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LEADER IN DUBLIN...The Chancel Choir from the First Congregational Church
of Westfield recently traveled to Dublin, Ireland, to sing Handel’s Messiah at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral for the Dublin International Choral Festival. The Westfield
Leader came along as well. Heidi Hylan-Motyczka, right, and Mary Beth Donoghue
are pictured with the Leader during a visit to Trinity College in Dublin, home to
The Book of Kells, a 1,300-year-old illuminated manuscript of the four Gospels.
They are shown in the Long Room of the Library at the college.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RELAY FOR LIFE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students hold a bake
sale Saturday, at Fanwood’s Easter Egg Hunt,  in support of  the upcoming Relay
for Life event benefiting the American Cancer Society. The event will be held
Friday, May 10, at the high school starting at 6 p.m.
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Economic Roundtable
field Township officials had experi-
enced a similar situation with their
downtown redevelopment plans and a
late-in-the-game designation of a flood
zone, but said the situation was re-
solved after Springfield officials met
with DEP officials. He believes the
Park Avenue corridor “will be fine,”
but said the East Second Street corri-
dor, which is presently being studied
as part of the next phase of redevelop-
ment, “may be an issue” due to a brook
that runs parallel to the street.

At last week’s roundtable, several
business owners raised the issue of
what they saw as at-times poor condi-
tions in township-owned parking lots.
Tom Read, an East Second Street busi-
ness owner, called for the township to
strive to retain trees in the downtown
and also replace burned-out street
lights, clean streets better, plow park-
ing lots more frequently in the winter
and place more trash cans in township
parking lots. Lisa Mohn, a Park Av-
enue business owner, said she fre-
quently sees people in parking lots
littering, especially cigarette butts. She
also asked that recycling containers in
the downtown be emptied more fre-
quently, saying that, “otherwise, they’re
an eyesore” as the litter piles up and
over the rims of the receptacles.

Police Chief Ted Conley told the
group that, in the post 9-11 environ-
ment, many towns have removed trash
cans for security reasons. He also
said police officers have to witness
someone littering to issue a summons.
And Mr. Strowe said it might be nec-
essary to hire an outside firm to main-
tain the public lots. Mr. Read said

what is needed is “a set of eyes” to
keep a look out for problems and to
bring them to the attention of the
appropriate township officials.

Steve Olsen, a co-owner of a comic
shop on Park Avenue, complained
that some of the downtown events
that close off a portion of Park Av-
enue have a negative effect on his
business. He said events like the Oc-
tober trunk-or-treat Halloween cel-
ebration and Scotch Plains Day ear-
lier in October were “cutting our legs
off” and suggested moving them to
the municipal parking lot. But both
Mayor Smith and Ms. Mohn said the
parking lots are too small for those
events. Chief Conley said his depart-
ment would help Mr. Olsen with pos-
sible solutions to his lack of foot
traffic during those events.

Several upcoming events were also
announced, with Quan Askew, assis-
tant general manager of the Stage
House restaurant, speaking about
plans for a founders day celebration
in mid- or late May marking the inn’s
founding in the 18th century. He said
the Alan Augustine Village Green will
be a likely venue for the event, which
will also include colonial re-enact-
ments involving the Stage House’s
role in the Revolutionary War.

Ms. Mohn said the farmers market
will open on Saturday, May 11. And
she said the Saturday, June 15 cel-
ebration of the fire department’s 150th
anniversary will feature a parade of
fire apparatus from Scotch Plains and
other towns down Westfield Avenue
into the downtown, much of which
will be blocked from cars.

PSE&G Holds Workshop on
High-Voltage Power Lines

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
and PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Last Wednesday
evening at the cafeteria in Edison Inter-
mediate School, PSE&G held an infor-
mation session for Westfield residents to
discuss the 69kV high-voltage line that is
to run down South Avenue in Westfield
then lead through Garwood and Cranford
to a proposed substation that would take
up about 1.5 acres on a six-acre parcel of
land along the 30.5-acre lot at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue in Cranford owned by Hartz
Mountain.

PSE&G is currently negotiating to buy
land as it plans to eliminate the older
Clark substation, which is “land-locked”
making it difficult to rebuild a new one
there, Gino Leonardis of PSE&G said.
That station feeds electric to a “large
percentage” of Westfielders, Mr.
Leonardis said.

