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Cranford Woman, 65,
Dies In House Fire

Newark Man, 28, Charged
With Theft of Vehicle

WESTFIELD — The police de-
partment has announced the arrest of
Malik Q. Smith, 28, of Newark, for
the theft of a vehicle from the drive-
way of a Michael Drive residence
early Thursday morning.

According to a Westfield Police
Department press release, officers re-
sponding to the scene at 05:48 a.m.
observed the stolen vehicle fleeing
the area at a high rate of speed. The
vehicle was apparently left running
unattended in the driveway of the
residence for a brief period of time.

Westfield Police Chief Christopher
Battiloro credited the initial actions
of Officer Eric Popleik with resulting
in the eventual arrest of Smith by
Hillside Police following a crash in
Newark.

Officer Popleik pursued the stolen
vehicle into Newark via Route 22,
before relinquishing his primary po-
sition in the pursuit to other partici-
pating law enforcement agencies.

Smith eventually crashed in the area
of Elizabeth and Wilbur Avenues in
the Weequahic section of Newark and
was apprehended, according to the
press release.

Smith has been charged by Westfield
Police with 3rd degree burglary and
Theft. He has additionally been
charged by both Mountainside and
Hillside Police with 2nd degree Elud-
ing and 4th degree Receiving Stolen
Property, according to the release.

“I cannot stress enough that we
cannot become complacent with the
safety and security of our property,”
stated Chief Battiloro. “These high
speed pursuits are extremely danger-
ous. Officer Popleik is to be com-
mended for the manner in which he
handled this situation.”

Anyone with further information
relating to this incident is asked to
contact Detective Nicholas Bruno of
the Westfield Police Department at
(908) 789-6078.

Non-Profit Transforms
Space for Families In Crisis
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Savvy Giving By
Design, a non-profit organization that
provides comfort, support and heal-
ing to families with a child facing a
medical crisis by transforming the
interior spaces of their homes at no
cost, held an official launch April 7 at
16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro.

Westfield’s chapter was founded
by Westfield Planning Board mem-
ber and professional architect
Anastasia Harrison and public health
professional Karen Fountain.

“During my own daughter’s illness,
I had my village of women who sup-
ported me emotionally and physically
with all that we needed,” Ms. Harrison
said.

She said Ms. Fountain “understood
our challenges, as she was dealing
with her own daughter’s chronic ill-
nesses.”

Ms. Harrison said a person’s sur-
roundings has been found to be a
“critical part of patient and family
care,” saying that enhancing a
patient’s surroundings has “internal,
interpersonal, behavioral and exter-
nal” benefits.

Savvy Giving By Design will re-
ceive recipient nominations, which
can originate from friends, family, or
friends of family, and any submission
process. The selected family’s indi-
vidual “needs, wishes and personali-
ties” are discovered through an inter-
view.

“The plan includes painting, new
flooring, lighting, furniture, bedding,
window coverings and décor,” Ms.
Harrison said.

She said the products utilized are
hypoallergenic and environmentally
conscious.

“Sibling rooms (who are not ill) are
re-modeled as well,” Ms. Harrison
said.

Ms. Fountain said an illness within
a family has a rippling effect emo-
tionally, which provides challenges
for non-ill siblings.

Savvy Giving By Design will
fundraise through corporate sponsor-
ship, social media and advertising.

“The Fund-a-Needs allow Savvy
givers to purchase specific items for
each room,” Ms. Harrison explained.

The room makeover will take place
in a five-day period once the en-
deavor is fully funded and the recipi-
ent family has been chosen.

Volunteers and community mem-
bers can follow each family’s journey
online via social media as the project
is being completed.

The not-for-profit is not specific
to Westfield residents. The organi-
zation is seeking sponsors, volun-
teers and board members, Ms.
Harrison said.

The launch event was focused as an
information launch to raise aware-
ness and elicit excitement from “our
caring community,” she said.

Ms. Harrison said volunteers can
perform routine tasks, from running
errands on install day to painting and
carrying large objects. No limits are
placed on the time someone donates
to the cause or a financial donation he
or she is willing to give.

Meetings Slated on
Ladder Truck Purchase

GARWOOD — The borough will
hold two informal town-hall style meet-
ings on Monday, April 29 and Tuesday,
May 7 at Lincoln School to discuss the
potential purchase of a ladder truck for
the Garwood Fire Department.

