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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

We Are Very Lucky In Westfield for
Our Great Police Force

The Westfield Ice Rink Is The Right
Idea, But In The Wrong Location

In Memoriam
The following poem I wrote following
to honor Derrick Nelson.
My oldest two children are high
schoolers. Thank you for allowing
me to share it.

--------------
Do I go to the funeral, dear, and hear
words to make me cry more?

I did not know the hero well and
heroes have walked the earth before.

And who was I to him that barely
knew my name, and nodded my way

once, or twice—oh, just another
stranger he would have given his life
for.

Greer Gurland
Westfield

To the Westfield
Community

Recent acts of anti-Semitic vandal-
ism, coupled with racist and hate filled
graffiti in surrounding communities
demand our attention and response.
As faith leaders in the Westfield com-
munity, we wish to affirm not only our
united condemnation of this behav-
ior, but to remind all our congregants
and fellow residents that such behav-
ior is contrary to every Scriptural
teaching we hold dear. We call on
parents, in particular, to educate their
children to the evil of prejudice and
hate, and to work with us to prevent
such acts in the future. Westfield
should be a model of a community
built on love, tolerance, and accep-
tance, and we call on all of us to work
together to make it so.

Rabbi Douglas Sagal
Temple Emanu-El

Cantor Martha Novick
Temple Emanu-El

Cantor Michelle Rubel
Temple Emanu-El

Deacon Keith Gibbons
Holy Trinity RC Church

Deacon Tom Pluta
Holy Trinity RC Church

Father Anthony Randazzo
Holy Trinity R.C Church

Mayor Shelley Brindle
Pastor Gary Timm, Redeemer

Lutheran Church, Little Lambs
Preschool/Kindergarten

Rabbi Chuck Kroloff, Rabbi
Emeritus, Temple Emanu-El

Rabbi Ethan Prosnit
Temple Emanu-El

Rev. Bill Lawson, Pastor
St. Luke’s AME Zion Church

Rev. Dan R. Bottorff, First United
Methodist Church Westfield

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea
Senior Minister

First Congregational Church
Rev. Mayra Castañeda

Senior  Pastor,
First Baptist Church of Westfield

Rev. Michael A. Saporito
Pastor

The Parish Community of St. Helen
Rev. William M. Williams, III

First United Methodist Church
Westfield

We are writing to inform your read-
ers about some of my observations
and critical issues pertaining to the
Westfield Ice Rink season that just
ended at Gumbert Park.

The Westfield Ice Rink is the right
idea, but in the wrong location. By
some measures it was successful. This
trial indicated that there is demand for
hockey and public skating. However,
our observation was that the ice rink
at the Gumbert Park location should
have been better conceived, more
thoughtfully planned, and was hastily
implemented – leading to a public-
private venture that was both unprof-
itable and only available to the gen-
eral Westfield community 20 percent
of the time.

Here are the important and most
relevant issues. The ice rink benefited
more out of towners/non-Westfield
residents than not; the commercial-
rink operation violated Town of

Westfield zoning ordinances effect-
ing noise, traffic, and pollution; and it
damaged the Town of Westfield’s
reputation for transparency and be-
ing a good neighbor to the Borough
of Garwood.

We urge the Mayor and Town Coun-
cil of Westfield to act now and don’t
bring the ice rink back to Gumbert
Park; seriously assess and consider
other locations such as Memorial
Park, Tamaques Park, Elm Street Field
(Board of Ed), or Oak Ridge Park (in
Clark); and assess the financial feasi-
bility of a public-private ice-rink op-
eration.

Ice rink is the right idea, but wrong
location at Gumbert Park.

To find out more about this issue
and sign a petition to stop the ice rink
from coming back to Gumbert Park,
visit chng.it/VnQ9H8wddS

Mark Friedberg
Colleen Meacock

I always like reading stories about
the good things police officers do.
They don’t get the headlines they
deserve. Negative ones get headlines.

We are very lucky in Westfield to
have such a great police department
headed by Chief Battiloro.

I have had to call 911 several times
in the last few years for my husband
and have been grateful for the police
officers arriving on the scene first and
then the wonderful Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad .

On April 6, I had to call again. The
police officer arrived and was very
nice and helpful.

We arrived back home late in the
afternoon. My husband was having
great difficulty trying to get from the
car to his wheelchair. I saw a police
car going by on the other side of the
street. The police officer called over
and asked if everything was ok. It was
the same police officer that had been
here in the morning. I thought that
was so nice of him to ask. I told him I
was trying to help my husband get to
the wheelchair and I proceeded to try
to help my husband. All of a sudden
Officer Penn was there in the drive-

way. He managed to get my husband
seated in the wheelchair. I was very
grateful for his help. He didn’t stop
there. He asked how I was going to
get him in the house and upstairs. I
didn’t know because he falls when he
stands.