The move to higher voltage lines is a
result of a higher demand for electric,
Karen Johnson, a spokesperson for
PSE&G, said. She also said the grid op-
erator, PJM Interconnection LLC, is man-
dating PSE&G to upgrade the lines to
69kV. Westfield is fed its electric through
a multitude of substations, with only one
located in town. The new route of high-
voltage lines would connect substations
in Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Union, and
the proposed Cranford station.

The original route planned to extend
through internal roadways in the town
was originally proposed because it would
have meant the difference in the height of
the poles would have been less and would
have been less imposing on traffic when
being built, as those roads would be less
congested than South Avenue, said Bob
Felton, an engineer for PSE&G.

Councilman David Contract asked
about the difference in having lines un-
derground versus above ground. Mr.
Felton said the underground lines costs
seven time more to install and takes 10
times longer to find a failed line under-
ground. When asked by Councilman
Contract about the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Heath’s 60-foot setback stan-
dard, Mr. Felton said he was not aware of
such a standard.

The poles would be two to three inches
wider in diameter than the poles servicing
the lower voltage lines currently on South
Avenue in Westfield, Don Gordon of
PSE&G said. The distance between poles
would remain the same, which is about
three to five feet between poles, he said.

Residents had concerns of the health
effects on their children of the electro-
magnetic fields emitted from high-volt-
age power lines. The lines would be in
front of day-care facilities and other fa-
cilities geared towards children, as well
as residences close by. They also had
concerns of health effects from a wood
treatment used in the poles that is not
found in the poles for the lines currently
along South Avenue. A carcinogen, pen-
tachlorophenol, a.k.a. PCP or Penta, that
is dissolved with a diesel oil, which is
pressure treated into the poles, is used in
the poles that string the 69kV lines, ac-
cording to Mike Freeman, a chemist, at
the information session on behalf of
PSE&G.

Mr. Freeman cited EPA’s statement on
the chemical. “When wood has been
treated correctly, exposure (and therefore
risk) to individuals living near PCP-
treated utility poles is expected to be
minimal,” states the EPA on their website,
however their website also says PCP is
being revaluated.

A Westfield Group against the initia-
tive by PSE&G has formed and is calling
themselves No Monster Power Lines,
nomonsterpowerlines.org. The group has
concerns that high-voltage transmission
lines and the Penta in the poles are linked
to potential increased cancer risk, require
removal of large number of trees, will be
an eyesore throughout town, and will
drive down property values.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
reached out to elected officials for their
thoughts on how the PSE&G workshop
was received by them and town residents.

Mayor Shelley Brindle said while she
was happy that PSE&G held the work-
shop for residents to ask questions, her
impressions were that the different enti-
ties at PSE&G don’t communicate well
with each other.

She said it was as though “the left hand
doesn’t know what the right hand is do-
ing.”

“I don’t think they (PSE&G) are inten-
tionally trying to be bad actors,” she said.
“It’s something they really never had to
do.”

“It’s almost as though they lost control
of their narrative,” Mayor Brindle added.
She said PSE&G has assured Westfield
they will not continue with the project
until the town gets answers to its ques-
tions.

Among her remaining questions are
the “remaining uncertainty about the
project’s necessity and scope of its actual
mandate, including whether it is consid-
ered baseline or supplemental, concerns
about the vegetation management and the
necessity of removing the number of trees
along the South Avenue route, and the
absence of any information detailing the
cost and feasibility of moving the lines
underground.”

She said the utility has agreed to return

to Westfield for another public session,
although what format that would be has
yet to be decided. In the meantime, she
has appointed the Town Council Public
Works Committee Chair and Vice Chair,
David Contract and Doug Stokes, to serve
as the liaisons between residents and
PSE&G.

Mayor Brindle said once PSE&G has
concluded its public discussion, a full
discussion by the council on where the
town proceeds needs to occur. She said
this includes the possibility of litigation if
Westfield determines it is not satisfied
with PSE&G’s response.

“I hope it doesn’t come to that,” Mayor
Brindle said.

First Ward Councilwoman Linda
Habgood called the workshop session
“disappointing.”

“Clear answers to very key issues have
not yet been provided and in many ways
the responses we heard on Wednesday
night resulted in more questions,” she
said. “It was also clear how important it is
to stay connected and unified as a com-
munity in order to get satisfactory re-
sults.”