Both meetings will begin at 7 p.m.
with a presentation, then it will be
open to questions and comments from
members of the public. Fire Chief
Allan Tweedle, Assistant Fire Chief
John Scalzadonna, Councilman/Fire
Commissioner Rich McCormack, and
Mayor Sara Todisco will lead these
informational meetings. Residents are
encouraged to attend this meeting to
learn more information about this
important topic, ask questions, and
share their opinions.

The Garwood Fire Department is an all-
volunteer department, which has served
Garwood since its founding in 1903.

CRANFORD — A 65-year-old
Cranford woman died in a house fire
on Brookdale Place last Thursday
afternoon.

According to a Cranford Police
Department press release, police re-
ceived a radio transmission at 3 p.m.
broadcasted from the Union County
Police Department reporting a house
fire on Brookdale Place.

Upon arrival of both Cranford Po-
lice and Fire Departments, the single-
family residential structure was
“heavily involved with fire,” accord-
ing to the release.

The deceased was later identified
as Deborah Meehan, 65. Her body
was discovered at the scene by
firefighters on the first floor, accord-
ing to the release. The cause of death

is “initially unknown” and the body
was transferred to the Union County
Medical Examiner’s Office, where
an autopsy was being performed last
Friday.

Police said the cause of the fire has
been deemed accidental. A prelimi-
nary investigation found the fire is
believed to have started on the first
floor of the home. An ongoing investi-
gation by the Union County Fire In-
vestigation Task Force is continuing.

According to land records, Ms.
Meehan was the sole owner of the
home, which was listed as 43
Brookdale Place.

The Cranford Fire Department was
assisted by several neighboring mu-
nicipalities to get the blaze under
control.

Car Insurance Policy
Disclosure Limit Bill
Clears State Senate

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), which would re-
quire car insurers to disclose policy
limits under certain circumstances,
cleared the state Senate last week.

“Injured victims should be able to
understand the parameters of a case
before they file lawsuits,” Mr. Scutari
said. “This legislation will help injured
victims make more informed decisions
and perhaps cut down on lawsuits.”

The bill, S-2429, would provide
that an insurer who receives a request
for disclosure of the policy limits
must provide them in writing within
30 days from receipt of the request.

The bill would set certain parameters
for the disclosure requests, including
that it must be submitted in writing.

This bill was released from the
Senate by a vote of 27-9.

Join Jon Bramnick at

Barnes & Noble for Book Signing

Come join the "Funniest Lawyer in

New Jersey" for a talk / signing of his

debut book, Why People Don't Like You!

Saturday, April 27th at 2pm

Barnes & Noble at Menlo Park Mall

Police Substations Open In
Three Cranford Schools

INCREASING SCHOOL SAFETY...The Cranford Police Department and
Cranford Public Schools have announced the creation of school police substa-
tions within Cranford’s three largest schools in an ongoing effort to increase
school safety, security and law enforcement visibility. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Det./Sgt. Matthew R. Nazzaro, Gino Temporal of The Home Depot,
Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin, Police Chief Ryan Greco, School Safety
Specialist Curt Fogas and Hillside School Principal Marc Edery, Orange Avenue
School Principal, and Det./Lt. Edward Davenport.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department and Cranford Pub-
lic Schools have announced the cre-
ation of school police substations
within the township’s three largest
schools in an ongoing effort to in-
crease school safety, security and law
enforcement visibility.

This effort complements the
district’s recent additions to safety
and security infrastructure through-
out the township’s public schools.

Currently, both organizations have
a shared-services agreement in which
the schools contribute funding to the
township in exchange for services
from the police department’s Juve-
nile Bureau and School Resource
Officer Program. Cranford High
School, Hillside Avenue School and
Orange Avenue School now have des-
ignated offices to be used by the school
resource officers and members of the
Patrol Division on a daily basis.

“The purpose of a police substa-
tion is to increase police visibility
while offering officers another place
to complete reports, make follow-up
calls, and conduct school business,”
said Cranford Police Chief Ryan
Greco. The Police Department al-
ready has a healthy relationship with
principals, faculty and students, but
the substations have increased that
bond. “Our officers participate in
classroom lessons, offer feedback on
mandated school drills, and interact

with teachers on a daily basis,” Chief
Greco continued. “The consistent
presence in schools afforded by these
designated spaces foster communi-
cation and a healthy working rela-
tionship.”

