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Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
RUFF LIFE...The second annual Dog Days of Summer Pet Parade on Quimby Street in Westfield on Sunday was a huge
success. Pets and their owners strutted along Quimby Street which was closed to vehicles for the parade.
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Kane, Gelband Discuss
Campaign For  Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: All state and county
candidates were sent emails from this
newspaper earlier this month invit-
ing them in for interviews to discuss
campaign issues.

COUNTY — The Two Republicans
running this year for Union County
freeholder say more transparency is
needed in county government that has
been under total Democratic control
for over 20 years.

Peter Kane of Summit, who is em-
ployed as president of Marist High
School in Bayonne, a private Catholic
school, said he believes he is the first
candidate for county government to
call for the elimination of county gov-
ernment as the best way to lower prop-
erty taxes.

“I don’t think there is a single service
that anybody that I have spoken with
around the county can name that is
distinct and that is provided by the
county that they think is a huge worth-
while venture,” Mr. Kane said, noting
these services could be “provided with
as well or better and cheaper either by
the state or the municipalities.”

“If we are serious about lowering
property taxes in the state and we are
serious about shared services and con-
solidation, this is the best way to get that
done,” Mr. Kane said.

Mr. Gelband, an attorney from Moun-
tainside, while not agreeing with Mr.
Kane on the elimination of county gov-
ernment, as that would have to be done
by the state Legislature, said, “county
government should be minimized.”

“I’m not here to point fingers at any-
one; I just want to listen to more of the
population, including the Independents,
the disenfranchised Democrats and the
Republicans,” Mr. Gelband said. “I want
everyone to have an ear and a voice.”

“When you have all of the decision

making in the hands of basically one, it
raises questions,” Mr. Gelband said.
“I’d like to look and see where we can
be more efficient.”

“There is a lot of fat in county gov-
ernment. I think there is a lot of money
that could be saved and hopefully (used
to) reduce the property taxes of our
constituents with the savings of trim-
ming the fat,” Mr. Gelband said.

Mr. Kane said he also favors merging
the Union County Police Department
into the sheriff’s office, noting that
Union County is the only one of New
Jersey’s 21 counties that has both county
police and a sheriff’s office, the latter of
which is required by the state Constitu-
tion.

“All the other counties have either
merged their prior county police into
the sheriff’s office or eliminated it com-
pletely. We also have a park police,” he
said. “My feeling is there is a clear
redundancy there. What are the distinct
things that a county police force is
doing that couldn’t be done just as well
by a local police force?”

“When you have a county that is
controlled by one party, I believe that is
bad for government, whether it’s my
party or the other party,” Mr. Kane said.
“A 9-0 Democrat majority for the last
24 years is bad for the voters.”

Mr. Gelband said he knows a lot of
people from Democrat areas of the
county “are not really happy” as “they
really don’t have much say in the mat-
ter.

“There really needs to be more repre-
sentation. Diversity of opinion is
healthy,” Mr. Gelband said.

Mr. Kane said with over 563,000
county residents and a half-billion-dol-
lar budget, the county budget averages
$1,000 per person. Neighboring Mor-
ris County, which is under Republican
control, has a population around
490,000 and a budget of $325 million.

Sherry Cronin Leaves DWC
After 18 Yrs. as Executive Dir.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – With rumors swirl-
ing around town for several weeks, the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the management entity for the
town’s Special Improvement District
(SID), officially announced last Thurs-
day that longtime executive director
Sherry Cronin has left the organization
effective July 31.

“The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) and its Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin have agreed to mutu-
ally separate,” DWC Board Chairper-
son Patricia Hanigan announced in a
press release issued last Thursday to
The Westfield Leader.

“I am very grateful for Sherry’s dedi-
cation to the DWC and her 18 years of
service leading this critical organiza-

tion for the betterment of our down-
town. On behalf of the board I offer my
sincere thanks for her many contribu-
tions,” Ms. Hanigan said in the release.
“We are also very grateful to have the
talents of Beth Brenner and Jamie
Lemberg, a strong team cultivated by
Sherry, who will continue in their roles.”

Ms. Brenner serves as assistant ex-
ecutive director and Ms. Lemberg is
responsible for digital and social mar-
keting.

“Sherry leaves behind a lasting legacy,
most notably leading the efforts behind
winning the prestigious 2004 Main
Street Award,” added Mayor Shelley
Brindle in the release. “I join the DWC
board in extending my gratitude for her
tireless commitment to our downtown.”

“Sad to see Sherry Cronin leaving
after 18 years as director of the Down-

town Westfield Corporation. Under
Sherry’s direction downtown Westfield
won many awards. Thank you for all
you have done for our town,” Council-
man Mark LoGrippo said in a state-
ment on Facebook.

Ms. Hanigan noted that the DWC
board intends to finalize and announce
its plans in the near term to search for a
new executive director. The DWC
board’s next meeting is Monday, Sep-
tember 16, at 7:30 p.m.

“I am sure that there is a lot of rumors,
but I certainly cannot comment on
speculation,” she told The Leader in
terms of prospective candidates for the
position.

When asked if Ms. Cronin received
a severance package, she responded in
an email, “Unfortunately, and I am sure
you can understand, I cannot comment
on individual personnel matters.”

