why a new business
was allowed to have concrete curbing
instead of the Belgium block curbing that
is required by ordinance and approved by
the planning board in the application.hibits a stop sign as a speed-control

measure,” Councilman Ince said.
He said the Garwood Police

Department’s Traffic Bureau expressed
its conclusion in a 20-page report.

However, he said traffic-control mea-
sures may be considered for the Center
Street and Locust Avenue intersection.

“Rumble strips, enhanced parking
controls to enhance driver visibility,
and beacon lights, which are now in
some of our neighboring towns” could
be implemented, Councilman Ince said.

He said the police department will
review alternative traffic-control mea-
sures at the September council police
committee meeting.

Councilman Ince, who worked as a
Federal Bureau of Investigation agent
for 25 years, utilized the council discus-
sion portion of the meeting to suggest a
policy be “implemented immediately”
to reduce the possibility of a mass shoot-
ing similar to those in El Paso, Tex., and
Dayton, Ohio, happening again.

“We have become numb to mass
shootings, which are increasing regu-
larly on an almost weekly basis. It is
long overdue for a grassroots effort to
put an end to these tragedies,” Council-
man Ince said. Councilman Ince said to
overcome “these threats we must present
a united front.”

“These mass shootings represent a
kind of domestic terrorism, which threat-
ens the way we conduct our daily lives,”
he said.

Councilman Ince suggested five fed-
eral gun-policy procedures be passed
from the borough council to New
Jersey’s United States Senators and
House representatives for introduction
at the federal level.

He said no military-style weapons
should be available for public sale,
including online purchases. Similarly,
Councilman Ince said no high-capacity
magazines should be available for pub-
lic sales.He said federal uniformity per-
taining to gun laws can be attained by
federal gun laws superseding state gun
laws.

“The shooter at the California Garlic
Festival could not purchase a military-
style weapon in California so he pro-
ceeded to go to Nevada, where the
firearms purchasing laws are more lax,”
Councilman Ince said.

In addition, he said gun buyers must
be age 21 or older, while submitting to
a comprehensive background check
prior to purchases.

“It is time to put our technology to
good use and proactively monitor
Internet sites, which spew hatred and
prejudice feeding unstable minds to act
against innocent people,” Councilman
Ince said.

Councilman Ince said the gun policy
he is proposing is not meant to attack
Second Amendment rights, but instead
is intended to act as a “call for sensible
gun reform.”

On a separate matter, Mayor Todisco
said the PSE&G “alternative route”
investigation allowing the utility com-
pany to connect new updated power
lines from one substation to another
substation has not been completed.

“As part of our due diligence, we
continue with our analysis and engi-
neering design,” wrote an unnamed
PSE&G representative in an official
correspondence to Mayor Todisco.

The utility will not have a definitive
answer until a “full assessment on inter-
ference with other facilities,” “a contin-
ued dialogue with third parties” and “a
review of existing easements,” amongst
other project review procedures, are
completed, according to a PSE&G
project review summary update to
Mayor Todisco.
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REZONING BLOOMINGDALE AVE...The map above is included in the Cran-
ford Office of Planning and Zoning report reconsidering the Bloomingdale
Avenue R-6 District. Lots 325, 326, and 327 are township-owned lots that were
recommended to be zoned for townhomes, while the remainder within the area
inside the red border would be changed to single-family R3 zone. Other areas
highlighted in yellow are also township-owned lots.

Cranford Committee
Adopts Plastics Ordinance
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee approved, by a 4-to-1 vote, on
second reading an ordinance Tues-
day night amending Cranford’s ordi-
nance pertaining to disposable and
single-use plastic bags.

Commissioner Ann Dooley said the
ordinance is intended to reduce
Cranford’s footprint in contributing
to the 12-million plastic bags, which
enter the fluvial (river or natural wa-
ter) system. The measure is respon-
sive to the recent plastic product glut
challenging the American recycling
system.

Cranford resident Caitlyn Cook said
the average American family throws
away 1,500 plastic bags per year. She
said only 15 of the 1,500 bags are
recycled. The other 1,485 are thrown
away in landfills or other dumping
grounds with eventual access to wa-
ter ways.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
voted to approve the ordinance, while
expressing reservations towards the
impact the ordinance may have on
Cranford business owners and fines
associated with disobeying the ordi-
nance.