The Cranford Public Schools’ in-
house building, grounds and cus-
todial personnel created these
spaces swiftly since the idea first
came forward in November of
2018. Additionally, The Home
Depot of Garwood, led by Store
Manager Gino Temporal, provided
construction supplies, paint and
carpeting to aid in the project’s
successful completion. Laptop
computers that may be used by
officers to complete reports and
follow-up investigations were sup-
plied by generous donors.

According to Scott Rubin, Ed.D,
Cranford superintendent of schools,
“This is yet another fine example of
the community coming together for
the benefit of our children. The Dis-
trict is very proud and appreciative of
its strong partnership with the
Cranford Police Department and
thanks all involved in helping to make
this important initiative a reality.”

Cranford police and public school
have had a shared-services agreement
since 2014.

CHIEF GRECO JOINS UCC BOARD...At the March 26 joint board meeting,
Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco , center, was sworn in as a member of the Union
County College Board of Governors. Congratulating Chief Greco is Union
County College President Margaret M. McMenamin and UCC’s Board of
Trustees Chairman Victor M. Richel.

Cranford Police Chief Joins
UCC Board of Governors

CRANFORD –  At the Union County
College Joint Meeting of the Board of
Trustees and Board of Governors on
March 26, Cranford Police Chief Ryan
J. Greco was sworn as a new member
of the Board of Governors.

UCC Board of Trustees Chair Victor
M. Richel welcomed Chief Greco to
the meeting and initiated his swearing
in. Mr. Greco is a resident of Cranford
and an alumnus of the college.

Chief Greco has more than 19 years
of law enforcement experience. Pre-
viously, Chief Greco served the de-
partment as a detective sergeant and
as the public information officer,
where he worked with news outlets
to share information about investi-
gations, traffic events, and natural
disasters.

In his years with the Cranford Po-
lice Department, he has been recog-
nized with multiple awards for his
service. He received the department’s
Chief Award for the investigation and
arrest of a carjacking suspect. He
received a citation from the Union/
Essex Auto Theft Task Force Com-
mand for the arrest of an armed sus-
pect. And he received the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Cita-
tion for the investigation and arrest of
an individual wanted for eight armed
robberies.

“Union County College is proud
to have an alumnus and the chief of
Cranford Police Department as a
member of our board. The safety of
our campuses and our college com-
munity is a top priority and a very
serious issue,” Mr. Richel said. “We
are thankful Chief Greco can find
the time in his busy schedule to serve
our students and bring a valuable
law enforcement perspective to the
board.”

Chief Greco earned his A.A. de-
gree in criminal justice at UCC, his
Bachelor of Arts degree cum laude
in Criminal Justice from Kean Uni-
versity, and was ranked seventh in
his class of 54 at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

NEW VOTING MACHINES...Garwood Councilman Rich McCormack and
Mayor Sara Todisco dropped by Borough Hall this past Saturday to check out the
new voter machines as they were demonstrated by Robinson Rojas of the Union
County Board of Elections.

WPD to Host Autism
Family Day on Saturday

WESTFIELD – As part of the
town’s recognition of Autism Aware-
ness Month, Westfield Police Chief
Christopher Battiloro announced that
the Westfield Police Department
(WPD) will host an Autism Family
Day this Saturday, April 27, from 11
a.m. until 1 p.m.

Joined by the Westfield Fire De-
partment and Rescue Squad, the WPD
will provide this open house format
for residents on the autism spectrum
and their families. Emergency ve-
hicles will be on display, and attend-
ees will have the opportunity to enjoy
light refreshments and interact with
officers in an informal, approachable
environment.

“One of our ongoing priorities in
the department is inclusivity, and
hosting this event is one way for us
to invite members of the autism
spectrum community to see our re-
sources and speak with officers so
that we can better understand their
needs,” Chief Battiloro said.
“We’re looking forward to a great
event that helps us to perform our
duties even better for these resi-
dents and their families.”

Chief Battiloro recently required
every sworn officer of the depart-
ment to undergo autism awareness
training through POAC Autism Ser-
vices, a non-profit organization that
provides a variety of services for
children on the autism spectrum
throughout New Jersey. In addition,

Westfield PBA Local 90/90A re-
cently raised more than $800
through its Autism Awareness t-shirt
sale to benefit POAC.

The April 27 event at the Westfield
Police Station will be held rain or
shine.
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