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THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by the American Montessori Society
with non-traditional Montessori age groupings

www.christopheracademy.com

Admissions Open Houses
Please join us for our

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

April 25
9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

May 2
9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

It’s Almost

Graduation time!

ATTENTION
PARENTS &

GRANDPARENTS:
Congratulate your child or grandchild

and send them well wishes for the future in

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
Phone: 908-232-4407

email: sales@goleader.com

ArtsPower’s My Heart In A
Suitcase to Come to EIS/RIS
WESTFIELD — While every stu-

dent in America learns about World
War II, not many people remember the
Kindertransport. Not many know that
in 1938, as the Nazi rise to power
began to spell a darker and darker fate
for Jews, thousands of Jewish children
from Germany, Poland, Czechoslova-
kia, and Austria left their homes on the
Kindertransport and went to live in
England in order to survive the war.

On Tuesday, April 23, ArtsPower
National Touring Theatre’s produc-
tion of My Heart in a Suitcase, based
on the autobiography written by
Kindertransport survivor Anne
Lehmann Fox, will be presented at
Thomas Edison Intermediate School
at 9 a.m. and Roosevelt Intermediate
School at 1:30 p.m.

The production features a cast of
four professional actors who will per-
form in Westfield as part of their 10-
week tour that will take them to re-
gional theatres, cultural centers, and
schools in nine states and Canada.
ArtsPower received a grant from the
Westfield Foundation to support the
presentation of both performances.

In 1938 and 1939, 10,000 Jewish
children living in Nazi occupied coun-
tries were permitted to leave their
homes, via the Kindertransport, to find
safe haven in England just prior to the
outbreak of World War II. They were
forced to leave behind their parents,
their homes, and everything they knew
and loved; most of them would never
see their mothers and fathers again.

Author Anne Lehmann Fox was
one of those 10,000 children. She left
on the Kindertransport in December
of 1938, when she was just 12 years
old. Years later, she would record her
experiences in the book entitled, “My
Heart in a Suitcase”.

In 2005, ArtsPower National Tour-
ing Theatre decided to produce Ms.
Fox’s moving autobiography as a one-
hour, professional touring theatre pro-
duction for young and family audi-
ences. The show has presented more
than 1,300 performances in theatres,
cultural centers, university auditori-
ums, and schools for almost one mil-
lion people throughout 45 states.

“We wanted to create a production
that portrays the strength of the hu-
man spirit, because in order for Anne
Lehman Fox to forge a productive
and fulfilling life, she had to survive

the unthinkable tragedy of leaving
her parents, who were eventually cap-
tured and killed in concentration
camps, when she was only 12 years
old,” said Mark Blackman, the found-
ing co-director of ArtsPower.

Gary Blackman, an ArtsPower
founding co-director, added, “By
weaving an emotional bond with our
audiences through the power of live
theatre, we touch the hearts and minds
of old and young alike and inspire
them to learn and read more about the
Holocaust. Our goal is to motivate
our audiences not only to appreciate
reading and the theatre, but also to
love and respect all people.”

The performances are being funded
by a grant from the Westfield Founda-
tion. Since 1975, the mission of the
Westfield Foundation is to provide fund-
ing support in the arts, health, aging,
historic preservation, social services
and civic projects. The foundation fo-
cuses on four sectors: Education, Health,
Social Services and the Arts.

Mark and Gary Blackman founded
ArtsPower in 1985 and have been
steering its course ever since.
ArtsPower has grown into one of
America’s premiere producers of pro-
fessional theatre for young and fam-
ily audiences. Its 33 professional tour-
ing productions have been seen by
more than 13.8 million people in 49
states in many of the nation’s top
cultural centers, including The
Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.
and Lincoln Center in New York.

For more information, please call
(973) 239-0100 or visit ArtsPower’s
website at www.artspower.org.

HEART IN A SUITCASE...On Tuesday, April 23, ArtsPower National Touring
Theatre’s production of My Heart in a Suitcase, will be presented at Edison
Intermediate School at 9 a.m. and Roosevelt Intermediate School at 1:30 p.m.

