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know students extremely well.
Students get to know staff and
other students in the most natu-
ral, relaxed manner. Some
Reimagine plans utilize a grade
band structure allowing all
Cranford students of the same
grade level to attend school in
one location which increases the
number of students per grade
level in that building. In my opin-
ion, the advantages of these
grade bands are not as impor-
tant as the benefits of other ap-
proaches. In our current build-
ings, children sometimes attend
school with their neighbors, sib-
lings, cousins, and friends across
grade levels providing a caring,
nurturing environment with fami-
lies looking out for each other.

I have had children in Cranford
Public Schools for the last de-
cade and know the high caliber of
instruction that has been occur-
ring in our elementary and middle
school grades. I have been a
math teacher for almost 20 years
in a comprehensive middle school
in a nearby town. I have worked
collaboratively with my col-
leagues and know the impact of
team teaching. I have been a
Board of Education member for
over three years and heard tri-
umphs and concerns of students
and parents. Most importantly, I
am a parent and have seen and
felt the emotional issues that
children bring to school. I believe
the need for a child to feel con-
nected to others in school pre-
cedes student achievement and
supersedes the educational ad-
vantages of a comprehensive
middle school and full-day kin-

dergarten. My top priority is
maintaining neighborhood
schools.

Some residents have suggested
that if challenges exist in our
schools, the issues should be
addressed without disrupting
current benefits and while keep-
ing our neighborhood schools
status quo. Much of the success
of Cranford Public Schools has
been the result of having healthy,
confident students in the current
building configurations. Maintain-
ing the lowest possible transpor-
tation costs is important to our
financial budgeting process. My
hope is that the future genera-

tions of Cranford will reap the
benefits of this fantastic school
system as so many have in the
past. We must find a way to
overcome any weaknesses with-
out sacrificing our assets. I en-
courage all residents to express
their opinions in the district’s
upcoming Reimagine survey.
Together, we can move forward
to help all children of Cranford
succeed.

Maria Loikith
Member Cranford BOE
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Reimagine Public Schools in Cranford
I hope Cranford residents are

learning all they can about the
benefits and drawbacks of the
Reimagine plans proposed by the
school district. Many different
options have been presented,
and they are all based on provid-
ing residents with a full-day kin-
dergarten program to replace
the current half-day program.
Plans and rationale have been
detailed in a new, forthcoming
website, and residents should
examine it all. To help our dis-
trict make the right decision re-
garding our schools and put forth
a possible referendum to fund
school improvements, all resi-
dents need to weigh in and let
their voices be heard through
the upcoming feedback survey.
Please reach out if you need help
completing the Reimagine sur-
vey using the resources provided
at www.cranfordschools.org.

In this letter, I will focus on
only one aspect that has people
talking: neighborhood schools.
My definition of neighborhood
schools is students attending
schools closest to their homes.
Many of the proposed improve-
ments have excellent benefits,
but are bundled with changes to
the locations in which children in
grades 3 to 8 would attend
school. State law requires school
districts to provide transporta-
tion for students who live more
than two miles away from schools
in grades K-8 and 2.5 miles away
in grades 9 to 12. Currently,
Cranford Public Schools’ trans-
portation expenses are at a fis-

cally responsible, minimal dollar
amount due to our neighborhood
schools. We are very fortunate to
have this model in Cranford, and
people move here from near and
far to enjoy this benefit.

Our tax dollars may be best
invested in keeping schools in
their current configuration, maxi-
mizing walkability, and minimiz-
ing bus expenses. Changing
school building configurations
may increase the amount of
school busing in town. The
Reimagine transportation costs
would be subject to rise year
after year into the future while
potentially shifting resources
away from other educational ne-
cessities for our children. Increas-
ing the distance that students
travel to school may add stress
on our town’s infrastructure and
contribute to already congested
roads.

Walking or biking to school
makes Cranford students more
independent, empowered, and
physically active. Many students
walk or bike home after school or
to a classmate’s houses without
having to cross train tracks. Even
children that are driven have a
quick, short distance commute.
This is a huge asset of Cranford
Public Schools.

I believe Cranford Schools are
currently very successful at pro-
viding unique personalization for
students in our classrooms be-
cause of our neighborhood
schools. The lower number of
students per grade level in each
building allows staff to get to

Mayors Wellness Campaign
Slates 3K Walk Saturday

GARWOOD — Garwood resi-
dents of all ability levels are in-
vited to join the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign’s 3K Walk
with Police Chief James Wright
this Saturday, April 27, starting
at 10 a.m., in Unami Park.

This 3K walk featuring the
borough’s police chief is the next
step in the campaign committee’s
plan to establish a long-time tra-
dition in Garwood. Walkers of all
ages are welcome to participate
in this family-friendly walk, and
parents with strollers are en-
couraged to join in.

The walk will begin at the East
Street entrance of Unami Park.
For safety purposes the 3K walk
will be contained in Unami Park,
on a predetermined path.

Through public-private partner-
ships, the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign will estab-
lish and continue to provide struc-
ture and resources for healthy
community initiatives. The
Wellness Campaign committee
works together to increase op-
portunities for Garwood residents
to participate in many activities,
with a long-term goal of creating
better health, which in turn will
reduce personal health-care
costs.

Interested residents are ad-
vised to contact the Garwood
Mayors Wellness Campaign via
email at MWC@garwood.org for
more details or to get involved
with the Mayors Wellness pro-
grams.
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