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Gardiner struck out the side. Then
Kelly’s second fine catch, this
time of Emma Ingraham’s liner,
helped keep the Cougars quiet.

In fact, both teams were silent
until Manfra jumped on Pecoraro’s
first pitch and sent it over the
leftfield fence in the third.

“First strike I always try to
swing. When I hit it, it felt so
good off the bat. I knew it was
going out there. It flew off the
bat,” Manfra described.

Liz McCaffery followed with a
chopping single past short and
stole second base but Pecoraro
managed to retire the next three
batters.

In the Cranford fourth, Brunton
burned a single past third then
Gardiner plopped one into shal-
low center where Kelly quickly
got to the ball and fired to second
for the force out. When Dineen’s
hard grounder got past the short-

stop, it rolled nearly to the fence
and Gardiner came all the way
around to score the second run
of the game.

The Crusaders’ first hit of the
game came in the top of the
fourth when Victoria Zatko got
under the pitch and hit a very
high popup between the pitcher’s
mound and first. But divine winds
pushed the ball out of the reach
of the first baseman and it
plopped safely onto the dirt to
give Zatko her 100th career hit.

“I knew I got under the ball. I
just missed it. It went up into the
air, so I started running. I got to
second and my coach looked at
me and said, ‘that was your 100th
hit.’ I didn’t realize it at the time.
It ended up working out in my

favor,” Zatko explained.
True! Noticing that nobody was

covering second, Zatko did alertly

scoot to second.
“When I was reaching first base,

I saw that no one was at second.

I kept running, I heard the ball
hit the ground and I went into
second,” Zatko added.

Megan Tinger followed with a
blooper over first as Zatko ad-
vanced to third then Nicole
Randazzo curled a looping single
over third to bring her home with
the Crusaders’ only run.

With one out in the fifth, Heim
drilled a liner that escaped the
right fielder’s glove. Jayna Mallon
lined a single over second and
Schwerdtfeger drew a free pass.
Ingraham lofted an RBI sacrifice
to center, allowing Heim to score.

With the score tight at 3-1, Lia
D’Angelo drew a walk to lead off
the Crusader sixth then Zatko
popped up to third. When
Gardiner fired one of her pitches
into the dirt, D’Angelo sprinted
toward second but
Schwerdtfeger, the catcher, got
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