Area Students Earn
Degree from WGU

AREA — The following local resi-
dents have earned a degree from West-
ern Governors University (WGU).
The online, nonprofit university held
its commencement ceremonies last
fall and earlier this year to celebrate
the recent graduation of nearly 22,000
students.

Robyn da Costa of Fanwood has
earned her Master of Education, In-
structional Design.

Paolo Santaniello of Scotch Plains
has earned his Bachelor of Science,
Software Development.

WHIMSICAL WONDERLAND…Rebecca Planer, the art teacher at Lincoln
School in Garwood, is thrilled to announce that one of her eighth grade students,
Amanda Doggett, will have her artwork featured in the 2019 Union County Teen
Arts Touring Exhibit. Her pen and watercolor creation entitled “Whimsical
Wonderland” caught the eye of many at the Teen Arts Festival that was held at
Union County College in March and it was selected from a pool of hundreds of
visual art submissions. Amanda is a creative, outside-of-the-box student whose
talents are shown off through her work in the Yearbook Club and participation
in the Advanced Art class at Lincoln School. The Union County Teen Arts Touring
Exhibit is a 10-month touring exhibit where select visual artworks are showcased
at libraries, corporations, galleries, and public buildings, giving the public the
opportunity to view the talent of Union County teen artists.

Caroline Cull Receives
Presidential Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Caroline Cull
of Scotch Plains, a senior at Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung
and a graduate of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield,
has been awarded the Presidential
Scholarship from Villanova Univer-
sity. She has also been named a Scholar
Athlete by the Somerset County Prin-
cipals Association.

The Presidential
Scholarship is a re-
newable, merit-
based award cov-
ering full tuition,
room, board, gen-
eral fee, and the
cost of textbooks
for eight semesters.
According to
V i l l a n o v a
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s
website, “Presi-
dential Scholars
are transforma-
tional leaders both
on and off campus
who have demon-
strated a love of
learning and a com-
mitment to enhanc-
ing both their local and broader civic
communities.”

“Receiving the Presidential Schol-
arship was an amazing accomplish-
ment and honor,” said Caroline. “I
was already excited to be attending
Villanova, but receiving the scholar-
ship opened up so many new doors
and just revitalized that excitement.”

“I will go to campus a week before
orientation for Summer Academy and
be in the honors program within the
Nursing school,” she shared.

“The interview weekend was not
only a great opportunity to practice
my interview skills, but I was also
able to meet students and professors
I will be spending my next four years
with. I was lucky enough to meet and
have dinner with the Dean Donna S.
Havens, Dean of the M. Louise
Fitzpatrick College of Nursing at
Villanova and various professors,”
said Caroline.

“Everyone I met was so impressive
and intelligent, and it made me real-
ize how lucky I have been to have
amazing teachers at Mount Saint Mary
Academy and to be able to continue
to have that in college,” she added. “I
am so grateful and honored to have

received the Presidential Scholarship,
and can’t wait to experience every-
thing it has to offer.”

Caroline has also been named a
Scholar Athlete by the Somerset
County Principals Association. She
will receive her award during a spe-
cial ceremony on Wednesday, May 8.

“I was extremely honored to be
named a Scholar
Athlete. I am so
grateful to have had
incredible teachers
and coaches that
have always helped
and supported me
throughout my time
at Mount,” noted
Caroline.

In addition to
Caroline’s aca-
demic and athletic
achievements, she
has been a key
leader for Opera-
tion Smile and an
active member of
the Mount Saint
Mary Academy
Operation Smile
Club since her

freshman year. From November 29 to
December 8, she attended a mission
trip for Operation Smile in Tangier,
Morocco where she worked at Hospi-
tal Al Kortobi, which is located on the
coast across from Spain.

“Operation Smile does life-chang-
ing work, and I was incredibly lucky
to be a part of that and to help change
someone’s life,” said Caroline. “I
believe everyone should get an op-
portunity to have an experience like I
did and would recommend getting
involved with Operation Smile in any
way possible—whether it be through
donations, ISLC (International Stu-
dent Leadership Conference), or even
going on a mission. All will help
change someone’s life. I hope to stay
involved in college through a U-Voice
program. I also hope to be a nurse
when I graduate, so I also aspire to go
on a mission to help as a nurse when
I’m older.”