Prior to being named executive di-
rector, Ms. Cronin served on the DWC
Board of Directors. She took over lead-
ership of the organization after the pre-
vious executive director, Michael
LaPlace, resigned to take a position in
another community.

“I have loved the job. I’m very proud

Garwood Officials Discuss
Rat Infestation Problem

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Councilman Richard
McCormack raised a discussion at
Thursday’s borough council meeting
about preventative measures borough
officials and employees can take to stop
a recurring rat infestation problem in
the municipality.

Mayor Sara Todisco contacted
Westfield Regional Health Department
Director Megan Avallone on a speaker
phone to discuss the matter as Ms.
Avallone could not attend the meeting
because of family obligations. The
mayor asked Ms. Avallone about the
steps the health department and the
borough can take to quell the issue.

Mayor Todisco mentioned fre-
quently-used borough strategies such
as baiting around the Garwood brook,
where many rodents live within the
banks, as well as preventative measures
such as fining borough residents who
fail to address rat infestations on pri-
vate properties.

Councilman McCormack said ad-
mitting “one has rodents” is not an easy

task for homeowners. He said a policy
must be set forth to track and extinguish
the rodent populations, which move
from property to property or along the
brook, heading towards private prop-
erty when there is flooding.

Resident Hugh Sinclair said he “dealt
with rats” and still has traps set up if the
rodents return. The process was costly,
as the rats procreate every three weeks
and can chew through cement, Mr.
Sinclair said. Mr. Sinclair said he was
fast acting to address the rodent issue,
while the rodents had “just been visit-
ing” and were not even fully infesting
his house.

In other business, Councilman
Michael Ince said a four-way stop sign
will not be implemented at the Center
Street and Locust Avenue intersection
after a police department review.

“The existing traffic conditions do
not meet the warrants for an All-Way
Stop Operation,” Councilman Ince said.

The Federal Highway
Administration’s Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices explicitly pro-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Jeff Gruman for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN SEASON...Union County Republican Freeholder candidates Peter
Kane of Summit, left, and Glenn Gelband of Mountainside sat down with The
Westfield Leader on Friday to discuss county issues relevant to their campaign.
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Arts and Entertainment -- The
Addams Collection of Ron
MacCloskey; Charles Addams Lo-
cations in Westfield; artist Ricardo
Roig’s Addams-Themed Sketches;
upcoming AddamsFest events.

Sports -- JoeMax Shocks Deegan
Roofing, 24-21; Sofa Kings Crush
Five Guys, 27-14.

Community--Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle’s Opening Remarks,
Aug. 13 council meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JAZZY NIGHT...RGM Project performs last Tuesday on Quimby Street as part
of the Sweet Sounds Downtown Music Festival sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation. The festival continues Tuesday nights in August.

Sherry Cronin

LEADER IN NIAGARA...Westfield residents and members of the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, pictured from left to right, Carol Skotnicki, Jerry
Skotnicki, Michael Miller and Erin Miller, hold their Westfield Leader while
vacationing at Niagara Falls, N.Y.

Westfield Council Hears Concerns
Over Crossing Guard Changes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Public comments
during the town council’s official meet-
ing Tuesday began with remarks about
the change in crossing guard manage-
ment to a private vendor.

Resident Greg Kasko, along with a
crossing guard with 18 years under his
belt, John Nieroda, both voiced their
issues with the changes.

Mr. Nieroda told The Westfield
Leader the new company comes with
new requirements such as training, and
the guards are no longer permitted to
direct traffic as they have done so be-

fore. He said the guards no longer re-
ceive a pension, which was through the
state and to which the town contributed.

Mr. Kasko felt the guards should not
be directing traffic, but rather keeping
their focus on safely crossing the chil-
dren to and from school.

The town authorized the change to
an outside firm, All City Management
Services, with the low bid of $609,496,
for a one-year contract effective July 1,
2019, and end on June 30, 2020. The
move was made because applicants
were not filing for open positions, so
police officers had to step in and act as
crossing guards, Town Administrator
James Gildea said.

Civil rights attorney Josh McMahon,
who is representing Marek Kaplo of
Clark, who Mr. McMahon claims was
wrongfully arrested on January 13, 2019
by Westfield Police Officer Samuel
Fourre, spoke at Tuesday’s meeting.

The arrest does not appear in the
published police blotter in The Leader.

Mr. McMahon had supplied a video
from a dash cam of the car being
followed, pulled over and the arrest, to
nj.com, a video Mr. McMahon claims

proves Mr. Kaplo is innocent. He
claims the officer pulled over the wrong
car. “Police have failed to review the
video,” he said. Mr. Kaplo has filed an
internal affairs complaint, Mr.
McMahon said. Further, the town has
a policy that refuses to investigate
internal affairs complaints, he said.

The case has yet to be heard in mu-
nicipal court, eight months after the
arrest, which Mr. McMahon has com-
plained is too long.

Mr. McMahon also gave the press a
copy of another case, State of New
Jersey vs. Samantha Dziezanowski, that
was dismissed in state Superior Court,
which states that Officer Fourre’s testi-
mony was “inconsistent with his prior
reports, which omitted important rel-
evant information.”

Mayor Shelley Brindle had no com-
ment on the statements made by Mr.
McMahon. She told The Leader it is a
municipal court process.

In other business, the town council
passed an ordinance that changes the
code of the town to modify where and
when vehicles park in the municipality.
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