Mayor Patrick Giblin stated the
fines were not originated to be puni-
tive in design for business owners.
The Cranford Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation, Cranford Green
Team (a resident-based volunteer
team), the township commissioners,
and township employees will guide
business owners through the ordi-
nance implementation process.

Commissioner O’Connor said in
the upcoming year business owners
can reach out to her with any inquiries
pertaining to the policy change. Ms.
O’Connor said available assistance
must be provided to business owners
navigating the new plastic guideline
landscape.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen
voted against the plastic product or-
dinance revision. Mr. Hannen said he
appreciates the ordinance’s intentions

and the problems the ordinance in-
tends to resolve. However, he said the
ordinance needs “corrections.”

Commissioner Hannen said the or-
dinance allows Cranford’s township
prosecutor and municipal judge the
ability to impose a $1,000 fine on a
person or business who is not in com-
pliance with the ordinance statues.
Commissioner Hannen said the ordi-
nance can be interpreted as subject-
ing teenage workers or adult store
employees to severe fines for render-
ing plastic products with other ser-
vices, which would no longer be al-
lowed under the new ordinance.

Cranford’s plastic ordinance will
be introduced to business owners
throughout the upcoming year, stated
commissioner Ann Dooley.

Commissioner O’Connor, while
voting for the ordinance, said busi-
ness owners should have been given
until September 1. 2020 to make the
change.

The plastic ordinance will go into
effect on July 1, 2020, stated com-
missioner Dooley. July 1 would be
one year from when the ordinance
was introduced, not approved, Com-
missioner Dooley.

Pastosa Ravioli’s proprietor An-
thony Ajello said as a Cranford busi-
ness owner he believes Cranford busi-
nesses should be given more time and
guidance. Mr. Ajello said his children
play in the same rivers, lakes, and
oceans as all other Cranford children.

Mr. Ajello said while the evidence
is clear on why Americans percep-
tions must be change in how plastic is
treated, the infrastructure, such as
plastic utensil alternatives, plastic
straw alternatives and alternatives to
specifically designed plastic compos-
ite holding trays to protect the cus-
tomers from warm food, do not exist
for business owners.

He said the cost for business own-
ers will be immense when com-
pounded with other operational
costs such as high rent, liability
insurance, not including other ex-
isting costs.

Mr. Ajello said the “presentation
factor” for catering businesses who
rely on their customers utilizes plas-
tic ware is essential to many business
models.

Mayor Giblin said numerous shore
communities have completely elimi-
nated plastic bags from the checkout
process within convenience and other
service stores. Mayor Giblin said the
shopping concept without plastic or
paper bags at first seems “startling.”
He said consumers quickly adjust to
handling the products without the
bags.

Amendments include sections of Brandt
Court, Fourth Avenue and Summit Av-
enue. A stop sign will be added at John
Street and Cleveland Avenue.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance that would add stop signs at the
Mountain and Lawrence Avenues in-
tersection and the North Avenue and
Dudley Avenue intersection and have
striping at the intersections.

The town took its first step in consid-
ering land at South Avenue and Windsor
Avenue be deemed an area in need of
redevelopment, which can provide tax
breaks to developers. The town passed
a resolution authorizing the mayor to
enter into a Defense, Indemnification
and Hold Harmless Agreement with
Westfield Crossing LLC. A develop-
ment project at three tax lots in the area
of South Avenue and Windsor Avenue
is being engaged in by Westfield Cross-
ing LLC, the resolution states. The reso-
lution also says the agreement “in no
way binds the town to undertake a
preliminary investigation under the
Local Redevelopment and Housing
Law of the study area...or adopt a rede-
velopment plan.”

The Westfield Police Department is
to apply for accreditation status awarded
by the New Jersey State Association of
Chiefs of Police. The Rodger Group, at
a contract of $39,000, is to perform the
review. Accreditation can take upwards
of two years.

A new street sign—Martin Wallberg
Memorial Drive—is to be placed atop
the street sign at Crossway Place in
front of Martin Wallberg American
Legion Post 3 to commemorate the
100th anniversary of the post.