He figured out the best way. He
requested the rescue squad to come
and carry my husband upstairs with
their chair lift. He wheeled my hus-
band down the driveway and around
the corner to the front of the house for
the rescue squad. He even brought
the wheelchair in the house for me.
It’s very heavy for me to get up the
stairs into the house. He offered some
suggestions on what I might do. He
was very professional, but very nice
and caring. I don’t know how my
husband would have gotten in the
house and upstairs without Officer
Penn’s help and getting more help for
him. We are very grateful.

Westfield residents are very lucky
to have such a fine police force with
officers like officer Penn and Chief
Battiloro.

Thank you again Officer Penn.
Dianne Falk

Westfield

The First Black Hole Visualized?
I Have My Doubts!

Vaccinations
I am writing this letter to state my

agreement with the recent (April 11)
editorial and cartoon in The Westfield
Leader support of vaccinations. The
issue was an endorsement of the re-
cent state legislation to permit only
medical exemptions to getting man-
datory vaccines.

Vaccines have been proven to be
very effective in preventing many dis-
eases that used to be very problem-
atic for children. Vaccines not only
prevent diseases; they also save many
lives. Polio was one of the first dis-
eases that have been all but elimi-
nated due to consistent use of vac-
cines.

Measles was declared to be elimi-
nated in the U.S. about 20 years ago,
but it has come back because some
people have decided not to vaccinate
their children against this disease.
This has allowed measles to reoccur
in the U.S. This is not only an issue for
unvaccinated children, it is an issue
for babies that are not old enough to
be vaccinated against measles.
Measles is not only a temporary sick-
ness; in some cases, it can lead to
death.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

I’m leaving myself open for criti-
cism by my scientist colleagues by
admitting that I’m not a star in math-
ematics and astrophysics. Far from it.
But I’m increasingly doubtful of tech-
nologies employed in scientific dis-
coveries regarding the quantum world
and the universe. So here goes. Re-
garding the recent claim of the taking
of the first photograph of a black hole
utilizing the Event Horizon Telescope
or EHT: The EHT involves the use of
multiple radio telescopes, which mea-
sure waves created by a black hole’s
physical activity which technology
we should accept. Why not? After all
we accept the existence of gravity,
electromagnetism and various types
of waves such as radio ones. But
here’s my problem.

The photographed Black Hole, lo-
cated in the center of the Messier 87
galaxy, is approximately 55 million

light years away. Now only one light
year spans about six trillion miles!
I’ll repeat: six trillion miles! To give
the average person a feel for the mag-
nitude of such a distance, if a space-
craft were traveling about 35,000
miles per hour, it would take 200
years to complete the journey.

Now if one does the math, the Black
Hole is 55 million X 6 trillion or
55,000, 000,000 X
6,000,000,000,000 miles from
Westfield. Need I complete the mul-
tiplication to point out how incom-
prehensible it is to photograph some-
thing that far away? After all, there’s
lots of other stuff between the Black
Hole and us such as other black holes,
stars, planets and atmospheric dust.

Given the aforementioned, I’ll rest
my case.

Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thanatopsis – A view of or medita-

tion on death
2. Ridgel – The half castrated male of

any beast
3. Peenge – To complain in Scottish
4. Intratelluric – Located or occurring

deep inside the earth

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TETRIC
1. Balanced; stable
2. Out of use
3. Distressing; perplexing
4. Perverse; harsh

HAJE
1. The Egyptian cobra
2. A Moslem who has completed his

holy trip to Mecca
3. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
4. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
SCATOPHAGOUS

1. Tendency to eat clay or dirt
2. Flesh eating
3. Subsisting on dung
4. Having a wavy, floating light

QUEAN
1. Strong beer or ale
2. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
3. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats
4. A bold, immoral woman; a slut

HAPPY EASTER

Principal Derrick Nelson’s Legacy:
Integrity, Enthusiasm and Caring

UCC Needs to Appear Before
Cranford Board on Cell Tower

The Westfield community continued to mourn the
loss of one of its best this week as family and friends,
colleagues, students and others said their final fare-
wells to Westfield High School Principal Derrick E.
Nelson, whose funeral service was Tuesday. They
shared memories of and tributes to the widely beloved
educator, who passed away April 7 at the age of 44.

A steadfast role model, an officer in the United
States Army Reserves, a family man and father,
Principal Nelson also will be recalled for his
altruism and his desire to help another human
being. He died a hero, weeks after having donated
bone marrow for the benefit of a teenager in
France who he had never met but who he felt
compelled to help.

Prior to becoming WHS principal in February
2017, he had served for five years first as assistant
principal and later acting principal at the high
school. His career as an administrator with the
district began in 2010, when he was named assis-
tant principal of Westfield’s Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School. Principal Nelson, whose multiple aca-
demic degrees included a Doctorate in Education
Administration, had earlier been a public-school
teacher in Plainfield. He also had been an educator
and assistant principal in Orange.