Councilman Mark LoGrippo also re-
sponded. “I still would like PSE&G to
hold an open public meeting to address
questions from residents and business
owners regarding the need and overall
scope of the project.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) said his involvement began
when Westfield residents reached out to
him saying PSE&G had initiated work on
the project prior to any public hearings
taking place.

“This is not political,” Assemblyman
Bramnick said. “I said, ‘this (work on the
project) must stop’” until hearings are
held.

“Now is the time for public hearings,”
Assemblyman Bramnick said.

When asked if PSE&G should appear
before the Westfield Town Council in
public session he responded, “They
should,” adding that the utility needs “to
get the full input from the citizens.”

Borough Celebrating 30 Yrs.
Of Clean Communities Day
FANWOOD — The Borough of

Fanwood invites area residents to
come out and celebrate the 30th
anniversary of Fanwood’s Clean
Communities Day on Saturday,
April 27, as part of the community’s
observance of Earth Day.

Grant money was made avail-
able for the event through the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection. Individual volun-
teers of all ages, including Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, organizations
and family groups, are invited to
assemble at 8:30 a.m. near the Mil-
lennium Clock at the south-side
parking lot of the Fanwood rail-
road station.

Participants will be able to enjoy
bagels, donated by Fanwood Ba-
gels & Deli, doughnuts and coffee.
Each participant will receive an
Earth Day T-shirt as well as some
giveaways. The Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) will distribute
work gloves, pick-up devices and
plast ic bags for trash and
recyclables. Joanne Gemenden,
Union County recycling coordina-
tor, will provide participating chil-
dren with some “goodies.” After

working together cleaning up, par-
ticipants will receive a coupon for
a slice of pizza from Nick’s Pizza
& Deli.

Last year, more than 100 volun-
teers participated. Volunteers will
be organized into teams with a leader
and then transported by DPW em-
ployees to one of 13 locations des-
ignated for cleanup. These include
Forest Road Park, La Grande Park,
the Carriage House Park, Borough
Hall, the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary and the municipal parking
areas, as well as the area around the
railroad tracks. At no cost to the
Borough of Fanwood, NJ Transit
will provide two flagmen to pro-
vide security for those assigned to
this area. In addition, members of
the Fanwood Lions Club will pick
up litter along Fanwood’s stretch of
South Avenue.

The Clean Community Day Com-
mittee includes Clint Dicksen, Bob
McCarthy, Harry McNally, Lin
Vlasaty and Margaret Chowdhury.

Questions concerning this event
can be answered by calling the
Fanwood Department of Public
Works at (908) 322-7404.

SP-F BOE, Teachers Reach
Contract Settlement

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – It was an-
nounced at Thursday’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
meeting that a contract settlement had
been reached for teachers within the
district for the upcoming school year.

School board member and member
of the negotiations committee Nancy
Bauer revealed that the contract rep-
resented many hours of hard work
between members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Teachers Associa-
tion and the BOE’s negotiations com-
mittee. She stated that at the conclu-
sion of the board’s regular meeting, a
private executive board meeting was
scheduled for all school board mem-
bers to hear the particulars on the
final contract.

Other members of the negotiations
committee include Tonya Williams
and Debora Brody.

Coincidentally, it was noted that
the week of May 6 to 10, 2019 would
be recognized as “Staff Appreciation
Week”

In other business, it was announced
that a vote to adopt the district’s 2019-
2020 school budget is scheduled for
Thursday, May 9, at 8 p.m. Last month
a second presentation of the next
school year’s tentative budget was
given by Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Deborah Saridaki. It
was proposed to not exceed the 2-
percent cap. It was reported that in
order for board of education budgets
to not go to public vote, they must not
exceed a 2-percent increase from year

to year.
According to Mrs. Saridaki, the

total budget is $103,244,494 for the
upcoming school year.

Last month’s presentation included
a 2.35-percent increase in salaries as
well as a 4.89-percent increase in
employee benefits.

Mrs. Saridaki also noted that ap-
proximately seven additional teach-
ers were included in the new budget,
among them elementary teachers,
basic-skills teachers, speech teach-
ers, special-education teachers and
student aides. The budget also in-
cluded new textbooks for elementary
Language Arts, Algebra II online edi-
tions and Geography for sixth grade.

Additionally, it was noted that four
district middle-school students had
participated and placed in the New
Jersey National History Day of Re-
flection held recently at Kean Col-
lege in Union. The four students were
mentored by their teachers, Ralph
Gerace and Philip Yap, and honored
by board members for their hard work.