Caroline is the daughter of Mr.
Brian Cull and Mrs. Susan Cull of
Scotch Plains. Her sister, Grace, is a
junior at Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy. Her brother, Kevin, is an eighth
grader at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield.

Caroline CullWestfield DAR Announces
Winners of Fashion Contest
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) invited stu-
dents from the Urban Sewciety, a
sewing center on South Avenue in
Westfield, to par-
ticipate in the
2019 DAR Fash-
ion Design Con-
test. The
Chapter’s first,
second and third
place winners,
Leah Nott,
B r o o k e
DeAngelis and
T a t i a n a
Fecowycz re-
spectively, went
on to compete at
the NJDAR state
level competi-
tion.

All three stu-
dents also placed
at the state level
with Ms. Nott
and Ms.
Fecowycz placing first in their re-
spective divisions and classes while
Ms. DeAngelis won for creative de-
sign in her category. All three student
designers, their families, members of

the Westfield DAR and the co-own-
ers of the Urban Sewciety were in
attendance at the formal awards din-
ner on Friday, March 29, at the
NJDAR Spring Conference to cel-

ebrate as the stu-
dents received
their awards. They
were honored by
the NJDAR State
Regent, Karen
Stroever and also
by the national
NSDAR President
General, Ann
Dillon.

The Westfield
Chapter of the
DAR is led by Bar-
bara Benko, Re-
gent, who also re-
ceived the Daugh-
ter of Distinction
Award at the Con-
ference. The DAR
originated in 1890
and currently has
185,000 members

in 3,000 Chapters across the U.S. For
more information on the Westfield
Chapter of the DAR and how to join,
please contact Lisa Kane, Chapter Reg-
istrar: lijoka@verizon.net.

CHICK HATCHING…The Christopher Academy Parent Association sponsored
a chick-hatching event at its campuses in Scotch Plains and Westfield. Quiver
Farms delivered an incubator and eggs to each school, and the children enjoyed
observing, holding and engaging with the chicks. Each classroom had provided
supporting curriculum prior and during this special visit.

FASHION STARS...Pictured, from left to right, at the NJDAR Spring Confer-
ence, are: Savannah Freeman, Victoria Freeman, Diana Kazazis, Chapter Contest
Chairperson, and the 2019 Westfield Daughters of the American Revolution
fashion design contest winners: Brooke DeAngelis, Tatiana Fecowycz, Leah
Npresented at Thomas Edison Intermediate School at 9 a.m. and Roosevelt
Intermediate School at 1:30 p.m.ott, and Urban Sewciety co-owners  Megan
Whitney and Megan Sawers.

Pictured, left to right, with their certifi-
cates, are: fashion contest winners Brooke
DeAngelis, Leah Nott, Tatiana Fecowycz,
and NJDAR State Regent Karen Stroever.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Announces
Sixth Annual INDIE Film Festival

AREA -- The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison has announced the
Sixth Annual INIDE Film Festival, a
joint faculty and student initiative
seeking to raise awareness regarding
current global issues. This year’s event
will be held on Saturday, April 27, in
the Berry Performing Arts Center.
Fifth grade and Middle School red
carpet and screening will begin at 2
p.m., with Upper School red carpet
and screening to follow at 4:30 p.m.

The INDIE is a forum to showcase
student work, while also allowing
them artistic freedom, cultivating
leadership skills, all through a global
lens. This year, the global theme was:
"Who Am I?” Students were asked to
consider and reflect on the following:
“We all have parts of ourselves that
adhere to certain identities; race, gen-
der, sexuality, class or ethnicity. What

parts of yourself do you identify with
the most? What you most proud of?”

Upper School students (grades 9-
12) whose films were selected will
have their pictures taken by members
of the local press. Industry profes-
sionals will attend the event and evalu-
ate the films. To culminate the evening
after the screening there will be a
Q&A with the filmmakers. Three
awards will be given on April 27: The
Golden Ram, The Silver Ram and
The Green Ram. All winners will
receive two tickets to see a Broadway
show. All information regarding the
2019 INDIE Film Festival can be
found at indieschoolfilmfest.org.
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