We echo the myriad sentiments that have been
expressed the past week and a half regarding the

profound impact Dr. Nelson had on the education
community, particularly students, during his ten-
ure with the Westfield Public Schools District.
This impact was reflected in the laudatory remarks
offered by peers and students alike, as well as
elected officials from the school district and gov-
ernment, from Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
and Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan to
Governor Phil Murphy.

A candlelight vigil held a week ago outside Westfield
High School, organized by the WHS Student Govern-
ment Association, drew a crowd of approximately
3,000. Multiple students were among those who
spoke of how Principal Nelson had touched the lives
of their entire school community with his wisdom,
warmth and accessibility. As one of the student speak-
ers so poignantly observed that evening, Dr. Nelson
has “truly left a handprint on all of our hearts,” and we
concur that he will continue to inspire the WHS
community and beyond, today and in the future.

Since Principal Nelson’s death, many people have
been mulling the best way to honor his memory.
Regardless of what form such recognition may take,
we believe the most ideal way to preserve his legacy
of service and selflessness is to emulate the way in
which he lived his life — with integrity, enthusiasm
and caring. Rest in peace, Dr. Nelson, and thank you.
You will always be a part of our community.

The proposed 130-foot cell tower at Union County
College (UCC) in Cranford is still causing frustration in
Cranford. But now it appears both the township and
county want it to come before the Cranford Planning
Board.

Cranford took action last week by introducing an
ordinance addressing 5G cell towers, like the Verizon
proposal at UCC, and other personal wireless equipment
along the right-of-way.

Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski, a Cranford resident, said at the freeholders’
meeting Thursday that she has “serious concerns about
the Verizon cell tower” planned for UCC.

Ms. Kowalski said Cranford “has not been offered the
opportunity to review the planned construction,” as Verizon
as of yet has not appeared before the township’s planning
and zoning boards.

Addressing the need to fix mobile communications on
the Cranford campus, Freeholder Kowalski questioned,
“Is there a reliable way to improve communications
within the college without this cell tower?”

At last Tuesday’s Cranford Township Committee meet-
ing, Mayor Patrick Giblin said the planning board’s attor-
ney believes UCC and/or Verizon needs to appear before
the planning board. He said, however, the township still is
not certain whether the applicant is UCC or Verizon.

Neighbors of UCC have been fighting the cell tower
over health concerns, noting the tower would be within a
1,000 feet of 75 homes as well as a half-mile of Brookside
Place Elementary School in Cranford.

Joe Hines, head of security at the UCC Cranford
campus, told the freeholders at a board meeting in
November held in Westfield that the cell tower is needed
in order to increase cell reception for students and staff.
“Ninety-five percent coverage, for me, isn’t good
enough,” he said.

“Cell connection at the college needs to be fixed, and
the safety of students and staff must be protected. There
have been incidents where communications on campus
failed. Certainly, I would not want to see any unsafe
situations go unaddressed at the college, or anywhere
else,” Freeholders Kowalski said.

UCC student Eric Jacobs, 20, of Millburn, was arrested
and charged with bringing imitation firearms into a class-
room on the college’s main campus in Cranford on the
morning of February 26, 2018.

“Upon debriefing with the police, they noted they were
unable to email a screen shot of the student to officers on
the second floor of the Student Development Building
because there was no cell reception on the second floor.
They asked why we didn’t put up a cell tower on the hill
in the back of the property,” according to the UCC Board
of Trustees March 2018 minutes.

In our view, the problem is communications from both
UCC and Verizon. Both, it seems, don’t believe they have
to appear before the Cranford boards other than to say
“this is what we are doing, like or not.”

Cranford, rightly, wants a say in the matter. Have all
options been reviewed? Why has neither party filled out
a planning board application for the cell tower?

According to the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) website, new cell tower construction requires
“approval from the state or local governing authority for
the proposed site” as well as “obligations under the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).”

We encourage UCC and Verizon to file their applica-
tion so that they can appear before the planning board like
any other applicant, rather than taking the position that
such an appearance is only a “courtesy” to the township.
After all, doesn’t the college want to be a good neighbor
to those living near its campus? And why would Verizon
want to alienate its customer base?

Scotch Plains News
The New Jersey Forest Fire Ser-

vice (NJFFS), a unit of the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection, Division of Parks and
Forestry will conduct a prescribed
burn of approximately 3 acres in what
is known as the Red Hill section of
Union Countys Ash Brook Reserva-
tion in Scotch Plains.

 The area is located between Raritan
Road and Martine Avenue. The fire
will last approximately two hours.

No date or time has yet been set for
the burn since it is weather depen-
dent. Once a date is known, it will be
posted on the County’s webpage.