It was revealed that Terrill Middle
School student Cara Argila was the
winner in the local Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW) Patriot’s Pen Essay
Contest. All five students had resolu-
tions read in their honor.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
BOE meeting will be held on May 9,
at 7:30 p.m., in the Administration
Building at Cedar Street and Ever-
green Avenue in Scotch Plains. Other
meetings are scheduled for May 29,
June 13 and June 27. There are no
meetings scheduled for July.

proved a $1.51 million capital budget
that will be used to fund a variety of
projects and equipment purchases in-
cluding a new street sweeper for the
Public Works Department, upgrades
to the two fire stations as well as new
safety equipment for firefighters and
traffic-calming equipment for the po-
lice department. This summer’s road
resurfacing program will include five
streets on the north side of town and
six on the south side. Westfield Road
will also be repaved thanks to a state
transportation department grant.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
shared-service agreement with the
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Author-
ity for June’s bulk waste collection
program. Mr. Mirabella said permits

will remain at $115 and emphasized to
residents that the deadline to secure a
permit is Thursday, May 23. The coun-
cil also authorized the annual Inde-
pendence Day fireworks show at
Scotch Hills Country Club for Satur-
day, June 29.

At the start of the meeting, the coun-
cil honored Lori Sternberg for her
services to the fire department’s fit-
ness program and her efforts to pro-
mote the Mayor’s Wellness campaign.
The council also recognized Dawn
McDonald, a recipient of the Union
County Women of Excellence award.
Joseph Mortarulo, an owner of the
Darby Road restaurant, presented a
check for $3,600 to the Police Athletic
League. And the council declared May
as Building Safety Month.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KICKING OFF CAMPAIGN...State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
kicks off his campaign for Congress in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District
Tuesday night at the American Legion Hall in Clark as his father, former
Governor Thomas H. Kean, Sr.,  and his daughters and wife, Rhonda, look on. Also
pictured is Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit).

Kean Launches Campaign
For Congress in 7th Dist.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK – State Senate Republi-
can Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield) officially an-
nounced his candidacy for Congress
in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional
District at a campaign rally Tuesday
night in Clark.

Sen. Kean said he is “concerned
about the direction of this Congress
and what it means for our nation and
for our state.”

“For the first time in a long time we
face a moment where influential poli-
ticians in Washington want to put us
on a path that could up end much of
what we know and what we cherish,
including remaking the greatest
economy that the world has ever
known,” Sen. Kean said.

He said “inequality must be ad-
dressed” by requiring new laws and
“not the abandonment of the Ameri-
can principles that we value.”

“We must take action to steer this
country in a better direction; today’s
leaders need to protect tomorrow’s
opportunities,” he said.

Sen. Kean described himself as a
“Tom Kean Republican” who “puts
people before politics, serving with
honesty and integrity.” On the issues,
he said he supports lower taxes, higher
wages, private-sector growth and eco-
nomic freedom.

“And that means having pride in
our home state and in our country,”
Sen. Kean said.

He called “alarming” news head-
lines on “pushing our country in a
direction that’s been discredited around
the world.” Among the proposals of
the Democratic House Majority, he
said, are the Green New Deal, social-
ized health care, free college, “and a
slew of new tax increases that should
make all of us nervous about the direc-
tion of this new Congress.”

“This Congress is broken. In the
past 100 days, the radical progressives
have had an excessive impact on the
new House of Representatives. This
will hurt the economy in ways that
will harm the people of the 7th Con-
gressional District. Their influence
needs to be curbed,” Sen. Kean said.

Mr. Kean said Congress needs to

invest in strong borders, clean en-
ergy, reserving open space, infra-
structure such as the Gateway Tun-
nel and restoring the SALT (State
And Local Tax) deduction for New
Jersey, all while “reducing the
nation’s debt.”

Mr. Kean, who has served in the
state Legislature for 18 years, was a
candidate in the 7th District in 2000,
when he came in second to conserva-
tive Mike Ferguson in a four-candi-
date field. Mr. Ferguson went on to
serve four terms in the House before
deciding not to run for a fifth term in
2008. He was replaced by Leonard
Lance, who served five terms before
being defeated last November by
Democrat Tom Malinowski, the first
Democrat to represent the 7th Dis-
trict since the early 1980s.

