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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore power and sopho-
more pitching earned the
Cranford High School softball
team a 6-1 victory over the AL
Johnson Crusaders in Clark on
April 10. Sophomore Ava Manfra

hammered a leadoff solo homer
over the leftfield fence in the
third inning, sophomore Morgan
Heim whacked leadoff a solo
homer over the centerfield fence
in the seventh inning and sopho-
more pitcher Morrigan Gardiner
limited the 2-3 Crusaders to only

three hits and a pair of walks,
while striking out eight batters
but she did keep them on their
toes with an occasional wild pitch
into the backstop screen.

As to her control, Gardiner com-
mented, “It’s gotten a lot better
over the years. I’ve worked a lot
over the winter.”

In her four plate appearances,
Gardiner, a left-handed batter,
poked two singles and a double
and did tap a blooper into to

shallow centerfield that resulted
in a force out because the base
runner heading from first to sec-
ond was unsure if the ball was
going to be caught. Gardiner’s
double was a classic hit-the-
other-way double down the
leftfield line.

“When I hit, I just try to make
contact. I don’t try to get a home
run or anything. Just try to get a
single every time,” Gardiner ex-
plained.

Freshman Sam Brunton also
got into the action with her “metal

stick” punching a pair of singles
and scoring a run. Senior Bridget
Dineen slashed a two-run single
in the seventh and was also re-
sponsible for the 4-1 Cougars’
scoring once in the fourth inning
when her grounder to shortstop
was mishandled.

After Crusader pitcher Nicole
Pecoraro held the Cougars score-
less in the first inning thanks to a
fine running grab by centerfielder
Lauren Kelly off Erin
Schwerdtfeger’s lined shot,

MANFRA, HEIM BLAST SOLO HRS; GARDINER FANS EIGHT, TOSSES 3-HITTER, GOES 3-FOR-4

Softball Cougars Overpower A.L. Johnson Crusaders, 6-1
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