In a move to increase public art
throughout the town, the council has

agreed to create and establish a new
public arts commission. The first public
art project the current administration is
approving will be a mural by Ricardo
Roig, whose contract for his first mural
was approved by the council at a cost of
$25,000. The town is hoping to garner
the remaining funds to have the compan-
ion mural and so far through grants and
donations has received $32,000. The
council also introduced an ordinance
that revises the definition of a mural
within its sign ordinance.

In his comments as town administra-
tor, Mr. Gildea said the municipality has
gone out to bid for its annual curbside
bulky waste program and is waiting for
the bids to come in. “We are not seeing
a lot of interest in vendors who want to
do this,” he said. If the town does not
receive bids then it can choose to go out
to bid again or decide not to do it, he said.

The benches at the Mindowaskin
Park Playground should be installed by
the end of next week, Mr. Gildea said.

Friends of Mindowaskin have rec-
ommended exploring having
Mindowaskin Park designated as a his-
toric site by the state of New Jersey,
Councilwoman Dawn Mackey said.
Currently, the park is locally desig-
nated. “We all seem to like the idea to
preserve Mindowaskin,” Ms. Mackey
said during the conference session meet-
ing held prior to the official meeting.

Councilman Mike Dardia at the con-
ference session brought up the topic of
congestion on Dixon Drive that leads
into Tamaques Park. Police Chief Chris-
topher Battiloro agreed it is an issue,
and his short-term recommendation was
during Saturdays in the fall to have
parking only on one side of Dixon
Drive for better traffic flow.
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Courtesy of Eric Wigginton
LEADER VISITS NIAGARA...Thatcher Wigginton, 10, and Scarlett Wigginton,
8, hold up The Westfield Leader during a family vacation at Niagara Falls, Ontario.

On county debt, Mr. Kane noted that
the county freeholders do not include
the amount borrowed by the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA).

“I don’t think they can justify a $600-
million debt load (county and UCUA
budgets),” he said. He said the county
receives a Aaa bond rating because it
has “recurring tax revenues to offset
[county debt].”

Mr. Kane said over the last 19 years
county taxes have gone up 145 percent,
from $150 million to $368 million, while
the population has increased 7 percent.

Mr. Kane said the open space fund
was created for acquisition of open
land as well as maintaining historical
properties. He said the fund has since
been modified “to support the general
budget...completely outside of the realm
of the original agreement.”

He wants Nomahegan and Warinanco
Parks “properly maintained...(but)
through the budget and through proper
budget management,” not through open
space funding.

Mr. Kane said the county has not
purchased open space land in years,
noting he had hoped the county would
have acquired a tract of land on the

Passaic River watershed in Summit. He
said that land was purchased by a devel-
oper to construct a senior citizen as-
sisted living facility.

“If they’re not using it (open space
fund) for those purposes (acquiring
land), then rescind it,” Mr. Kane said.
“Give that 1.25 percent (tax) back to the
taxpayers.”

Mr. Gelband added that, “It’s not
going for the purpose that it was really
meant to be used for.”

On county employees, Mr. Kane said
the freeholders created a “whole new
office of constituent services; three full-
time aides,” who he said “serve the
political interests of the freeholders.”

He called the creation of those posi-
tions “a disgrace” for part-time free-
holders. He also called the appointment
of Ed Oatman as county manager a
“political hire,” who he noted does not
reside in Union County.

Mr. Kane said an executive search
firm should have been used to come
up with candidates for the job. Mr.
Gelband said public discussion and a
review of potential candidates should
have been done by the freeholders,
“for a position like that.”
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Cronin
of everything we have accomplished
downtown and for the role I have held
being an ambassador for Westfield. I will
miss working with the volunteers and
staff, Beth Brenner and Jamie Lemberg
the most. They are the mighty staff of
Downtown Westfield Corporation —
extremely talented, dedicated and true
friends,” Ms. Cronin said in a separate
press release (see page 4) to The Leader.

The special improvement district be-
gan as Main Street Westfield in 1993.
The SID was created in 1996 through
an ordinance adopted by the Westfield
Town Council.

The DWC is governed by a seven-
member board of directors, and a paid
staff along with numerous volunteers
serving on Design, Promotion, Economic
Vitality and Organization Committees.
Its current budget is $416,347, of which
$200,132 is for salaries and wages.

Westfield is one of more than 40
designated Main Street Communities in
New Jersey, a program of the National
Trust’s National Main Street Center.