Mr. Kean served in the state As-
sembly from the spring of 2001 until
January 2003, when he was named to
fill a vacancy in the state Senate due
to the resignation of Rich Bagger of
Westfield.

Mr. Kean lost to Democratic Con-
gressman Robert Menendez in the
2006 New Jersey United States Sen-
ate race.

“Tom will be a tremendous asset in
Congress for the residents of the Sev-
enth District,” said Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick. “He is a
smart policymaker who always fights
for his constituents. I support Tom
Kean 100 percent.”

The Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee (DCCC) took
its first shot at the Republican candi-
date, calling him “a Trenton insider.”

“The last thing New Jersey fami-
lies need is a Chris Christie loyalist
and apologist like Tom Kean, Jr. rep-
resenting them in the United States
Congress,” said DCCC spokesper-
son Christine Bennett in a statement.
“Just as he’s been a loyal vote for the
failed Christie agenda, Kean will be a
reliable rubber stamp for the same
reckless Washington Republican
agenda that’s responsible for raising
the cost of health care and tax rates of
hardworking New Jersey families.”

“The career campaigner will stop
at nothing to gain higher office,” ac-
cording to the DCCC release.
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Scotch Plains Council

Mayor Mahr said volunteers such
as Mr. McCarthy keep residents and
Fanwood’s youth educated on envi-
ronmental protection.

Mr. McCarthy said Fanwood was
one of the “original” municipalities
in New Jersey to champion environ-
mental support efforts.

Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo pledged support for
WatchGuard body surveillance equip-
ment upgrades. Watchguard equip-
ment enables body cameras worn by
police officers to be simultaneously
synchronized with car audio-video
cameras, stated Chief Trigo.

The audio-video cameras both on
the officer and within the car are
turned on when the police vehicle’s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Budget
lights are turned on, Chief Trigo said.
The dual camera angles allow for
“full audio detection,” with multiple
camera angles recording every inci-
dent.

A situation can never occur where
an officer forgets to turn on their body
camera during an incident, Chief Trigo
said.

The proposed software allows for
incident footage to be shared between
multiple sources, while reducing DVD
costs and at no additional cost, stated
Chief Trigo.

Councilman Anthony Carter said
the technology upgrades will provide
“transparency at a reduced cost” com-
pared to the existing video surveil-
lance system.
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Freeholders
county. The resolution approved by the
board is for $20,000 to defend the
county against the lawsuit.

Ms. Bonanno’s LinkedIn account lists
her as an employment specialist for the
county. County Counsel Robert Barry
said the suit was “a personnel matter
relative to a civil service title and to
PERS (Public Employees Retirement
System) entitlement.”

The board went into executive ses-
sion Thursday to consider a settlement
in a lawsuit brought by former Union
County Police Officer Stephen Repella
in 2016 alleging that the county dis-
criminated against him after he was
reportedly diagnosed with a blood clot
and placed on unpaid leave. The
county’s cost to defend the lawsuit has
hit upwards of $135,000 for two out-
side law firms, according to past free-
holder approved resolutions.

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said she was con-
cerned that Cranford residents feel they
have no voice on the 130-foot cell
tower proposed for the Cranford cam-
pus Union County College on the town-
ship.

“Residents of the area around the
college were not included in the deci-
sion to allow a 130-foot cell tower.
They tell me that they have had no voice
in the process,” she said. “Equally dis-
turbing is the fact that the Township of
Cranford has not been offered the op-
portunity to review the planned con-
struction. Verizon has not come before
Cranford’s Planning Board or Zoning
Board of Adjustment to allow the town-
ship to weigh the pros and cons of
putting such a large cell tower in our
town.

“This is not the first time that the
phone companies have explored build-
ing a cell tower in this vicinity. They put
up proposals some years ago to build
near Lenape Park, at first on the
Westfield side, and later, on Cranford
Swim Club property. Both times, with
my support, residents spoke out against
the cell tower and the plans were appar-
ently withdrawn. Now we have a site on
the Union County College campus
which is being cleared for construc-
tion.”

While saying cell coverage for UCC
“needs to be fixed, and the safety of
students and staff must be protected,”
she questioned if, “there (is) a reliable
way to improve communications within
the college without this cell tower.”

She urged Verizon “and any other
companies involved with this cell tower
plan to open communications with the
public and hold a meeting where resi-
dents can voice their concerns and get
answers.”


