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Cranford Woman, 65,
Dies In House Fire

CRANFORD — A 65-year-old
Cranford woman died in a house
fire on Brookdale Place last Thurs-
day afternoon.

According to a Cranford Police
Department press release, po-
lice received a radio transmis-
sion at 3 p.m. broadcasted from
the Union County Police Depart-
ment reporting a house fire on
Brookdale Place.

Upon arrival of both Cranford
Police and Fire Departments, the
single-family residential struc-
ture was “heavily involved with
fire,” according to the release.

The deceased was later identi-
fied as Deborah Meehan, 65. Her
body was discovered at the scene
by firefighters on the first floor,
according to the release. The
cause of death is “initially un-
known” and the body was trans-
ferred to the Union County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office, where an
autopsy was being performed last
Friday.

Police said the cause of the fire
has been deemed accidental. A
preliminary investigation found

the fire is believed to have started
on the first floor of the home. An
ongoing investigation by the
Union County Fire Investigation
Task Force is continuing.

According to land records, Ms.
Meehan was the sole owner of
the home, which was listed as 43
Brookdale Place.

The Cranford Fire Department
was assisted by several neigh-
boring municipalities to get the
blaze under control.

Calvary Announces Services
For Good Friday and Easter
CRANFORD — The Calvary

Lutheran Church invites every-
one to attend its worship ser-
vices commemorating Christ’s
death and celebrating his resur-
rection.

A Good Friday Tenebrae ser-
vice will be held April 19 at 7:30
p.m. Tenebrae is the Latin word
for darkness. This is a somber
service as participants remem-
ber the last day of Jesus’ life.
Worship concludes with a
“Strepitus,” or loud noise, sym-
bolizing the earthquake and
agony at the death of Christ.

Easter Sunday, on April 21, will
feature services at 8 a.m. and
10:15 a.m. The community is
invited for Festival Worship with
special music and fanfare cel-

ebrating Jesus’ resurrection.
Children’s Easter Worship will

be held that day at 9 a.m. This
service includes songs and a story
but not a sermon. During
children’s worship, kids are wel-
come to be themselves and praise
God as only they can do. After
the service, an Easter Egg hunt
will take place in the courtyard.
Participants are asked to bring
their own basket.

Calvary Lutheran Church offers
worship every Sunday at 10:15
a.m. Holy Communion is open to
all. Calvary is located at 108
Eastman Street, Cranford. For
more information about the con-
gregation, call the church office
at (908) 276-2418 or go to
calvarycranford.com.

CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-
lice Department and Cranford
Public Schools have announced
the creation of school police sub-
stations within the township’s
three largest schools in an ongo-
ing effort to increase school
safety, security and law enforce-
ment visibility.

This effort complements the
district’s recent additions to
safety and security infrastruc-
ture throughout the township’s
public schools.

Currently, both organizations
have a shared-services agree-
ment in which the schools con-
tribute funding to the township
in exchange for services from the
police department’s Juvenile Bu-
reau and School Resource Of-
ficer Program. Cranford High
School, Hillside Avenue School
and Orange Avenue School now
have designated offices to be
used by the school resource of-
ficers and members of the Patrol
Division on a daily basis.

“The purpose of a police sub-
station is to increase police vis-
ibility while offering officers an-
other place to complete reports,
make follow-up calls, and con-
duct school business,” said
Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco.
The Police Department already
has a healthy relationship with
principals, faculty and students,
but the substations have in-
creased that bond. “Our officers
participate in classroom lessons,
offer feedback on mandated
school drills, and interact with
teachers on a daily basis,” Chief

Greco continued. “The consis-
tent presence in schools afforded
by these designated spaces fos-
ter communication and a healthy
working relationship.”

The Cranford Public Schools’ in-
house building, grounds and cus-
todial personnel created these
spaces swiftly since the idea first
came forward in November of
2018. Additionally, The Home
Depot of Garwood, led by Store
Manager Gino Temporal, provided
construction supplies, paint and
carpeting to aid in the project’s
successful completion. Laptop
computers that may be used by

Meetings Slated on
Ladder Truck Purchase

GARWOOD — The borough will
hold two informal town-hall style
meetings on Monday, April 29
and Tuesday, May 7 at Lincoln
School to discuss the potential
purchase of a ladder truck for the
Garwood Fire Department.

Both meetings will begin at 7
p.m. with a presentation, then
it will be open to questions and
comments from members of
the public. Fire Chief Allan
Tweedle, Assistant Fire Chief
John Scalzadonna, Councilman/
Fire Commissioner Rich
McCormack, and Mayor Sara
Todisco will lead these infor-
mational meetings. Residents
are encouraged to attend this
meeting to learn more infor-
mation about this important
topic, ask questions, and share
their opinions.

The Garwood Fire Department
is an all-volunteer department,
which has served Garwood
since its founding in 1903.
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Police Substations Open In
Three Cranford Public Schools

officers to complete reports and
follow-up investigations were sup-
plied by generous donors.

According to Scott Rubin, Ed.D,
Cranford superintendent of
schools, “This is yet another fine
example of the community com-
ing together for the benefit of our
children. The District is very proud
and appreciative of its strong
partnership with the Cranford
Police Department and thanks all
involved in helping to make this
important initiative a reality.”

Cranford police and public
school have had a shared-ser-
vices agreement since 2014.


